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PREFACE. 

'T^HE  Editor  of  thefe  Difcourfes  has  al- 
ready informed  the  Publick,  that  they 
had  not  been  prepared  for  the  Prefs  by  the 
eftimable  Author.  It  does  not  even  appear 
that  they  were  compofed  v/ith  any  farther 
views,  than  the  inftruction  and  edification 
of  the  Audience  to  which  they  were  deliver- 
ed. It  is  hoped  that  fimilar  purpofes  will 
be  anfwered  with  refpect  to  thofe,  who  fhall 
read  them.  The  Author,  had  his  life  been 
prolonged,  would  probably  have  given  to 
them,  and  to  a  very  conhderable  number  of 
others  which  flill  remain  in  the  Familv,  a 
higher  degree  of  poliih,  as  we  live  in  times, 
when  ftyle  is  cultivated  with  a  peculiar  and, 
perhaps,  exaggerated  folicitude.     Of  this  he 
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was,  undoubtedly,  capable.  It  is  well 
known  how  much  he  was  efteemed  by  the 
Profeffors  and  Men  of  Letters  at  Amfterdam, 
not  only  on  account  of  his  moral  and  focial 
qualities,  but  alfo  of  his  knowledge,  tafle 
and  genius  :  and  it  is  much  to  be  regretted, 
that  he  did  not  live  to  execute  the  defign  he 
had  formed  of  publifhing  an  Englifh  Tranf- 
lation  of  the  mofl  interelling  Diflertations, 
which  obtained  the  Prizes  propofed  by  the 
Teylerian  Society  of  Haarlem. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE  generality  of  Perfons,  who  have  fubfcribed 
for  a  plurality  of  Copies,  have  expreffed  a  wifli 
to  receive  but  one.  If  however,  in  any  particu- 
lar cafe,  this  intention  Ihould  be  mifapplied,  the 
miftake  may  be  rectified  and  the  full  number  ob- 
tained by  applying  to  Mr.  Johnfon  or  Mr.  Cadell 
in  London,  or  to  Mr.  Hazard  in  Bath. 
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Which  is  our  reafonable  fervice. 

ROMANS  xii.  1. 

IN   Religion,   as  in  Science,  fpeculative 
truths  are  defigned  to  promote  ufeful 
practice,    and  are  no  further  valuable  to 
thofe  who  admit  them  than  as  they  a6i:ually 
anfwerthis  end.     That  this  is  the  immediate 
defign  of  all  the  do6lrines  of  the  Gofpel  is 
evident  from  their  conftant  connexion  with 
precept  in  the  facred  writers,  who   always 
proceed  from  theory  to  the  enforcement  of 
a  fuitable  temper  and  conduQ  ;   of  this  we 
have  a  ftriking  inftance  in  the  former  part 
of  this  verfe,  where  the  Apoftle,  as  an  ap- 
plication of  the  feveral    do61rinaI    points 
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upon  which  he  had  been  largely  infixing  iii 
the  foregoing  chapters  of  this  epillle,  ex- 
horts the  ChrilHans  at  Rome  to  prefent  their 
"  bodies  a  living  facrifice,  holy  and  accepta- 
"  ble  to  God."  By  this  phrafe  he  means 
the  whole  of  religion — of  that  pure  religion 
of  the  heart  and  life  enjoined  by  the  Gofpel 
in  oppohtion  to  the  flaughtered  vi6lims  pre- 
fented  in  facrifice  either  by  Jews  or  Gen- 
tiles :  this,  he  afferts  in  the  text,  is  our  rea- 
fonable  fervice.  To  prove  and  enforce  the 
truth  of  this  alTertion  will  therefore  be  the 
defign  of  this  difcourfe. 

If  we  examine  our  own  nature,  every 
thing  within,  every  thing  around  us  indi- 
cates that  Religion  is  a  reafonable  fervice3 
and  that  man  w^as  intended  to  prefent  it. 
Firll,  becaufe  he  is  a  weak  dependent  crea- 
ture. Survey  him  in  infancy,  feeble,  helplefs, 
needing  parental  fondnefs !  not  lefs  appre- 
henfive  of  injuries  than  liable  to  them  :  fee 
him  clinging  to  the  mother's  bread,  and 
ineltering  himfelf  in  her  bofom  upon  every 
little  alarm.  Thus  the  firft  feelings  of  na- 
ture indicate  his  want  oT  protedion,  anc) 
lead  him  to  feek  it  from  thofe  whom  he 
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conceives  more  powerful  than  himfelf.  The 
fame  fentiment  is  evident  through  the  whole 
of  his  life.  Confcious  of  his  inability  to 
guard  againft  the  numberlefs  evils  and  dan- 
gers that  furround  him,  confcious  of  his 
infufficiency  to  procure  the  means  of  happi- 
nefs,  his  defire  of  prote6lion  and  affiflance 
is  one  of  the  ftrongeft  ties  that  binds  him  to 
political  fociety ;  and  for  the  fake  of  this  he 
is  willing  to  facrifice  a  part  of  his  property, 
and  in  many  cafes  a  confiderable  portion  of 
his  natural  rights.  Yet  after  all  he  is  liable 
to  innumerable  evils  and  dangers,  from 
which  no  care  of  his  own,  and  no  prote6lidii 
of  his  fellow-creatures  can  guard  him. — 
Though  he  fhould  flatter  himfelf  that  his 
own  induftry,  or  the  favour  of  others  may 
enable  him  to  avert  poverty  and  acquire 
•  wealth ;  yet  are  there  examples  within  tUt 
range  of  every  man's  experience  fufficient 
to  convince  him  that  the  race  is  not  always 
to  the  fwift,  nor  the  battle  to  the  flrong,  nor 
yet  bread  to  the  wife,  nor  riches  to  men  of 
underftanding  ;  that  the  mod  probable 
means  which  human  prudence  can  fuggeft 
often  fail  of  fuccefs,  from  a  variety  of  acci- 
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dents  againft  which  no  human  forefight  can 
provide,  and  from  which  no  human  vigi- 
lance can  defend. — But  however  fanguine 
he  may  be  in  his  dependence  upon  either 
his  own  abiUties,  or  upon  the  favour  of 
others,  to  procure  the  external  means  of 
worldly  happinefs,  are  there  not  a  thoufand 
circumftances  in  which  the  riches  of  the 
w^hole  world,  and  the  mofi;  powerful  earthly 
connexions  would  be  of  no  avail  ?  Suppofe 
that  your  endeavours  fhould  be  crowned 
with  all  the  fuccefs  you  could  wifh,  that 
riches  fhould  flow  in  upon  you,  that  the 
mofl  powerful  connexions  fliould  court 
your  acceptance,  and  that  pleafures  fhould 
only  wait  your  enjoyment;  yet  amidft  all 
this  profufion  of  feeming  worldly  blifs,  is 
not  the  heart  vulnerable  in  a  thoufand  ways 
in  which  thefe  privileges  and  enjoyments 
can  afford  no  relief?  Even  in  the  midft  of 
the  gayeft  fcenes  of  pleafure,  the  heart  feels 
a  void,  and  a  very  flight  circumftance  is 
fufficient  to  render  the  cup  of  worldly  blifs 
vapid  and  taftelefs.  But  will  the  fun  of 
profperity  always  Ihine  unclouded  and  fe- 
rene  ?     Is  your  life  never  to  be  checquered 
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with  cloudy  days  and  dark  tempeftuous 
nights,  and  will  not  winter,  furrounded  with 
ftorms,  at  length  clofe  in  upon  you  ?  Vain 
prefumptuous  Man !  thou  art  born  to  forrow 
as  the  fparks  fly  upward.  Not  all  thy  boaft- 
ed  care  can  preferve  to  thee  the  pofleflions 
on  which  thou  valueft  thyfelf ;  or  if  it  could, 
not  all  thy  treafures  could  purchafe  an  ex- 
emption from  the  common  lot  of  humanity. 
The  pang  of  forrow  mufl  fooner  or  later  be 
felt,  and  affli6lion  in  forae  fhape  or  other, 
will  convince  thee  that  thou  art  at  befl;  a 
poor  helplefs  creature,  and  that  the  fupports 
on  which  thou  depended  are  weak  and  in- 
fufficient  like  thyfelf.  Though  now  elate 
with  wealth,  and  triumphing  in  fplendour, 
may  not  the  cup  of  profperity  be  daflied 
from  your  hand,  and  are  there  not  innume- 
rable inftances  of  perfons  who,  by  unfore- 
feen  reverfes  of  fortune,  have  been  dripped 
of  poffeflTions  as  great,  and  driven  from  pa- 
laces to  inhabit  the  cheerlefs  hut  of  wretched 
poverty?  Though  now  furrounded  with 
friends  whofe  fociety  gives  a  relifh  to  the 
enjoyments  of  life,  are  you  certain  that  their 
hearts  will  never  be  eftranged  from  you  ? 
B3  Or 
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Or  fhould  this  not  happen,  will  not  the  time 
come  when  either  you  muft  be  torn  from 
them,  or  when  you  muft  fee  them  drop  one 
by  one  into  the  grave,  and  leave  you  alone 
and  unfupported,  to  abide  the  hoary  winter 
of  life  ?  Though  now  health  and  cheerful- 
nefs  glow  in  your  countenance,  and  play  on 
your  cheek,  is  it  in  your  power,  or  in  that 
of  any  of  your  fellow-mortals,  to  fecure  you 
from  the  inroads  of  pain  and  difeafe?  And 
when  thefe  deprefs  the  fpirits,  will  all  the 
poffeffions,  all  the  enjoyments  of  the  world, 
give  eafe  and  pleafure  ? 

In  fiiort,  in  whatever  view  you  confider 
man,  he  is  a  dependent  being  ;  he  feels  this 
to  be  the  cafe,  and  naturally  feeks  for  aflif- 
tance  and  fupport.  The  misfortune  is,  that 
he  applies  to  the  wrong  objeft  :  inftead  of 
trufting  to  the  Rock  of  Ages,  he  leans  on  a 
feeble  reed  that  will  break  under  him,  and 
wound  the  hand  that  reclined  upon  it.  Did 
we  apply  to  that  Being  upon  whom  we  really 
depend  for  life  and  all  its  blefhngs,  we  fhould 
aft  a  truly  wife  part ;  did  we  endeavour  to 
fecure  his  favour  and  avoid  his  difpleafure, 
we  fiiould  bell  confult  our  intereft.     More 
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cfpecially  will  this  appear,  when  we  confider 
that  the  God  on  whom  we  depend,  is  a  Be- 
ing in  whom  every  perfedion  centers;  whofe 
benevolence  inclines  him  to  communicate 
happinefs  in  fuch  a  manner  as  is  confiftent 
with  our  nature,  and  who  has  given  us  a 
rule  of  faith  and  condu6l,  which,  if  we  ob- 
ferve,  he  has  folemnly  proraifed  that  he  will 
rnake  all  things  to  work  together  for  our 
ultimate  and  greateil  good.  Is  not  Religion 
then  the  reafonable  fervice  of  a  dependent 
creature,  like  man,  to  the  God  on  whom  he 
abfolutely  depends.  Religion,  which  ren- 
ders him  the  proper  objed  of  the  divine  fa- 
vour, and  fecures  it  to  him — which  teaches 
his  hopes  of  happinefs  to  foar  far  beyond 
the  precarious  enjoyments  of  this  world,  to 
eternal  life  and  felicity ;  and  thus  yields  the 
fweeteft  confolations  amidfl  all  the  diftreffes 
and  evils  of  the  prefent  Hate? 

Religion  is  likewife  our  reafonable  fervice, 
as  it  is  the  exercife  of  the  bed  affe6tions  of 
the  heart,  and  of  thofe  which  are  moft  influ- 
ential on  the  moral  condu6l.  In  the  habitual 
exercife  of  that  piety  and  devotion  w^hich 
religion  infpires,  we  contemplate  the  ever- 
B  4  living 
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living  fource  of  all  perfeftion  and  happinefs; 
an  objeft  which  fills  the  mind  with  pleafing 
aftonifliment,  enlarges  our  views,   elevates 
our  fentiments  and  excites  us  to  an  imita- 
tion of  that  which  w^e  cannot  but  admire. 
It  leads  us  to  furvey  that  infinite  power  and 
majefty,  which  will  not  fail  to  produce  a 
deep  veneration  of  God,  and  a  fpirit  of  uni- 
verfal  humility.     By  fuggefting  the  perfua- 
fion  of  his  omniprefence,  it  provides  a  pow- 
erful check  upon  our  conduft,  and  tends  to 
make  us  conflantly  watchful  of  our  whole 
behaviour,  as  thofe  who  are  confcious  that 
they  live  under  the  immediate  infpe6lion  of 
the  great  Searcher  of  hearts.     By  rendering 
us  converfant  with  his  beneficence  as  the 
fource  of  all  we  are,  of  all  we  enjoy,  and 
all  we  hope  for,  it  tends  to  call  forth  the 
livelieft  fentiments  of  gratitude  to  him,  and 
of  benevolence   towards    our    fellow-crea- 
tures.    When  we  meditate  on  his  all-pro- 
tefting  providence,  and  on  his  gracious  pro- 
mifes  of  fupport  and  favour,  foothing  confi- 
dence reprelfes  every  anxious  apprehenfion, 
and  bids  the  foul  be  calm  amidll  furround- 
ing  dangers.     Deep-felt  admiration,  humble 
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reverence,  cheerful  confidence  and  grateful- 
love,  with  every  other  amiable  and  delight- 
ful affeftion  of  the  heart,  is  the  natural  tri- 
bute to  that  goodnefs  which  creates  and  fuf- 
tains  worlds  without  number,  and  fentient 
beings  beyond  calculation.     True  piety,  fo 
far  from  being  attended  with  morofenefs  and 
feverity,    is  the   only  legitimate   parent  of 
cheerfulnefs,    complacency    and  every  at- 
tractive  virtue.      They  who,    with   every 
opening  day,  in  the  exercife  of  fincere  de- 
votion commit  themfelves,  and  all  their  con- 
cerns,   to  the  protection  and  friendfhip  of 
the  greateft  and  beft  of  beings,    will  find 
every  gloomy  and  defponding  idea  vanifh 
with  the  fhades  of  night.  On  them  "  the  Sun 
"  of  Righteoufnefs  will  rife  with  healing  in  his 
"  wings,"  will  difpel  the  obfcuring  clouds  of 
fin  and  mifery,  and  with  the  cheerful  beams 
of  facred  joy  illuminating  all  their  ways  of 
virtue,  will  render  their  path  brighter  and 
brighter  unto  the  perfeft  day. 

That  religion  is  a  reafonable  fervice,  which 
man  was  intended  to  prefent,  will  further 
appear  if  we  confider  that  the  hopes  which 
it  infpires  are  confonqint  to  his  nature,  and 
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iiecefTary  to  his  happinefs.  Of  all  the  crea- 
tures that  inhabit  the  world,  Man  alone  is 
the  Child  of  Hope.  The  brutes,  uncon- 
fcious  of  dillant  evil,  feem  in  the  prefent 
moment  of  poiTefliGn  to  enjoy  all  the  felicity 
of  which  thei;r  natures  are  capable.  The 
herds  feel  no  wants  when  thofe  of  appetite 
are  gratified :  the  bee  fucks  the  fragrant 
flower  impregnated  with  the  dew  of  heaven, 
and  ajks  no  rnore :  the  birds  of  the  air  ga- 
ther the  grain  fcattered  by  the  liberality  of 
heaven,  and  pour  forth  the  notes  of  unal- 
layed  delight.  Blind  to  futurity,  neither 
the  hope  of  greater  pleafures  prompts  them 
to  undervalue  prefent  enjoyments,  nor  do 
fears  of  remote  want  and  danger  poifon  the 
blifs  which  the  pafhng  moment  offers.  To 
•man  alone  is  prefent  happinefs  incomplete  : 
'to  him  alone  Reafon  opens  a  profpeft  of  the 
eventful  fcenes  of  futurity,  the  fenfe  of  which 
^affefts  his  prefent  enjoyments,  and  renders 
his  happinefs  here  dependent  on  his  hopes 
rather  than  his  polfeffions.  Whatever  pleaf- 
ing  impreflions  he  may  receive  from  the  lat- 
ter, they  are  much  too  tranlient  to  afford 
felicity,  unlefs  he  can  prolong  them  beyond 
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the  prefent  moment  by  the  hope  of  their 
behig  either  continued  or  repeated.  We 
have  reafon  to  think  that  this  would  be  the 
cafe,  even  in  the  mod  complete  gratification 
that  imagination  could  fuggeft ;  for  we  can- 
not conceive  that  a  rational  being  could  de- 
rive complete  fatis faction,  even  from  objects 
the  beft  calculated  to  produce  it,  if  he  knew 
that  it  muft  be  purchafed  by  an  immediate 
refignation  of  every  future  hope.  How  ef- 
fentially  neceflary  then  is  hope  to  adminifter 
felicity  to  man,  whofe  pleafures  are  tran- 
iient,  and  whofe  enjoyments,  in  every  in- 
ftance,  fall  far  beneath  the  foaring  flight  of 
expectation.  Thofe  of  you  who  are  ar- 
rived at  maturer  years,  and  have  attained 
thofe  advantages  which  were  once  the  ob- 
ject of  your  moft  ardent  defires,  will  ac- 
knowledge that  thefe  yield  not  in  pofFeflion 
that  high  degree  of  relifh  which  at  a  dif- 
tance  they  promifed.  You  will  acknow- 
ledge that  amidft  all  your  prefent  enjoy- 
ments you  fometimes  look  back  with  fond 
regret  on  the  fmiling  years  of  youth,  when 
the  animal  fpirits  were  buoyed  up  with  ex- 
hilarating expectations,  when  ardent  hope, 
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unallayed  by  experience,  and  unabated  by 
difappointment,  roved  unconfined  through 
all  the  gay  paradife  of  imaginary  happinefs. 
— Why,  amidft  all  their  pofTefTions,  do  the 
moft  fuccefsful  find  their  difpofitions  to 
cheerfulnefs  gradually  decreafe  as  they  ad- 
vance in  years  ?  Among  other  reafons  that 
may  be  afligned,  this  is  one  of  the  principal : 
that  with  every  added  day  the  profpect  of 
life  becomes  more  and  more  contracted,  and 
leaves  lefs  room  for  hope  to  fport  in,  while 
experience  of  difappointment  checks  the 
Tallies  of  fancy,  and  damps  the  ardour  of  ex- 
pectation. 

Thus  are  we  dependent  upon  hope  even 
for  temporal  comfort.  But  alas  !  every  ex- 
pectation which  has  this  world  for  its  object, 
muft  inevitably  perifh,  and  man  were  the 
moft  wretched  of  creatures  if  all  his  hopes 
"were  confined  to  the  prefent  life.  For  with- 
out infifting  on  the  uncertainty  of  every 
worldly  blefhng,  without  mentioning  the 
numberlefs  forrows  which  mortal  flefh  is, 
heir  to,  or  the  innumerable  unforefeen 
events  which  may  in  a  moment  ftrip  us  of 
every  thing  dear  and  valuable,  and  with  the 
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fudden  irrefiflible  force  of  lightning  blaft  ail 
our  earthly  hopes;  fuffice  it  to  obferve  that 
one  event  awaits  us  all,  which  muft  rend  us 
from  every  temporal  comfort,  and  in  which 
all  the  expectations  of  the  children  of  this 
world  muft  for  ever  terminate.  Though 
every  fuccefs  fhould  attend  you,  and  you 
fhould  have  abundance  laid  up  for  many 
years,  yet  this  night  your  foul  may  be  re- 
quired of  you,  and  all  your  pofleffions  be 
reduced  to  a  coffin  and  a  ftiroud.  But 
(hould  your  lives  be  prolonged  to  the  lateft 
date,  the  evil  days  muft  come  at  laft,  and 
the  years  in  which  you  will  fay  you  have  no 
pleafure  in  them ;  when  the  ebbing  tide  of 
life  bears  off^  every  fublunary  good  to  bury 
it  in  the  unfathomable  gulph  of  eternity, 
how  truly  miferable  will  be  your  cafe  if  the 
hopes  infpired  by  religion  are  not  yours ! 
If  you  are  unfupported  by  thefe,  miferable 
and  comfortlefs  beyond  defcriptiou  will  be 
your  old  age  :  no  winter  will  be  more  cheer- 
lefs  than  your  lives,  no  night  more  difmal 
than  your  minds,  no  flcy  more  black  and 
portentous  than  that  which  will  bound  your 
profpects.     Amidft  a  difrelifli  to  every  thing 
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that  once  gave  you  delight,  and  the  Increaf- 
ing  infirmities  of  a  debilitated  frame,  amidft 
the  vifible  approaches  of  your  lafl  enemy, 
and  the  forrows  and  diftrefles  that  will  from 
every  quarter  break  upon  your  peace,  what 
will  fupport  you  ?  If  you  have  not  culti- 
vated thofe  hopes  of  future  happinefs,  which 
beam  everlafling  day  in  the  bofom  of  the 
fincere  Chriflian,  you  will  of  all  beings 
be  the  mo  ft  miferable  ;  and  one  fad  eternal 
night  will  fhed  its  pale  horrors  all  around, 
within,  without,  above,  and  beneath  you. 

As  hope  is  thus  eflentially  neceffary  to 
human  happinefs,  how  excellently  adapted 
to  our  nature  is  the  religion  of  Jefus,  which 
tends  to  improve,  exalt  and  direct  this  turn 
of  the  affections  to  objects  more  durable, 
fublime  and  fatisfactory,  than  any  this  world 
can  afford.  Futurity  prefents  nothing  to  the 
mind  of  man  worthy  his  attention  or  folrci- 
tude,  which  is  not  intimately  connected  with 
eternity.  Amidft  all  the  enjoyments  this 
world  can  afford,  man  pines  for  more;  and 
feels  a  capacity  of  happinefs  to  which  no- 
thing lefs  is  adequate  than  the  profpects  re- 
ligion prefents,  and  the  affections  religion 
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infpires.  The  glorious  and  divine  hope  of- 
Hfe  and  happinefs  eternal,  which  is  brought 
to  Hghtby  the  Gofpel,  is  the  only  ttue  fource- 
of  felicity  to  man,  Amidft  all  the  difgufts 
and  diffatisfaQions,  amidft  all  the  dire  difap- 
pointments,  forrows,  and  affli6lions  of  the 
prefent  world,  this  hope  fupports  and  exhi- 
larates the  mind.  It  is  as  truly  the  fource 
of  vigour  and  cheerfulnefs  to  the  foul  as  the 
fun  is  that  of  light  and  warmth  to  the  cre- 
ation ;  and  the  perfe6lions  and  virtues  of  the 
moral  world  have  a  dependence  on  the  one, 
fimilar  to  that  which  the  various  produQions 
in  the  natural  world  have  on  the  other. 
Every  grateful  idea  which  cheers  the  mind, 
together  with  every  pleafmg  fenfation  that 
warms  and  dilates  the  heart,  is  the  legitimate 
offspring  of  this  enlivening  principle,  the 
effetls  of  v/hich,  in  general,  are  proportioned 
to  the  fublimity  and  excellence  of  the  obje6ls 
to  which  it  points  ;  and  the  whole  temper 
receives  a  pleafmg  chara6ler  from  the  hope 
of  our  calling,  as  medicinal  fprings  receive 
their  flavour  and  virtues  from  the  various 
(Irata  through  which  they  flow. 

The  mind  of  the  fincerely  pious  Ghriftian, 
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infpired  by  the  promifes,  invigorated  by  the 
principles,  and  fupported  by  the  profpefts 
of  the  Gofpel,  rifes  fuperior  to  every  afflic- 
tion. He  is  not  infenfible  to  his  pains,  the 
tear  of  forrow  flows  from  his  humid  eye,  the 
figh  of  anguifli  heaves  his  tortured  bofom; 
but  borne  ,upon  the  eagle  wings  of  religious 
hope,  his  foul  foon  pierces  the  clouds  of 
affliflion,  and  towers  above  the  mifliy  atmof- 
phere  of  woe.  It  is  more  efpecially  in  thefe 
circumftances  of  adverfity  that  hope,  the 
gentled  offspring  of  heaven,  the  tenderefl: 
friend  that  ever  foothed  the  anguifh,  or 
bound  up  the  bleeding  wounds  of  diflrefled 
humanity,  fleps  in  to  his  affiftance,  and 
claims  kindred  with  the  wretched  in  the 
greatefl  extremity.  Hope,  in  a  tone  more 
foft  and  melodious  than  that  of  angels,  whif- 
pers  the  words  of  heavenly  peace  to  his 
troubled  heart,  bids  him  be  affured  that  for- 
rowing  and  fighing  fliall  foon  be  done  away, 
that  "  his  righteoufnefs  fliall  yet  break  forth 
"  as  the  light,  and  his  judgment  as  the  noon- 
y,  day."  Even  when  his  fufferings  are  moft 
exquifite,  religion  teaches  him  to  rejoice  and 
be  exceeding  glad,  in  the  happy  and  full 
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perfuafion  that  great  will  be  his  reward  in 
heaven.  Hope  is  the  (heet  anchor  of  his 
foul,  which  enables  him  to  ride  out  all  the 
ftorms  of  the  tempeftuous  ocean  of  life,  and 
and  when  all  is  confufion,  diftrefs,  and  ter- 
ror around  him,  preferves  him  ftedfaft  and 
immoveable  in  the  beft  principles  and  the 
happiefl  profpeQs.  When  every  earthly- 
hold  eludes  his-grafp,  when  every  fupport 
of  humanity  glides  from  under  him,  when 
he  feels  his  body  gradually  wafting  in  the 
pains  of  ficknefs,  or  undermined  by  the  in- 
firmities of  age,  religious  hope  looks  be- 
yond his  decaying  earthly  tabernacle  of  duft 
and  afties,  and  invariably  points  to  "  an  houfe 
*'  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  hea- 
"  vens."  Religion  fixes  his  meditations  and 
affe6lions  upon  things  above ;  by  faith  he 
anticipates  the  happinefs  of  the  invifible 
world,  of  thofe  regions  of  undifturbed  feli- 
city "  where  the  wicked  ceafe  from  troubling, 
"and  the  weary  are  at  reft."  His  hope  of  this 
felicity  quells  the  murmurs  of  impatience, 
and  renders  his  heart  tranquil  and  refigned : 
it  reconciles  him  to  the  lofs  even  of  his  beft 
and  deareft  friends,  and  tranfports  him  after 
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them  into  that  eternity,  where  he  is  aflured, 
they  fliall  meet  again  in  endlefs  happinefs, 
"  and  be  for  ever  with  the  Lord." 

Thus  is  Religion  happily  fuited  to  the 
nature  of  man,  as  a  dependent  creature,  as 
a  moral  agent,  and  as  the    child   of  hope. 
It  is  therefore  in  every  refpeft  a  reafonable 
fervice,  without  which  we  not  only  cannot 
be  happy,  but  muft  be    miferable.     Let  us 
not  however  deceive  ourfelves,  by  thinking 
that  its   advantages    will  be  conferred  on 
thofe,  who  are  pra61ically  carelefs,   and  in- 
different about  it.     To  enjoy  the  confola- 
tions  it  affords,  to  be  infpired  with  the  ami- 
able difpofitions  it  promotes,  to  be  animated 
with  the  encouraging  hopes  it  fuggefls,  we 
mufl  not  be  fatisfied  with  the  mere  profef- 
fion,  but  muft  diligently  cultivate  its  duties, 
and  endeavour  to   imbibe    its    principles. 
However  (lightly  men   of  the  world  may 
think  of  piety  to  God,    it  is    as   effential  a 
part  of  morality,,  as  any  duty  towards  our 
fellow-creatures.     The  latter,  however  va- 
luable in  themfelves,   may  be  pra61ifed  from 
a  regard  to   intcreft  or  reputation,  or  from 
other  inferior  conQderations,  which  indiearte 
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no  extraordinary  elevation  of  chara£ler; 
whereas  a  truly  religious  difpofition  is  at 
once  an  indication  of  the  befh  principles, 
and  the  fource  of  the  purefl  goodnefs.  The 
charaQer  of  thofe  who  negleft  religion  is  at 
beft  inconfiftent  and  unfteady.  Even  their 
virtues  are  founded  upon  a  bafis  too  narrow 
and  unfafe,  while  in  their  forgetful nefs  of 
God,  they  manifefl  an  infenfibility  to  the 
beft  principles,  and  mofl  amiable  emotions 
of  the  heart.  Let  us  therefore  never  be 
afhamed  to  avow  the  principles,  and  to  prac- 
tife  the  duties  of  our  holy  religion  ;  let  us 
fear  God,  as  well  as  keep  his  command- 
ments, and  in  the  exercife  of  devotion,  and 
the  cultivation  of  holinefs,  as  well  as  in  the 
difcharge  of  focial  and  relative  duty,  let  me 
exhort  you,  "  by  the  mercies  of  God,  to 
"  prefent  your  bodies  a  living  facrifice,  ho- 
"  ly,  acceptable  unto  God,  which  is  yout 
"  reafonable  fervice.'* 
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SERMON     II. 


In  which  arefome  things  hard  to  he  under- 
Jlood.  2  PETER  iii.  16. 

WHAT  the  Apoflle  Peter  here  afTerts 
of  the  writings  of  St.  Paul,  has  of- 
ten been  affirmed  of  revelation  in  general, 
and  with  different  views  by  its  imprudent 
friends,  and  by  its  defigning  enemies.  The 
former  aflert  this  with  a  view  to  exalt  its 
dignity,  extend  its  influence,  and  not  fel- 
dom  to  impofe  and  propagate  their  own 
flrange  comments  upon  it ;  the  latter,  fe- 
cretly  to  undermine,  or  openly  to  attack 
its  authority.  But  it  is  furely  an  advantage 
very  injudicioufly  ceded  by  the  friends  of 
the  Gofpel  to  its  oppofers,  when  they  con- 
fent  to  exclude  reafon  from  any  concern  in 
matters  of  religion,  and  acknowledge  that 
its  truths  are  far  beyond  its  fphere,  and  that, 
till  enlightened  by  extraordinary  meafures 
of  grace,  we  are  unable  to  underfland  what 
C3  it 
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it  has  pleafed  the  Supreme  Being  to  reveal 
to  us. — Can  we  wonder  that  the  unbeliever 
fiiould  eagerly,  lay  hold  on  an  affertion, 
which,  were  it  true,  would  be  an  unanfwer- 
able  objeftion  to  the  divine  authority  of 
the  Gofpel^  as  it  would  be  an  impeachment 
of  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  the  Deity  to 
fuppofe  he  would  defeat  his  own  ends,  by 
commanding  his  rational  creatures  to  re- 
ceive inftruftion  which  was  far  beyond  the 
reach  of  their  Cc\pacity  to  underfland,  and 
which  required  a  fecond  revelation  to  ex- 
plain and  render  intelhgible. 

We  cannot  afTert  that  the  New  Teflament- 
t9  -vvhicji  we  mean  to  confine  our  obferva- 
tions,  has  nothing  obfcure  in  any  of  its 
parts,  but  we  think  k  may  be  fh^wn  that 
this  obfcurity  is  not  fuch,  a,s  involves  any 
objection  to  its  divine  authority,  and  only 
fuch  as  is  common  to  all  works  of  great  an- 
tiquity, and  which  arifes  from  a  difference 
betweei>  the  language,  manners,  cufloms, 
and  opinions  of  the  writers,  and  thofe  which 
now  prevail  among  mankind. — All  thefe 
circumftances  muft  necelTarily  occafion  ma- 
ny difficulties  to  the   modern  reader,   and 
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mufl  often  give  rife  to  doubts  concerning 
the  real  fenfe  of  the  author.  The  curious 
inquirer  might  wifh  for  greater  certainty 
with  refpeft  to  the  precife  meaning  of  fome 
particular  text  of  Scripture,  but  this  partial 
obfc'urity  does  not  obftruft  his  knowledge 
of  the  more  important  do61rines  of  religion.: 
and  cannot  therefore  be  juflly  urged  as  aa 
obje6lion  to  revelation  in  general.  It  is  pro- 
per to  diftinguifh  the  doftrines  which  are  ef- 
fentially  neceflary  or  highly  ufeful  to  us, 
from  thofe  whofe  nature  is  more  indifiperent, 
whofe  obje6l  is  merely  Ipeculative,  and 
which  have  little  or  no  concern  with  reli- 
gion.— To  the  former  clafs  belong  all  thol^ 
truths  which  have  a  natural  and  immediate 
tendency  to  excite  veneration  and  love  rcJ 
God,  confidence  in  him,  to  improve  ouf 
pious  affe6lions  towards  him,  to  awaken  and 
ftrengthen  virtuous  inclinations,  to  incline 
our  will  to  a  cheerful  obedience,  and  an 
humble  refignation  to  the  difpenfations  of 
his  providence.  All  truths  which  do  not 
tend  to  produce  thefe  effefts,  are  of  no  va- 
lue to  us  with  refpeft  to  real  religion. 

The   validity  therefore  of  an  obje6l;ion 
C  4  founded 
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founded  on  the  obfcurity  and  uncertainty  of 
the  exprefTions  of  Scripture  will  depend  on 
this  jqueftion.  Does  this  obfcurity  affe6l 
our  certainty  of  thofe  truths,  which  we 
have  already  mentioned  as  effential  to  reli- 
gion ?  This  we  think  cannot  be  proved. — 
How  plain  is  the  inftru6lion  of  Chrift  and 
his  apoftles  with  refpeft  to  the  attributes 
and  perfections  of  the  Deity  !  and  how  re- 
peatedly are  thefe  inculcated  to  fill  us  with 
admiration,  reverence,  and. love  of  the  Su- 
preme Being  !  How  clearly  do  they  teach 
the  dotlrine  of  an  all  direfhirig,  providence, 
of  the  (Cognizance  which  God  takes  of  the 
Cpnduft  of  his  rational  creatures,  of  a  fu- 
J:ure  judgment,  and  a  confequent  ftate  of 
reward  or  punifliment  to  all  mankind  ! 
f.,  Nor  can  we  obje6l  to  the  precepts  of  the 
Gofpel  frpm  any  obfcurity  with  which  they 
may  be  invplved.  Our  duty  to  God,  to  our 
neighbour  and  to  ourfelves  is  every  where 
fo  explicitly  taught,  and  fo  repeatedly  en- 
forced, that  it  is  impofhble  for  us  to  be  un- 
certain concerning  the  intention  and  mean- 
ing of  revelation  in  thefe  important  particu- 
lars,---We  do  not  mean  to  alfert  that  every 
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pafTage,  in  which  thefe  truths  and  precepts 
are  mentioned,  is  equally  clear  and  eafy  to 
be  underflood  ;  it  is  fufficient  that,  on  the 
whole,  they  are  fo  plainly  taught,  that  an 
upright  and  attentive  mind  cannot  be  uncer- 
tain concerning  either  the  principles  or  the 
praftice  of  religion. 

Neither  is  there  any  obfcurity  refpe61ing 
the  hiftorical  fa61:s  of  the  Gofpel :  The  birth 
of  Jefus,  his  mode  of  inftru6lion,  the  mira- 
cles he  performed  to  efliablifh  his  divine 
miflion,  his  death,  refurreftion,  and  afcen- 
fion,  and  the  propagation  of  the  gofpel  bjr 
his  apoftles,  are  all  fo  plainly  related  as  to 
leave  no  uncertainty  concerning  thefc 
events. — Certain  circumflances  are  indeed 
mentioned  by  fome,  which  are  omitted  by 
other  evangelifts,  and  fa6ls  are  not  always 
related  in  the  fame  manner  by  the  different 
hiflorians  ;  hence  difiBculties  may  fometimes 
arife  ;  but  thefe  are  not  of  a  nature  to  affe6l 
the  truth  of  the  narration,  or  to  enfeeble 
our  faith,  which  does  not  properly  confift 
in  curious  fpeculation  and  minute  criticifm, 
but  in  the  improvement  of  our  hearts,  and 
the  regulatioa  of  our  actions,    to  the  end 
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that  "  we.  may  be  a  peculiar  people  zealous 
"  of  good  works." 

,  But  perhaps,  it  ruay  be  alleged  that  all 
this  is,  mere  aflertio^i,  and  is  contradicted  by 
experienpe  and  the  relations  of  ecclehafti- 
cal  hiftory. — It  may  be  faid,  that  the  innu- 
merable different  opinions  which  have  pre- 
vailed among  Chriilians,  and  the  vaft  varie- 
ty of  fects  into  which  they  have  been  divid- 
ed, indicate  that,  even  the  doctrines  of  the 
Gofpel,  ave  r;ot  expreffed  with  fufficient  per- 
fpicuity.  In  anfwer  to  this  objection  we 
may  obferve',  that  it.fuppofes  all  difference 
of  opinion  to  arife  from  the  uncertainty  or 
obfcurity  of  the  fubject  matter,  which  is  by 
no  means  always  tlie  cafe,  efpecially  in  reli^ 
gion. 

Mankind  are  not  univerfally  influenced 
by  the  pure  love  of  truth.  Are  there  not 
many  whofe  judgment  is  miferably  warped 
by  a  blind  attachment  to  prejudices  of  edu- 
cation, by  an  implicit  reliance  on  the  autho- 
rity either  of  individuals,  or  the  dictates  of 
an  affembly  of  Divines  ?  Befides,  have  not 
the  nioft  certain  truths  been  fometimes  con- 
t^radicted;  and  are  not  different  opinions 
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found  among  the  profeflbrs  of  every  fci- 
ence  ?  Has  not  even  natural  philofophy 
her  various  fyftems  ?  are  not  her  votaries 
diftinguifhed  and  denominated  according  as 
they  are  followers  of  Des  Cartes,  Newton, 
or  Leibnits  ?  But  fhould  we  not  reafon  ve- 
ry abfurdly  if  hence  we  were  to  conclude 
that  there  was  no  certainty  in  the  principles 
of  this  fcience  ?  Befides,  the  divilions  and, 
different  opinions  of  chriftians  are  not  con-^ 
cerning  thofe  doctrines  which  immediately 
relate  to  the  nature  of  the  Deity,  or  to  his 
defigns  towards  us  as  our  moral  Governor. 
All  Chriftians,  however  they  may  differ  in 
other  points,  agree  in  thefe  :  All  believe  that 
God  from  motives  of  love  and  mercy  to 
mankind  fent  Jefus,  his  Chrift,  into  the 
world  to  fave  fmful  man,  to  teach  the  will 
of  God,  to  bring  life  and  immortality  to 
light,  and  to  lead  them  to  virtue  and  final 
happinefs.  All  acknowledge  Jefus  as  a  di- 
vine meflenger,  and  as  their  Lord  and  Savi- 
our; all  profefs  their  obligation  to  regulate 
their  conduct  according  to  his  precepts  and 
example.  All  believe  that  he  will  come 
again  in  the  glory  of  the  Father  to  judge 
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mankind,  and  to  difpenfe  the  rewards  and 
punifhments  of  a  future  ftate.  The  agree- 
ment of  all  Chriftians  in  thefe  points  is  a 
proof  that  thefe  doctrines,  at  lead,  arc 
clearly  and  unequivocally  revealed  in  the 
New  Teflament.  Hence  we  may  convert 
the  objection  into  an  argument  in  favour  of 
what  we  have  here  afferted  :  for  if  all  the 
various  fe6ls  of  Chriftians,  who  have  differ- 
ed fo  widely,  and  have  oppofed  each  other 
with  fuch  inveterate  hatred  upon  other 
points,  have  yet  always  agreed  in  thefe  ef- 
fential  doctrines,  it  follows  that  thefe  are  re- 
vealed with  fuch  clearnefs  and  certainty  as 
to  leave  no  room  for  doubt  concernmg 
them,  and  that  the  little  influence  they  have 
on  the  minds  of  profefTors  towards  reflrain- 
ing  their  violent  paffions  and  bitter  animofi- 
ties,  proceeds  from  fome  other  caufe  than 
want  of  perfpicuity. 

Thus  it  appears,  that,  with  refpect  to  the 
cfTentials  of  the  Chriflian  Religion,  the 
knowleds[e  we  derive  from  the  New  Tefla- 
ment  is  attended  with  a  degree  of  certainty 
which  is  fufficient  to  juftify  our  full  convic- 
tion. 


[    29    ] 

tion,  and  to  prevent  our  minds  from  being 
diftrefled  with  doubts  concerning  them. 

But  though  our  certainty  of  the  doctrines 
both  of  natural  and  revealed  religion  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  give  us  a  full  affurance  of  their 
truth ;  yet  it  cannot  be  denied  that  our 
knowledge  of  them  is,  in  many  refpects,  ve- 
ry imperfect.  Let  even  the  wifeft  of  man- 
kind confider  the  vaft  multitude  of  things 
of  which  he  has  only  a  flight  and  fuperficial 
knowledge,  and  he  finds  that  what  he 
knows  bears  only  a  very  fmall  proportion  to 
that  of  which  he  is  ignorant.  The  mind  is 
every  moment  Hopped  in  its  inquiries  by 
difficulties  which  are  infurn\ountable.  Of 
fome  things  we  can  fcarcely  form  an  idea ; 
in  others  we  find  obfcurities  and  inexplica- 
ble difficulties ;  of  very  few  have  we  a  clear, 
and  of  fcarcely  any,  a  full  comprehenfion. 
Even  many  of  thofe  things,  of  which  we 
have  fufficient  certainty  are  attended  with 
fuch  obfcurity  that  the  inquifitive  mind  is 
obflructed  in  its  refearches,  and  obliged  to 
reft  fatisfied  with  a  very  fuperficial  know- 
ledge. 

We  can,  for  inftance,    demonftrate,    by 
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the  mon;  convincing  proofs  the  exiftence  of 
God,  the  fupreme  and  invifible  caufe  of  all 
things.  But  how  little  do  we  know  of  the 
Deity  !  Who  can  inveftigate  his  nature  ? 
or  how  can  we  comprehend  his  neceflfary 
and  eternal  exiftence  ?  Can  we  form  any 
adequate  idea  of  his  creating  the  univerfeby 
a  fingle  act  of  volition,  calling  things  which 
he  not,  even  as  if  they  were  ?  Who  can 
form  any  notion  of  the  manner  in  which 
God  takes  cognizance  of  every  thing 
throughout  the  immenfe  extent  of  the  uni- 
verfe  ?  and  who  can  form  an  idea  of  an  im- 
inaterial  being  ? 

'  We  acknowledge  the  Deity  not  only  as 
the  cr(^ator,  but  alfo  as  the  moral  governblr 
of  the  world.  But  how  little  do  we  know 
of  the  divine  government !  how  contracted 
are  our  views  of  the  plan  of  providence  ! 
Though  we  have  the  mofl  fatisfactory  re^ 
fons  to  be  alTured  that  fupreme  wifdom  di- 
rects every  event,  yet  there  are  many 
things  which  appear  fo  irregular  and  con- 
fiifed,  that  were  we  to  fix  our  attention  up^- 
on  thefe  alone,  we  might  be  tempted  tb 
think  that  every  event   was  the    refiilt  of 

mere 
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mere  chance.  We  are  alfo  cohvinced,  both 
by  reafon  ^nd  revelation,  that  there  will  ht 
a  future  flate  of  exillence :  but  how  very 
obfcure  and  indefinite  is  our  profpect  be- 
yond the  veil  which  feparates  time  from 
eternity !  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  our 
knowledge  of  the  Gofpel  hiftory,  which 
though  fatisfactory,  upon  the  whole,  with 
refpect  to  the  evidence  of  its  truth,  is  never- 
thelefs  in  many  circumftances  imperfect. 
Thus  incomplete  is  all  our  knowledge,  thus 
limited  are  the  powers  and  capacities  of  our 
fouls. — Contemplations  upon  this  fubject 
have  often  infpired  with  melancholy  doubts 
thofe  who  were  the  moft  fincere  and  ardent 
inquirers  after  truth. 

But  nothincT  is  more  unreafonable  than 
the  conclufion  that  we  cannot  know  things 
with  certainty  becaufe  w^e  cannot  know 
them  perfectly.  A  doctrine,  which  is  in 
fome  refpects  beyond  the  reach  of  reafon, 
muft  not  be  confounded  with  a  doctrine 
which  is  directly  contrary  to  it.  The  latter 
is  no  object  of  our  faith,  as  what  is  in  itfelf 
contradictory  and  impoffible  cannot  be  true; 
but  the  former  ought  not  to  be  thus  reject- 
ed. 
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ed. — When,  for  example,  we  have  deduced 
from  the  moil  certain  principles  the  exif- 
tence  of  the  eternal  and  fupreme  caufe, 
our  imperfect  knowledge  of  his  nature  and 
attributes  can  be  no  juft  reafon  for  doubting 
the  truth  itfelf.  The  fame  holds  good  with 
refpect  to  the  doctrine  of  an  all-directing 
providence,  for  which  the  moft  convincing 
arguments  are  derived  from  the  knowledge 
we  have  of  the  divine  attributes,  and  the 
wonderful  order  and  regular  courfe  of  the 
world  and  all  its  events.  Thofe  things  there- 
fore which  cannot  be  reconciled,  or  may- 
appear  contrary  to  it,  fhould  not  be  conli- 
dered  as  proceeding  from  real,  but  only 
from  apparent  irregularities,  and  attributa- 
ble folely  to  the  narrow  limits  of  our  under- 
flandings,  and  to  the  fmall  part  of  that  im- 
menfe  plan  of  operation  which  lies  before 
us. — Look  back  into  the  hiilory  of  arts  and 
of  fciences,  anfl  you  will  fee  mankind  often 
murmuring  at,  or  condemning  as  ufelefs, 
thofe  things  which  a  more  improved  philo- 
fophy  has  fhewn  either  not  to  exifl,  or  to 
be  highly  beneficial  and  wifely  ordered. 
Thus  the  poet  Lucretius  complains  that 

two 
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two  zones  aije  uninhabitable,  one  from  ex- 
ceflive  cold,  the  other  from  immoderate 
heat ;  that  mountains,  feas,  and  lakes, 
.>vhich  take  up  fo  great  a  part  of  the  fur- 
jface  of  the  earth,  are  entirely  ufelefs.  Thus 
does  feif-conceit  make  its  own  ignorance  the 
flandard  by  which  it  prefumes  to  eftimate 
the  works  of  infinite  v/ifdom. 

-AVe  fee  then  that  though  objections  may 
be  flarted  to  things  obfcure  and  difficult  in 
revelation,  our  faith  in  it  ought  not  to  be 
weakened,  even  though  we  (liould  not  be 
able  to  remove, them.  There  being  a  wide 
difference  between  objections  which  relate 
only  to  particular  parts  of  a  hiflory,  and 
thofe  which  ftrike  at  the  authenticity  of  the 
hiftory  itfelf,  or  the  evidence  upon  which  it 
is  admitted.  , 

If  this  diftinction  be  not  obferved,  all  hu- 
man knowledge  might  be  made  to  appear 
uncertain  and  precarious,  no  fcience  being 
entirely  free  from  difficulties,  and  hardly 
any  truth  concerning  which  doubts  may 
not  be  darted.  So  that  were  we  to  confine 
our  belief  to  fuch  things  only  as  we  could 
perfectly  know,  we  (hould  be  confined  with- 

D  in 


in  the  verge  of  matliematicai  deiiionflra- 
tion. 

It  remains  now  to  inquire  whether  a  more 
complete  certainty  with  regard  to  religious 
truth  would  be  equally  fuited  to  our  circum- 
flances  as  rational  beings  in  a  ftate  of  trial 
and  moral  difcipline; 

Two  moral  principles  generally  actuate 
mankind. — The  one  is  a  love  of  virtue,  the 
other  is  a  defire  of  happinefs. — It  is  the  for- 
mer of  thefe  that  gives  our  actions  moral 
worth,  by  which  we  do  not  mean  to  affert 
that  a  good  man  is  not,  or  ought  not  to  be 
influenced  by  a  dehre  of  greater  perfection 
and  happinefs,  but  only  that  reward  is  not 
the  fple  foundation  of  moral  ,  obligation^ 
Our  beneficent  Creator  has  implanted  in  us 
this  defire  of  happinefs, .  and  has  in  general, 
even  in  this  life,  connected  enjoyment  with 
virtue  and  mifery  with  vice,  in  order  to  en- 
courage us  to  the  one,  and  deter  us  from 
the  other.  But  it  is  inconfiftent  with  a  ftate 
of  probation  that  thefe  confequences  of  vir- 
tue and  vice  fhould  be  fo  immediate  ana 
certain  as  to  have, ,  in  every  inftarice,  an  ir- 
rehltible  mifuence  Oh  our  Will.  :  ^' 
'  To 
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To  fcings  fituated 'as  we -are,    in   a  (late 
of  triai','  a'nd,  perhaps,  in  the  loweft  ftage  of 
their  exiftence,   perfect  aflurance  and  per- 
fect knowledge  are  impoffible.     It  is  proper 
that  a  fincere  and  virtuous  mind  fhould  have 
fu'ch  a  degree  of  certainty  of  the  righteous, 
deahngs  of  God^as  a  rhbtal  governor*,' k"^'; 
will  keep  ali'(^6  faith   and  infj3ire  "Irope -^3113 
confidence',  Trutfo  far  is  a  pa:lp^aM6' certbLinty"'^* 
frtifn  being  tieceffary,    thatSt  woiild^  bW-^in-  " 
coftfiftent  with  a  ftate  oMrG^^atioti'   Wfiat*^' 
would  become  of  faith;   oF'liope,    of  ptf-"  " 
tience,  of  felf- denial,  arid  of  Various  qthet ., 
virtues  and  gfac&s  of  thie  chriftian  warfare  ?^-" 
Tte  exercife  of  thefe  form  the  life  of  GodV'- 
m -the  fold  of  man.      They ''have  a 'beaiity 
and  dignity  far  furpafTirig  ari^'  other  attaiil-V ' 
ments  to  which  mortals  cari  afrive. '  7' 

Unequal  difpenfations  of  g66d  arid  evil" 
are,  perhaps,  infeparable  from  om*  p^refent  ' 
ftate  of  exiftence.     Even  misfortunes  and 
afflictions  have  their  ufe;  inftarices  often  oc- 
cur in  which  they  are  tSie  means  of  .increa.f-,, 
ing  our  happiriefs  even  lieVe;f  'arid,;  if  we*.' 
rightly  improve  them,  they   will   certainly 
promote  our  greateft  and  ultimate  felicity  : 
D  2  they 
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they  pioderate  our  attachment  to  the  .things 
of  this  world,  draw  off  our  regards,  from  in^o 
ferigr  objects,  recal  us  toa  fenfe  of  duty,  and(j 
convince  us  of  the  fuperior  value  of  a  betT-jj 
ter  and  .more  exalted  ftate  of  exillence.        .f j 

,  Withi  refpect  tp  the.genui.ne,nefs  and  cre-^'| 
dibility  of  the  Gpfpel,  and  of  the  •  hiftprical, 5 
facts  related  ijatheNew  Teftament,  it.  has., 
been  objected  that  the  evidence  might  U63 
ftronge;^ ;  that , God  qr^ight  cpnhrm  it  to  u^-[\ 
ar^ew  by  miracles,  ^nd  thus  remove  all  pof-;-)^ 
fibijity  of  doubt  with  regard  to  its  truth.  ...j,,),,^ 

.  In' anfwer  to  this  we  may  obferve,  in  the.f  j 
fnift  place,  that  miracles  by  being  often  re-vy 
peated  would  cpafe  to, , have  tteir  effect ;  arjd^ 
that^ ,  hpwpver ,  jtuitable  fucK  .ext^aordinar^yfj  j 
difplays  of  Diviiie  power  mciy^b^ito  the  efta^jj^ 
blifliment  of  a  n^w  difpenfation,  ,;they  ^^xi^^^ 
not  neceffary  at.^a  period  when,  the  fulfil- 
ment of  prophecy  amply  fupplies  theirj^ 
place.  ^    -v.-  -.-.  'i  !> 

Befides,  as  we  obferved  on  another  ,pcc^-|f. 
fion,  the:queO;ion  is  not  concerning  the  Jpoj^-.^ 
fibility  of  ftronger  ^vidence,  bi;t  concerning  .; 
the  ;fufficiencry-  of  the  prefent^  ,and.  tli,e  grpSLt-^^ 
er. advantage  derivable  from  it.    ..^-o  cto  ru^fo 
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God  deals  with  mankind  as  with  free  and 
rational  agents.  He  deiires  that  they  fliould 
come  to  the  know! edee  of  the  truth  and  livfe 
according  to  his  v/iil ;  but  he' will  not  fore^ 
them  to  this,  or  compel  them  to  be  pious 
and  virtuous.  This  would  be  totally  incon- 
fiilent  with  the  nature  of  virtue,  and  with 
moral  agency.  It  would  however  be  a  kind 
of  compulfion  if  the  principles  of  the  Gof- 
pel  were  forced  upon  the  mind  with  the  pal- 
pable evidence  that  this  objection  feems  to 
require. 

On  the  contrary,  in  our  reception  of  re- 
ligious truth,  much  depends  on  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  heart.  This  is  beautifully  fet 
forth  in  the  parable  of  our  blefferl  Lord,  un- 
der the  figure  of  the  Sower  who  went  forth 
to  fow  feed.  He  who  is  a  flave  to  vicious 
inclinations  and  habits,  will  not  eafily  be 
convinced  by  moral  difquifitions.  He  will 
cherifh  doubts  in  his  mind  that  will  prevent 
his  affenting  to  truths,  which  are  difpleafmg 
to  his  tafte. 

There  is   a   natural    affinity  between    a 

good  heart,  and  the  truths   of  the   Gofpel. 

As  a  found  eye  fees  objects   as  they  really 
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'are,  fo  a  good  and  virtuous  heart  receives 
•the  general  truths  Cjf  religion  in  their  real 
form,  and  with  their  natural  tendency. 
But  there  is,  ,in  a  vicious  difpofition,  a  na- 
tural antipathy  to  moral  and  religious  truth. 
Perfons  pf  this  character  have  an  averfion 
to  every  thing  which  countei-acts  their  vici- 
ous inclinations,  and  condemns  their  fmful 
courfe ;  the  light  of  religious  truth  is  pain- 
ful, and  the  darknefs  of  fcepticifm  becomes 
their  refuge,  becaufe  it  leaves  them  to  go 
on  without  reflraint. 

This  tendency  in  mankind  to  believe  thofe 
truths  which  are  mod  congenial  to  their  ha- 
bitual affections,  was  often  the  fubject  of 
ourbleffed  Lord's  difcourfes.  Hence  he  fo 
frequently  infilled  on  the  neceflity  of  a  vir- 
tuous difpohtion,  as  the  only  means  by 
which  his  doctrines  could  gain  accefs  to  the 
heart.  "  If  any  man  (fays  he)  will  do  the 
"  will  of  God,  he  fliall  know  of  the  doctrine 
"  whether  it  be  of  God  or  whether  I  fpeak 
"  of  myfelf " 

Hence  alfo  the  propriety  of  the  miffion  of 
John  the  Baptift,  who  went  forth  as  the  har- 
binger to  prepare  a  way  for  the  adraiffion 

of 
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of  the  doctrines  and  precepts  of  the  Gofpel 
into  the  hearts  of  men,  by  awakening  them 
to  a  fenfe  of  their  condition  and  producing 
in  them  a  fmcere  repentance. 

To  conclude ;  thofe  fundamental  princi- 
ples upon  which  all  true  religion  depends 
are  by  no  means  deficient  in  certainty  as 
they  are  unfolded  in  the  Gofpel.  That  there 
is  a  God  who  created  the  world  and  all  that 
it  contains,  who  continually  preferves  and 
governs  it  by  his  providence — that  it  is  our 
duty  to  love,  obey  and  reverence  this  Cre- 
ator and  Benefactor — that  he  neither  is,  nor 
can  be,  indifferent  to  the  moral  conduct  of 
his  reafonable  offspring — and  that,  accord- 
ing to  their  works  he  will  revv^ard  or  punifli 
them  hereafter ;  thefe  are  truths  conforma- 
ble to  found  reafon,  and  fufhciently  cflab- 
lifhed  by  the  authority  of  revelation. 

The  doubts  which  may  arife  concerning 
them  are  of  no  weight,  when  compared  with 
the  arguments  in  their  favour,  and  will 
therefore  have  no  influence  on  a  ferious  and 
well-difpofed  heart.  To  clear  up  every 
difficulty  that  may  occur  refpecting  the  con- 
tents of  revelation,  and  to  remove  every 
D  4  objec- 
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objection  that  may  be  urged  againfl  it,  is,  in 
the  prefent  flate,  impoffible.  To  creatures 
fo  fhort-fighted  as  we  are,  many  things  muft 
be  in  part  concealed.  Nor  can  we  who, 
perhaps,  are  in  the  lowed  rank  of  intelligent 
beings,  who  are  placed  here  in  a  ftate  of 
difcipline  to  cultivate  our  rational  powers 
ahd  improve  our  capacities  of  knowledge, 
expect  to  fathom  every  truth,  or  perfect- 
ly to  comprehend  the  depths  of  divine 
wifdom.  ''  Here  we  walk  by  faith,  and  not 
«  by  fight." 

There  are,  and  mud  be,  many  things 
which  we  are  obliged  to  receive  as  truths, 
and  which  even  the  greateft  fceptic  believes 
as  fuch,  concerning  which  it  is  impoffible  to 
remove  every  doubt  that  may  arife.  Why 
fhould  we  require  greater  certainty  concern- 
ing religion  ?  Here  we  know  but  in  part : 
but  the  time  will  come,  when  all  thefe  mifts 
will  be  difpelled  by  the  radiant  luflre  of 
truth !  "  When  that  which  is  perfect  is 
"  come,  then  that  which  is  in  part  fhall  be 
"  done  away  :  for  now  we  fee  through  a  glafs 
"  darkly  ;  but  then  face  to  face." 

They  who,  by  walking  in  Ihe  paths   of 

truth 
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truthandvirtue,  endeavour  to  prepare  tbem- 
felves  for  a  future  ftate,  will  there  enjoy  an 
opportunity  of  extending  their  rational  fa- 
culties, of  making  further  progrcfs  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  unbounded  works,  and 
infinitely  wife  difpenfations  of  the  Deity. 
To  them  the  treafures  of  divine  wifdom  will 
be  abundantly  opened:  they  will  be  admit- 
ted into  the  fanctuary  of  heavenly  truth,  and 
as  they  advance  into  it  will,  with  heartfelt 
rapture,  adopt  the  exclamation  of  the  Apof- 
tle,  "  O!  the  depth  of  the  riches  both  of 
"  the  wifdom  and  the  knowledsre  of  God ! 
"  how  unfearchable  are  his  judgments,  and 
"  his  ways  pail  finding  out !"  They  will 
fpend  eternal  ages  in  inveftigating  the  moft 
aftonifliing  and  delightful  truths,  and  in  them 
find  inexhaufl;ible  fources  of  gratitude  and 
praife. 

Such  is  the  happy  employment  defl;ined 
for  us,  as  intelligent  beings  and  as  Chriftians, 
when  the  veil  fhall  be  removed  from  ouu 
eyes,  and  our  capacities  be  enlarged  to  fur- 
vey  the  wonderful  works  of  God.  Let 
us  not  "  cafl  away  the  pearl  of  great 
"  price,"    but    rather  determine    with  the 

Apoftle 
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Apftftle  "to  count  all  things  but  tofs,  that 
"  we  may  win  Chrift,"  in  whom  are  contain- 
ed, and  by  whom  will  be  adminiftered,  all 
the  riches  of  wifdom  and  of  happinefs. 


r. 
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S  E  R  M  O  N     III. 

This  is  a  faithful  faying  and  worthy  of  all. 
acceptation,  that  Chrifi  Jefus  canne  into  the 
world  tofavefinners,     i  Tim.  i.  45. 

IT  is  a  melancholy  reflection  that,  in  aa 
enlightened  age  and  a  Proteflant  country, 
the  miniflers  of  the  Gofpel  fliould  find  the 
falutary  effects  of  their  labours  obftructcd 
by  the  influence  of  fcepticifm  and  infidelity. 
Did  we,  like  the  clergy  of  the  Romifh 
church,  lock  up  the  fources  of  religious 
truth,  by.prohibiting  the  reading  of  the  Scrip- 
tures ;  did  we  demand  the  facrifice  of  your 
reafon  to  your  faith  ;  did  we  involve  religion 
in  myflical  obfcurity,  and  infifl  upon  your 
believing  implicitly  and  without  examina- 
tion all  that  we  preach,  you  would  be  jufti- 
fied  in  revolting  from  fuch  fpiritual  tyranny; 
your  fcepticifm  would  beexcufable  and  your 
infidelity  not.  aflonifhing.  But  when,  in- 
flead  of  excluding  you  from  the  fountain  of 

facred 


'[    44    ] 

facred  truth,  we  intreat  you  to  fearch  the 
Scriptures;  when  we  befeech  you  to  try 
every  doctrine  we  .preach  by  the  ftandards 
of  reafon  and  revelation,  one  would  imagine 
that,  when  thus  candidly  and  fairly  treated, 
fcepticifm  would  ceafe  to  doubt,  and  incre- 
dulity blufh  at  her  obilinacy. 

Our  modern  itifidels  are  of  two  claffes  : 
in  one  clafs  we  may  rank  thofe  who  are  un- 
believers from  ignorance,  levity  and  indif- 
■ference.  Libertines  in  principle  and  fre- 
quently ftr  Cbiiduct^they  are  equally  igno- 
rant of  haturar  and  revealed  religion,  and 
equally  indifferent  to  the  interefts  of  both. 
"Whatever  character  they  may  aflume  they 
certainly  deferve  not  the  name  of  philofo- 
phers,  as  the  little  knowledge  they  poflefs 
confifts  in  gleanings  from  the  fuperficial 
writinsfsof  the  French  Deills  ;  authors  who 
deal  in  bold  affertions  and  lively  mifrepre- 
fentations,  and  who  fubflitute  the  vivacity 
bfWit  f6r  depth  of  reafoning  and  folidity  of 
argumentl"';^/'^j^ 

But  there  is'ahother  clafs  of  fceptics  whofe 
characters  claim  the  efleem,  and  whofe  er- 
rors excite  the  coiApaflion  of  every  fmcere 

and 
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profcfled  Deifts^  \^lip  ack,aov4edgie;^}ie  priii-  ; 
cipjes„|and  in.^h^  ,niain;  live  ^grq<^a][).l-)^jto  the 
rules ; :  of;  ■  riatural  Religi^)!!  -yV or; ;  t^Qle  who,. r 
whije -they  pais  imderitl^e  denorr^ination  of^j 
Chriftlansy  yetj  flrp^n  thdjj  qyii  partial  views  - 
o£jthei  Gofpelj  or  fr'pna,  its  having  been  re- 
prefented  tp  them  thrQughr  the  medium  of 
fuperftition  or  fanatiqifm,  are  in  doubt  whe- 
ther to  believe  or  to  reject  Chriftianity. — 
Such  there  are  in  al mod  every  religious  fo- 
ciety,  who  maintain  upon  the  whole  an  up- 
right and    benevolent  conduct,    and   may 
juftly  be  faid  to  be  not  far  from  the  kingdom  , 
of  heaven.     All  fuch  I  would  moft  affection- 
ately and  earneftly  intreat  to  view  the  Gof- 
pel  through  the  combined  mediums  of  rea- 
fon  and  revelation,  diligently  to  examine  its 
evidences,  and  candidly  to  fearch  the  Scrip- 
tures; and  I  am  certain  that  the  confequence 
of  fuch  an  inquiry  will   be  the  removal  of 
their  unhappy   doubts  :    for,  though  while 
in  this  (late  of  being  we  can  know  but  in 
part,  yet  fo  much  knowledge  is  within  the 
reach  of  all  as  will  convince  them  of  tlie  ex- 
cellence of  theOofpel,  and  render  them  "not 
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"  only   almofl:    but   altogether   Chrillians/' 
both  in  principle  and  practice^-' '  -^  ^^'-^r^^^J-'. 

The  end  of  our  Saviour's  c6imh^mto'\iie  '' 
world,  as  eXprelTed  in  the  text  and  iri  num- 
berlefs  other  paflages  of  the  New  Tdftament, 
is  fo  benevolent  in  itfelf,  and  fo  worthy  of 
the  infinite  goodnefs  6fthe  "Deity, ;that  ho\\rJ^^ 
ever  men  may  caVil -at'the  tyofpel  in  other'" 
refpects,  its  defign  at  leaft  can  admit 'of  no 
exception;  this  comes  home  to  the  bofoms -^ 
of  all,  offers  a  remedy  of  which  alHia'nd  in '-' 
need,   and  is  worthy  of  acceptation  fi-om  • 
every  one  who  has  the  l^aft  fenfe  of  his  oWn- 
condition.  ^    '•-  -' '■       '     ..-:-. 

The  confident  Deifl  muft  allbv/  his  obli-  . 
gations  to  the  practice  of  piety  and -virtue  ;^-' 
he  muft  acknowledge  that  as  a  in6ral' agent 
he  is  accountable  to'  the  moral  Governor  of 
the  univerfe,  who  will  reward  or  punifk  him 
according  as  he 'has  acted  conformably  to 
the  dictates  of  confcience  and  the  natural 
obligations  of  virtue.     And  where  is   the 
man  who,    after  having  taken  a  retrofpect 
of  life,  tan  fay  that  he  has  not,  in  many  in- 
{leinces;  acted  againft  the  plain  dictates  of 
his^  confcience,  and  in  a  manner  detrimental 

to 


to  his TeHo-w-cy^nft^s  ? '  =  iKffiorFail,  •■^hat: 
ever  may  be  their  fentirfiehts  o^'Veligiori/ 
mirfl;  acknowledge  theirifelves  finneA 

To  take  cognizance  of  vice  a:?  wr^Ii'as'of 
virtue  is  infeparable  frarti  the  character  of  a 
moral  Governor;  and  t6  ftippofe  that  either, 
we  or  our  actions  are  too  infignificant  to 
engage  his  attention,  is  not  humbling  our- 
felves,  but  degrading  the  Deity  whofe  in- 
fpecting  eye  and  guardian  care  extend  as 
well  to  the  meanell  as  to  the  greateft  of  his 
works.  It  is  not  iefs  a  dictate  of  natural 
than  of  revealed  religion,  that  "  not  a  fpar- 
"  row  falls  to  the  ground"  without  his  per- 
miffion,  and  that  "  the  very  hairs  of  our 
"  head  are  all  numbered"  before  him. 

Whence  then  can  the  Deift  hope  for  the 
pardon  of  his  fms,  and  the  acceptance  of  hisf 
piety  and  virtue,  evidently  deficient  and  im- 
perfect? Whence,  but  from  the  benefi- 
cence and  mercy  of  a  Being  whom  he  con- 
ceives to  be  infinitely  good  as  well  as  jufl;  ? 
— In  this  the  Deifi:  agrees  with  the  Chrifl:ian, 
and  the  hopes  of  nature  are  the  fame  with 
thofe  afforded  by  the  Gofpel.  But  with  ref- 
pect  to  the  foundation  and  extent  of  thefe 
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hD.p«5,  how,  great  are  thp  advantages  which 
the  Gfiriftian  enjoys,  and  I|ow  thankfully 
ought  we  to  accept. ^fj  j^l^e.affurance  the. 
Gofpel  bellows !  .  ...  ,  ', 
,  The  obligations  of  .the  peiH;  *^[ith  .regard 
to  mopl  duty  are  exactly  the,  .fame  with 
thofe^  of  the  ChrijQiian.  •  In  this,  cafe  the. 
Gofpel . impofes  no  new., yoke;  but  only, 
opens  to  our  view  additional  ,  motives, 
and;  confers  more  powerful  aihftance  to- 
wards ,the  performance  of  that  obedience  to 
which  ,  we  were  by  the  conditions  of  our 
nature  already  bound,  .t  As  it  is  true  that  all 
are  under,  an  obligation  to  obey  the  laws  of 
reafon  and  confcience,  it  is  equally  certain 
that  none  perfectly,  and  few  even  tolerably, 
comply  with  this  obligation  and  pay  this 
obedience. 

In  thefe  circumflances  all  the  probability 
which  unaffifted  reafon  can  attain,  all  the 
hopes  that  natural  religion  can  form,  is  a 
prefumption  from  the  goodnefs  of  the  Deity 
and  the  weaknefs  of  man,  that  God  may  for- 
bear to  render  his  creatures  finally  miferablc 
on  account  of  their  fms,  and  that  iafter  they 
have  been  purified  from  their  vice$^  by  pu-. 
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nidiment  and  difcipline  their  imperfect  obe- 
dience may  be  accepted.  This  was  the  opi- 
nion of  many  of  the  ancient  philofophers, 
and  from  hence  the  Church  of  Rome  de- 
rived the  doctrine  of  purgatory.  Modern 
Deifls  have  afcribed  to  natural  religion  ma- 
ny ideas  derived  from  the  Old  and  New 
Teftament,  and  have  credited  reafon  for 
thofe  difcoveries  for  which  they  are  indebted 
to  the  revelation  which  they  affect  to  def- 
pife.  Jt  is  with  me  a  doubt  whether  the  cer- 
tainty of  the  forgivenefs  of  fms,  upon  repen- 
tance alone,  be  a  doctrine  difcoverable  by 
unafTifled  reafon  ;  but,  without  difputing  this 
point,  we  may  fafely  affert  that  a  prefump- 
tion  of  this  is  the  utmofl  to  which  unafiifted 
reafon  can  attain.  As  even  according  to  the 
dictates  of  natural  religion  we  can  claim  no 
merit,  we  can,  upon  the. fame  principles, 
challeng-e  no  reward :  much  iefs  can  the 
light  of  reafon  and  the  rules  of  natural  equi- 
ty give  linful  and  imperfect  creatures  any 
foundation  to  expect  a  reward  infinitely  ex- 
ceeding the  merits  even  of  the  moft  perfect 
obedience  and  virtue. 

As  confcious  of  having  offended,  the  wiOi 
E  to 
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to  be  pardoned  by  God  is  natural  to  every 
thinking  being.  But  while  unaflifted  reafon 
labours  hard  to  raife  this  wifh  into  a  hope, 
which  after  all  refts  upon  a  narrow  founda- 
tion, the  Gofpel  prevents  your  wiflies, 
builds  up  your  hopes  upon  the  amplefl 
grounds,  and  freely  offers  more  than  mart 
can  defire. — In  the  facred  page  of  revelation 
we  find  propofed  to  all  who  are  fincerely 
repentant,  not  merely  the  doubtful  profpect 
of  pardon,  but  the  full  promife  of  forgive- 
nefs,  the  free  affurance  of  impunity,  the 
immenfe  gift  of  eternal  life  and  happinefs. 

Nature  fees  all  her  children  defcending  to 
the  grave,  laments  them  hafting  to  that 
*'  undifcovered  country  from  whofe  dark 
"  bourn  no  traveller  returns,"  and  while  the 
weary  worn-out  pilgrim  wanders  through 
the' dark  valley  of  the  fhadow  of  death,  the 
feeble  lamp  of  reafon  can  offer  nothing  to 
comfort  him  in  his  paffage,  except  the  faint 
prefumption  that  there  may  be  an  hereafter, 
which,  like  the  doubtful  glimmer  of  twi- 
light, ferves  rather  to  difcover  than  to  dif- 
pel  the  horrors  around  him,  and  inftead  of 
illuminating  the  fcene,  only  renders  dark- 
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nefs  vifible.  But  how  nobly  different  arc 
the  profpects  afforded  by  the  Gofpel  ?  The 
Chriftian  is  taught  to  look  upon  this  flate  as 
no  more  than  the  dawn  of  immortality.  His 
exiilence  in  this  world,  with  all  its  advan- 
tages, he  confiders  as  bearing  an  infinitely 
lefs  proportion  to  his  life  and  happinefs  here- 
after, than  the  confined  condition  of  the  iny 
fant  in  the  womb  does  to  the  faculties  and 
enjoyments  of  the  full-grown  man.  Thefe 
exalted  views  afford  him  comfort  amidll  the 
forrows  of  affliction,  and  fecurity  amidft  the 
fnares  of  profperity  :  they  render  him  happy 
during  this  life,  and  in  death  open  to  his 
view  the  mofl:  tranfporting  fcenes.  Affured 
that  Chrift  came  into  the  world  to  fave  fin- 
ners,  he  gratefully  complies  with  the  terms, 
and  in  the  exercife  of  a  fincere  repentance 
humbly  relies  on  the  goodnefs  and  power  of 
his  Redeemer.  The  promifes  of  acceptance 
and  fupport,  of  life  and  happinefs  hereafter, 
beam  full  upon  his  mind,  and  cheer  his  de- 
parting moments.  Death  he  confiders  as 
the  gate  of  life,  pain  and  ficknefs  as  the  road 
to  happinefs  eternal.  Death  is  aboliffied  by 
his  conquering  Lord,  and  life  and  immor- 
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tality  brought  to  light.  Heaven  in  all  its 
fjiendours  breaks  in  upon  his  hght,  that 
glorious  palace  of  his  Father  and  his  God, 
in  which  are  many  manfions  where  his  Sa- 
*  viour  has  prepared  a  place  for  him,  and 
where  he  fliall  enjoy  life  for  ever,  and  be 
condantly  improving  in  knowledge,  in  vir- 
tue and  in  happinefs,  through  all  the  endlefs 
ages  of  eternity. 

So  noble  are  thefe  hopes  of  glory,  that 
one  would  imagine  they  would  be  joyfully 
accepted  by  mankind,  though  the  terms 
upon  which  they  are  offered  w^ere  difficult 
and  fevere.  But  the  free  and  unmerited 
goodnefs  of  God  is  not  lefs  evident  in  the 
means  of  grace  than  in  the  hope,  of  glory. 

To  the  diligent  and  .uniform;  practice  of 
piety  and  virtuje,.you3,reialre9idy, .bound  by 
the  law  of  naturae.;,  To .-xepentance  for  your 
paftoifences  andj  tlie  -amendment  of  youit 
f u ty re  live?, ,  yoj^,  are , ^obliged  even  b)^  the 
faint  hopes,  ei  pardor^r-which  natural  religion 
difcovejrs.  What  new  yoke  docs  the  Gofpel 
impofe  xvhichfliould  deter  yoUjfj'om  thank- 
fully accepting  its  profTered  mercy  ?  It  re- 
quires our  faith.     But  can  it  be  deemed  un- 
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jufi:  that  a  rational  being  filould  believe  what 
he  may  fairly  examjh6,.  and    of  the  divine 
authority  of  which  he 'may   have  full  con- 
viction?    Can   it   be  thought  unreafonable 
that  his"  conduct    fiiould   be  influenced   by 
the  mod  exalted  motives  derived  from    the 
pureil  truths  ? — It  requires  our  grateful  love 
of  that.  Redeemer  who  gave   himfelf  to  the 
end  "  that  all  who  believe  in  him  (hould  not 
"  perifh,    but  have  everlafling  life."     And 
for  fuch  inconceivable  benefits  is  the  debt  of 
gratitude  burdenfome  ?     Are  we  forgetful 
that  we  owe  even  our  temporal   mercies  to 
the  divine  bounty,  and   are  we  loth  to  add 
fpiritual  bleffings  to  the  vaft    account  ?     Is 
love  to  fuch  a  benefaftor  a  fentiment  foreign 
to  a  well-difpofed  mind  ?  is  it  forced  upon 
the  affet'tions  of  a  benevolent  heart  ?     Wc 
are   required  to  rely  on  his  mediation  and 
favihg  power.     But    can    it    be  thought  a 
hardfhip  to  truR  in  him    of  whofe    ability 
and  inclination  to  befriend  us  we  have  the 
mofh  ample  demonflration  ?     Is  a  long  train 
of  ritual  obfeA'ances  and  expeniive  facrifices 
appointed  as  the  condition  of  our  falvation  ? 
The  Gofpel  inflitutes. only  two  pofltive  ordi- 
E  3  nances. 


t    54    3 

nances,  and  thefe  neither  of  a  nature  trou- 
blefome,  expenfive,  or  painfal.  The  fim- 
ple  rite  of  Baptifm  is  fubftituted  for  the 
painful  ceremony  of  Circumcifion,  and  the 
Lqrd's  Supper  every  one  muft  acknowledge 
to  be  an  inf^itutiQn  not  burdenfome  yet  well 
calculated  to  revive  in  our  minds  a  fenfe  of 
our  obligations  to  our  dying  Lord. 

Thus  limited  are  the  views,  thus  faint  the 
hopes,  thus  poor  the  confolation  which  na- 
tural religion,  has  to  ofter  to  creatures  con- 
ffious  of  having  deviated  from,  the  path  of 
duty  ;  to  creatures  confcious  of  having   of- 
fended a  being  of  infinite  purity  andjuftice. 
Yet  fain.t  as   are  thefe  hopes,    poor  as  are 
thefe  confolations,  even  thefe  are  not  obvi- 
ous apd, common  to  all.     Not  even  thefe  fa- 
vours, fmall  as  they  are,  has  nature  impart- 
ed to  uiankirid  in  general ;  a  few  only  of  her 
favorites  to  whom  (he  has  been  partial,  and 
whom  (he  has  blefled  with  larger  capacities 
and  itronger  powers   than  were  the  lot  of 
others,  b.a^Ye  been  able  to  inveftigate  and  to. 
enjoy  them.      Thefe  truths,    imperfect  as 
they  are,  cannot  be  deemed  the  fpontane- 
ous  productions  of  nature,  the  fruit  of  eve- 
ry 
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ry  foil,  and  common  to  every  climate.  Like 
the  tender  exotic,  they  feem  the  natives  of 
fome  happier  Ilcy,  which  can  with  diiliculty 
exift  amidfl  the  chilhng  difcouragements, 
and  the  tempeftuous  paihons  of  this  uncer- 
tain ftate.  Here  they  cannot  be  produced 
without  much  cukure,  nor  preferved  with- 
out much  care ;  the  cold  foil  of  human  rea- 
fon  is  not  fufficiently  fertile  for  their  produce 
without  the  genial  warmth  of  more  than 
common  genius,  and  the  preparation  of  ex- 
traordinary culture  :  how  much  care  is  ne- 
cefTary  to  preferve  them  from  being  warped 
by  error,  or  blafled  by  fuperftition  !  and  af- 
ter all,  how  few,  hov/  unfatisfying  the 
fruits  they  yield  !  But  view  thefe  truths  in 
the  native  clim€,  fee  them  planted  in  the 
foil  of  the  Gofpel;  how  vigorous,  bow 
abundant  is  their  growth  !  In  vain  would 
the  pernicious  weeds  of  error  creep  around 
the  root,  and  v/ith  infidious  grafp  twine 
around  the  branches ;  in  vain  would  the 
malignant  blafts  of  fuperftition  check  the 
growth,  and  fruftrate  the  fertility  of  this  ce- 
leftial  plant.  Deeply  rooted  and  conftantly 
preferved  by  the  foftering  care  of  its  divine 
E  4  Author, 
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Author,  it  triumphs  over  all  oppofitlon, 
fpreads  its  branches  far  and  wide,  and,-  free 
as  the  common  benefits  of  nature,  difpenfes 
the  fruits  of  heavenly  joy  and  confolation 
to  mankind. 

To  the  man  whofe  rejection  of  the  Gof- 
pel  proceeds  from  the  corruption  of  his 
heart,  and  the  licentioufnefs  of  his  life,  the 
above  arguments  are  nbt  addrefled.  A  can- 
did difcuffion  is  what  he  ftudioufly  avoids. 
Ignorance  and  infenfibility  give  a  falfe  re- 
pofe  to  his  confcience,  and  lead  to  that  le- 
thargic ftate  which  is  the  higheft  wifh  of  his 
degraded  heart.  But  while  we  turn  with 
mixed  feelings  of  difpleafure  and  pity  from 
beings  whofe  probationary  courfe  is  thus 
perverted,  and  whofe  end  is  deJlructioJi,  we 
feel  the  utmoU  concern  for  the  man,  whofe 
virtuous  conduct  and  amiable  difpofition 
are  productive  of  happinefs  to  thofe  with 
whom  he  (lands  connected  in  fociety,  while 
within  himfelf  all  is  doubt  and  darknefs,  and 
his  voyage  through  this  life  uncertain,  un- 
coniforiable  and  gloomy,  like  that  of  the 
mariner  without  a  compafs  to  direct  his  way 
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Let  fuch,  who  are  willing  to  fubmit  to 
the  moral  reftraints  which  Gofpel  purity  re- 
quires avail  themfelves  of  the  light  revela- 
tion affords,  and  of  the  fuccours  which 
grace  holds  out.  Let  them  weigh  the  argu- 
ments in  its  favour,  and  like  the  faithful 
Bereansj^flrc^  the  Scriptures  with  candour, 
humility,  and  diligence ;  and  may  the  iffue 
of  fuch  endeavours  refemble  the  declaration 
of  thofe  honefl  inquirers  who,  after  afcer- 
taining  the  report  of  the  Samaritan  woman, 
returned  and  faid,  "  Now  we  believe,  not 
"  becaufe  of  thy  fayings,  for  we  have  heard 
"  him  ourfelves,  and  we  know  that  this  is 
*'  indeed  the  Chrift,  the  Saviour  of  the 
*'  world." 
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SERMON     IV. 


OJ  a  truth  I  perceive  that  God  is  no  refpeder 
of  perfons :    but  in  every  nation  he  that 
jeareth  him  cmd  worketh  righteoufnefs  is  aC' 
cepted  of  him^    Acts  x.  34,35. 

THIS  humane  reflection  may  be   conCi- 
dered  as   the  triumph  of  evangelical 
benevolence  over  Jewifh  bigotry.     The  oc- 
cafion  on  which  it  was  made  was  memora- 
ble, as  it  is  generally  believed  that  Corneli- 
us and  his  family  were  the  firft  among  the 
Gentiles,  to  whom  the  gofpel  was  declared, 
and  who  were  admitted  into  the  bofom  of 
the  chriftian  church.      The  apoftle  Peter, 
by  whom  it  was  uttered,  was  originally  a 
Jew  of  no  liberal  education,  and  till  this  pe- 
riod, not  a  little  infected  with  the  contract- 
ed notions  of  his  countrymen.     Like  the  reft 
of  that  nation  be  confidered  the  Ifraelites  as 
the  only  favourites  of  God,  and  deemed  all 
others  as  unworthy  of  the  attention  of  the 
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Deity.  •  This  temper  was  often  apparent  in 
his  conduct,  during  the  life    of    his    great 
Mafter,  whom  he  tfJi^n^thoughttOiiee  ele- 
vated to  a  temporal  throne,    reRoring  the 
Jewilh  nation  to  its  greateft  glory,  and  fub- 
duing  the  world  under  its  yoke.     And  even 
when,  after  the  death   and  refurrection   of 
our  Lord,  he  became  acquainted  with  the 
fpiritual  nature  of  the    Meffiah's  kingdom, 
he  was  ftill  fo  far  actuated  by  this  national 
fpirit,  as  to  fuppofe  that  its  bleffings  were  to 
be  confined  to  his  own  people,  exclufive  of 
all  mankind.     But  notwithftanding  the  pre- 
judice which  he  had  imbibed,  and  the  re- 
luctance he  felt  to  the  admiiTion  of  the  Gen- 
tiles, no  fooner  was    he   convinced   by    the 
two  vifions  addreffed  to  him  and  to  Corneli- 
us, of  the  enlarged  intentions  of  divine  Be- 
neficence,.  than  new  light  burlls  in  upon  his 
mind  with  fudden  and  penetrating  radiance, 
difpeL-^  the  darkening  clouds  of  prepoflHhon 
and  error  ;  and  his  heart,  clear  of  all  par- 
tial affections,  is. opened  to  the  warmefl  in- 
fluences of  truth  and  benevolence. 

The  character  o,f  Cornelius  was  fuch  as 
mufi  have  operated  with  great  force  towards 
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removing  the  prejudices  of  tlie  apofllc. 
Though  a  Roman  officer  and  probably  edu- 
cated in  idolatry,  though  he  lived  in  an  age 
and  country  exceedingly  corrupt,  and 
though  of  a  profefTion  which  abounds  with 
temptations  to  immorality,  yet  he  preferved 
his  character  free  from  the  general  contagi- 
on, and  his  virtues  are  recorded  in  a  man- 
ner which  fets  him  in  the  moil  amiable  and 
honourable  light.  Though  not  a  Jew,  yet 
he  had  attained  the  knowledge  and  cultivat- 
ed  the  worfiiip  of  the  true  God.  His  piety 
was  humble  and  hncerie,  his  benevolence 
large  and  extenfive.  He  appears  to  have 
been  one  who  in  the  ftrictefi;  fenfe,  didjuft- 
ly,  loved  mercy,  and  walked  humbly  with 
God.  Yet  with  all  this  rectitude  of  charac- 
ter, he  "^as  modellly  confcious  of  his  own 
defects,; and  willing  to  receive  further  in- 
.flruction  and  improvement.  Thefe  difpo- 
fitions  of  the  excellent,  centurion,  together 
with  the  miraculous  intervention  of  provi- 
dence towards  his  converfion,  extorted  from 
.St.  P^ter  the  beautiful  reflection  in  the  text. 
"Of  a  truth  I  perceive  that  Godr  is  no.  ref- 
'/  pecter  of  perfons,  but  in  every  nation  he 
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**  that  feareth  him  and  worketh  righteour- 
**  nefs  is  accepted  of  him." 

Many  divines  have  taken  much  pains  to 
prove  that,  by  being  accepted  of  God  is  on- 
ly meant  being  admitted  into  the  terms  of 
the  Gofpel ;  but,  though  fpoken  with  an 
immediate  reference  to  this,  the  words  feem 
capable  of  a  larger  explanation,  and  imply 
a  general  truth.  In  this  enlarged  fenfe,  I 
(hall  now  confider  them,  by  applying  them 
to  thofe  who  are  ignorant  of  the  gofpel  dif- 
penfation,  and  to  thofe  who  live  under  it. 

**  The  invifible  thingrs  of  God  from  thfe 

o 

"  creation  of  the  world,  are  clearly  feen, 
"  being  underftood  by  the  things  that  are 
*'  made,  even  his  eternal  power  and  god- 
"  head."  Reafon  alone,  if  rightly  impro- 
ved, would  have  led  men  to  acknowledore  a 
fupreme  director,  and  to  pay  him  the  high- 
^ft  veneration.  Never  was  there  an  age  in 
which  the  traces  of  his  omnipotence  were 
not  equally  vifible  ;  the  works  of  nature  al- 
ways demonftrated  his  exiftenee  and  perfec- 
tions; the  fettled  order  of  the  unlverfe  at«- 
tefled  his  providence  ;  men  had  always  the 
fanie  natui'al  fenfe  of  right  and  yfiong,  the 
-•- ■  fame 
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fame  defire  of  happinefs,  the  fame  confciouf- 
nefs  of  their  own  dependence.  By  the  ge- 
neral conftkution  of  things,  virtue  was,  to 
a  confiderable  degree,  its  own  reward,  and 
vice,  with  fome  few  exceptions,  its  own  pu- 
niiliment.  "  When  the  Gentiles,"  fays  the 
apoille  Paul,  *'  who  have  not  the  law;"  i.  e. 
the  revealed  and  written  law  of  God,  "  do 
"  by  nature  the  things  contained  in  the  \slW, 
"  thefe,  not  having  the  law,  are  a  law  unto 
"  themfelves,  who  Ihew  forth  the  work  of 
"  the  law  written  in  their  hearts,  their  con- 
"  fciences  alfo  bearing  witnefs,  and  (as  the 
"  latter  claufe  (hould  be  rendered)  their  rea- 
"  foriings  between  one  another  accufing  or 
*'  elfe  excufing."  In  this  text  St.  Paul  af- 
ferts  that  there  is  a  law  of  morality  indepen- 
dent of  revelation,  and  that  it  was  not  un- 
known to  the  heathen  world  ;  and  he  proves 
this  affertion  from  the  virtuous  actions  of 
fome  of  them  ;  from  the  force  of  confcience, 
teftifying  their  knowledge  of  fach  law  ;  and 
from  their  private  reafonings  referring  to  its 
con feffed  authority.  "  In  every  nation,  he 
"  that  feareth  God,  and  worketh  riorhteouf- 
"  nefs,  is  accepted  of  him."  Thefe  tvv^o  ge- 
neral 
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neral  qualifications,  which  are  here  faid  to 
render  men  acceptable  to  the  Deity,  in- 
clude the  whole  of.piety  and  virtue;  to  en- 
due mankind  with  thefe  is  the  grand  object, 
and,  fo  far  as  relates  to  this  world,  the  ulti- 
mate end,  not  only  of  the  law  of  nature,  but 
alfo  of  all  revealed  religion.  Thefe  are  the 
grand  points  on  which  hang  all  the  law  and 
the  prophets.  ''  This  do,"  fays  our  Lord, 
"  and  thou  {halt  live." 

But  however  plain  thefe  two  points  of  na- 
tural religion  may  appear  to  thofe  wh6 
have  the  happinefs  to  live  in  an  age  and 
country  enlightened  by  revelation  ;'  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  the  firfl  of  them  was  very  early  im- 
paired by  ignorance,  debafed  by  fuperfli- 
tion,  and,  at  length,  obliterated  by  idolatry. 
But  into  whatever  errors  men .  might  fall 
concerning  the  knowledge  and  worfhip  of 
the  Deity,  the  obligation  to  work  righteouf- 
nefs,  or  to  be  punctual  in  the  performance 
of  the  p4rfonal  and  focial  duties  of  life,  was 
:alw^ys  known  and  acknowledged.  Bad  as 
the  heathen  world  was,  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  the  annals  of  both  Greece  and  Rome 
furnini,  us  with  Ibmc  noble  and  virtuous  cha- 
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racters;  but  however  deficient  the  heathens 
were  in  the  practice  of  morality,  their  writ- 
ings are  a  fufficient  proof  that  they  were 
not  infenfible  to  its  obligation.  In  the  works 
of  many,  and  in  the  lives  of  fome,  we  find 
temperance,  juftice,  fortitude,  benevolence, 
and  the  other  virtues,  which  their  moralifts 
called  offices,  exhibited  in  their  faired: 
forms,  and  emulating,  as  it  were,  even 
chrifi:ian  perfection. 

As  to  their  errors  refpecting  the  Deity, 
thofe  certainly  were  without  excufe  who 
firft  introduced  idolatry  ;  "  Who  when  they 
"  knew  (or  might  have  known)  him  as  God, 
*'  glorified  him  not  as  fuch,  but  changed  the 
"  glory  of  the  incorruptible  Deity,  into  an 
"  image  made  like  unto  corruptible  man, 
"  and  to  birds  and  to  four-footed  beafi;s, 
"  and  to  creeping  things."  But  when  fuper- 
ftition  had  exerted  her  deeradins^  influence 
over  the  minds  of  men,  and  idolatry  had 
long  been  efi:abliflied,  could  it  be  expected 
that  reafon,  thus  blinded  by  prejudice,  and 
unaffifl:ed  by  revelation,  fliould  be  fufficient- 
ly  fi:rong  in  the  generality  of  mankind  to 
raife  them  above  the  bias  of  education,  the 
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force  of  example,  and  the  fetters  of  cuftom, 
to  lead  them,  in  oppofition  to  thefe,  into 
the  knowledge  of  true  religion  ? 

In  a  fmall  number  of  wifer  individuals 
reafon  exerted  her  utmofl;  force  and  in  fome 
meafure  produced  this  effect.  And  as  all 
the  true  worfhippers  of  God  have  not  ex- 
actly the  fame  conceptions  of  his  nature  and 
attributes,  fo  neither  were  all  heathens 
equally  idolaters.  The  characters  of  So- 
crates and  Cicero,  their  high  talents,  the 
manner  in  which  they  applied  them,  the 
moral  tendency  of  their  writings,  and  the 
general  beneficence  of  their  conduct,  con- 
firm this  opinion.  They  lamented  the  ab- 
ject condition  to  which  human  nature  was 
reduced,  and  by  their  immortal  labours 
endeavoured  to  raife  and  ennoble  it.  Their 
veneration  for  virtue  increafed  their  ardour 
in  the  purfuit  of  truth  ;  and  the  event  of 
their  refearches  after  truth,  confirmed  them 
in  their  regard  for  virtue. 

It  is  granted,  neverthelefs,  that  thefe  men, 
great  and  good  as  they  were,  reformed  not 
their  deluded  countrymen,  that  though,  in 
fome  of  their  writings,  they  oppofed,  yet  in 

their 
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their  practice  they  fell  into  the  prevailing 
fuperftition.  But  let  us  place  ourfelves  in 
their  fituation,  and  candidly  confider  what 
peculiar  ftrength  of  mind,  and  fortitude  of 
difpofition,  mufl:  be  requifite  to  enable  thofe 
who  have  no  other  than  the  light  of  reafon 
to  ftem  the  torrent  of  popular  prejudices,  to 
facrifice  every  thing  that  is  dear,  and  even 
life  itfelf,  to  the  interefls  of  religious  truth. 

Had  thefe  men  been  accepted  of  God  in 
the  manner  Cornelius  was,  it  may  be  p re- 
fumed  that  they  would  gladly  have  em- 
braced a  religion  fo  well  calculated  to  re- 
move their  doubts,  to  enlighten  their  minds, 
to  aflfure  them  of  the  pardon  of  their  (ins, 
and  to  animate  them  in  holinefs  and  virtue. 
To  them  however  this  offer  was  not  made  ; 
but  fhall  we  therefore  conclude  that  fo  far 
as  they  were  honeft  and  fmcere,  fo  far  as 
they  acted  agreeably  to  the  knowledge  which 
they  could  attain,  they  were  rejected  of 
God?  Far  from  us  be  fuch  an  illiberal  fuppo- 
fition.  God  is  not  auftere,  expecting  to  reap 
where  he  has  not  fown,  or  to  gather  where 
he  has  not  ftrewed.  The  righteous  Judge  of 
the  world  will  render  to  every  man  accord- 
F  2  ing 
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ing  to  his  works,  and  will  beftow  glory, 
honour  and  peace  upon  every  man  that 
worketh  good,  upon  the  Gentile  as  well  as 
upon  the  Jew.  Thefe  were  finners  as  well 
as  we,  and  flood  in  ahfolute  need  of  the  par- 
doning mercy  of  God ;  but  fhall  we  con- 
clude becaufe  they  were  not  admitted  into 
that  gracious  covenant  by  which  forgivenefs 
is  the  ftipulated  reward  of  faith  and  repen- 
tance, that  they  fhall  be  excluded  from  all 
mercy?  rafhly  to  determine  concerning  the 
dealinjis  of  God  with  them  ill  becomes  us  ; 
it  is  more  confiflent  with  our  character  as 
Chriflians  to  be  grateful  for  our  own  fupe- 
rior  privileges,  and  humbly  to  hope  that 
the  fame  mercy  which  vouchfafed  to  us  the 
ineflimable  treafure  of  Gofpel  grace,  will, 
in  the  manner  and  degree  which  divine  wif- 
dorn  alone  can  determine,  be  extended  to 
all  who,  according  to  the  light  they  have, 
fear  God  and  work  righteoufnefs. 

In  whatever  I  have  here  faid,  far  be  it 
from  me  to  reprefent  an  acceptance  of  the 
Gofpel  as  unneceffary  to  falvation,  or  to 
affert  that  the  imperfect  characters  of  man- 
kind  are  of  themfelves  fufficient  to  claim 
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acceptance  with  the  Deity.     Whatever  has 
been  alleged  in  excufe  of  Heathen  bhndnefs, 
cannot  poffibly  affect  thofe  "  on  whom  the 
"  day  fpring  from  on  high  has  dawned,"and 
who  live  whhin  the  found  of  the  Gofpel.  Thefe 
privileges  will  be  either  our  greateft  happi- 
nefs  or  our  moil:  fevere  misfortune  :  which  of 
thefe  will  be  the  event  mud  depend  upon 
oprfelves,  upon  the  choice  we  make,  upon 
the  conduct  we  purfue.     Let  not  therefore 
the  modern  infidel  fhelter  himfelf  under  the 
affertion  of  the  text,  till  he  is  well  affured 
that  tlie  character  it  defcribes  is  perfectly  his 
own.     But  can  he  be  faid  to  fear  God  who 
difregards  the  truths  propofed  in  his  facred 
name?     The   importance  of  the  doftrines 
themfelves,  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
are  fet  forth,  ought  furely  to  excite  a  care- 
ful  examination   and   refpectful  attention ; 
and  till  after  long  and  clofe  application,  till 
after  deep  refearches  and  candid  inquiries, 
till  after  the  befl  exertion  of  our  reafon,  un- 
clouded   by   prejudice    and   unblinded   by 
paffion,  can  we  reject  them  and  yet  flatter 
ourfelves  with  impunity  ?  a^qd  whoever  takes 
thefe  pains  will  find  his  alfent  to  them  moft 
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firmly  eftablifhed.  But  have  our  modern 
unbelievers  acted  in  this  cautious  manner  ? 
Are  they,  in  general,  men  of  a  ferious  turn, 
of  clofe  application,  of  extenfive  knowledge 
even  of  philofophy  ?  though  to  this  they 
pretend.  Are  not  the  greater  part  of  them 
men  of  bufinefs  or  of  pleafure,  whofe  pur- 
fuits  divert  their  attention  from  thefe  impor- 
tant fubjects  ?  If  any  are  men  of  learning, 
have  they  not  been  dazzled  by  the  glare  of 
vivacity  rather  than  enlightened  by  fober 
judgment;  or  involved  in  a  gloomy  fcepti- 
cifm  which  led  them  to  doubt  even  their 
own  exiftence?  The  infidelity  of  thofe  who 
are  not  fuffered  to  view  Chriftianity,  except 
through  the  falfe  medium  of  Popery,  excites 
not  our  wonder ;  but  it  is  aftonifhing  that 
Proteftants,  to  whom  it  is  prefented  in  a 
rational  and  fci  iptural  view,  fliould  let  them- 
felves  be  milled  by  the  malignant  mifrepre- 
fentations  of  a  Voltaire,  or  the  uncomforta- 
ble fcepticifm  of  a  Hume,  rather  than  be 
guided  by  the  fuperior  knowledge  and  ge- 
nius of  a  Boyle,  an  Addifon,  a  Locke,  and 
a  Newton. 
If  from  fo  good  a  man  as  Cornelius,  the 
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belief  and  profeflion  of  the  Gofpel  was  re- 
quired, we  may  infer  that  the  beft  of  us 
(land  in  need  of  Chriftianity,  to  fecure  the 
hope  of  glory  and  immortality  from  God, 
the  rewarder  of  all  who  diligently  feek  him. 
However  we  may  fear  God  and  work  righ- 
teoufnefs,  whatever  may  be  our  progrefs  in 
piety  and  virtue,  we  are  never  fo  perfect  in 
either  of  thefe  refpects   as  to  claim  accep- 
tance from  the  Deity.     The  virtues  even  of 
the  befl;  are  fo  often  defective  in  principle, 
and  counterbalanced  with  fo  many  faiHngs, 
that  they  need  much  forgivenefs  for  the  paft, 
and  much  alTiftance  for  the  future ;    and  all 
who  are  duly  fenfible  of  this  will  gladly  ac- 
cept of  thofe  gracious  terms  which  are  of- 
fered in  the   Gofpel,   and  feek  God  in  the 
way  he  has  there  appointed.     Would  Cor- 
nelius have  been  excufable  if  he  had   re- 
fufed  to  hearken  to  St.  Peter,  and  if  he  had 
pleaded  the  merit  of  his  piety  and  virtue,  in 
oppofition  to  the  offers  of  pardon  and  affif- 
tance  gracioufly  made  to  him  ?     Could  he 
have  maintained  the  character  of  one  fear- 
ing God,  after  fuch  a  contemptuous  rejec- 
tion of  the  divine  mercy  ?    If  reafon  teaches 
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that  it  is  our  duty   to  obey  God,    to  what 
part  even  of  natural  religion  could  this  cen- 
turion have  pretended,  after  he  had  wilfully 
rejected  the  counfcl  of  God,    and  acted  in 
exprefs  oppofition  to  the  will  of  his  Maker, 
declared  in  the  vifion  from  heaven  ?     Such 
however  is  the  alarming  cafe  of  thofe  w^ho, 
born  and  educated  in  the   Chriflian   faith, 
defpife  and  reject  this  faith,  under  pretence 
of  adhering  to  natural  religion.     Cornelius 
was  indeed   favoured  with  a  miraculous  in- 
terpolition  of  providence  to  effect  his  con- 
verfion ;  to  us  no  angel  defcends,  no  apof- 
tles  preach,  no   miracles  are  prefented :  to 
us  however   divine  truth  is  offered   in  the 
Scriptures,  with  fuch  accumulated  weight  of 
evidence  as  is  amply  furhcient  to  convince 
every  fincere  and  humble  mind.    The  voice 
of  God  is  the  fame,  however  different  be  the 
means  of  communication:  and  fo  many  are 
our  opportunities   of   religious   knowledge 
and  improvement,  that  our  ignorance  and 
unbelief  mufl  be  wilful  inattention  and  ob- 
ftinate  perverfenefs.      God,    who   knoweth 
our  frame,  and  remembereth  that  we  are 
but  duft,  will  determine  the  final  flate  of  all 
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under  whatever  difpenfation  they  may  have 
lived,  according  to  their   conformity  to  his 
will,  fo  far  as  they  knew  or  were  able  to  dif- 
cover  it.     Their  feveral  degrees  of  advan- 
tage will  be  duly   regarded,  and  the  moft 
equitable  arrangement  will  take  place.    The 
Heathen  who  with  no  exprefs  afTurance,  and 
but  the  prefumptive  expectations  of  a  future 
flate,  yet,  through  exalted  piety  or  heroic 
benevolence,  facrificed  the    enjoyments  of 
life,  or  even  life  itfelf,  was  certainly  recom- 
mended to  God  upon  grounds  different  from 
thofe  on  which  a  ChriiHan  is  accepted.  And 
thofe  who  were  guilty  of  deviations  from  the 
law  of  reafon,  as  the  rule  was  lefs  perfect, 
will  have  allowances  made  for  them  to  which 
thofe  under   a  clearer   light   can    have    no 
claim ;  but  greater  knowledge  ought  to  be 
productive    of  greater   improvement,    and 
when  we  confider  the  general  immorality  of 
the  heathen   world,    it  may  be  reafonably 
hoped  that  Chriftians  will  excel  them  in  pi- 
etv  and  virtue  in  fome  proportion  to  the 
fuperior  advantages   they  enjoy,   and  that 
thus  attaining  a  much  higher  degree  of  holi- 
nefs  here,  they  may  be  bieffed  with  a  greater 
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meafure  of  happinefs  hereafter.  But  if  we 
reject  the  offers  of  divine  mercy  through 
Chrift,  if  we  repent  not  of  our  fins,  and  im- 
prove not  the  advantages  we  enjoy,  the  hea- 
then world  will  rife  up  in  judgment  againft 
us,  and  it  will  be  "  our  condemnation  that 
"  light  is  come  into  the  world,  but  that  we 
"  loved  darknefs  rather  than  light,  becaufe 
"  our  deeds  are  evil." 

To  conclude,  from  the  humane  reflection 
in  the  text,  let  us  learn  to  be  charitable  in 
our  judgment  of  others.  Of  all  fpecies  of 
injuftice,  that  which,  like  the  anathemas  of 
i.he  Church  of  Rome,  condemns  the  fouls  of 
men  without  compunction,  is  the  mod  hor- 
rid and  barbarous.  Let  us  act  confidently 
with  our  character  as  Chriftians;  let  us  leave 
our  brethren  to  their  own  confciences,  and 
unbelievers  to  the  mercy  of  God.  Far  from 
prefuming  to  determine  their  lot,  let  us 
humbly  implore  the  common  Father  of 
mankind,  that  all  who  have  embraced  the 
faith  may  continue  iledfaft,  and  that  thofe 
who  are  flrangers  to  it  may  find  acceptance 
through  the  compaffion  of  their  God  and 
Redeemer. 

SER- 
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SERMON     V. 

Take,   my  brethren,   the  Prophets  who  have 

■  Jpoken  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  for  an  ex- 

ample  of fuffering  ajfliction  and  of  patience. 

James  v.  lo. 

MAN  is  fo  formed  by  nature,  that  ex- 
amples, whether  good  or  bad,  have 
a  great  influence  upon  him.  The  bad  in- 
deed have  more  power  to  corrupt  than  the 
good  to  reform  the  world :.  neverthelefs, 
upon  all  who  are  well  difpofed,  good  exam- 
ples are  not  without  a  confiderable  effect ; 
nor  are  even  bad  examples  without  their 
ufe.  The  facred  writings  give  us  remarka- 
ble inflances  of  both  kinds  ;  thofe  of  wick- 
ednefs  and  impiety  are  pointed  out  as  fo 
many  fatal  rocks  which  we  ought  carefully 
to  fhun,  while  thofe  of  piety  and  virtue  are 
fet  up  as  lights  to  direct  our  courfe. 

Of  the  latter  clafs  there  are  four  kinds 
propofed  to  us  in  the  divine  oracles.     The 
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firfl  is  the  example  of  the  adorable  and  ever 
blelTed  God,  the  center  and  fource  of  all 
perfection.  In  proportion  to  their  confor- 
mity to  him,  the  goodnefs  and  excellence  of 
all  other  beings  are  to  be  eftimated.  The 
next  is  that  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who  is 
"  the  brightnefs  of  his  father's  glory,  and  the 
*'  exprefs  image  of  his  perfon ;"  in  him  all 
the  moral  perfections  of  the  Deity  are  fof- 
tened  and  exhibited  in  our  nature.  From 
him  therefore  we  are  to  learn  what  we  ous^ht 
to  be,  and  how  we  ought  to  act,  "  walking 
"  as  he  walked,"  "  having  the  fame  mind  in 
"  us  that  was  in  him,  and  confidering  him 
"  who  endured  contradiction  of  finners 
"  againft  himfelf,  left  we  be  weary  and  faint 
"  in  our  minds."  Next  to  him  we  ought  to 
attend  to  the  examples  of  the  holy  angels, 
whom  we  acknowledge  it  our  duty  to  imi- 
tate when,  according  to  the  inftructions  of 
our  divine  mafter,  we  pray  that  the  will  of 
God  "  may  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  hea- 
ven." We  are  alfo  called  upon  to  regard 
the  examples  of  men  of  like  paffions  and 
frailties  with  ourfelves  who  were  diftinguifh- 
ed  for  their  piety  and  virtue.  There  are  fome 
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peculiar  circumftances  of  ufefulncfs  and  ad- 
vantage attending  each  of  thefe  models,  but 
it  is  to  the  latter  kind  of  them  that  the  text 
requires  our  attention.  Though  the  exam- 
ple of  Chrift  is,  beyond  comparifon,  moft 
bright  and  illuftrious,  yet  are  we  not  to 
neglect  that  of  any  of  the  fervants  of  God; 
and  the  Jewifh  prophets  alfo,  fo  far  as  their 
conduct  was  generally  pious  and  virtuous, 
are  here  recommended  to  our  attention.  We 
are  not  indeed  called  upon  to  imitate  them 
in  thofe  particulars  which  related  to  their 
prophetic  office,  nor  even  to  follow  them  in 
all  their  actions,  for  in  many  things  the  con- 
duct offome  of  them  was  highly  blameable; 
but  we  are  to  refemble  them  in  their  pious 
deportment,  efpecially  in  their  (leady  faith 
concerning  the  objects  of  another  world,  in 
oppofition  to  the  temptations  of  this,  and  in 
their  patience  under  afflictions,  by  which 
they  were  enabled  to  overcome  their  trials 
and  to  perfeyere  in  their  duty  amidft  all  the 
difficulties  of  their  courfe. 

This  is  the  fum  and  purpofe  of  the  Apof- 
tle's  advice,  from  which  I  fliall  take  occa- 
fion  to  confider  the  advantage  of  attending 

to 
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to  good  examples  as  patterns  for  our  imita- 
tion, and  the  encouragement  we  have  to 
copy  them  in  our  own  conduct. 

Good  examples  in  general  tend  to  eftab- 
lifh  us  in  the  belief  of  the  infinite  importance 
and  advantages  of  true  religion,  which  ap- 
pears with  moll  convincing  evidence  when, 
in  the  lives  and  actions  of  thofe  who  profefs 
it,  we  behold  a  lovely  counterpart  of  its  di- 
vine doctrines  and  admirable  precepts.  By 
thefe  means  truth  and  virtue  are  realifed, 
clothed  as  it  were  with  a  body,  and  made 
vifible  in  the  mod  attractive  form.  Exam- 
ples of  piety  and  virtue  are  ftriking  demon- 
flrations  of  the  beauty  and  energy  of  the  re- 
ligious principles  from  which  they  flow. 
The  caufe  is  known  by  its  effects,  the  foun- 
tain by  its  ftreams. 

Good  examples  are  further  advantageous 
as  they  are  corrective :  they  (Irongly  operate 
upon  the  principles  of  an  ingenuous  fliame, 
and  therefore  contribute  to  ^form  the  vi- 
cious and  to  improve  the  virtuous.  As  the 
faults  of  a  deformed  object  are  moft  difcern- 
able  arid  difgulling  when  placed  near  one 
that  is  beautiful,  fo  vice  and  folly  never  ap- 
pear 
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pear  in  all  tHeir  odious  fhape  and  colours 
till  brought  into  comparifon  with  wifdom 
and  virtue.  Hence  the  finner  is  alarmed : 
his  confcience  reproaches  him  with  the  wife 
choice  and  virtuous  conduct  of  the  good 
man,  as  well  as  with  his  ovfn  folly  and  vice. 
Even  the  man  of  virtue  when  he  contem- 
plates another  who  excels  him  either  in  the 
general  character  of  goodnefs,  or  in  fome 
particular  qualities  or  attainments,  is  hum- 
bled under  the  fenfe  of  imperfections  to 
which  perhaps  he  would  otherwife  have  paid 
but  little  attention.  In  this  refpect  the  ex- 
amples of  good  men  have  an  advantage  be- 
yond even  that  of  Chrift,  all  excellent  and 
perfect  as  it  is.  In  him  the  mofl  exalted 
goodnefs  appears  not  fo  wonderful,  nor  are 
we,  upon  comparing  our  lives  with  his,  lia- 
ble to  be  fo  much  concerned  at  the  great 
difparity  between  them,  becaufe  he  was  the 
Son  of  God  in  a  fublime  and  unrivalled 
fenfe,  and  endued  with  the  fpirit  in  the  fame 
boundlefs  meafure.  It  is  therefore  highly 
ufeful  to  contemplate  imperfect  mortals, 
born  in  all  refpects  like  ourfelves,  fet  upon 
our  own  level^  and  yet  triumphing  by  faith 
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over  all  the  temptations  of  the  world  ;  fuch 
examples  of  faith,  patience  and  fortitude, 
under  trials  of  innocence,  piety  and  virtue 
are  pointed  out  to  us  in  the  ancient  pro- 
phets, and  in  the  apoflles  of  our  blcfled 
Lord  and  Saviour. 

We  may  alfo  obferve  that  fuch  good  and 
amiable  models  are  powerfully  attractive. 
Their  lullre  is  truly  bright,  their  beauty 
truly  alluring :  they  feize  on  our  eJPceem, 
fteal  our  affections,  and  fo  inlinuate  them- 
felves  into  the  foul  as  by  infenfible  degrees 
to  transform  it  into  their  own  likenefs.  As 
the  load-flone  has  not  only  an  attractive  vir- 
tue in  itfelf,  but  alfo  communicates  it  to  the 
iron  it  touches,  fo  good  examples,  ferioufly 
attended  to,  transfufe  their  own  qualities 
into  us,  improve  our  tempers,  reform  our 
conduct,  and  render  us  in  all  refpects  bet- 
ter. Befides,  the  examples  of  thofe  who 
have  acquitted  themfelves  well  in  their  mo- 
ral warfare,  have  an  animating  effect  which 
infufes  life,  fpirit  and  vigour,  which  infpires 
refolution  and  courage  to  encounter  any 
difficulties  that  may  occur  in  the  way  of 
duty.     The  lingle  example  of  St.  Paul,  in  a 

time 
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time  of  perfecution,  was  of  admirable  ufe  to 
the  caufe  of  his  bleffed  mafter.  He  tells  us 
that  "  his  bonds  in  Chrift  were  manifefl  in  all 
"  the  palace  and  in  all  other  places,  and  that 
'*  many  of  the  brethren  waxing  confident  by 
"  his  bonds  were  much  more  bold  to  fpeak 
"  the  word  of  truth  without  fear." 

When  the  fincere  follower  of  Chrift  con- 
templates the  illuflrious  patterns  held  up  to 
him  in  Scripture,  he  will  naturally  be  led  to 
reflect  that  he  is  not  fingle  in  the  diiliculties 
of  the  human  race :  he  fees  the  examples  of 
others  before  him,  who,  after  having  en- 
dured all  the  trials  of  a  painful  courfe,  have 
now  reached  the  goal,  have  "  come  off  con- 
*"'  querors  and  more  than  conquerors,  through 
"  him  that  loved  and  died  to  redeem  them." 
Through  the  divine  bleffing  and  affiftance 
he  will  determine  to  tread  the  fame  path, 
and,  like  them,  defpife  the  allurements  and 
terrors  of  the  world.  Under  the  infirmities 
and  prefTures  of  the  prefent  Rate  he  will  la- 
bour to  bear  up  as  they  did  ;  and  though, 
while  in  this  frail  tabernacle,  he  may  fome- 
times  groan  under  his  burden,  he  will  ear- 
neftly  endeavour  to  perform  the  duties,  and 
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to  enjoy  the  fatlsfactions  of  religion;  he  will 
be  as  happy  in  meditation  on  God  and 
Chrifl,  and  in  the  exercife  of  faith  and  hope, 
of  devotion  and  virtue,  as  his  circumftances 
will  permit. 

It  is  highly  ufeful  to  attend  not  only  to  the 
patterns  propofed  in  Scripture,  but  alfo  to 
all  thofe  good  examples  which  through  any 
other  means  fall  within  the  fphere  of  our 
knowledge;  more  particularly  of  fuch  per- 
fons  as  have  been  perfecuted  for  righteouf- 
nefs  fake,  and  have  with  heroic  fortitude 
borne  witnefs  to  the  truth  in  the  face  of  fuf- 
ferings  and  death.  Thefe  lead  back  our 
thoughts  to  thofe  glorious  martyrs  of  the 
earlier  ages  of  ChrilHanity,  whom  Scripture 
has  rendered  immortal ;  they  are  admirable 
confirm.ations  of  thofe  relations,  and  tend 
not  only  to  revive  their  impreffion^  upon 
the  mind,  but  alfo  to  render  them  deeper. 
They  prove  that  our  blelfed  Lord  has  not 
withdrawn  his  protection  from  his  church, 
but  has,  even  in  the  mofl  degenerate  times, 
fome  faithful  and  hncere  followers,  who  be- 
lieve and  truft  in  him  as  their  Saviour,  obey 
him  as  their  Lord  and  mailer,  imitate  him  as 

their 
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their  pattern,  and  openly  confefs  him  before 
men.  Such  inflances,  being  nearer  and 
more  familiar  to  us  than  thofe  of  ancient 
times,  generally  make  a  ftronger  impreffion 
upon  us,  render  us  more  alhamed  of  our 
inferiority,  and  excite  a  generous  emulation 
and  ardour  in  the  exertion  of  our  moral 
powers. 

If  we  have  borne  any  particular  relation 
to  perfons  eminent  for  piety  and  virtue,  their 
examples  ought  to  be  peculiarly  beneficial 
to  us.  It  may  be  prefumed  that,  by  our 
greater  affection  and  regard  for  fuch  en- 
deared friends,  we  fhali  be  better  prepared 
to  receive  the  influence  of  their  good  exam- 
ples. If  we  have  had  the  benefit  of  their 
inftru61ions  and  reproofs,  of  their  admoni- 
tions, prayers  and  counfels,  we  fhall  be  the 
more  inexcufable  if  we  are  not  difpofed  to 
refemble  them.  To  be  fo  happily  circum- 
flanced  without  receiving  improvement  from 
our  advantages,  will  argue  the  utmofl  de- 
pravity of  heart.  The  fin  of  Eli's  fons  was 
great  in  departing  from  the  way  in  which 
they  had  been  trained  by  him,  but  it  re- 
ceived additional  aggravation  from  the  pat- 
G  2  tern. 
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tern  of  piety  and  virtue  which  their  father 
had  exhibited  in  the  whole  of  his  hfe. 

Again,  though  living  examples  have  this 
advantage  that  they  are  continually  before 
our  view,  and  therefore  cannot  eafily  be 
overlooked  or  forgotten,  yet  upon  forne 
other  accounts,  the  examples  of  our  pious 
friends  and  acquaintance  who  are  removed 
out  of  the  world  by  death,  are  more  likely 
to  be  regarded  and  followed.  It  is  a  juft 
obfervation  of  a  Roman  Poet,  "  that  from 
'•'  envy  men  often  flight  the  virtue  while  it  is 
"  prefent,  which  they  ought  to  prize,  and 
"  yet  vvhen  it  is  removed,  praife  it  and  la- 
"  ment  its  iofs."  *  That  envy  which  would 
not  fuffer  them  to  do  juflice  to  fuperior  me- 
rit w^hile  living  dies  together  with  the  object 
of  it,  and  is  fucceeded  by  love  and  venera- 
tion. Death  (lamps  a  kind  of  facred  cha- 
racter upon  deceafcd  virtue,  and  draws  a 
veil  over  any  little  blemilhes  that  might  be- 
fore .have  dimmed  the  brightnefs  of  its  luf- 
tre ;  as  in  a  noble  flatue  or  fine  piece  of 

painting, 

*^  "  Vlrtutem  incolurnem  odimus, 

Sublatam  ex  oculis  quaerimus  invidi." 
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painting,  in  which  the  juft  rules  of  propor- 
tion are  obferved,  all  thofe  rough  touches 
or  inequalities  that  difpleafed  the  eye  when 
it  was  viewed  too  near,  vanifh  at  once  when 
it  is  placed  at  a  proper  diftance. 

Eminent  examples  of  piety  and  virtue,' 
whether  near  or  more  remote,  are  like 
lidits  fet  uo  in  the  world  for  the  direction 
of  mankind  in  general,  and  for  the  comfort 
of  the  good  :  fome  of  thefe,  like  the  lumi- 
naries of  heaven,  extend  their  influence  to 
ctll  nations  and  times.  Such  are  Scripture 
examples,  among  which  that  of  our  bleffcd 
Lord  fhines  like  the  fun  in  the  firmament  of 
heaven  ;  others  are  of  more  contracted  in- 
fluence, and,  with  refpect  to  mankind,  are 
fooner  extinguifhed,  though  they  fliall  fliine 
for  ever  in  the  kingrdom  of  their  Father. 
We  ought  to  be  thankful  for  every  good 
example  that  comes  within  our  knowledge, 
and  to  oppofe  them  to  thofe  finful  ones 
with  which  the  world  abounds,  in  order  to 
preferve  ourfelves  from  the  general  conta- 
gion, chufing  rather  to  imitate  a  few  that 
do  well,  than  to  follow  a  giddy  multitude  to 
do  evil. 

G3  In 
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In  order  to  Induce  us  to  imitate  thofe  ex- 
cellent examples  which  are  held  forth  to  us 
in  Scripture,  or  which  by  any  other  means 
come  wiihin  the  circle  of  our  knowledge, 
let  us  attend  to  the  following  encouraging 
confiderations. 

We  ferve  the  fame  God  and  Father.  He 
who  was  the  God  of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and 
Jacob,  of  Mofes,  and  of  all  the  pious  pro- 
phets, is  the  God  of  his  people  now.  He 
has  been  their  friend  and  refuge  in  all  pafl 
ages,  and  will  be  fo  to  the  remoteft  periods 
of  time.  With  regard  to  thofe  who  have 
lived  fmce  the  gofpel,  we  may  obferve  that 
we  ferve  not  only  the  fame  God,  but  alfo 
the  fame  Redeemer  even  Jefus  Chrift,  who 
is  "  the  fame  yefterday,  to-day,  and  for 
"  ever."  He  is  as  deferving  of  the  zeal  and 
fidelity  of  his  fervants  now,  as  ever,  has  the 
fame  blelTings  treafured  up  in  himfelf,  the 
fame  power  in  heaven,  and  the  fame  care  of 
his  people  here  on  earth.  If  we  cultivate 
repentance  and  faith,  piety  and  virtue,  we 
have  the  fame  hopes  of  acquiring  his  fa- 
vour, for  he  is  "  no  refpecter  of  perfons, 
"  but  in  every  nation  they  who  fear  God  and 
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"  work   righteournefs   will  be   accepted   of 
"  him." 

Another  encouraging  circumftance  is  that 
we  profefs  the  fame  doctrine,  in  general, 
even  with  thofe  who  lived  before  the  time  of 
^hriil.  We  acknowledge  with  them  that 
"  God  is,  and  that  he  is  the  rewarder  of  all 
"  who  diligently  feek  him  ;  that  without  this 
"  faith  it  is  impoffible  to  pleafe  him."  We 
own  that  we  are  "pilgrims  and  ftrangers 
"  here,"  that  "  we  have  no  continuing  city" 
in  this  world,  '^  but  feek  one  to  come,"  and 
tjiat  we  mufl  purfue  our  journey  to  it  in  the 
paths  of  piety  and  virtue.  We  differ  from 
them  only  in  thofe  things,  in  which  they 
would  cheerfully  have  agreed  with  us,  had 
they  been  fo  happy  as  to  have  known  them. 
Indeed  we  cannot  fo  properly  be  faid  to  dif- 
fer fronii  as  to  go  beyond,  and  in  point  of 
advantage  to  foar  above  them.  And  with 
regard  to  thofe  who  have  lived  fmce  the  dif- 
covery  of  the  Gofpel  we  may  well  fay  we 
profefs  the  fame  doctrine  with  them.  The 
doctrine  of  Chrift,  which  made  fuch  a 
chanpre  in  the  world  is  not  loft.  For  though 
the  firft  preachers  and  profeflbrs  of  it  are 
'  G  4  long 
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long  fince  dead  the  truth  flill  furvives,  and 
will  for  ever  furvive  them.     The  doctrines 
of  the  gofpel   were  indeed  fpoken  before 
they  were  written,  but  the  things  delivered 
were  the  fame,   and  have  an  equal  right  to 
claim  our  attention.      As  to  the  miracles  that 
accompanied  the  firfl:  propagation   of  the 
Gofpel,  they  were  intended  only  to  gain  be- 
lievers to  it  as  a  divine  revelation,  and  there- 
fore when  they  had  anfwered  this  end  they 
were  no  longer  needed.    We  may  fay   of 
them,   in  general,    what  the  Apoftle  Paul 
does  of  tongues,  "  they  are  for  a  fign,  not 
"  unto  them  that  believe,  but  unto  them  who 
*'  believe  not."     Why  then  fliould  not  this 
holy  religion,  when  men  have  free  accefs  to 
the  fountains  of  Scripture  knowledge,  bring 
forth  the  fruits  which  it  produced  in  the  be- 
ginning, nay  fuch  as  fmce  that  time  it  has 
actually  produced  in  many  who  had   not 
better  opportunities  than  we  have  of  being 
acquairited  with  "  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus." 
Again,  we  are  blefled  with  the  fame  affif- 
tance,  we  are  favoured  with  the  fame  out- 
ward means  and  inllitutions,  we  are  bleffed 
with  the  public  worfhip  of  God,  the  benefit 
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of  prayer,  of  the  preaching  hi$  word,  and  of 
the  adminiftration  of  the  facraments ;  we  have 
moral  and  religious  treatifes  in  abundance, 
doctrinal,  practical  and  devotional.  Nor  is 
there  any  want  of  internal  alTi fiance  ancf 
confolation  that  either  our  own  weaknefs, 
the  irregularity  of  our  paffions,  or  the  temp- 
tations with  which  we  are  encOmpaffed  may 
render  neccffary  to  fortify  and  encourage  us 
in  our  Chriilian  courfe.  The  fmcere  fol- 
lowers of  our  Lord  have  his  gracious  pro- 
mifev  to  affure  them  that  their  aids  will  be 
proportioned  to  their  neceffities,  that  God 
will  lay  no  burden  upon  them  but  what  he 
will  help  them  to  bear;  will  permit  no 
temptation  to  befall  them,  in  the  way  of 
their  duty,  but  v/hat  he  will  afTift  them  to 
overcome ;  nor  expect  any  degree  of  perfec- 
tion from  them  but  what  he  will  empower 
them  to  attain.  The  fame  grace  that  ope- 
rated fo  effectually  on  the  firll  Chriflians, 
even  in  the  greatefl;  of  the  Apoftles,  fhall  be 
mighty  alfo,  though  in  a  different  manner, 
towards  the  meanefl  faithful  difciple  of 
Chrill,  whofe  wants  demand  it,  and  who  is 
careful  not  to  receive  it  in  vain.   ' 
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•:  To  conclude  all,  let  it  be  confidered  that 
we  have,  the  promife  and  expectation  of 
the  fame  reward  with  them. 

In  this  refpect  we  have  greatly  the  advan- 
tage of  the  Jev/ifh  prophets,  who,  like  all 
the  other  fervants  of  God  before  the  publi- 
cation of  the  Gofpei,  beheld  the  promifes 
afar  oft',  through  the  dim  twilight  of  ritual 
and  ceremonial  fl^adows ;  but  thefe  are  now 
.happily  difperfed,  and  the  grand  promife  of 
life  and  immortality,  which  comprehends  all 
the  reft,  is  brought  to  light  by  the  Gofpei. 
When  the  Apoftle  Paul  was  '*  ready  to  be 
"  offered,  and  the  time  of  his  departure  was 
"  at  hand,"  he  comforts  himfelf  and  tri- 
uniphs  in  the  near  view  of  his  diffolution,  in 
a  ft.r,ain  truly  pious  and  heroic :  "  I  have 
"  fought  the  good  fight,  I  have  kept  the 
"  faith';  henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me 
^.. crown,  of  glory,  which  the  Lord  the 
righteous  Judge  fliall  give  unto  me  in  that 
"  day ;"  and  that  the  fmcere  followers  of 
Chrift  in  all  future  ages  might  not  think 
thefe  confolations  were  peculiar  to  him,  he 
immediately  adds,  "  and  not  unto  me  only 
"  but  unto  all  them  alfo  that  love  his  ap- 
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"  peanng,"  To  as  ferioufly  and  diligently  to 
prepare  for  it.     In  other  races  all  run,  but 
one  only  receiveth  the   prize,    but  in    the 
Chriftian  courfe  every  competitor  who  runs 
with  faith  and  patience  the  race  that  is  fet 
before  him,  is  certain  of  conquering  and  of. 
being  crowned^      And,  furely   the   prize  is 
richly   worth   contending    for!     We  leani 
from  the  hiftory  of  ancient  Greece,  and  alfo 
from  feveral  alluhons  to  it  in  many  parts  of 
St.  Paul's  Epiftles,  that  they  who  drove  for 
maftery  in  the  Olympic  games  were  obliged 
in  their  preparatory  exercifes  to  exert  much 
patience,  temperance,  and  felf-denial ;    this 
they  did,  as  the  Apoflle  obferves,  to  obtain 
a  corruptible  crown:    corruptible   indeed! 
being  only  a  wreath  of  olive,  parfley  or  lau- 
rel ;  whereas  the  Chriftian  is  called  to  con- 
tend for  one  that  is  incorruptible^    and  by 
way  of  glorious  eminence  ilyled  a  crov/n  of 
life.     And  fhall  not  this  reward,  and  the  ex- 
ample of   thofe    pious  perfons    who   have 
gained  it  animate  and  encourage  us  ?     Shall 
we  not  be  excited  to  piety  and  virtue  when 
we  recollect  that  glorious  cloud  of  witnef- 
fes  who  have  gone  before  us  in  the  fame 
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way  that  we  are  invited  to  follow,  "  who 
*'  through  faith  and  patience  inherit  the  pro- 
"  mifes  ?"  God  forbid  that  we  fliould  be  in- 
dolent and  Hfelefs  in  thefe  infinitely  impor- 
tant purfuits,  when  the  meaneft,  and  often, 
alas !  the  moft  hurtful  trifle  of  thiis  world 
fhall  render  us  aU  fervour  and  activity.  At- 
tentively therefore  let  us  eye  all  the  good 
examples  with  which  we  are  acquainted,  ef- 
pecially  thofe  recorded  in  the  divine  word, 
that  by  carefully  obferving  the  noble  and 
virtuous  manner  in  which  others  acquitted 
themfelves,  we  may  catch  a  portion  of  that 
heavenly  ardour  which  animated  them,  that 
after  having  (liared  in  the  neceffary  and  ho- 
nourable toils  of  their  conflict,  we  may  at 
length  be  made  partakers  of  their  victory, 
and  of  the  everlafl:ing  honours  prepared  for 
us  by  our  forerunner  atid  Lord  in  the  man- 
iions  of  his  Father's  houfe. 
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SERMON     VI. 


And  the  Lord  blejfed  the  latter  end  of  Job 
more  than  his  beginning.     Job  xliii.  12. 

TH  E  book  of  Job  has  always  been  ad- 
mired by  perfons  of  tafte,  as  one  of 
the  mod  beautiful  remains  of  oriental  wri- 
ting, which  the  lapfe  of  time  and  the  vicif- 
fitudes  of  human  things  have  fuffered  to  de- 
fcend  to  us.  Some  have  denied  the  narra- 
tion it  contains  to  be  hiftorical ;  but  no  one 
ever  denied  it  to  be  interefling,  affecting, 
and  in  the  highefl  degree  inllructive ;  and, 
though  we  fliould  confider  it  merely  as  a 
poetical  compofition,  defigned  to  convey 
the  noblell  lellbns  of  morality,  in  the  moft 
plcafmg  drcfs  that  fancy  and  invention  can 
beftow ;  it  is  ftill  worthy  of  our  attention, 
on  account  of  the  utility  of  its  defign  and 
the  beauty  of  its  compofition.  But  though 
there  may  be  fome  circuraftances  in  it  which 
cannot  be  underftood  literally  as  facts,  and 
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which  therefore  feem  to  give  the  whole  an 
air  of  fi6lion;  yet  the  general  colouring  of 
the  characters,  both  principal  and  fubordi- 
nate,  is  fo  agreeable  to  truth  and  nature,  as 
to  indicate  their  being  taken  from  real  life. 
The  mod  probable  opinion  therefore  is,  that 
the  (lory  is  founded  in  fact,  but  embellidied 
by  imagination  according  to  the  general 
practice  of  the  ancient  poets,  who  feldom 
invented  their  plots,  but  took  them  from  the 
records  or  traditions  of  hiPcory,  and  made 
fuch  alterations  as  were  neceffary  to  render 
them  dramatic,  or  to  embellifh  them  with 
poetical  machinery.  However  this  may  be, 
the  character  of  Job  is  beautiful  and  inftruc- 
tive;  it  may  always  be  contemplated  with 
delight  and  admiration.  He  is  introduced 
to  us  as  one  of  the  richeH;  men  in  all  the 
eaft;  his  family  powerful,  his  fubftance 
great,  his  influence  extenfive.  This  fitua- 
tion,  to  a  man  of  unftable  principles  and 
wavering  virtue,  might  have  been  frauglit 
with  temptation.  We  muft  not  be  fo  mifled 
by  the  romantic  notions  of  the  hmplicity  of 
paltorai  life  as  to  afcribe  to  the  patriarchal 
ages,  perpetual  innocence  and  peace.     In 
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an  extenfive  cduntry,  partially  inhabited, 
and  fubject  to  no  fettled  law,  a  ftate  fo  hap- 
py can  never  long  have  place.  Some  Sa- 
beans  or  Chaldeans  there  will  always  be'; 
fome  wandering  tribes,  excited  either  by 
■avarice  or  a  fpirit  of  enterprife,  to  make  de- 
predations on  their  quiet  neighbours,  till, 
inured  to  the  trade  of  war,  they  hate  and 
forfake  all  other  occupation,  and  depend 
for  their  fuflenance  on  rapine  and  violence. 
Hence  devaftation  and  barbarity  invade  and 
profane  the  peaceful  regions,  which,  by 
nature,  feemed  formed  for  the  abodes  of 
fimplicity  and  happinefs.  By  his  wealth 
and  the  number  of  his  dependents.  Job  was 
well  qualified  for  fuch  enterprifes,  and,  had 
he  been  one  who  fet  at  nought  the  fufferings 
of  his  fellow-creatures,  he  might  no  doubt 
have  acquired  dominion  in  the  extenfive  re- 
gions of  the  eafi:,  and  have  become  a  mighty 
fovereign.  He  was,  hov^ever,  what  is  in- 
finitely more  noble,  a  Good  Man.  His 
heart  would  not  allow  him  to  be  the  caufe 
of  woe :  he  loved  more  to  alleviate  and  re- 
move mifery  than  to  create  it :  "  He  deli- 
"  vered  the  poor  that  cried,   tlie  fatherlefs 
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"  and  the  hclplefs."  "  The  bleffiiig  of  him 
'•'  that  was  ready  to  perifh,  came  upon  him, 
"  and  he  caafed  the  widow's  heart  to  fmg 
*'  for  joy  :  he  was  a  father  to  the  poor  ;  he 
*'  was  eyes  to  the  bhnd,  and  feet  to  the 
*Mame."  How  amiable  is  this  character: 
how  much  fuperior,  in  tlft^  eyes  of  reafon 
and  humanity,  to  thofe'  ambitious  heroes 
who  defolate  the  earth  and  drench  it  in 
blood ;  who  are  fo  engroITed  with  the  pur- 
fuit  of  power  as  fcarcely  to  have  a  hgh  for 
woe,  or  a  tear  for  mifery !  who  can  coolly 
facrifice  the  lives  of  their  fellow-creatures ; 
who  can  contemplate  with  unconcern  the 
ruin  and  deftrucLion  which  their  plans  oc- 
cafion,  and  even  exult  over  fcenes  of  car- 
nage and  cruelty !  Yet  fuch  are  the  men 
whom  prejudice  and  opinion  flyle  great! 
Such  vrere  too  many  of  the  Princes  who  have 
reigned  over  mankind,  who  have  been  ex- 
tolled by  flatterers,  and  fervilely  obeyed  by 
flaves.  Yet  furely  this  is  fatal  greatnefs ! 
How  different  the  man  of  benevolence  !  Se- 
rene and,mild;  happy  in  himfelf,  and  wifli- 
ing  all  others  fo,  his  heart  is  open  as  the  air, 
and  warm  as  the  fun,  ,  which  cheers   and 
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blefles  all  around.  Compare  this  character 
with  that  of  the  ftern  and  ruthlefs  conqueror, 
who,  grafping  at  whole  nations,  thinks  pri- 
vate diftrefs  beneath  his  notice,  and,  intoxi- 
cated with  his  elevation,  overlooks  the  num- 
berlefs  miferies  by  which  he  has  rifen  fo  high ! 
The  heart  that  can  prefer  the  latter  of  thefe 
characters,  muO:  be  that  of  a  demon,  whofe 
delight  is  to  curfe  mankind  with  all  the 
depth  of  woe. 

Job  lived  long  in  profperous  virtue;  but 
virtue  in  profperity  is  neither  fecure  nor 
complete.  It  is  a  plant  that,  to  thrive  in 
this  fublunary  foil,  mud  not  always  baflv  in 
the  fun-lhine  :  the  adverfe  ftorm  is  ufeful  to 
harden  and  give  it  deeper  root.  Sudden 
and  dreadful  was  that  which  buril  upon  the 
head  of  Job.  We  fee  him  in  one  fliort  day 
defpoiled  of  all  his  rich  polfeffions,  and, 
what  to  a  heart  fo  good  mull  have  been  ftill 
more  afflicting,  depriv^ed  of  all  his  children 
by  one  calamitous  blow;  but,  as  if  this 
complication  of  external  misfortunes,  as  if 
thefe  troubles,  alTailing  him  on  every  fide, 
had  been  infufficient  for  the  trial  of  his  in- 
tegrity, his  flefh  is  infected  with  a  grievous 
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and  painful  difeafe.  OurTympathy  and  for- 
Vo\y  are  npw  as  deeply  engaged  as  were  be- 
fore our  admiration  and  efteem.  We  enter 
into  the  fad  reverfe  of  this  good  man's  for- 
tune, we  feel  for  him  lying  in  the  duft,  in 
nakednefs,  in  want,  in  pain  of  body,  and 
diftrcfs  of  mind.  The  difcouffes  which  pafs 
between  him  and  his  friends  in  this  piteous 
fituation  are  replete  with  the  nobleft  in- 
flruction  :  they  are  an  inexhaufiible  mine  of 
found  morality,  and  deep  obfervation  on 
human  life.  Even  the  acrimonious  expref- 
fions  introduced  in  fome  of  Job's  fpeeches, 
wbich  appear  to  favour  of  impatience,  only 
tend  to  attach  us  more  clofely  to  him  :  they 
.  ferve  as  delicate  Il'rokes  to  heis^hten  the  pic- 
ture,  and  give  it  that  exquifite  finilh  on 
which  the  truth  of  character  depends. 

Were  his  complaints  the  mere  wailings  of 
defpondency,  we  might  fufpect  his  feelings. 
If.  }ie  complained  not  at  all,  but  rather  glo- 
ried in  his  calamities,  we  fliould  cenfure  his 
character  as  unnatural  and  affected.  We 
fl:iouid  then  take  no  part  in  his  diftrefs ;  for 
eyen  the  fublimeil  virtue,  devoid  of  the  fecl- 
ings  ofhuman  nature,  could  not  engage  our 
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fympathy  :  but.  while  we  fee  him  alive  to  all 
his  woes,  yet  refigned  to  that  great  and  good 
Being  by  whom  they  are  inflicted,  carrying 
his  patience  to  the  extreme  verp-e  of  huma- 
nity, yet  ftill  retaining  all  the  feelings  of  a 
man  ;  we  become  intereded  in  every  word, 
action  and  circuraflance  that  tends  to  bring 
on  the  cataftrophe.  The  cataftrophe  at 
length  arrives,  wrought  up  with  every  touch 
of  the  pathetic  and  fublime,  that  can  catch 
the  attention  or  captivate  the  heart.  The 
fupreme  Being  himfeif  is  introduced  demon- 
flrating  the  ignorance  and  weaknefs  of  man, 
and  confequently  his  inability  to  determine 
concerning  the  fitnefs  and  equity  of  the  va- 
rious events  appointed  by  providence.  A 
copious  account  is  given  by  this  heavenly 
fpeaker  of  his  own  moil  amazing  works, 
with  ftrong  and  beautiful  defcriptions  of 
various  particulars  among  them,  fn  the 
conclufion,  Job's  friends  are  reproved  for 
the  unadvifed  feverity  of  their  reafonings ; 
moft  honourable  teilimony  is  borne  to  the 
rectitude  of  Job  himfeif;  he  is  raifed  from 
the  abyfs  of  mifery  to  fplendour,  far  ex- 
ceeding what  he  had  before  enjoyed  ;  every 
H  2  ppf- 
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pofiTelTion  and  bleflTing  is  doubled  to  him  :  he 
lives  long  refpected,  and  dies  in  a  venerable 
and  happy  old  age. 

In  reviewing  this  flory  with  a  defign  of 
drawing  from  it  lefTons  of  inftruction,  the 
difficulty  lies  not  in  the  difcovery,  but  in  the 
felection  of  materials.  Every  page  teems 
with  fentences  that  fpeak  at  once  to  the  un- 
derftanding  and  to  the  heart ;  every  inci- 
dent and  change  of  fortune  have  in  them 
fomething  monitory,  and  there  is  hardly  a 
cafe  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  human  life  in 
which  one  might  not  advantageoufly  confult 
the  character  of  Job  for  advice. 

Profperity  is  the  object  of  all  human  pur- 
fuits  and  defires  ;  but  of  all  human  acquifi- 
tions  it  is  the  moR  difficult  to  be  borne. 
"  Where  the  carcafe  is,  there  will  the  eagles 
"  be  gathered  together,"  and  where  profpe- 
rity is,  a  crowd  of  temptations  will  be  ho- 
vering around.  In  a  profperous  flate,  in 
that  (late  which,  with  all  its  dangers,  will 
always  be  mod  defired,  the  conduct  of  Job 
is  held  forth  as  a  pattern.  Let  the  rich  and 
the  happy  learn  from  him  moderation  in  the 
enjoyments    which   affluence  places  within 
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their  reach,  a  total  abflinence  from  all  op- 
preffion,  and  a  conilant  attention  to  exer- 
tions of  generofity  and  charit)^.  Let  them 
bev/are  of  wrapping  themfelvcs  up  in  the 
felfifli  fecurity  of  their  own  importance, 
hardened  againfl  the  feelings  of  their  neio-h- 
bour's  diftrefs,  dead  to  every  joy  that  digni- 
fies the  nature  of  man,  and  alive  to  nothing- 
but  fenfual  pleafure.  Miferable  perverfion 
this  of  heaven's  beft  blefiings !  to  employ  that 
which  might  purchafe  the  blifs  of  angels  in 
the  abufe  and  debafement  even  of  humanity, 
till  it  is  funk  to  a  level  with  the  brutes  that 
perifti. 

But  even  while  their  confcience  bears 
witnefs  to  the  general  rectitude  of  their  de- 
figns  and  actions,  let  them  not  fet  their 
hearts  too  much  on  what  they  poffcfs  ;  nei- 
ther riches,  nor  children,  nor  dearcil  friends 
are  given  to  man  by  perpetual  tenure,  and 
that  man  is  but  ill  prepared  to  bear  a  reverfe 
of  fortune  who  never  imagined  fuch  a  re- 
verie polTible.  Reafon  therefore  muft  fre- 
quently reprefentthe  inftability  of  all  earth- 
ly things,  which  will  teach  us  both  to  ufe 
frhem  well,  and  to  bear  the  lofs  of  them  with 
H  3  decen- 
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decency.  Virtue  cannot  always  prevent  the 
aflaults  of  calamity,  but  it  may  adminifter 
flrength  and  fortitude  to  fupport  them.  The 
integrity  and  benevolence  of  Job  could  not 
hinder  the  rovincr  free-booters  of  the  eaft 
from  plundering  his  wealth;  the  lightning 
'from  dcftroying  his  fervants  ;  the  hurricane 
from  overwhelming  his  children  ;  nor  dif- 
eafe  from  invading  his  own  flefh  ;  but  the 
fweet  remembrance  of  them  could  infpire 
him  with  vigour  to  bear  all  thefe  miferies 
with  an  exalted  degree  of  patience.  In  this 
view  his  example  is  invaluable. 

It  is  not  the  lot  of  all  to  be  intruded  with 
.riches  and  power;  but  it  is  the  lot  of  every 
one  to  fufier  fome  portion  of  diftrefs.  The 
ufes  of  thefe  afflictive  difpenfations  are  innu- 
merable and  often  unknown ;  but  this  we 
well  know,  that  murmurs  and  complaints 
are  utterly  vain :  they  may  aggravate  but 
cannot  remove  the  incumbent  woe.  How 
much  better  is  it,  how  much  more  becom- 
ing thofe  wlio  profefs  to  believe  a  Divine 
Providence,  which  difpenfes  both  profperity 
and  affliction,  according  to  the  dictates  of 
infinite  wifdorn   and  goodnefs,  to  bear  with 
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humble  fubmiffion  thofe  diflrefles  which  no 
human  power  can  either  prevent  or  remove. 
In  fuch  refignation  there  is  foraething  no- 
ble and  meritorious,  and  its  confequences 
will  prove  it  the  wifefl;  choice. 

A  man  of  extreme  fenfibility  indeed,  on 
the  firll  onfet  of    calamity   cannot  always 
prefcrve  an  unruffled  mind ;    he    may    be 
tempted  to  refent  the  Iljroke  which  he  thinks 
undeferved,  or  even  like  Job  to  curfe  the 
day  of  his  birth,  and  to  wilh  he  had  drop- 
ped from  his  cradle  into  his  grave.    But  this 
torrent  of  pafllon  foon  fubfides;  it  is  as  th^ 
burfling  forth  of  confined  waters  ;    the  tur- 
l3ulence  is  foon  over,  and  tlie   flrearn  runs 
fmooth  and  clear:    he  will  deeply  humble 
himfelf  before  that  awful  Being,  whofe  judg- 
ments no  force  can  refill,  whofe  counfels  no 
wifdom  can  fearch  out :    he  will  ciciore  the 
invifible  hand  which,  for  fome  good  caufe 
pnknown  to  him,    removes  what   perhaps 
conflituted  the  fole  felicity  of  his   life  :    he 
will  confecrate  his  fulferings  to  heaven,  and 
implore  God  to  accept  of  them  as  an  atone- 
ment for  his  fccret  crimes  :    he  will  fearch 
into,  every  corner  of  his  heart,  banifii  every 
li  4  lurk- 
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lurking  vice,  caR  out   every  unv/orthy  de- 
fire,  and  eftablifli  fair  virtue  as  in  full  pof- 
feffion  there.     The  man  who  thus  improves 
the  vifitations  of  adverfity  fhall  be  indeed 
the  bleffed  of  the  Lord,  and  his  latter  end 
fhall  be   made  greater  than  his  beginning. 
Death  fiiall  waft  him  to  thofe  happy  regions 
w^here  no   robbers   plunder,    no   lightnings 
blaft,    no    florms    overwhelm ;    or   fmilins: 
profperity  fiiall  once  more  return   to  raife 
his  head,  and  bid  him  flourifh  again  among 
the  fons  of  men.    In  either  cafe  he  is  bleffed. 
If  he  dies,  his  virtues,  his  fufferings,  his  pa- 
tience become  exemplary,  and  his  memory 
is  held  dear  :    if  he  lives,  the  pains  he  has 
borne  will   infpire  fympathy  with  others  in 
diftrefs,  and  excite  him  to  a  perpetual  dehre 
of  communicating  happinefs,  which,  natu- 
rally returning  upon  himfelf,  will  afford  him 
an  inexhauliible  fund  of  the  pureft  enjoy- 
ments a  worthy  heart  can  know  ;  and  when 
life  is  ended  he  fliall  ftep  out  of  this  world, 
where  his  virtue  is  honoured  and  beloved, 
into  another,  where   it  fhall   be  confirmed 
and  cro\vned  with  everlafting  happinefs. 
But/  to  ChriftiaRs,  I  cannot  conclude  the 
^  admo- 
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admonitions  and  exhortations  which  natu- 
rally arife  from   the  hiftory  we   have  been 
contemplating,  without  a  few  obfervations 
on  the  peculiar  and  great  advantages  which 
are  derived  from  the  Gofpel.    Whoever  Job 
was,    whenfoever,    or  by  whomfoever  his 
flory  was  compiled,  we  knov/  that  it  was 
long  previous  to  the  glorious  difpenfatioii 
of  light,  which  we  have  the  happinefs  to  en- 
joy ;    and  though  to   *'  that  light  of  reafon, 
*'  which  lighteneth  every  man  that  cometh 
"  into  the  world,"  it  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe 
that  fome  kind  of  revelation  of  the  divine 
will  might  have  been  fuperadded,  in  the  cafe 
of  fo  venerable  and  excellent  a  character, 
yet  he  had  not  the  example  of  a  fuffering 
Saviour  fet  before  his  eyes;  he  had  not  the 
precepts  of  his  wifdom  by  which  to  regulate 
his  behaviour,  nor  the  exprefs  promifes  of 
life  and  immortality  to  counterbalance  the 
evils  of  time.     His  appreciation  of  a  prefent 
life   could  not  have  been  as  juft,   nor  his 
views  of  a  future  flate  as  clear,  as  thofe  we 
poffefs.     If,  then,  in  the  abfence  of  fuch  ad- 
vantages, Job  exhibits  to  our  view  fo  illuf- 
trious  an  example  of  patience  and  refigna- 

tion. 
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tion,  of  humility  and  piety,  will  he  not 
hereafter  rife  up  in  judgment  againfl  many 
Chriftians  and  condemn  them  ?  Where  will 
be  the  hiding  place  of  ihofe  profelling  difci- 
ples  of  their  Lord,  who  have  neither  been 
temperate  in  profperity,  nor  liberal  in  afllu- 
cnce,  nor  patient  in  pain  and  forrow,  nor 
refi2[ned  in  adverfity  ?  Will  not  fuch,  if 
now  they  have  the  temerity  to  call  them- 
felves  "  children  of  the  kingdom,"  be  finally 
difowned  and  caft  out,  and  fee  the  rewards 
of  it  bellowed  on  thofe  alorxe  who  have  been 
holy  not  in  word  only,  but  in  deed  ? 

May  all  the  examples  and  exhortations  to 
virtue,  which  we  meet  with  in  the  Old  and 
New  Teflament,  "  which  were  written  for 
"  our  inftruction,"  produce  in  us  the  fruits 
of  good  living,  as  "  without  holinefs  no  one 
"  (hall  fee  tlie  Lord." 


SER. 
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SERMON     VII. 

Hallowed  he  thy  name.     Matt.  vi.  9. 

IT  muft  occur  to  all  who  are  acquainted 
with  human  nature,  that  familiarity,  even 
with  thofe  things  which  are  in  themfelves 
moil  excellent,  is  apt  to  diminilh  our  atten- 
tion to  them.  This  is  but  too  much  the  cafe 
even  with  our  religious  fervices,  and  the  ob- 
fervation  has  often  been  applied  as  an  argu- 
ment againil  forms  of  prayer.  To  enter  up- 
on the  difcuflion  of  this  queftion  would  be 
foreign  to  our  prefent  fubject,  I  fliall  there- 
fore only  obferve,  that,  even  allowing  to  the 
objection  all  the  validity  that  can  be  de- 
mandedj  it  is  abundantly  compenfated  by 
many  obvious  advantages.  But  the  objec- 
tion, if  applicable  to  forms  of  human  com- 
pofition,.  is  not  lefs  fo  to  that  moft  excellent 
model  of  devotion,  commonly  called  the 
Lord's  Prayer ;  and  much  is  it  to  be  feared 
that,  in  confequence  of  frequently  repeating 

it. 


[    108    ] 

it,  many  pronounce  it  without  that  attention 
to  its  comprehenfive  meaning  which  ought 
to  accompany  it.  It  is  true  that  we  have  a 
fliort,  but  excellent,  explanation  of  it  in  our 
Church  Catechifra,  which  might  be  fufficient 
for  inftruction ;  but  as  the  intent  of  preach- 
ing is  not  fo  much  to  inform  men  of  what 
they  do  not  know,  as  to  remind  them  of  that 
with  which  they  are  already  acquainted,  but 
of  which,  from  the  various  purfuits  of  the 
w^orld,  they  are  too  apt  to  be  negligent  and 
forgetful,  there  can  be  no  impropriety  in  the 
preacher's  occafionaily  reminding  them  of 
topics  which,  though  to  fome  they  may  ap- 
pear trite  and  common,  are  in  themfelves  of 
infinite  importance,  and  may  be  highly  ufe- 
ful  to  a  Chriftian  audience,  as  they  may  pre- 
vent their  worfliip  from  degenerating  into 
the  mere  fervice  of  the  lips,  in  which  the 
underdanding  is  unengaged  and  the  heart 
unaffected. 

With  this  view  it  is  proper,  at  different 
times,  to  direct  our  attention,  not  only  to 
the  general  intention  and  fcope  of  the  Lord's 
Prayer,  but  alfo  to  the  meaning  of  fome  of 
its  petitions.     That  on  which  I  now  wifh  to 

engage 
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engage  your  thoughts  is  fo  fliort,  but  at  the 
fame  time  fo  comprehenfive,  that  without 
fome  guide  we  may  probably  not  underftand 
its  full  extent.  In  order  therefore  to  affift. 
you  in  this  I  fhall  endeavour  to  explain  its 
meaning,  and  to  deduce  fome  practical  in- 
ferences from  it. 

.  As  our  bleffed  Lord  placed  love  to  God 
at  the  head  of  the  moral  duties,  and  de- 
clared it  to  be  "  the  firft  and  o-reat  com- 
"  mandment,"  fo  in  his  excellent  prayer  the 
firft  petitions  which  we  are  directed  to  pre- 
fent,  are  thofe  which  relate  to  God  and  re- 
ligion ;  and  among  thefe  that  which  intreats 
that  the  name  of  God  may  be  hallowed  or 
fanctified,  claims  the  foremoft  rank. 

As  our  Lord  was  addreffmg  himfelf  to 
thofe  of  the  Jews,  whofe  acquaintance  with 
letters  was  confined  to  the  books  of  the  Old 
Teflament,  it  was  not  only  natural  but  high- 
ly proper  that  he  fhould  adapt  his  inilruction 
to  their  capacities,  by  ufing  expreflions 
which  were  borrowed  from  their  facred  wri- 
tings with  which  they  were  familiar. 

Of  this  kind  are  the  expreffions  in  this  pe- 
tition :    the  word  to  hallow  or  fanctify  was 

ufed 
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ufc:d  by  the  Jews,  when  applied  to  perfons 
or  things,  to  fignify  feparating  tliem  from 
the  common  purpofes  of  life,  and  devoting 
them  to  religious  ufes  ;  but  when  applied  to 
the  fupreme  Being,  it  acquired  a  more  com- 
prehenfive  meaning,  and  fignified  the  ado- 
ration, homage  and  praife  due  to  the  Deity. 
It  is  of  the  fame  import  with  the  phrafe  to 
glorify  God,  that  is,  to  celebrate  his  perfec- 
tions, and  to  render  him  thofe  honours 
which  he  fo  richly  deferves  from  us.  He  is 
reprefented  as  faying  to  Aaron,  "  I  will  be 
"  fanctihed  in  them  that  come  nigh  me,  and 
"  before  all  the  people  will  I  be  glorified  ;" 
and  he  declares  by  his  prophet  Ezekiel, 
"  Behold,  I  am  againft  thee,  O  Zidon,  and  ' 
"  I  will  be  glorified  in  the  midft  of  thee,  and 
"  they  fhall  know  that  I  am  the  Lord,  when 
"  I  fliall  have  executed  judgment  in  her,  and 
*'  fhall  be  fanctified  in  her." 

The  m,ame  of  God  is  alfo  a  Hebrew  expref- 
fion,  which  is  varioufly  ufed  by  the  writers 
of  the  Old  Teftament.  Sometimes  it  (lands 
for  the  Deity  himfelf :  thus,  to  praife,  to 
call  upon,  and  to  blefs  the  name  of  God,  is 
to  celebrate  the  praifes^  to  intreat  the  pro- 
tection^ 
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tection,  and  to  ofFer  the  tribtite  of  a  grate- 
ful heart  to  God  hirafelf. 

In  this  fenfe  to  hallow  the  name  of  the 
Deity,  is  to  worfliip  the  one  true  God  in 
oppofition  to  the  idols  of  the  heathens,  to 
acknowledge  him  as  creator,  prefetver  and 
goVe^rnor  of  all  things ;  hence  in  the  44th 
Pfalm,  "  to  forget  the  name  of  our  God,"  is 
tlfed  as  fynonimous  to  the  expreffion  of 
"  ftretching  out  our  hands  to  a  flrange 
"  god ;"  and  fignifies  an  apoftacy  from  the 
worfhip  of  the  true  God  to  that  of  idols. 

In  other  places  the  name  of  God  is  ufed 
to  fignify  the  infinite  perfections  or  attri? 
butes  of  the  Deity  ;  his  goodnefs,  his  know- 
ledge, his  wifdom,  his  mercy,  his  truth,  his 
fidelity,  his  power,  his  omniprefence  and 
his  providence.  In  this  fenfe  David  fays^ 
"  they  that  know  thy  name,"  that  is  all  thy 
perfections,  "  will  put  their  truft  in  thee."    . 

According  to  this  meaning  of  the  word, 
to  hallow  the  name  of  God  is  to  form  juft 
ideas  of  the  divine  Being-,  to  acknowledge 
his  perfections,  and  zealoufly  to  embrace 
6very  opportunity  of  making  them  known 
to  our  fellow-crpatures ;  to  declare  to  man- 
kind 
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kind  that  "  there  is  none  good  but  one,  that 
*'  is  God ;"  that  "  he  is  the  bleffed  and  only 
*'  potentate,  the  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of 
"  lords,  who  only  hath  immortality  dwel- 
''  ling  in  light  unto  which  no  man  can  ap- 
*'  proach,  whom  no  man  hath  feen  or  can 
"  fee,  to  whom  be  honour  and  power  ever- 
"  lafting." 

By  the  name  of  God  is  fometimes  meant 
that  religion  which  he  hath  revealed  to  man. 
Thus  "  the  place  which  God  hath  chofen  to 
*'  fet  his  name  there,"  meant  that  which  he 
had  appointed  for  the  rites  of  the  religion  he 
had  revealed  by  Mofes ;  and  the  apoflle 
Paul  tells  the  firfl  Chriftians  "  that  the  name 
"  of  God,"  that  is  the  religion  of  Chrifl,  '•  is 
"  blafphemed  among  the  Gentiles  through 
*•'  their  immoral  conduct/' 

To  hallov\^  the  name  of  God  fignifies 
therefore  to  perfevere  in  the  profeffion  of 
the  Gofpel  of  Chrili,  and  to  adorn  this  doc- 
trine by  all  our  conduct ;  to  "  walk  honeftly, 
*•'  giving  none  occafioii  to  the  advcrfary  to 
"  fpeak  reproachfully,"  and  to  ''  make  our 
"  light  fo  fliine  before  men  that  they  may 
"  glorify  our  father  who  is  in  heaven." 

Laftly, 
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Laflly,  to  fum  up  all  that  has  been  faid, 
we  may  obferve  that  in  this  petition  we  ex- 
prefs  our  mod  fervent  and  fincere  defire  that 
*'  all  men  fhould  attain  to  the  knowledge  of 
"  the  truth,"  fhould  acknowledge  the  "  only 
''  true  God  and  Jefus  Chrift  whom  he  hath 
"  fent/'  and  (liould  form  jufl  ideas  of  his 
perfections ;  that  every  tongue  fhould  praife 
and  every  knee  bow  before  him  ;  that  all 
intelligent  beings  fhould  know,  ferve  and 
obey  him  ;  that  all  nations,  and  particularly 
thofe  with  which  we  are  connected,  fiiould 
fear  his  power  and  worfhip  his  adorable  ex- 
cellence, fhould  venerate  his  wifdom,  fliould 
love  his  goodnefs,  fhould  trufl  in  his  pro- 
mifes  and  rely  upon  his  mercy  ;  that  all 
mankind  may  learn  and  profefs  his  true  reli- 
gion, and  live  in  a  manner  conformable  to 
their  faith,  their  knowledge  and  their  hope. 

From  what  has  been  faid  of  this  petition, 
it  is  evident  that  it  fuppofes  feveral  impor- 
tant duties  to  be  performed  by  us,  and  that 
when  we  prefent  it  we  lay  ourfelves  under 
an  obligation  to  difcharge  tliem.  To  offer 
this  prayer  and  not  to  reflect  on  the  duties 
which  it  impofes  upon  us,  would  be  a  mofl: 

I  impious 
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impious  mockery  of  the  Mofl  High ;  and 
yet  it  is  much  to  be  feared  that  this  petition 
is  often  pronounced  as  a  mere  form  of  words, 
without  attending  to  the  obligations  which 
we  thereby  acknowledge  and  renew. 

Let  it  however  be  obferved  that  when  we 
are  commanded  to  pray  that  the  name  of 
God  may  be  hallowed,  we  are  not  to  ima- 
gine that  the  glory,  the  honour  and  happi* 
nefs  of  the  divine  Being  can  either  be  in- 
creafed  by  the  worfhip  or  diminifhed  by  the 
ungrateful  neglect  of  infignificant  mortals. 
'  Look  unto  the  heavens   and  fee,    behold 

•  the  clouds  which  are  higher  than   thou  ! 

•  If  thou  fmneft  what  dofl  thou  againft  him  ? 
'  or  if  thy  tranfgreffions  be  multiplied  what 
'  dofl  thou  unto  him  ?  If  thou  be  righteous 
'  what  giveft  thou  him  ?  or  what  receiveth 
'  he  of  thine  hand  ?  Thy  wickednefs  may 
•'  hurt  a  man  as  thou  art,  and  thy  righteouf- 
^  nefs  may  profit  the  fon  of  man  ;  but  can  a 

•  man  be  profitable  unto  God,  as  he  that  is 
'  wife  may  be  profitable  unto  himfelf?  Is  it 
'  any  pleafure  to  the  Almighty  that  thou 
''  art  righteous  ?  or  is  it  gain  to  him  that 
'  thou  makefl:  thy  ways  perfect  ?'"'  His  glo- 
ry 
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ry  and  happinefs,  like  all  his  other  perfec- 
tions, are  infinite  and  immutable.     He  ever 
was,  he  is,  and  ever  will  be  the  fame,  whe- 
ther he  be  adored  or  neglected  by  his  crea- 
tures.     When  therefore  intelligent  beings 
are  exhorted  to  glorify  God,  it  mud  be  un- 
derftood  only  with  relation  to  themfelves, 
and  their  fellow-creatures,  to  whom  they 
may  celebrate  his  perfections.     By  this  we 
improve  our  own  difpofitions  and  may  pro- 
mote the  improvement  of  others;  but  no- 
thing could  be  more  abfurdly  impious  than 
for  the  greateft  of  the  fons  of  man,  who  is  a 
mere  worm  of  the  duft,  to  fuppofe  that  he 
could  contribute  any  thing  to  increafe  the 
glory,  or  augment  the  happinefs  of  the  un- 
changeable God.     It  is  for  our  fakes  alone 
that  the  Deity  requires  us  to  praife  and  adore 
him,  and  the  command  itfelf  is  an  inftance 
of  his  goodnefs  towards  us.    For  if  we  know, 
celebrate  and  adore  his  glorious  attributes, 
we  fliall  be  rendered  more  perfect  and  more 
happy  by  this  noblefl  employment  of  our 
minds,  which  will  be  elevated,  purified  and 
improved  in  all  their  faculties.     Man  will 
hereby  become  acquainted   with   the  true 
I  2  beauty 
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beauty  of  virtue  and  goodnefs,  and  with  the 
fource  of  all  perfection  ;  if  he  contemplates 
thefe  fiiblime  fubjects  aright,  he  will  not  fail 
to  find  his  affections  powerfully  engaged, 
and  his  inclination  excited  to  conform  his 
conduct  ta  that  model  of  perfection  which 
he  will  conftantly  keep  in  view.  How  hap- 
py would  human  fociety  become  if  proper 
and  lively  notions  of  the  divine  attributes 
were  imprelfed  upon  every  mind,  and  pene- 
trated every  heart !  It  would  then  be  like 
that  of  the  blefled  inhabitants  of  heaven  : 
man  would  then  be  good,  juft,  merciful  and 
true,  in  humble  imitation  of  his  heavenly 
father.  We  (hould  then  be  happy  even  in 
this  world,  as  the  refult  of  our  own  perfec- 
tion, and  that  of  all  around  us.  Moral  evil, 
with  all  its  train  of  dreadful  confequences, 
would  then,  inftead  of  difturbing  mankind, 
be  banifhed  from  the  earth.  But  though 
fuch  a  perfect  Hate  of  innocence  and  virtue 
cannot  be  expected  in  this  difpenfation  of 
trial  and  probation,  yet  the  more  the  name 
of  God  is  hallowed,  the  nearer  will  be  our 
approach  towards  it ;  and  certainly  what- 
ever brings  us  at  all  nearer  to  fuch  a  Hate  of 

feli- 
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felicity  muft  be  in  the  iitmofl  degree  defira- 
blt^ ;  it  is  therefore  our  higheft  intereft  that 
the  Deity  (hould  be  known  and  truly  fanc- 
tified  by  us  all,  and  efpecially  by  thofe  with 
whom  our  lot  is  calt  in  the  connections 
either  of  civil  or  domeftic  fociety.  Hence 
when  we  offer  tlie  petition  "  Hallowed  be  thy 
"  name!"  we  pray  for  the  promotion  of  our 
own  fafety  and  happinefs. 

God  manifefts  himfelf  to  man  as  to  an  in- 
telligent and  moral  agent  by  the  dictates  of 
reafon,  and  confcience,  by  his  works  of 
creation,  and  by  the  difpenfations  of  his 
providence.  Within  us  we  have  a  princi- 
ple of  light  and  truth,  v^^hich  leads  us  up 
to  the  Supreme  Being,  and  without  us  a 
vafl  volume  is  opened  to  our  view  which 
all  may  perufe  :  there,  in  plain  yet  fublime 
characters,  are  traced  the  mod  ftriking  in- 
flances  of  the  omnipotence,  the  infinite 
knowledge,  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  him, 
who  made  all  things  by  his  power  and  pre- 
ferves  all  things  by  his  providence.  How 
flupid  and  negligent  mufl  they  be  who  do 
not  perceive  the  wonders  of  divine  bounty  ! 
How  ungrateful  thofe  who  enjoy  them 
1 3  without 
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without  attending  to  them  !  How  obfti- 
nately  prefumptuous  thofe  whom,  when 
they  are  capable  of  perceiving  them,  they 
do  not  lead  back  to  the  grand  Firfl  Caufe, 
from  which  all  fecondary  caufes  derive  their 
relation  and  efficacy  !  Contemplate  the 
earth  on  which  we  dwell  with  the  other 
worlds,  which  furround  the  fun  (which  is  a 
million  of  times  greater  than  our  earth), 
and  defcribe  revolutions  fo  conftant  and  re- 
gular as  to  aftonifh  thofe  the  moft,  who 
have  moft  diligently  ftudied  them.  Confi- 
der  the  fixed  ftars  placed  at  various,  yet  to 
us  immeafurable  diftances,  fome  of  them 
furpaffing  the  fun  in  magnitude,  and  giving 
light  and  heat  to  planetary  fyftems  like 
ours.  Imagination  is  loft  and  bewildered 
in  the  contemplation  of  works  fo  immenfe, 
that,  when  compared  with  the  vaft  uni- 
verfe,  our  fun,  with  all  the  planets  which 
roll  around  it,  is  but  as  a  grain  of  fand  on 
the  fliore  in  proportion  to  the  earth.  But 
the  power,  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  the 
Creator  are  not  lefs  evident  in  the  moft  mi- 
nute, than  in  the  greateft  of  his  works. 
The  microfcope  difcovers  a  new  world  of 

won- 
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wonders.  The  ftructure  of  the  fmalleft  in- 
fect, which  to  the  naked  eye  appears  an  in- 
divifible  point,  is  not  lefs  aflonifliing  than 
that  of  the  largeft  animal.  We  there  dif- 
cern  a  variety,  and  connection  of  bodily  or- 
gans fo  admirably  adapted  to  the  mode  o,f 
life,  and  an  apparatus  fo  exquifitely  fuited 
to  the  manner  of  fubfiftence  appointed  for 
thefe  diminutive  beings,  that  nothing  lefs 
than  infinite  wifdom  and  power  could  have 
contrived  and  created  them.  A  celebrated 
naturahft  of  this  country  *  afferts  that  he 
has  obferved  living  infects  fo  fmall  that  a 
hundred  million  of  them  togetlier  fcarcely 
equalled  the  magnitude  of  a  grain  of  fand. 

Whence  comes  it  then  that  the  name  of 
God  is  not  hallowed  by  all  his  creatures  ? 
Is  it  poffible  that  there  can  be  real  atheiRs, 
who  coolly  and  deliberately  deny  the  exif- 
tence  of  a  firft  intelligent  Caufe  ?  Alas !  it 
is  but  too  true,  that  fuch  have  been  found 
in  nations  highly  civilized,  and  among  the 
higher  ranks  in  thefe.  But  what  is  more 
aftonifhing,  even  among  thofe  who  liave 
explored  all  the  depths  of  fcience,  and  have 
adorned  their  minds  with  all  the  riches  of 
1 4  human 
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human  literature,  fome  have  been  fo  blind- 
ed by  their  pride  as  "  to  fay  in  their  Jiearts, 
"  There  is  no  God  /"  This  w^ould  not  be 
furprizing  in  ignorant  uncultivated  Tavages  ; 
and  yet  even  the  mod  uncivilized  nations 
feem,  amidft  all  the  fuperftition  and  idola- 
try to  which  they  are  enflaved,  to  have 
fome  faint  ideas  of  an  intelligent  Caufe, 
which  however  abfurd  and  erroneous  are 
flill  more  rational  than  the  grofs  felf-delu- 
fions  of  atheifm. 

But,  alas  !  the  name  of  God  is  far  from 
being  truly  known  and  fanctified  even 
among  many  who  profefs  to  believe  in  the 
revelation  of  his  word,  and  to  be  the  difci- 
ples  of  the  Saviour.  In  how  large  a  part  of 
the  chriflian  world  is  the  gofpel  debafed  by 
the  vain  traditions  of  men  !  and  how  many 
are  there  on  whom,  inllead  of  the  rational 
doctrines  and  hmple  duties  of  the  New 
Teflament,  are  impofed  the  belief  of  unintel- 
ligible myfteries,  and  the  practice  of  vain 
and  often  idolatrous  ceremonies  !  But, 
perhaps,  it  will  be  contended  that  fuch  fu- 
perftition is  infinitely  preferable  to  atheifm  ; 
that,  except  in  extraordinary  cafes  which, 
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comparatively  fpeaking,  feldom  occur,  it 
neither  diffolves  the  obligations  of  morality, 
nor  loofens  the  ties  of  fociety  ;  that  by  pre- 
ferving  order  and  fubordination,  it,  in  a 
great  meafure,  anfwers  the  ends  of  true  re- 
ligion, and  that  from  the  change  which, 
during  this  century  has  taken  place  in  the 
opinions  of  mankind,  there  is  little  danger 
of  the  overwhelming  tyranny  of  fuperlli- 
tion,  or  of  its  propagating  its  tenets  by  fire 
and  fword.  We  grant  all  this.  We  allow 
that  the  errors  of  the  head  have  not  always 
an  immediate  influence  on  the  affections  of 
the  heart ;  and  that,  even  among  thofe  who 
from  ignorance  are  attached  to  the  mod  iu- 
perflitious  tenets  and  practices,  there  are 
many  pious  and  virtuous  individuals,  who 
to  the  beft  of  their  knowledge  ferve  God  in 
the  manner  they  fincerely  believe  to  be  mofl: 
acceptable  to  him  ;  yet,  as  Proteftants,  we 
cannot  but  deplore  the  prevalence  of  fuper- 
flition,  becaufe,  from  the  experience  both 
of  paft  and  prefent  times,  we  are  perfuaded 
that  it  is  fatal  to  true  and  vital  religion,  and 
that  it  tends  to  promote  atheifm  and  infideli- 
ty. In  a  church  which  prohibits  all  free  in- 
quiry. 
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quiry,  and  tolerates  no  departure  from  its 
dictates,  they,  whofe  minds  are  too  much 
cnhghtened  not  to  fee  the  abfurdity  of  many 
of  its  tenets,  have  no  opportunity  of  better 
inftruction  ;  the  doubts  which  are  firft  fug- 
gefled  by  thofe  things  which,  though  of  hu- 
man invention,  they  have  always  been 
taught  to  confider  as  infeparably  connected 
with  the  gofpel,  are  eafily  extended  to  the 
whole  of  chriftianity,  which  hence  they  con- 
template with  indifference  and  contempt,  as 
fit  only  to  keep  vulgar  minds  in  fubjectlon  : 
Thus  they  gradually  lofe  a  fenfe  of  all  reli- 
gious obligation,  and  become  the  (laves  of 
thofe  vicious  inclinations,  which  they  can 
indulge  without  being  obnoxious  to  human 
laws,  till  at  length  the  licentioufnefs  of 
their  conduct  confirms  the  unbelief  which 
had  given  rife  to  it.  Never  having'  dared 
to  propofe  their  firft  doubts  as  matters  of 
ferious  inveftigation,  they  now  vent  their 
infidelity  in  oblique  infinuations  and  farcaf- 
tic  hints,  which  are  recommended  to  the 
gay  and  thougJitlefs  by  the  graces  of  com- 
pofitibn  and  the  livelinefs  of  wit  ;  and  their 
effect  illuftrates  the  promptitude  with  which 
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the  human  mind,  when  once  certain  princi- 
ples are  relaxed,  flies  from  the  extreme  of 
credulity  to  the  oppolite  extreme  of  infideli- 
ty. Should  a  country,  in  which  this  con- 
tempt of  religion  and  morals  prevails  among 
the  great,  undergo  any  revolution,  by 
which  the  difcipline  of  its  church  is  abolifli- 
ed,  and  the  reftraints  of  the  former  govern- 
ment removed,  what  can  be  expected  but 
that  the  incredulity  of  the  more  enlighten- 
ed, and  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  great, 
fhould  be  diffufed  among  all  the  inferior 
ranks  of  men;  or  that  the  reign  of  fuperfti- 
tion  fhould  be  immediately  fupplanted  hj 
that  of  irreligion  and  immorality.  The  firft 
part  of  this  picture  is  realized  in  the  religi- 
ous ftate  of  many  Roman  Catholic  coun- 
tries, and  particularly  in  that  of  France  be- 
fore the  late  revolution,  the  latter  in  the  pre- 
fent  circumflances  of  that  diftrafted  nation. 
But  even  among  Proteflants  there  are  too 
many  who  do  not  properly  know  and  fanc- 
tify  the  name  of  God  :  too  many  who,  in- 
different to  perfonal  fincerity  and  convic- 
tion in  religion,  conlider  it  merely  with  ref- 
pect  to  political  utility,  and  are  zealous  for 
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the  proteftant  religion  here,  upon  no  other 
principles  than  thofe  on  which  they  would 
promote  popery  at  Rome  or  Mahometanifm 
in  Turkey,  merely  becaufe  it  happens  to  be 
the  religion  of  the  Rate.  Now,  though  we 
are  deeply  perfuaded  of  the  valuable  effects 
of  religion  on  the  morals  and  manners  of  a 
people,  and  of  its  efficacy  in  preferving  or- 
der, fubordination  and  peace  in  civil  foci- 
ety,  and  though  we  acknowledge  that  on 
thefe,  and  alfo  on  many  other  accounts,  we 
fincerely  wilh  to  fee  it  univerfally  flourifh  ; 
yet  let  it  be  obferved,  that  they  who  look 
no  further  than  thefe,  political  effects  of  reli- 
gion, are  not  very  likely  to  be  animated  by  its 
genuine  fpirit,  or  to  be  much  influenced  by 
it  in  their  conduct.  They  will  foon  be  led  to 
think  it  a  reftraint  rather  for  others  than  for 
themfelves,  will  become  regardlefs  of  its 
fentiments,  negligent  of  its  duties,  offended 
when  ever  it  reproves  their  own  failings  and 
faults,  and  in  fliort  deem  it  fit  only  for  the 
inftruction  of  the  illiterate  and  the  vulgar. 
The  exception  of  ourfelves  from  what  we 
are  .willing  to  impofe  upon  others"  is  fo  flat- 
tering to  human  pride  and  weaknefs,    that 

we 
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we  are  apt  to  fall  into  it  before  we  ar^ 
aware,  and  therefore  we  cannot  be  too 
much  upon  our  guard  againft  it.  Hence  it 
cannot  be  too  often  inculcated  upon  every 
individual  that  his  religion,  properly  fpeak- 
ing,  is  the  refult,  not  of  his  civil  or  even  of 
his  focial  relations,  but,  of  that  grand  rela- 
tion in  which  he  (lands  to  his  almighty  Cre- 
ator, who  fees  his  heart,  who  knows  his 
thoughts,  and  will  judge  of  the  fmcerity  of 
his  intentions.  It  is  a  concern  not  between 
man  and  man,  but  between  God  and  man. 
It  cannot  therefore  confift  in  mere  external 
profelfion ;  but  mufl:  be  founded  in  convic- 
tion, muft  be  approved  by  the  underftand- 
ing,  and  be  felt  by  the  heart ;  muft  regulate 
the  affections,  and  thence  influence  the 
whole  of  the  temper  and  conduct.  Where 
there  is  this  amiable  fincerity  of  mind  even 
error  becomes  harmlefs,  and  the  name  of 
God  is  truly  fanctified  even  by  thofe  who 
are  miftaken  in  fome  of  the  opinions  they 
form  of  him  ;  but  where  this  is  wanting, 
even  truth  is  of  no  avail.  The  religion  of  fuch 
a  man  confifts  in  mere  external  obfervances, 
in  the  profeflion  of  doctrines  he  has  never 
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examined,  and  of  fentiments  which  he  has 
never  cultivated. 

Our  blefled  Saviour  tells  us  that "  the  fer- 
**  vant  who  knew  his  lord's  will  and  pre- 
"  pared  not  himfelf,  neither  did  according 
"  to  his  will,  fliall  be  beaten  with  many 
"  flripes.  For  unto  whomfoever  much  is 
"  given,  of  him  (hall  be  much  required  ; 
"  and  to  whom  men  have  committed  much, 
**  of  him  they  vv^ill  aflc  the  more."  How 
dangerous  then  is  the  cafe  of  thofe  who, 
when  they  have  opportunities  of  knowing 
and  ferving  God,  neglect  thefe  and  live  in  a 
flate  of  practical  atheifm  ;  or  who,  while 
perhaps  from  cuftom  or  decency,  they  fome- 
times  attend  the  public  ordinances  of  reli- 
gion, and  pronounce  the  petition  of  our 
text,  diflionour  the  name  of  the  Deity  by 
their  life  and  conduct,  being  the  voluntary 
fiaves  of  their  corrupt  appetites  and  palfionsj 
and  are  fo  engroffed  by  the  love  of  pleafure 
and  diffipation,  or  of  wealth  and  power,  as 
to  live  almoft  without  God  in  the  world ! 

In  order  to  avoid  this  danger  let  us  ever 
remember  that  the  bed  and  mod  unequivo- 
cal way  in  which  we  can  fanctify  the  name 

of 


C      127      ] 

of  God,  is  by  fanctifying  ourfelves  ;  by  ma» 
nifefting  the  fincerity  of  our  faith  in  the  pu- 
rity of  our  conduct ;  by  ''  letting  our  light 
"  fo  ftiine  before  men  that  they,  feeing  our 
**  good  works,  may  glorify  our  father  who 
"  is  in  heaven."  A  truly  pious  -and  virtuous 
example  is  the  mod  efficacious  means  of 
promoting  the  honour  of  God,  and  of  in- 
ducing thofe  who  behold  it  to  join  in  hal- 
lowing his  holy  name.  Be  meek  and  hum- 
ble, humane  and  beneficent,  juft  and  faith- 
ful, moderate  and  temperate,  and  they  who 
behold  thefe  virtues  will  be  led  to  admire 
and  acknowledge  the  holy  religion  which 
infpires  them,  and  to  venerate  the  almighty 
fource  of  light  and  truth  from  whom  it 
flows.  Thus  will  the  name  of  God  be  hal- 
lowed by  us  on  earth  ;  and  thus,  when  his 
kingdom  (hall  be  fully  come,  we  fhall  be 
fitted  to  become  fubjects  of  it,  and  to  join 
the  bleffed  inhabitants  of  heaven  in  perform- 
ing his  holy  will,  and  (hall  enjoy  life  and 
happinefs  eternal. 


SER. 
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SERMON     VIII. 


■  To  the  unknown  God,    Acts  xvii.  23.   , 

A   THENS,  the  fcene  of  the  tranfaction 
-^  -*-    here  recorded,  was  at  that  time  the 
mod  celebrated  feat  of  learning,  and  refort- 
ed  to  for  the  purpofes  of  education,    not 
only  by  the  inhabitants  of  Greece,  but  by 
mod  nations  of  the  then  known  world,  that 
had  any  tafle  for  the  liberal   arts  and  fci- 
ences  :  yet  amidfl  all  thefe  boaRed  acquire- 
ments we  find  the  Athenians  ignorant  of  the 
Deity,  and  immerfed  in  all  the  darknefs  of 
the  groffefl  fuperflition.    So  much  were  they 
addicted  to  idolatry,  that  the  moll  approved 
writers  of  antiquity  inform  us   that  Athens 
was  called  by  way  of  eminence  "  the  Altar 
"  of  Greece;"  that  it  had  more  facred  feflivals 
than  any  other  city,    and  abounded  with 
images  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  gave  occafion  to 
one  of  their  fatiritls  to  fay,  that  at  Athens 
it  was  eafier  to  find  a  God  than  a  man. 
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It  is  faid  that  St.  Paul  was  brought  to  Are- 
opagus or  the  Hill  of  Mars,  fo  called  from 
its  being  dedicated  to  Mars,  v/hom  they  feign- 
ed to  be  the  god  of  battle.  This  was  the  feat 
of  their  fenate  and  fupreme  court  of  judica- 
ture ;  but  it  is  evident,  from  the  circumftan- 
ces  of  this  event,  that  St.  Paul  was  conducted 
thither,  not  as  a  criminal  upon  trial,  but 
only  as  to  a  place  more  commodioufly  fitu- 
ated  for  the  gratification  of  the  public  curi- 
ofity,  that  the  Athenians,  who  were  lovers 
of  novelty,  might  hear  the  whole  of  his 
doctrine. 

In  order  more  clearly  to  underftand  this 
fubject,  it  may  be  proper  to  obferve  that  the 
infcription  on  the  altar,  which  the  apoftle 
here  mentions,  was  placed  there  on  account 
of  a  violent  peflilence  that  had  raged  among 
them,  about  fix  hundred  years  before  the  time 
of  Our  Lord.  We  are  informed  by  one  of  the 
ancient  Greek  hifiorians  *,  that  when  this 
dreadful  malady  raged  at  Athens,  the  few- 
inhabitants  who  furvived  it,  driven  almoft 
to  defpair  on  account  of  the  terrible  defola- 
lion,    ignorant  what  god   had  inflicted  this 

*  Diog.  Laert.  Bioi  ETny-ttmi. 

fcourge. 


c  131  : 

fcourge,  and  not  knowing  in  what  manner 
to  appeafe  his  difpleafure,  repaired  to  one 
Epimenides,  who,  for  his  exemplary  virtue, 
was  ftyled  Theophileftatos,  or  the  beloved 
of  God.  With  him  they  confulted  what 
meafures  they  fhould  take  to  appeafe  the 
wrath  of  the  offended  Deity.  He  ordered 
them  to  take  fome  black  and  white  (heep 
into  the  Areopagus,  to  let  them  run  which 
ever  way  they  would,  to  obferve  whither 
they  went,  and  then  to  facrifice  them  to  that 
deity  near  whofe  temple  or  altar  they  fhould 
happen  to  lie  down ;  but  as  the  flieep  lay 
down  in  a  place  remote  from  any  of  thefe 
temples  and  altars,  the  Athenians  erected 
an  altar  infcribed  as  in  the  text,  "  to  the 
*^  unknown  God !"  meaning  hereby  that 
God,  whoever  he  might  be,  who  had  afflict- 
ed them  with  this  peftilence.  In  memory 
of  this  event  feveral  altars  were  afterwards 
erected  in  public  places,  and  to  one  of  thefe 
the  apoftle  here  alludes. 

To  fuch  a  degree  had  the  Athenians  cor- 
rupted and  darkened  the  light  of  nature,  as 
to  have  little  or  no  notion  of  the  one  true 
God,  as  a  being  poffeffed  of  all  poffible  per- 
K  2  fection 
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fection  both  natural  and  moral.     Their  wild 
and    depraved    imaginations    had    peopled 
heaven  with  a  number  of  deities,  whom  they 
reprefented  as  beings  like  themfelves,  and 
fometimes  as   viler  than  the  vileft  of  men, 
countenancing  by  their  example  every  kind 
of  vice.     They  looked  upon  them  as  finite, 
as  careiefs  of  the  affairs  of  the  world,  and  as 
limited  in  their  actions  by  fate  or  necefTity. 
Unmindful  by  v/hom  they  were  created,  or 
by  whom  preferved,  they  feem  to  have  had 
no  apprehenfion  of  a  Being  underived,  om- 
nipotent, omniprefent  and  eternal,  endued 
with  unerring  wifdom,  inviolable  juflice,  un- 
fpotted    holinefs    and    unbounded    mercy. 
Some  of  their  befl  philofophers  had  indeed 
more  juft  and  exalted  notions  of  the  being 
and  perfections  of  the  Deity  ;  but  thefe  they 
concealed  from  the  populace,  whom  they 
encouraged  in  the  national  idolatry. 

To  inllruct  them  in  thefe  important  truths 
was  the  deii^m  with  which  St.  Paul  delivered 
the  oration  contained  in  this  chapter,  a  com- 
pofition  truly  excellent,  whether  we  confi- 
der  the  fublimitvof  its  lanp-uasfe,  or  the  force 
and  propriety  of  its  arguments. 

I  becj 
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I  beg  leave  to  obferve  that  the  expreffion 
in  the  22d  verfe,  "Ye  men  of  Athens,  I 
"  perceive  that  in  all  things  ye  are  too  fuper- 
"  Ilitious,"  i  is  a  very  wrong  and  abfurd  tranf- 
lation,  from  which  this  falfe  conclufion 
might  be  deduced,  that  fome  degree  of  fu- 
perftition  was  allowable  in  religion.  It 
(liould  be  rendered,  "  Ye  men  of  Athens,  I 
"  perceive  ye  are  much  addicied  to  the  wor- 
"  fhip  of  invifible  powers."  This  reading 
not  only  beft  exprefles  the  fenfe  of  the  ori- 
ginal, but  alfo  agrees  more  with  that  deco- 
rum which  St.  Paul  would  be  careful  to 
maintain  before  To  poliOied  an  ad'embly. 

He  begins  with  alfuring  them  that,  though 
much    addicted   to  what  they   deemed   reli- 
gion, they  were  ignorant  of  one  of  the  mofl 
elfential  and  fundamental  parts   of  it,    the 
being  and  perfections  of  the  true   and   ever 
bleffed  God ;  as  a  proof  of  this,    he   takes 
notice  of  the    infcription  he  had  found  on 
one  of  their  ancient  altars.     He  then,  with 
great  addrefs,    informs    them   that  as   they 
were  fo  defirous  of  paying   devotional    ho- 
nours to  unknown  deities,  he  would  endea- 
vour to  render  this  inclination  conducive  to 
K  3  their 
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their  greatefl  advantage,  by  inflrucHngtbem 
in  the  nature  and  perfections  of  one,  whom 
it  intimately  concerned  them  to  know,  and 
who  by  his  providence  was  the  author  of 
that  peflilence  that  had  formerly  ravaged 
their  city.  He  teh's  them  that  the  God  who 
made,  and  governed  the  world  with  uncon- 
troulable  power,  dwelt  not  in  temples  made 
with  hands ;  neither  is  the  Lord  of  heaven 
and  earth  worfhipped  with  men's  hands  ; 
facrifices  contributed  not  to  his  fupport,  as 
they  imagined  they  did  to  that  of  their  dei- 
ties :  This  glorious  and  all-perfect  God 
could  not  poffibly  want  any  thing  at  the 
hands  of  his  creatures,  as  it  is  he  who  giv- 
eth  to  all  life,  and  breath,  and  all  things ; 
he,  who  made  all  mankind,  caufing  to  def- 
cend  from  one  common  parent  all  the  vari- 
ous nations  of  the  earth,  like  the  feveral  kin- 
dred branches  of  one  great  family  ;  who,  in 
his  eternal  wifdom,  has  afTigned  to  each  peo- 
ple their  proper  habitation,  and  determined 
the  limits  of  their  increafe  and  profperity. 
He  aflures  them  that  this  bountiful  and  mer- 
ciful Being,  in  all  the  difpenfations  of  his 
providence,  intended  to  deliver  them  from 
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that  grofs  darknefs  in  which  their  degenera- 
cy and  prejudices  had  involved  them;  and 
to  excite  them  to  feek  after  Him,  who,  thougli 
fo  httle  known,  was  not  far  from  every  one 
of  them  ;  thefe  truths  he  confirmed  to  them, 
by  a  quotation  from   Aratus,    one  of  their 
poets,  who  afferts  that  we  aro  the  oEspring 
of  God.     Having  laid  down  thefe  important 
premifes,  he  proceeds,  in  the  29th  verfe,  to 
draw  proper  conclufions  from  them.     '*  We 
'  being  the  offspring  of  God,    and  bearing 
*  but  a  faint  refemblance  of  thofe  confum- 
^  mate  and  original  glories  that  (hine  forth 
'  in  him,  ought  not  to  fuppofe  him  like  any 
'  thing  inferior  to  ourfelves,  or  to  imagine 
^  that  he  can  be  reprefented  by  any  thing  fo 
'mean  as  gold,   filver  or  ftones,  (of  which 
'  moll  of  their  idols  were  made)    how  curi- 
'  oufly  fo  ever  it  might  be  embellifhed  by 
'  the  (kill  of  the  flatuary."     He  adds  that 
mankind  had  been  long  deluded  with  fuch 
grofs  conceptions,  but  were  now  called  to 
correct  thefe  irre^-ular  and  hurtful  notions, 
and  to  entertain  more  rational  and  exalted 
views  of  religion  ;  for  though  God  had  long 
overlooked  the  times  of  this  ignorance,  had 
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forborn  to  punifh  thofe,  who  fell  into  thefe 
corruptionvS  of"  worfliip,  yet  he  now  publicly 
and  folcmnly  interpofed  by  the  miniftry  of 
the  Gofpel,  calling  all  thofe  to  repentance, 
who  (hould  hear  its  found.  He  then  repre- 
fented  God  as  more  importunate  with  men 
on  this  head,  becaufe  it  was  what  would  ad- 
mit of  no  delay  on  their  part ;  as  he  had  ap- 
pointed a  day  of  judgment  and  retribution 
for  the  whole  world,  in  v/hich  he  would,  ac- 
cording to  their  refpective  characters,  judge 
and  determine  the  ftate  of  all  men,  by  Jefus 
Chrift  that  illuftrious  perfon,  whom  he  had 
ordained  for  this  purpofe,  of  which  he  had 
given  fufficientaffurance  to  mankind  in  raif- 
in'J"  him  from  the  dead  according  to  his  own 
public  prediction  ;  by  which  he  had  demon- 
ftrated  himfelf  able  to  raife  all  men  from 
their  graves,  in  order  to  their  appearance 
before  him  in  judgment. — Thus  far  the  apof- 
tle  purfued  his  arguments  upon  the  founda- 
tion of  natural  religion  ;  but  when  he  came 
to  mention  the  refurrection,  we  are  told,  he 
was  interrupted  by  the  rude  attack  of  the  phi- 
lofophers  ;  otherwife  it  is  probable  he  would 
have  proceeded  to  lay  before  them  the  love 

of 


[     ^37    ] 

of  GodandClirifl:,  the  nature  and  terms  of 
thegofpel,  and  all  the  fublime  truths  and 
exalted  hopes  of  chriitianity. 

Having  thus  finilhed  the  introductory  and 
explanatory  parts  of  this  difcourfe,  I  mean  to 
confider  fome  particular  refpects,  in  which 
the  Supreme  Being  may  be  ftyled  the  un- 
known God.  But  as  this  would  lead  me  in- 
to a  wider  field  than  the  limits  of  the  prefent 
difcourfe,  1  fhall  defer  it  till  another  oppor- 
tunity, and  conclude  at  prefent  with  this  one 
obfervation  which  feems  naturally  to  arife 
from  the  fubject;— That  whatever  fufficien- 
cy  may  be  afcribed  to  reafon,  the  cafe  now 
under  confideration,  is  a  proof  that  its  light 
precludes  not  the  neceffity  of  revelation.  I 
readily  grant  to  reafon  all  the  excellence  (lie 
can  really  claim.  I  allow  her  a  fphere  even 
as  an  inihuctor  in  religious  truth.  I  allow 
her  to  be  the  judge  even  of  the  truth  of  re- 
velation, becaufe  fhe  mull  determine  con- 
cerning the  evidence  upon  which  revelation 
is  received ;  but  granting  all  her  capacity 
and  powers,  as  a  judge  Ihe  has  feldom  right- 
ly decided,  except  when  revelation  has  fur- 
nidied  her  with  materials  to  direct  her  deter- 
mination ; 
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mination ;  and  it  may  be  aflerted  that  flie  is 
of  herfelf  infufficient  to  guide  mankind  in 
general  into  religious  truth.     Of  this  infuf- 
ficiency  mankind  feem  to   have  expreffed 
themfelves  confcious  by  applying  to  other 
directors ;    hence  the  prevalence  of  fuper- 
ftition  and  idolatry  among  all  thofe  nations 
on  whom  the  light  of  revelation  hath  not 
fhone.     Inftances  of  this  are   afforded  not 
only  by  tlie  rude  uncultivated  tribes  of  fa- 
vages  and  barbarians,  but  even  by  the  po- 
lifhed  and   refined  nations  of  Greece  and 
Rome.     In  the  elegant  and  polite  city  of 
Athens,  when  learning  and  philofophy  foar- 
ed  to  the  greateft  height,  the  bulk  of  the 
jieople  were  fuperftitious  in  their  notions, 
and  idolatrous  in  their  practices.    Even  their 
philofophers,    who   entertained    more   juft 
ideas  of  God,  fell  into  the  popular  extrava- 
gances,   and    in  their   writings  we  find  a 
ftrange  mixture  of  fublime  truths  with  puerile 
abfurdities.  In  one  of  the  dialogues  of  Plato, 
which  is  fuppofed  to  contain  the  lafl  conver- 
fation  of  Socrates  with  his  friends,  this  phi- 
iofopher,  after  exprefTmg  the  moft  fublime 
and  rational  ideas  concerning  the  exiflence 
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of  a  God,  and  the  immortality  of  the  foul, 
clofes  the  folemn  conference  by  the  ridicu- 
lous order  of  a  facrifice  to  be  paid  to  one  of 
their  fabulous  deities.  The  truth  is,  that 
whatever  religious  difcoveries  men  of  fupe- 
rior  talents  may  make  by  the  exertion  of 
reafon,  thefe  can  have  little  influence  on  the 
majority,  who,  as  they  poflefs  neither  abi- 
lity, leifure,  nor  inclination  for  fuch  abftrufe 
inquiries,  ftand  in  need  of  fome  more  eafy 
and  immediate  inftructor. 

How  thankful  then  ought  we  to  be,  that 
"  the  day-fpring  from  on  high  has  vifited 
"  us ;"  and  that  while  many  parts  of  the 
world,  like  Egypt  of  old,  when  afflicted  by 
Mofes,  are  involved  in  grofs  darknefs,  ours 
is  like  the  land  of  Goflien,  where  all  was 
light.  One  would  imagine  that  the  exif- 
tence  of  the  Deity  was  one  of  the  mofl  plain 
and  evident  truths  of  natural  religion  ;  and 
yet  we  fee  into  what  grofs  abfurditics  the 
wifeft  nation  of  antiquity  deviated  when  un- 
aflifted  by  revelation.  But  bleffed  be  the 
divine  goodnefs,  the  Gofpel  makes  fo  great 
a  difference  between  us  and  them  in  the 
knowledge  of  religion,   that  even  a  child 
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among  us,  if  well  inflructed,  has  more  juft 
and  exalted  notions  of  God,  than  thofe  en- 
tertained by  fome  of  the  moft  celebrated  Pa- 
gan philofophers.  Genuine  Chriftianity  tends 
to  exalt  our  notions,  to  enlarge  our  views 
of  God  and  divine  things,  and  to  place  life 
and  immortality  before  us  in  the  fairefl:  and 
moft  attractive  point  of  light ;  it  holds  forth 
the.  moft  glorious  prize,  and  furnifiies  us 
with  moft  proper  means  for  its  attainment, 
and  thus  claims  our  higheft  gratitude  as  a 
blefFmg,  in  which  every  thing  relative  to  the 
dignity  and  happinefs  of  our  fouls,  every 
thing  that  is  great  and  good,  is  moft  admi- 
rably comprized. 
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SERMON     IX. 

To  the  unknoion  God.     Acts  xvii.  23. 

HAVING  in  a  former  difcourfe  explain- 
ed the  connection  of  thefe  words  with 
the  context,  and  the  circumftances  to  which 
they  refer,  I  fliall  now,  in  a  more  general 
manner,  confider  in  what  refpects  the  Deity 
may  be  ftyled  an  unknown  God. 

He  is  in  fome  meafure  unknown  to  all  his 
creatures.     None  can  by  fearching  find  out 
the  Almighty  to   perfection.      To  fuppofe 
that  finite   can  comprehend  infinite,  would 
be  as  abfurd  as  to  think  that  a  part  can  con- 
tain the  whole.     Whenever  we  direct  our 
thoughts   to  him,    and  meditate  upon  the 
incommunicable  glories  of  his  nature,  we 
find  fomething  that  far  furpalfes  the  utmoft 
grafp  of  our  conceptions,  and  overwhelms 
the  largefl:  capacities  of  the   mind.     Like 
mariners  without  a  compafs  in  the  midfl:  of 
the  ocean,  we  are  loft  in  the  immenfity  of 
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the  fcene,  and  are  deftitute  of  every  thing 
whereby  to  direct  our  courfe.  But  though 
neither  we,  nor  even  the  higheft  angels,  can 
ever  fully  comprehend  the  glory  and  excel- 
lence of  the  Moft  High,  yet  it  is  our  duty  to 
meditate  upon  his  perfections,  efpecially 
thofe  of  a  moral  and  communicable  nature, 
and  humbly  to  adore  and  imitate  what  we 
know.  Enough  is  perceived  to  excite  our 
•wonder,  reverence  and  love  ;  enough  to  en- 
gage our  obedience  and  our  imitation  of  a 
Being  thus  infinitely  excellent.  Nature 
proclaims,  reafon  infers,  and  revelation  af- 
ferts,  that  in  him  are  concentered  confum- 
mate  holinefs,  unbiafTed  juftice,  inviolable 
truth,  unerring  wifdom*  and  unbounded 
goodnefs ;  but  how  thefe  are  blended  in  his 
tranfactions  with  his  creatures  is  in  fome 
meafure  to  us  a  fecret.  It  is  abundantly  fuf- 
licient  that  we  are  fenfible  by  daily  experi- 
ence that  thefe  adorable  attributes  are  ex- 
erted in  our  behalf;  and  with  refpect  to 
particular  properties  of  the  divine  nature,  it 
is  a  point  of  humility  and  religion  to  adore 
and  reverence  him  as  the  unknown  God. 
The  powers  of  language  fail  in  attempting 
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to  give  us  even  a  feeble  idea  of  his  excel- 
lence. By  what  ftrong  and  fublime  imagery 
doth  Scripture  labour  to  afford  us  a  faint 
^limpfe  of  his  infinite  power  and  greatnefs. 
By  the  prophet  Ifaiah  God  is  reprefented 
as  "  meafuring  the  waters  in  the  hollow  of 
"  his  hand,  as  meeting  out  the  heavens  with 
"  a  fpan,  as  weighing  the  mountains  in  fcales 
"  and  the  hills  in  a  balance,  as  fitting  upon 
"  the  circle  of  the  earth,  the  inhabitants  of 
"  which  are  but  as  grafshoppers  before  him." 
' — Such  reprefentations  as  thefe  are  intended 
to  fill  us  with  the  mofl:  fublime  apprehen- 
fions  of  the  ever-bleffed  God ;  and  while 
they  exalt  our  conception  of  him,  ought  to 
reprefs  thofe  extravagant  notions  of  worth, 
dignity  and  importance,  which  we  are  apt  to 
form  of  ourfelves.  What  is  man?  What 
are  even  angels  ?  Nay,  what  are  the  excel- 
lencies of  both,  or  even  of  the  whole  range 
of  created  beings  combined,  v^hen  compared 
with  thofe  of  the  all-perfect  Jehovah,  to 
which  they  bear  infinitely  lefs  proportion 
than  a  drop  of  water  to  the  ocean  ?  Nor  is 
God  unknown  to  us  only  while  on  earth, 
but  will  remain  fo  when  we  are  exalted  to  a 
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flate  of  immortality.     Though  his  perfec- 
tions will  be  the  delightful  fubject  of  our 
inquiries  throughout  eternity ;  yet,  after  all, 
we  fhall  be  acquainted  with  but  a  fmall  por- 
tion when  compared  with  the  whole.    Even 
in  heaven,  it  will  be  but  in  part  that  he  will 
be  known  to  us,  though  this  part  will  be 
fufficient  to  render  us  as  happy  as  our  limited 
nature  will  admit.     After  millionr.  of  ages 
fhall  have  been  fpent  in  gratifying  our  eager 
defire  of  knowing  him  completely,  yet  new 
w^onders  will  remain  to  be  explored.     His 
perfections  are  inexhauftible  as  eternity  is 
endlefs. — Great   infinite  Unknown  ! — Wilt 
thou  (loop  from  the  throne  of  univerfal  em- 
pire to  hold  converfe  with  fniful  dull  and 
afhes?     Wilt  thou  condefcend  to  lay  afide 
the  awful  glories  of  thy  majefty,  and  to  af- 
fume  the  title  of  our  Father — our  Friend— 
our  Saviour  ? — Yes,  it  is  under  thefe  amia- 
ble relations  that  God  manifefls  himfelf  to 
us ;  under  thefe  engaging  characters  he  fur- 
rounds  us  with  the  bounties  of  his   provi- 
dence, in  the  various  blelfings  of  life  ;  and 
has  made  rich  provifion  for  our  improve- 
ment, comfort  and  happinefs  in  the  conRi- 
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tutlon  of  the  Gofpel.  How  then  ought  we 
to  be  affected  by  fuch  unfpeakable  goodnefs? 
To  devote  ourfelves  to  his  fervice,  to  love, 
to  honour,  to  obey  him,  is  the  leaft  we  can 
do  :  yet  this  is  all  that  he  demands. — Let  us 
then  do  it  with  all  our  might ;  let  nothing 
rival  affections  fo  juftly  due ;  let  nothing  in- 
terfere with  duties  fo  effentially  neceffary. 

There  are  many  nations  of  the  earth  to 
whom  God  is  entirely  unknown.  Though 
all  the  works  of  nature  fo  plainly  declare 
him,  yet  a  great  part  of  the  world  knows 
him  not,  but  in  the  midft  of  light  wanders  in 
the  groffeft  darknefs.  It  appears,  upon  the 
mod  accurate  computations,  that  if  the  ha- 
bitable earth  were  divided  into  thirty-two 
parts,  nineteen  of  them  are  Pagan,  eight  em- 
brace the  delufions  of  Mahomet,  and  the  re- 
maining five  are  Chriflian.  Where  Paganifm 
reigns,  the  conceptions  of  God  are  fo  mon- 
ftrous,  that  men  may  juftly  be  faid  to  be  igno- 
rant of  him.  Idols  are  the  objects  of  their 
worfliip,  and  to  the  invifible  power  whom 
they  fuppofe  to  dwell  in  them  they  endeavour 
to  recommend  themfelves  by  vows  of  painful 
abftinence,  by  expenfive  oblations,  andfome- 
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times  by  human  facrifices,  making  the  mod 
execrable  cruelty  a  part  of  their  pretended 
piety.  This  is  particularly  the  cafe  in  fome 
parts  of  the  Eaft  Indies  to  this  day;  wher^' 
many  of  the  votaries  to  their  idols,  who  are 
ambitious  of  an  extraordinary  reputation 
for  fanctity,  pafs  their  lives  in  various  and 
exquihte  mifery,  not  only  fubduing,  but 
even  deftroying  their  natural  appetitefs,  and 
maintaining  a  perpetual  war  againft  the 
moft  innocent  fenfations  of  nature,  in  the 
hope  of  obtaining  the  favour  of  their  ima- 
ginary deities.  The  Mahometans  indeed 
acknowledge  the  exiftence  of  a  God,  and 
have  fome  juft  notions  of  him  ;  but  thefe  are 
blended  with  fo  many  fables,  and  confound- 
ed with  fuch  a  number  of  abfurd  concep- 
tions, borrowed  from  the  Jewifli  cabala,  as 
well  as  fpun  from  the  inventive  brain  of 
their  founder,  that  it  is  difficult  to  feparate 
truth  from  fiction  ;  and  their  knowledge  ex- 
ceeds Pagan  ignorance  no  further  than  the 
dim  twilight  does  profound  darknefs. 

But  is  it  not  a  melancholy  truth,  that  God 
is  unknown  to  many  on  whom  the  Sun  of 
Righteoufnefs  has  arifen,  and  on  whom  the 
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day-light  of  the  Gofpel  fully  fliines.  He 
may  juftly  be  faid  to  be  unknown  to  all 
wicked  men  who  profefs  Chriflianity ;  for 
though  they  acknowledge  his  being  and  per- 
fections, and  would  be  offended  if  called 
Atheifts,  yet  if  they  manifeft  not  their  reve- 
rence and  love,  by  walking  humbly  before 
him,  they  are  in  fact  guilty  of  the  worft  and 
moft  aggravated  kind  of  Atheifm.  What 
avails  their  fpeculative  knowledge  of  the 
ever-bleffed  God,  while  "  in  works  they  de- 
"  ny  him,  being  foolifli,  difobedient,  and 
**  to  every  good  work  reprobate  ?  What 
fignifies  their  having  the  knowledge  of 
Chriftians,  while  in  their  temper  and  prac- 
tice they  are  worfe  than  heathens  ?  In  this 
cafe  their  fuperior  light  only  tends  to  aggra- 
vate their  crimes  and  inflame  their  guilt.  In 
a  Chrillian  land  the  means  of  religious 
knowledge  are  neither  fcanty  nor  difficult  of 
accefs,  and,  amidfl  thefe  advantages,  igno- 
rance of  God  is  inexcufable,  and  dreadful 
in  its  confequences. 

Are  there  not  too  many,  who,  bleft  w4th 
the  greateft  opportunities  of  improving  in 
.the  practical  knowledge  of  God,  yet  fuffer 
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thefe  opportunities  to  efcape  unimproved? 
who  are  but  too  apt  to  permit  the  religious 
imprelTions  made  upon  them  to  be  erafed? 
How    many   are  there   who,    though  they 
have  deliberately  and  folemnly  determined 
to  have  none  but  him  in  heaven,  and  none 
upon  earth  that  they  defire   in  comparifon 
with  him ;    yet,  too  eafily  yielding  to  the 
temptations  that  furround  them,  forget  their 
folemn  choice,  or  at  leafc  lofe  that  deep  fenfe 
of    its    importance   and  excellence   which 
ought  to  be  cheriflied  and  maintained  with 
the  utmoft  care  and  attention.     The  bell  of 
Chriftians  arrive  not  at  that  pitch  of  excel- 
lence which  they  might  attain  in  the  ufe  and 
improvement  of  the  means  God  has  given 
them.     Their  faith,  their  love,  their  hope 
often  languifhes ;  the  crowd  of  temporal  ob- 
jects flitting   before   them  diminifhes  their 
fenfe  of  piety  and   virtue,    contracts  their 
views,    and  abates  their  diligence.       Take 
heed,  therefore,  Chriftians,  that  while  you 
think  you  (land  fecurely  you  fall  not, through 
neglect  and  prefumption  !     Remember  the 
advice  of  your  Lord  to  be  conllantly  watch- 
ful ;  advice  which  he  was  too  wife  and  kind 
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to  have  o-iven,  if  he  had  not  known  it  to  be 
abfolutely  neceflary.  Take  heed  of  indulg- 
ing to  any  known  fin,  for  you  are  not  aware 
how  far  it  may  lead  you  beyond  what  you 
intend.  If  you  have  failed,  flop  (hort,  and, 
in  dependence  on  divine  mercy,  endeavour 
to  return  as  foon  as  polTible  to  the  path  you 
have  left ;  for  be  alfured  that  the  further 
you  wander  from  it  the  lefs  likely  you  will 
be  to  return,  and  the  danger  of  your  never 
returning  will  increafe  every  day.  One  act 
of  vice  naturally  leads  to  another ;  the  lon- 
ger it  is  indulged  the  deeper  it  takes  root, 
till  it  grows  into  a  confirmed  habit  and  can- 
not be  eradicated  without  infinite  pains  ;  fin 
rapidly  increafes  in  its  progrefs,  and  that 
moral  cloud  which  at  firfi:  was  no  bigger 
than  a  man's  hand,  foon  extends  itfelf  over 
the  atmofphere,  and  fpreads  the  defi:ructive 
tern  pell  far  and  wide.  Wickednefs  grows 
flronger  as  thofe  who  indulge  it  advance  in 
years,  as  a  river  grows  broader  and  deeper 
the  nearer  it  approaches  the  fea :  when  but 
a  fmall  rivulet  near  the  fountain  head,  its 
courfe  might  eafily  have  been  fi:opped  and 
altered ;  but,  when  it  has  thus  flowed  on, 
L  3  increafed 
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increafed  by  nuniberlefs  flreams,  it  baffles  all 
oppofition,  and  unreftrained  rolls  on  its 
mighty  waters  to  the  deep.  Let  thefe  conli- 
derations  excite  you  to  be  ever  watchRd  and 
diligent,  to  guard  againft  the  lead  approach 
to  fin,  the  lead  indifference  to  religion. 
Labour  to  obtain  a  more  practical  know- 
ledge of  God,  and  to  acquire  that  deep  and 
conftant  fenfe  of  your  obligations  to  perform 
his  will,  which  muff  be  the  Chriflian's  belt 
foundation  for  virtue  here,  and  for  happi- 
nefs  hereafter. 

While  we  endeavour  to  increafe  the  know- 
ledge of  God  in  ourfelves,  let  us  alfo  labour 
to  cultivate  it  in  others.  And  here  fuffer  me 
particularly  to  addrefs  myfelf  to  thofe  who 
are  parents,  and  exhort  you  to  neglect  no 
opportunity  of  infufmg  religious  knowledge 
into  the  minds  of  your  children.  Much 
more  of  the  happinefs  of  life  depends  upon 
the  management  of  its  early  years  than  peo- 
ple generally  imagine,  for  as  the  feal,  whe- 
ther good  or  bad,  makes  a  ftrong  impreifion 
upon  the  warm  and  pliant  wax,  fo  inftruc- 
tions  and  examples,  of  whatever  kind,  are 
moil  eafily  infinuated  and  fixed  in  the  be- 
ginning 
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ginning  of  life.     Though    we  cannot  fay 
that  it  will   be  infallibly  attended  with  fuc- 
cefs,  becaufe  we  have  too  many  inftances  of 
thofe  becoming  reprobate  who  have  enjoyed 
the  clearell  inftructions  and  the  beft  exam- 
ples, yet  it  is  certainly  the  moll  likely  me- 
thod to  form  the  mind  to  a  love  of  piety  and 
virtue.     Succefs  may  reafonably  be  hoped 
if  we  do  our  duty,  w^hereas  in  the  neglect  of 
it  we  can  expect  nothing  but  the  ruin  of  our 
children  and  dependents.    If  we  could  com- 
pare the   number  of  thofe  who  have  fallen 
into  vicious  courfes  after  a  religious  educa- 
tion, with  that  of  thofe  who  for  want  of  it 
have  been  undone,  the  former  would  bear 
a  fmall  proportion  to  the  latter.    May  it  not 
be  hoped  that  good  principles,  early  impref- 
fed  upon  the  heart,  even  though  fuffered  for 
a  time  to  ruft  in  neglect,  or  to  be  partly 
obliterated   by  ill   conduct,    may  in    fome 
cooler  moment  refume  their  force,  and  pro- 
mote a  return  to  virtue.     A  religious  edu- 
cation is  profitable  to  thofe  who  are  thus  in- 
flructed,  even  in  a  temporal  view,  as  it  is 
likely  to  form  them  to  a  regular  deport- 
L  4  ment; 
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nient ;  much  more  is  it  advantageouSj  when 
fuccefsful,  to  their  infinitely  higher  intereft. 
It  is  alfo  highly  pleahng  to  God,  who  has 
left  this  honourable  teftimony  concerning 
Abraham,  "  I  know  him  that  he  w411  com- 
"  mand  his  children,  and  his  houfehold  after 
*'  him,  and  they  fhall  keep  the  way  of  the 
*'  Lord  to  do  juftice  and  judgment.'"' 

Let  thofe  then,  who  while  they  live  amidll 
the  light  of  the  Gofpel  improve  not  in  the 
practical  knowledge  of  Go"d  and  religion, 
ferioufly  reflect  on  their  fatal  condition. 
Even  under  the  imperfect  Jewifh  difpenfa- 
tion  God  declared  that  he  defired  mercy 
and  not  facrifice,  and  the  knowledge  of  him- 
felf  more  than  burnt-offering.  We  may  be 
affured  that  the  mercy  of  God  will  make 
fuitable  allowances  for  thofe  who  never  had 
opportunities  of  being  acquainted  with  him, 
and  who  labour  under  inevitable  ignorance; 
but  it  will  be  more  tolerable  for  the  mofl:  blind 
of  the  heathen  world  in  the  day  of  judg- 
ment, than  for  thofe  who  remain  ignorant 
of  him  under  the  advantages  of  the  Gofpel 
difpenfation.     It  is  from  his  holy  word  that 

we 
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we  are  to  learn  this  divine  fcience,  and  while 
we  attend  to  it,  we  fliould  pray  that  he 
would  enlighten  our  minds,  that  we  may  be 
"better  acquainted  with  him,  and  with  Jefus 
Chrift  whom  he  hath  fent,  whom  thus  to 
know  is  no  lefs  than  life  eternal. 


SER^ 
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SERMON     X. 


ThouJJialt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy 
heart,  and  with  all  thy  foul,  and  with  all 
thy  mind. — This  is  the  fir Jl  and  great  com- 
mandment.    St.  Matthew  xxii.  37,38, 

THERE  cannot  be  a  more  evident  proof 
of  the  confummate  excellence  of  the  re- 
ligion of  Jefus,  than  the  anfwer  which  he 
here  gives  to  a  fcribe,  who  had  alked  him 
what  was  the  great  commandment  of  the 
Law.  Nothing  can  place  the  Gofpel  in  a 
more  amiable  point  of  view,  or  infpire  us 
with  a  greater  efteem  for  it,  than  this  decla- 
ration of  its  founder,  that  its  firft  and  great 
command  is  love  ;  nor  can  any  thing  be  bet- 
ter adapted  to  operate  on  our  hearts,  and 
excite  our  affections,  than  the  confideration 
that  God,  the  greatell  and  the  bed  of  be- 
ings, God  whom  we  fo  often  offend,  and 
whofe  power  we  have  fo  much  reafon  to 
fear,  condefcends  to  require  that  we  fhould 

love 
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love  him  ;  requires  it  for  our  own  fakes,    to 
promote    our  virtue  and  happinefs.     For  if 
we  obey  this  grand  injunction,  if  we  fix  our 
affections  upon  an  object  thus  excellent,  the 
practice  of  every  duty  of  the  chriRian  Hfe 
will  become  eafy   and  delightful,   and   we 
fhall  feel  that  the  divine  commandments  are 
not  grievous.     Nothing  therefore  can  be  of 
greater  importance  to  us  than   to  cultivate 
love  to  God  :    and  for  this  purpofe  it  is  ne- 
celfary   that  we   each  of  us   examine   our 
hearts  to  difcern  how  far  we  have  obeyed 
the  precept,  and  how  far  we  are  deficient  in 
it.     How  ought  we  to  be  grieved,  if,  upon 
fuch  an  examination,    we    fliould  find   that 
we  are  (Irangers  to  the  rational  and  religi- 
ous fentiments  required  in  this  precept,  or 
that  we  have  not  cultivated  them  fo    much 
as  our  duty  and  happinefs  demand  !     If  we 
neglect  this,  of  how  many  delightful  hours, 
of  how  much  ferene  enjoyment  do    we  de- 
prive ourfelvcs  !     If  we  love  not  God  as  we 
ought,  we  can  neither  expect  flrength  to  re- 
fift  temptation,  nor  confolation  and  hope  to 
fupport  us  in  the  feafons   of  affliction    and 
death.     It  is  therefore  of  the  utmofl  impor- 
tance 
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tance  that  we  examine  whether  the  love  of 
God  be  in  us  :  and  for  this  purpofe,  I  fhall 
endeavour  to  lay  before  you  the  nature  of 
the  duty,  and  our  obligations  to  cultivate 
the  fentiments  it  requires. 

To  love  God  is  to  confider  him  as  our  fu- 
preme  good,  as  the  fource  of  all  our  happi- 
nefs,  to  find  more  fatisfaction  in  him  than 
in  any  other  object;  to  value  and  dehre  his 
favour  and  friendfhip  beyond  the  greateft 
temporal  advantages,  and  to  be  diligent  and 
fervent  in  endeavouring  to  fecure  his  ap- 
probation. 

The  love  which  we  owe  to  God  is  the 
fame  in  kind,  though  in  degree  it  fhould  be 
fuperior  to  that  which  we  bear  to  our  rela- 
tions and  friends.  In  both  cafes,  our  affec- 
tion, in  order  to  be  fmcere  and  lafling,  muff: 
be  founded  on  efteem,  on  lively  impreflions 
of  the  refpectable  and  amiable  attributes  we 
difcover  in  the  object  of  our  complacency. 
In  both  cafes,  our  affection  will  fhew  itfelf 
by  producing  fimilar  effects,  exciting  fimi- 
lar  fentiments,  and  caufing  fimilar  actions 
and  habits.  It  is  however  necelfary  to  ob- 
ferve  that  love  to  God  is  not  a  paflion,  ve- 
hement 


[    158    ] 

hement  and  tranfitory,  but  a  rational  fenti- 
ment  and  afFectionj  a  permanent  and  habi- 
tual principle  of  conduct.  We  mull  there- 
fore be  careful  that  we  fall  not  into  the  er- 
ror of  many  well-meaning,  though  weak, 
perfons  who  have  difgraced  religion  in  ge- 
neral, and  this  duty  in  particular,  by  ex- 
preffions  which,  to  fay  the  lead  of  them, 
are  abfurd  and  enthufiaftic,  and  betray  an 
extravagant  imagination  with  very  little 
judgment. 

Thefe  things  being  premifed,  it  will  be 
eafy  to  difcern  v/hether  we  really  love  God 
by  pointing  out  the  temper  and  conduct, 
which  an  obfervance  of  the  precept  natural- 
ly tends  to  produce. 

Frequently  to  think  on  God  is  one  fign  by 
whiclt  the  pious  chriftian  difcerns  that  he 
loves  him.  How  often,  and  with  what  plea- 
fure,  do  w^e  think  on  thofe  friends  whom 
we  tenderly  love  !  Their  idea  is  deeply  im- 
preffed  in  our  minds,  and  on  every  occafion 
rifes  to  our  recollection.  Tlie  moll  trivial 
circumllance  of  refemblance,  the  mofl  acci- 
dental coincidence  is  fufficient  to  remind  us 
of  all  their  amiable  qualities.     Thefe  ideas 
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often  come  unbidden  and  ofFer  themfelves 
amidft  our  moft  ferious  employments  :  but 
when  ever  they  occur  they  are  received  with 
pleafure,  and  we  delight  to  dwell  upon  and 
indulge  them.  Thus  the  pious  chriftian 
frequently  thinks  with  the  utmofl  fatisfac- 
tion  on  the  Supreme  Being.  Thefe  thoughts 
become  fo  habitual  that  they  are  ever  at 
hand,  arife  in  his  mind  on  every  occafiOHj 
and  occur  amidft  all  his  employments  and 
fatisfactions,  amidft  all  his  joys  and  all  his 
fufferings.  They  are  fo  delightful  to  him 
that  he  confiders  them  as  the  life  of  his  foul, 
carefully  cheriflies  them,  and  fixes  his  medita- 
tions upon  them  as  long  as  the  duties  of  ac- 
tive life  will  permit.  Wherever  he  turns 
his  view,  he  finds  fplendid  traces  of  the  wif- 
dom,  power  and  goodnefs  of  his  Creator. 
Every  fcene  of  this  material  world  leads  him 
to  contemplate  the  glory  of  its  firft  great 
Caufe.  To  him  all  nature  feems  to  cele- 
brate its  mighty  contriver,  and  to  declare 
that  "  great  is  the  Lord  and  greatly  to  be 
**  praifed,  that  he  is  good  unto  all,  and  that 
*'  his  tender  mercies  are  over  all  his  works." 
In  every  event  that  takes  place,  he  difcerns 

the 
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the  directing  hand  of  the  great  Governor  of 
the  univerfe,  and  adores  that  all-Avife  Pro- 
vidence, without  which  nothing  can  come 
to  pafs.  Whatever  may  be  his  circumftan- 
ces,  they  lead  him  to  contemplate  God  as 
the  Being  on  whom  he  abfolutely  depends. 
Are  his  endeavours  crowned  with  fuccefs  ? 
Is  he  blefled  with  peace,  fatisfaction  and 
comfort  ?  His  heart  pours  forth  its  grateful 
effufions  to  God,  as  the  fource  of  all  his 
advantages,  to  whofe  paternal  bleffing  he 
afcribes  all  that  he  enjoys.  Are  his  under- 
takings fruftrated,  and  his  profpects  dark- 
ened wiih  adverfity  ?  Still  he  trufls  in  God, 
and  leaves  the  difpofal  of  all  his  concerns  to 
him,  from  whom  he  humbly  hopes  fupport 
and  confolation.  Thus  he  lives  as  in  the 
prefence  of  the  Almighty  ;  and  every  thing 
that  he  fees  or  hears,  every  thing  that  con- 
cerns either  himfelf  or  others,  adminifters 
occafion  and  encouragement  to  meditate  on 
the  perfections  of  the  Deity,  and  to  raife  his 
foul,  in  filent  contemplation,  to  the  moral 
excellence  that  commands  his  affections. 

Thofc  who  truly  love  God  will  take  plea* 
fure  in  the  exercifes  of  devotion,  whether 

private 


C   161   ] 

private  or  public.  What  fatisfaction  do  we 
derive  from  converfation  with  friends  who 
are  dear  to  us,  and  how  much  do  we  long 
for  their  prefence  when  we  have  been  any- 
time deprived  of  it!  How  lively  and  affect- 
ing are  our  fenfations  of  pleafure  when  we 
can  lay  open  our  whole  heart  before  them, 
when  we  can  without  referve  expofe  to  their 
view  all  our  moil  fecret  thoughts  and  de- 
figns  !  And  will  not  communion  v/ith  God 
be  equally  grateful  to  thofe  who  love  him  ? 
With  this  exalted  Being,  as  he  cannot  be 
the  object  of  our  fenfes,  we  can  converfe 
no  otherwife  than  by  making  him  the  object 
of  our  meditations,  by  reading  or  hearing 
his  word,  by  praying  to  him  in  private  and 
in  public,  and  offering  the  tribute  of  praife 
and  thankfgiving  which  is  fo  juftly  due  to 
him,  as  fupremely  excellent  and  inexhauf- 
tibly  good.  The  man  who  truly  loves  God 
will  engage  in  thefe  employments  not  mere- 
ly without  reluctance,  but  with  the  utmofl 
eagernefs  and  delight;  and  will  deem  him- 
felf  never  fo  truly  happy  as  when  he  can 
thus  draw  near  to  God,  and  hold  commu- 
nion with  him.     What  ferene  complacency 
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flows  in  upon  his  foul,  when  he  furveys  the 
wife  and  benevolent  works  and  ways  of  the 
Almighty ;  when  he  confiders  the  confola- 
tory  relations  in  which  he  ftands  towards  his 
Creator  and  Father,  his  Benefactor  and  Re- 
deemer ;  when  he  recollects  the  many  proofs 
of  his  loving  kindnefs  and  tender  mercy 
which  he  has  already  received,  and  contem- 
plates thofe  more  glorious  manifeftations  of 
his  bounty  for  which  he  is  encouraged  to 
hope  in  the  future  flages  of  his  exiflence  ; 
when,  with  a  heart  overflowing  with  won- 
der and  gratitude,  he  proftrates  himfelf  be- 
fore his  God,  and  worfhips  him  who  liveth 
for  ever  and  ever.  What  facred  joy  beams 
in  on  his  mind,  when  with  filial  confidence 
he  can  approach  the  throne  of  grace,  pour 
out  his  whole  heart  before  God,  cafl;  all  his 
cares  upon  him,  truft  in  his  mercy,  and  from 
the  all-fufficient  fource  of  good  derive  new 
ftrength  for  the  performance  of  duty,  and 
new  fortitude  to  fupport  him  under  every 
affliction.  Hence  he  cheerfully  embraces 
every  opportunity  of  joining  his  fellow- 
chriftians  in  the  folemnities  of  God's  houfe, 
of  "  entering  into  his  gates  with  thankfgiv- 
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"  Ing,  and  into  his  courts  with  praife."  Re- 
ligious inftruction  he  receives  with  humility 
and  a  fincere  defire  to  improve  by  it,  and 
efteems  the  fludy  of  the  divine  word  as  the 
means  by  which  he  becomes  acquainted  with 
the  will  of  his  Lord  and  mafter,  and  with 
the  defigns  and  purpofes  of  his  merciful 
Father  and  all  beneficent  Friend. 

A  prudent  and  active  zeal  for  the  honour 
of  God,  is  another  mark  by  which  our  love 
to  him  is  manifefled.  We  cannot  with  in- 
difference hear  our  friends  calumniated,  their 
reputation  deftroyed  by  falfe  accufations,  or 
the  luftre  of  their  characters  diminilhed  by 
mifreprefenting  the  nature  of  their  virtues  : 
nor  can  we  without  pleafure  hear  juftice 
done  to  their  character,  efleem  exprefled 
for  their  perfons,  or  their  actions  celebrated 
with  the  praife  they  deferve.  In  either  cafe 
we  are  deeply  interefted  in  whatever  con- 
cerns them  :  if  envy  or  malice  falfely  accufe 
them,  how  readily  do  we  fland  forth  to  de- 
fend or  juftify  their  conduct !  and  how  af- 
fectionately do  we  think  of  thofe  who  fpeak 
of  our  friends  with  approbation  and  refpect! 
And  can  he  who  loves  God  fincerely  avoid 
M  2  fimilar 


iimilar  feelings?  Can  he  fit  by  with  indif- 
ference, and  hear  the  ways  and  works  of  the 
Mod  High  arrogantly  cenfured,  his  name 
blafphemed,  and  his  word  made  the  fubject 
of  contemptuous  ridicule  ?  Muft  he  not  be 
deeply  concerned  when  he  fees  men  purfu- 
ing  their  evil  inclinations,  alienating  them- 
felves  from  God,  and  obflinately  refufing 
the  homage  due  to  him  ?  What  can  afford 
him  more  pleafure  than  to  hear  that  the  fin- 
ner  repents,  that  the  back-flider  is  recover- 
ed, and  that  true  religion  and  virtue  extend 
their  influence  over  the  world  ?  How  dili- 
gent is  he  to  promote  by  every  good  word 
and  work  the  kingdom  of  heaven  upon 
earth  ;  and  how  happy  when,  by  the  divine 
bleifuig,  his  labours  are  not  entirely  unfuc- 
cefsful. 

A  lincere  love  of  God  will  manifefl  itfelf 
by  a  conftant  and  fervent  endeavour  to  ren- 
der ourfelves  acceptable  to  him,  by  a  cheer- 
ful and  univerfal  obedience  to  his  command- 
ments. This  is  the  moft  neceflary  and  efTen- 
tiai  effect  of  this  duty,  and  is  indeed  ihfepa» 
rable  from  hncere  affection.  How  careful 
are  we  that  we  do  not  by  our  conduct  offend 
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a  friend  for  whom  we  have  a  fincere  regard  ! 
Of  what  importance  do  we  think  it  to  obtain 
his  approbation,  to  infpire  him  with  a  good 
opinion,  or  to  ftrengthen  that  which  he  may 
already   have  conceived    of  us ;    and   how 
eafy  do  we  find  it  to  do  that  which  we  know 
will   give  him   fatisfaction,  and  increafe  his 
efteem  for  us !     And  can  we  imagine  that 
we  truly  love  God,  when  we  prefumptuouf- 
ly  neglect  his  commandments,  and  wilfully 
violate  his  injunctions?     Do  we  know  that 
truth  and  moral  order  are  his  fupreme  de- 
light ;    that  rectitude  and  virtue  are  the  ob- 
jects of  his  greateft  complacency ;  and  that 
the  practice  of  thefe  is  the  only  means  of  ob- 
taining his  favour  ?  "  Ye  that  love  the  Lord, 
"  fee  that  ye  hate  the  thing  that  is  evil ;  for 
"  this  .is  the  love  of  God  that  we  keep  his 
"  commandments."     Thofe   who  love  God 
in  fnicerity  will  obey  him  with  cheerfulnefs 
and  pleafure.     As  nothing  is  to  them  more 
defirable  than  to  be  acceptable  in  his  fight, 
and  as  they  know  this  is  impofTible  unlefs 
they  are  conformed  to  his  image,  they  con- 
fider  diligence  in  virtue  and  holinefs  as  of 
the  utmoft  importance.    In  their  moral  con- 
M  3  flict 
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fiict  with   the    various   temptations   which 
might  feduce  them  into  vice,  they  are  influ- 
enced not  by  temporal  views,   not  by  the 
perverfe  principles  and  cuftoms  of  the  world, 
but  by  the  good  and  perfect  will  of  their 
God.     This  is  the  rule  of  their  whole  con- 
duct.    Whatever  is  contrary   to   this  they 
{hun  with  averfion  and  abhorrence  :    what- 
ever  this   recommends   they   purfue,    they 
Jove,  they  practife,  whatever  labour,  diffi- 
culty,  or  felf-denial  it  may  coll  them.     To 
offend  their  heavenly  Father,  and  to  lofe  his 
friendfhip,    is  what  they  fear  much   more 
than  to  incur  the  hatred  and  enmity  of  the 
inightiefl:  among  men  ;    and  think  it  of  infi- 
nitely greater  importance  to  be  acceptable 
to  the  Moll  High,  than  to  obtain  the  efleem 
and  approbation  of  the  whole  world, 

A  fincere  and  active  love  to  our  brethren 
of  mankind  is  another  effect  by  which  love 
to  God  is  manifefled.  We  are  never  more 
happy  than  when  we  can  promote  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  thofe  whom  we  fmcerely  love.  If 
they  need  not  our  aflillance,  or  are  beyond 
the  reach  of  our  good  offices,  we  take  a 
pieafure  in  doing  good  to  thofe  who  belong 
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to  them,  who  are  connected  with  them,  who 
are  efteemed  and  beloved  by  them.     Thofc 
whom  they  recommend  to  our  notice  will 
never  be  difregarded  ;    and    the  lead  hint 
from  them  is  fufficient  to  excite  our  zeal, 
and  make  us   co-operate  in  their  defigns. 
Apply  this  reafoning  to  the  pious  Chriftian, 
and  you  will  difcern  new  lines  of  his  charac- 
ter, new  effects  of  his  love  to  the  fupreme 
Being,     God  is  infinitely  removed  from  all 
want  and  imperfection  :  he  is  immutable  in 
his  nature,  and  dwells  in  compleat  felicity. 
We  can  neither  increafe  his  perfections,  nor 
add  to  his  enjoyments.     But  he  has  rational 
creatures  who  bear  his  image ;  he  has  thofe 
whom  he  deems  his  children,  friends  and 
fervants  upon  earth,  to  whom,  in  various 
ways,  we  may  be  ufeful,  whofe  temporal  and 
eternal  felicity  we  may  promote.     Thefe  he 
recommends  to  our  love,  to  our  protection, 
to  our  affiftance.     To  thefe,  then,  we  ought 
to  render  thofe  benevolent  offices  which  we 
cannot  render  to  the  all-fufficient  Friend  who 
recommends   them.     Nay,   he  has   aflured 
us  that  he  will  regard  the  acts  of  kindnefs 
which  we  perform  to  them,  as  if  we  had 
M  4  per- 
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performed  them  to  himfelf.     And  fhall  thefe 
recommendations  make  no  imprelTion  upon 
our  hearts  ?     Can  we  neglect  them  without 
forfeiting  all  pretence  to  the  love  of  God  ? 
Remember  the  words  of  the  apollle  ;  '*'  If  a 
"  man  fay,  I  love  God,  and  hateth  his  bro- 
"  ther,  he  is  a  liar ;  for  he  that  loveth  not 
"  his  brother  whom  he  hath  feen,  how  can 
"  he  love  God  whom   he  hath  not  feen  ? 
"  And  this  commandment  have   we  from 
"  him.   That  he  v/ho  loveth  God,  love  his 
*'  brother  alfo.     But  whofo  hath^his  world's 
"  good  and  feeth  his  brother  have  need,  and 
"  fhutteth  up  his  heart  from  him,  how  dwel- 
"  Icth  the  love  of  God  in  him  ?" 

The  Chriflian  who  loves  God  with  all  his 
heart,  foul  and  mind,  will  manifeft  the  fm- 
cerity  of  his  affection,  by  longing  after  that 
ftate  of  exiftence,  in  which  he  fhall  be  more 
immediately  connected  with  the  Deity,  and 
enjoy  a  greater  portion  of  his  favour.  What 
can  be  more  natural  than  to  be  concerned 
at  the  abfence  of  the  friends  we  efteem,  and 
to  wifh  for  their  continual  prefence  ?  What 
circumftances  can  be  more  painful  than  to 
be  feparated  from  them,  and  to  be  prevent- 
ed 
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ed  by  the  occupations  and  purfults  of  life, 
from  being  with  them  fo  often  as  we  would 
wifh  ?  Such  alfo  are  the  fentiments  of  the 
pious  Chriftian.  Though  he  is  v/ell  allured 
that  God  is  not  far  from  any  one  of  us ; 
though  the  throneof  mercy  is  ever  accefiible 
to  him  ;  though,  even  in  this  life,  he  holds 
communion  with  God  and  Chrift,  yet  his 
knowledge  is  obfcure,  his  virtue  imperfect, 
and  his  happinefs  interrupted.  The  con- 
nections which  attach  him  t6  the  world 
often  prevent  him  from  drawing  nigh  to 
God,  and  fixing  his  meditations  on  heaven- 
ly things.  When  he  reflects  on  the  divine 
excellence,  and  how  much  his  attachment 
to  the  Deity  is  impeded  by  the  infirmities^ 
both  natural  and  moral,  of  his  prefent  con- 
dition, his  wifhes  and  hopes  rife  above  every 
fublunary  object.  He  longs  to  arrive  at  the 
manfion  of  his  heavenly  Father,  where  his 
Saviour  has  prepared  a  place  for  him,  where 
he  fliall  cultivate  a  moft  compleat  knowledge 
of  the  greateft  and  beft  of  beings,  entertain 
clearer  ideas  of  his  exalted  perfections,  and 
have  brighter  views  of  the  wifdom  and  good- 
nefs  of  his  ways  and  works ;  where  fm  fiiall 
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no  more  alienate  him  from  his  God,    and 
v/here  he  (hall  be  able  to  ferve  his  Maker 
without  interruption  and  without  wearinefs. 
Such  are  the   effects  by  which  a  (in cere 
love  to  God  will  naturally  maniPeft   itlelf; 
and  if  we  do  not  in  fome  degree  experience 
thefe  in  ourfelves,  there  is  much   reafon   to 
fear  we  do  not  cultivate  that  regard   to   the 
greateft  and  beft  of  benefactors   which  we 
fhould  think  due,  and  naturally  be  inclined 
to  pay,  to  thofe   earthly  friends   whom  we 
efteem  and  love.     On  this  account  the  \ery 
beft  of  us  have  much  reafon  to  be  humbled 
for  our  negligence   and   inattention.     And 
are  there  not  many,  who  from  levity  and  in- 
confideration  feldom  beftow  a  thought  up- 
on their  obligations  to  the  God  that  made 
them  what  they  are,  and  gave   them  what- 
ever they  enjoy;  on  whofe  protecting  hand 
they  depend  for  life   and   all  its   bleffrngs, 
and  on  whofe  mercy  they  muft  rely  for  all 
their  hopes  of  happinefs  hereafter  ?     But  let 
fuch,  and  let  us  all,  reflect  that  without  love 
to  God  there  can  be  no  religion,    nor  any 
Heady  and  uniform  principle  of  virtue.     It 
is  only  in  proportion  as  we  cultivate  love  to 
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God,  that  we  can  ferve  him  acceptably  here, 
or  become  qualified  for  happinefs  hereafter. 
— This  indifference  and  want  of  rerard  to 
God,  arifes,  in  general,  not  fo  much  from 
any  malignity  of  difpofition,  as  from  a  for- 
getfulnefs,  which  is  occafioned  by  too  great 
an  attachment  to  the  purfuits  of  the  world. 
Hence  let  us  be  concerned  to  moderate  our 
love  of  the  things  of  time  and  fenfe  ;  and  by 
devout  meditation,  and  all  the  duties  of  re- 
ligious worfliip,  to  cultivate  that  love  of  mo- 
ral excellence,  and  thofe  grateful  affections 
to  God,  as  the  author  and  fource  of  all  good, 
which  confifl,  not  in  the  glowing  ardours 
of  human  fenfibility,  but  in  rational  fenti- 
ments,  founded  in  conviction,  and  produc- 
tive of  virtue.  That  we  may  not  want  en- 
couragement to  this,  let  us  ever  remember 
the  Deity  has  exprefsly  affured  us  "  that  he 
*'  loves  them  that  love  him,  and  that  they 
^•'  who  feek  him  early  (hall  find  him." 
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SERMON     XL 


Thoujhalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy 
heart,  and  with,  all  thy  foul,  and  with  all 
thy  mind. — This  is  the  firjt  and  great  com' 
mandment,     St.  Matthew  xxii.  37,38. 

IN  a  former  difcourfe  on  thefe  words  wc 
endeavoured  to  explain  the  nature  of 
the  duty  which  our  bleffed  Lord  here  en- 
joins, by  pointing  out  fome  effects  which 
love  to  God  will  unavoidably  produce  in  the 
temper  of  its  votaries,  and  by  which  it  is 
manifefted.  We  fhall  now  proceed  to  ex- 
plain more  particularly  what  is  implied  in 
loving  him  "  with  all  our  heart,  with  all 
"  our  foul,  and  with  all  our  mind."  Thefc 
expreffions,  which  feem  to  be  repetitions  of 
the  fame  idea,  indicate  the  fincerity  and  fer- 
vour of  thofe  regards  which  are  due  to  the 
Almighty.  They  imply  an  unfeigned,  an 
ardent,  an  active  and  permanent  affection, 
an  affection  which  fubdues  the  whole  foul 
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under  its  influence,  which  actuates  all  its  fa- 
tuities and  powers,  and  becomes  an  habitual 
and  prevalent  fentiment.     In  this  however 
God  requires  nothing  of  us  that  is  impoflible, 
nothing  that  is  unreafonable,    nothing  that 
ought  to  be  difficult.     In  explaining  this  as 
well  as  many  others  of  the  divine  precepts, 
fome  good  perfons  have  reprefented  the  in- 
junction as  fo  exceedingly  ftrict  and  fevere, 
that  it  is  next  to  impoffible  it  fliould  be  com- 
plied with  by  beings  circumflanced  as   .we 
are.     By  this  they  have  difcouraged    many 
well-meaning  chriflians  in  the   performance 
of  their  duty,  and  deterred  others  from  en- 
tering upon  a  religious  courfe   of  life,    and 
led  them  to  reject  it  as  an  unreafonable  fer- 
vice.     It  would  for  inilance  be  highly  unrea- 
fonable and  inconfiftent  with  the  nature  and 
circumflances  of  man,    to  require  that  he 
Ihduld  entirely  confine  all  his  attention  to 
the  fupreme  Being,  be  incelfantly  employed 
in  contemplating  his  perfections,    and  thus 
neglect  every  other  purfuit  and  bufinefs  of 
life.     It  would  alfo  be  unreafonable  and  in- 
confident  with  the  nature  and  condition  of 
man,  to  exact   as  a  duty,   that  he  fliould 
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never  wlfli  for,  or  defire  any  thing  except 
communion  with  God,  that  he  fliould  love 
him  exclufive  of  every  thing  elfe,  and  be 
indifferent  and  infenfible  to  all  other  objects, 
however  beautiful,  good  or  ufeful,  they 
may  be.  But  nothing  thus  unreafonable  is 
required  of  us  by  our  wife  and  beneficent 
Creator,  when  he  commands  us  to  'Move 
"  him  with  all  our  heart,  with  all  our  foul, 
"  and  with  all  our  mind."  Such  requifition 
^vould  not  only  be  beyond  our  power  to 
comply  with,  but  alfo  palpably  inconfiftent 
with  the  defigns  of  God  concerning  us. 
The  conftitution  of  our  nature,  and  all  the 
circumflances  of  our  exiflence,  are  efta- 
bliflied  and  appointed  by  him.  With  thefe 
nothing  can  be  more  confiflent,  than  that 
we  fliould  love  ourfelves,  that  we  fhould, 
in  a  certain  degree,  efleem  and  defire  what- 
ever may  promote  our  welfare,  that  we 
fliould  take  pleafure  in  enjoying  the  ad- 
vantages, comforts  and  innocent  recreations 
of  life,  that  we  fliould  behold  with  fatisfac- 
tion  and  delight  the  beauty  and  excellence 
of  the  divine  works  around  us. — God  himfelf 
has  expref<^ly  commanded  us  to   love  our 

neigh- 


neighbour ;  and  what  can  be  more  agreeable 
to  his  will,  than  that  order,  truth,  virtue 
and  moral  good  (hould  be  the  objects  of  our 
efteem  and  love  wherever  we  may  find  them? 
Permit  me  then  to  obferve  that  the  pre- 
cept of  the  text  implies  that  our  love  to  God 
be  fincere  and  unfeigned.  It  ought  to  be 
founded  in  a  juft  conception  and  lively  con- 
.viction  of  the  venerable  and  amiable  attri- 
butes of  the  Moft  High.  The  w^ords  and 
actions  by  which  we  exprefs  and  manifeft 
our  regard,  muil  be  ftrictly  conformable  to 
the  fentiraents  and  inclinations  of  our  hearts. 
Without  this  agreement  all  that  we  may  fay 
or  do  to  convince  the  world  of  our  love  to 
God  is  nothing  but  hypocrify,  and  cannot 
but  be  highly  difpleaiing  to  that  almighty 
Being  who  feeth  in  fecret,  and  fearcheth 
the  heart.  Without  this  a grreement  between 
the  fentiments  of  the  heart  and  the  external 
conduct,  there  can  be  no  fuch  thing  as  true 
affection.  In  what  light  do  we  conlider 
thofe  expreiTions  of  efleem  and  love,  by 
which  the  heart  is  unaffected,  which  leave  it 
.cold  and  infenfible,  and  confifl  merely  in 
profeffions  of  refpect^    in   fmooth    words, 

flat- 
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flattering  expreffions,  and  unmeaning  cere- 
monies ?  Should  we  not  confider  the  per- 
fon,  whofe  heart  and  conduct  were  thus  at 
variance,  as  a  moft  contemptible  and  un- 
worthy character.  And  (hall  we  not  deem 
fuch  hypocrify  at  once  foolifh  and  criminal, 
when  practifed  towards  the  fupreme  Being, 
v/ho  dilcerns  our  hearts  and  juflly  claims  our 
affections?  God  is  a  fpirit,  and  we  muft 
therefore  worfhip,  reverence  and  love  him  in 
fpirit  and  in  truth. 

The  text  alfo  requires  that  we  love  God 
fupremely,  or  beyond  any  other  object. 
Nothing  ought  to  be  fo  valuable  or  defirable 
in  our  eftimation  as  the  approbation  and 
favour  of  the  Almighty.  To  obtain  and  to 
preferve  thefe  fhould  be  deemed  of  infinitely 
greater  importance  than  any  thing  the  world 
can  offer.  Thefe  ought  to  be  the  grand  ob- 
ject of  all  our  defires,  of  all  our  endeavours, 
of  all  our  actions.  When  they  would  tempt 
us  to  lofe  fight  of  this  exalted  aim,  the 
greateft  worldly  advantages,  the  mofl  ex- 
quifite  pleafures  of  fenfe  fliould  be  confider- 
ed  as  worthlefs  and  contemptible,  and  we 
fhould  reject  them  without  hefitation  when- 
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ever  they  would  alienate  us  from  God.  No 
difficulties,  no  lofies,  no  obflacles  mud  de- 
ter us  from  the  path  which  leads  to  this 
goal,  or  render  our  fleps  in  it  faint  and 
weary.  The  will  of  God  ought  to  make  a 
deeper  impreffion  on  our  hearts  than  all  the 
good  the  world  can  promife,  and  than  all 
the  evil  it  can  threaten ;  and  in  every  in- 
ftance,  even  in  the  moft  dangerous  and 
alarming  circumftances,  we  mull  refolutely 
obey  him  rather  than  the  moft  powerful  and 
formidable  among  mankind.  We  (hould 
not  deem  any  thing  too  valuable  to  be  cheer- 
fully facriliced  at  the  flirine  of  God  and  vir- 
tue, whenever  thefe  may  demand  it  at  our 
hands.  We  muft  be  ready  to  abandon  and 
refign  even  thofe  objects  which  are  moft  dear 
to  us  upon  earth,  whenever  we  cannot  re- 
tain them  without  incurring  the  difpleafure 
of  the  fupreme  Being,  or  endangering  the 
lofs  of  his  favour.  This  is  what  our  bleffed 
Lord  means  when  he  fays,  *'  He  that  loveth 
"  father  or  mother  more  than  me,  is  not 
""^vorthy  of  me :  he  that  loveth  fon  or 
'*  daughter  more  than  me,  is  not  worthy  of 
**  me ;   and  whofoever  he  be  that  forfaketh 
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"  not  all  that  he  hath,  he  cannot  be  my  dif- 
"  ciple." 

Further,  If  we  would  love  God  with  all 
our  heart,  with  all  our  foul,  and  with  all  our 
mind,  our  regard  to  all  thofe  objects  which 
deferve  our  elleem  and  engage  our  affec- 
tions, mud  h^ve  an  ultimate  reference  and 
relation  to  God,  as  the  author  of  their  ex- 
iHence  and  the  fource  whence  they  are  de- 
rived. We  may  lawfully  indulge  a  certain 
degree  of  efteem  and  dflire  for  temporal 
blelBngs  and  advantages,  and  may  freely 
enjoy  them  within  thofe  limits  of  moderation 
which  the  Deity  has  prefcribed,  and  which 
our  true  happinefs  requires.  We  may  take 
delight  in  whatever  nature  affords  of  beau- 
tiful or  ufeful ;  and  we  may  open  our  hearts 
to  the  innocent  pleafure  with  which  they  are 
infpired  on  furveying  the  beauties,  or  enjoy- 
ing the  benefits,  which  Providence  with  li- 
beral hand  has  diffufed  around  us.  But  all 
thefe  we  muft  confider  as  the  favours  of  the 
Mod  High,  as  inftances  of  his  love,  which 
ought  to  excite  our  humble  and  grateful 
affections  to  the  bounteous  Giver.  Never 
muft  we  confine  our  affections  to  the  crea- 
N  2  ture. 
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ture,  but  always  raife  them  to  that  Being, 
whofe  goodnefs  and  mercy  are  proclaimed 
by  all  his  works.  Whatever  bleHings  he 
confers  upon  us,  we  mull  ufe  and  enjoy  in  a 
manner  conformable  to  his  holy  will,  and 
fo  order  our  whole  conduct  "  that  men  fee- 
"  ing  our  good  works,"  may  be  edified  by 
our  good  example,  and  excited  "  to  glorify 
"  their  father  who  is  in  heaven."  Thus  the 
love  we  bear  to  ourfelves  and  to  our  fellow- 
creatures,  and  the  enjoyment  we  derive  from 
temporal  advantages,  inftead  of  diminifiiing, 
will  augment  our  love  to  God,  and  every 
advantage  we  enjoy,  will  become  an  addi- 
tional excitement  to  quicken  and  increafe 
our  grateful  regard  to  its  bountiful  Author. 

Laftly,  the  text  requires  that  our  love  to 
God  be  conftant  and  unchangeable.  It  mud 
be  the  ruling  inclination  of  our  hearts,  muft 
be  manifefted  at  all  times  and  on  all  occa- 
fions,  and  muft  influence  the  whole  of  our 
conduct.  In  vain  does  he  pretend  to  love 
God  with  all  his  heart,  and  foul  and  mind, 
w^ho  hefitates  between  God  and  the  world  ; 
who  one  day  purfues  the  former  and  the 
next  t^e  latter  as  his  fupreme  good  ;    who 
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one  day  follows  the  dictates  of  the  divine 
will,  and  the  next  is  the  grovelling  flave  of 
his  corrupt  pafhons  and  inclinations.  In 
vain  does  he  boaft  of  his  regard  to  the  Deity 
who  loves  him  only  during  his  profperity, 
when  all  his  enterprizes  are  crowned  with 
fuccefs  ;  but  whofe  zeal  and  piety  are  flack- 
ened  as  foon  as  he  is'vifited  with  affliction  ; 
and  who  is  ready  to  murmur  againfl:  God 
whenever  he  thinks  fit  to  fet  bounds  to  his 
liberality,  and  to  require  thofe  ftronger 
proofs  of  love  which  confift  in  rehgnation 
and  obedience.  The  love  which  the  pious 
Chriftian  bears  to  God  is  widely  different 
from  this.  It  cannot  indeed  at  all  times  be 
equally  fervent  and  active ;  its  lullre  is  fome- 
times  dimmed  by  human  frailties  and  imper- 
fections, but  it  always  preferves  its  influence 
in  his  heart.  He  thinks  as  refpectfully  and 
gratefully  of  God,  when  he  beflows  pa- 
ternal chaftifement,  as  when  he  difpenfes  the 
bleflings  of  profperity.  In  both  cafes  he 
rejoices  in  being  under  the  divine  protection 
and  providence,  and  the  lively  hope  of  a 
future  flate  of  happinefs  preferves  its  fer- 
vour in  every  circumflance  of  life, 
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Such  is  the  manner  m  which  we  mufl  love 
God,  if  we  would  obey  the  precept  of  our 
bleffed  Lord,  which  he  has  ftyled  "  the  firft 
*'  and  great  commandment."  With  what 
propriety  this  appellation  was  given  to  it 
will  appear  if  we  confider  the  reafons  upon 
which  our  obligations  to  love  God  are 
founded.  Thefe  will  furniOi  matter  for  a 
future  inquiry,  and  I  (hall  clofe  this  dif- 
courfe  with  the  following  reflections. 

How  gratefully  ought  we  to  admire  the 
condefcenfion  of  God,  that  he  has  com- 
manded us  to  love  him,  and  will  accept  of 
thofe  affections  which  even  in  their  beil  ftate 
are  fo  very  defective.  It  is  an  invaluable 
honour  conferred  upon  us,  and  ought  to  be 
a  fubject  of  our  praife,  that  he  who  is  per- 
fectly glorious  and  needs  nothing  from  any, 
even  of  the  mod  exalted  of  his  creatures, 
fhould  fo  far  confult  our  happinefs  as  to 
make  it  our  duty  to  love  him.  He  has  here 
infeparably  connected  the  nobleft  reward 
with  the  moll  honourable  duty  that  can  be 
enjoined  upon  us ;  for  in  proportion  as  we 
are  under  the  influence  of  this  divine  princi- 
ple will  our  happinefs  be  promoted,  both  in 
this  and  in  a  future  world.  Let 
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Let  us  ferioufly  reflect  that  if  we  do  not 
cultivate  love  to  God  while  here,  we  cannot 
be  duly  prepared  for  the  happinefs  of  hea- 
ven hereafter.  Let  us  therefore  labour  to 
acquire  it,  while  life  remains,  while  the 
means  of  grace  are  in  our  hands.  May  the 
fmner's  heart  be  charmed  with  the  long-fuf- 
fering,  the  bounty  and  mercy  of  the  Al- 
mighty, who  invites  him  to  be  at  peace  with 
him  and  with  his  own  confcience  ;  "  who  is 
"  not  willing  that  any  (hould  perifh ;"  who 
daily  and  hourly  repeats  his  friendly  over- 
tures, and  calls  upon  him  to  love  his  own 
foul  by  loving  him. 

Let  thofe  alfo  who  are  fo  happy  as  to  be 
in  any  degree  pofleffed  of  this  divine  temper 
be  diligent  to  improve  in  it.  Were  v/e  care- 
ful and  induftrious  in  this  refpect,  how  ami- 
able would  be  the  afpect  of  religion  to  us, 
with  what  fervour  fliould  we  engage  in  eve- 
ry part  of  it,  and  how  attractive  would  it 
appear  in  our  example  to  the  world  around 
us.  Reading  the  Scriptures,  efpecially  the 
New  Teftament  and  the  devotional  parts  of 
the  Old,  joined  with  ferious  and  devout  me- 
ditation and  fervent  prayer,  are  the  beft 
N  4  means 
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means  that  can  be  ufed  to  promote  this  and 
every  other  religious  principle.  By  dili- 
gently perfevering  in  thefe,  in  humble  de- 
pendence on  the  divine  blefhng,  we  may 
liope  to  have  our  hearts  directed  into  the 
love  of  God ;  and  to  improve  in  this  hea- 
venly difpofition  is  the  befl  and  moft  certain 
way  to  increafe  our  own  fatisfaction  and 
comfort.  "  Love  the  Lord  therefore  all  ye 
"  his  faints  !"  Be  concerned  to  have  a  deeper 
fenfeof  his  infinitely  amiable  and  venerable 
perfections,  a  more  lively  faith  in  his  pro- 
mifes,  and  a  flronger  determination  of  will 
to  his  fervice.  Confider  him  as  the  inex- 
hauftible  fource  of  light,  of  good,  ofhappi- 
nefs ;  as  acting  in  the  joint  characters  of 
friend  and  governor,  imparting  an  endlefs 
variety  of  blelTings  to  his  rational  offspring, 
and  fup plying  them  with  every  thing  necef- 
fary  to  the  full  completion  of  their  happi- 
nefs.  By  the  divine  bleffmg  on  fuch  confi- 
derations  may  our  minds  be  more  open  to 
the  perception  of  truth,  and  habitually  dif- 
pofed  to  love  and  adore  him,  to  truft  and 
rejoice  in  him  who  is  great  and  amiable  be- 
yond all  comparifon,    beyond  all  compre- 
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henfion ;  in  whom  perfect  power,  wifdoni 
and  good  eflentially  dwell,  and  perpetually 
act  in  the  moft  confummate  harmony.  To 
contemplate  the  Deity  in  thefe  views,  and  to 
cultivate  thefe  difpolitions  towards  him  will 
be  the  beft  employment  of  your  nobleft 
powers,  will  render  you  increafingly  virtu- 
ous and  happy  through  all  the  rifing  grada- 
tions of  an  endlefs  duration. 


SER- 


[    18;    ] 


SERMON     XII. 


Thoujhalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy 
heart,  and  with  all  thy  foul,  and  with  all 
thy  mind. — This  is  thejirjl  and  great  com- 
mandment,    St.  Matthew  xxii.  37,38. 

NOTHING  is  more  detrimental  to  the 
interefts  of  true  religion,  than  to  fub- 
flitute  the  ceremonial  for  the  moral  part,  and 
to  reprefent  doctrines  as  of  greater  impor- 
tance than  duties.  In  the  former  of  thefe 
refpects  was  the  religion  of  Mofes  corrupted 
by  the  Jewifli  teachers,  efpecially  about  the 
time  of  our  Saviour's  appearance  :  fome  of 
them  laid  fo  great  a  flrefs  upon  facrifices,  as 
to  efteem  the  ceremonies  of  the  Altar,  the 
firft  and  great  commandment.  Hence  we 
find,  in  the  parallel  paffage  to  our  text,  as 
related  by  St.  Mark,  that  our  bleffed  Lord 
commended  the  fcribe  for  obferving,  '•'  that 
"  to  love  the  Lord  with  all  the  heart,  and 
"  with  all  the  underftanding,  and  with  all 
"  the  foul,  arid  with  all  the  flrength,  and  to 
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"  love  our  neighbour  as  ourfelves,  was  more 
"  than  all  whole  burnt  offerings  and  facrifi- 
"  ces."     Thefe  indeed  have  long  fince  been 
totally  abolifhed,  fo  that  we  are  in  no  dan- 
ger of  preferring  them  to  the  law  of  love. 
Yet  there  are,  even  in  thefe  days,  but  too 
many  who  may  be  faid  to  prefer  facrifice  to 
mercy,  who  lay  more  flrefs  upon  the  exter- 
nal forms  of  religion,  than  upon  the  moral 
and  focial  virtues.     Equally  do   thofe  devi- 
ate from  the  genuine  fpirit   of  the   Gofpel, 
vho  make  it  to  confifl  in  a  particular  fet  of 
notions,  in  maintaining  which,  they   are   fo 
uncharitably  zealous,   that  they  pronounce 
little  lefs  than  damnation  on  thofe  who  dif- 
icr  from  them,  though  it  be  in  things,    con- 
cerning Vvhich  the  greateft,  wifell,  and  befl: 
men  that  ever  appeared  in    the    chriftian 
church,  have  been  divided  in  their  opinions. 
Intolerance  is  the  word  error  of  the  Romifh 
Church;  and  how  much  is  it  to  be  lamented 
that  it  has  gained  accefs  among  Proteftants 
of  almoft  every  denomination  ! — But   how 
mconfiftent  is  this  with  the  true  principles 
of  the  Reformation,  and  what   is   of  more 
importance,  how  oppofed  to  the   example 

of 


C   189  3 

of  our  Saviour,  and  the  genuine  h'nit  of 
his  rehgion  !  Important  as  the  doctrines  he 
revealed  were  in  themfelves,  he  always  re- 
prefents  them  as  ufeful  to  us,  only  as  we 
make  them  the  principles  of  a  pious  and  be- 
nevolent conduct.  When  queflioned  con- 
cerning that  which  conflituted  the  moll  ef- 
fential  parts  of  religion,  he  declared,  to  the 
no  fmall  mortification  of  the  ceremonial 
Pharifee,  that  "  it  confided  in  lovino'  God 
*'  with  all  our  heart  and  foul  and  mind,  and 
"  our  neighbour  as  ourfelves."  On  thefc 
two  commandments,  he  obferves,  hang  ail 
"  the  law  and  the  prophets." 

In  my  two  former  difcourfes  upon  thefe 
words  I  have  endeavoured  to  explain  the  du- 
ty here  inculcated  by  fSiewing  how  love  to 
God  will  naturally  manifeft  itfelf  in  the  tem- 
per and  conduct,  and  by  pointing  out  what 
is  implied  in  loving  him  "  with  all  our  heart, 
"  foul  and  mind."  It  now  remains  tliat  I 
fhew  the  propriety  of  flyling  it  the  firft  and 
great  commandment.  This  will  appear  if 
we  confider  the  reafons  and  obligations  up- 
on which  the  duty  is  eftablifiied. 

Love  and  efteem  are  founded  upon    the 
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excellence  of  the  objects  themfelves,  upon 
the  ties  by  which  we  are  related  to  them, 
upon  the  benefits  we  have  already  received, 
and  the  advantages  we  hope  to  derive  from 
them.  To  the  love  of  God  we  are  obliged  by 
the  united  force  of  all  thefe  reafons,  as  well  as 
by  a  concern  for  our  own  improvement  and 
happinefs,  which  depend  entirely  upon  our 
cultivating  this  temper. 

What  Being  can  be  more  excellent,  more 
venerable,  more  amiable  than  God?  What- 
ever is  good  and  perfect  is  effential  to  him, 
and  united  in  him.  Every  inflance  of  beauty 
and  perfection,  whatever  can  afford  us  plea- 
fure  or  excite  our  admiration  in  this  world, 
is  originally  derived  from  him  the  univerfal 
fource  of  all  excellence,  whether  natural  or 
moral.  How  mean  is  the  dignity  of  the  no- 
blefli,  and  how  vain  the  good  qualities  of 
the  bed  among  mortals,  when  compared 
with  the  excellence  and  attributes  of  the 
Moft  High !  He  pofTeffes  in  the  higheft  de- 
gree whatever  can  deferve  admiration  and 
affection.  Does  an  extenfive  yet  beneficent 
power  command  cfteem  and  reverence?  God 
is  omnipotent ;  his  power  is  infinite  in  de- 
gree 
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gree,  and  unbounded  in  the  wide  range  of 
its  exertion:  "  He  fpake  and  it  was  done, 
"  he  commanded  and  it  flood  faft.  His 
"  kingdom  ruleth  over  all,  and  his  dominion 
"  is  from  generation  to  generation."  Nor  is 
it  poffible  that  he  fhould  ever  abufe  his  ex-. 
tenfive  and  abfolute  authority,  for  "  righ-: 
"  teoufnefs  and  judgment  are  the  foundation 
"  of  his  throne."  His  power  is  always  ex- 
erted in  ftrict  conformity  to  the  laws  of  juf- 
tice  and  equity,  for  the  protection  and  de- 
fence of  the  pious  and  good,  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  order  and  harmony,  and  is  dread- 
ful only  to  the  obflinately  and  prefumptu- 
oufly  wicked.  Do  knowledge  and  wifdom 
engage  our  efteem  and  command  our  vene- 
ration ?  God  is  fupremely  wife  :  "  He  is 
"  great  in  counfel  as  well  as  mighty  in 
"  work."  Heaven  and  Earth  witnefs  this. 
All  his  creatures,  whether  animate  or  inani- 
mate, the  admirable  organization  of  our  bo^ 
dies,  and  the  rational  faculties  of  our  fouls, 
all,  all  confpire  to  manifell  the  knowledge 
and  wifdom  of  their  almighty  Creator.  And 
what  are  all  the  feveral  rays  of  knowledge, 
wifdom  and  genius,  which  we  behold  iliining 
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in  various  degrees  among  mankind  ?  What 
are  thefe  but  emanations  from  him,  the  Fa- 
ther of  fpirits,  the  pure  and  eternal  fource 
of  light  and  Hfe  ?  Do  you  confider  virtue, 
fanctity  and  moral  rectitude  as  the  worthieO; 
objects  of  your  efteem  and  love  ?  In  God 
they  are  all  united  :  "  He  is  light,  and  in 
"  him  is  no  darknefs.  He  is  righteous  in  all 
*''  his  ways,  and  holy  in  all  his  works."  Mer- 
cy and  truth  own  him  for  their  perfect  pa- 
rent. "  Juflice  and  judgment  are  the  habi- 
"  tation  of  his  throne."  Before  the  unfullied 
fplendours  of  his  fanctity,  the  mod  exalted 
angels  hide  their  faces,  while  proftrated  in 
humble  adoration,  they  cry,  "  Holy,  holy, 
"  holy.  Lord  God  of  hofts,  heaven  and 
"  earth  are  fall  of  thy  glory." — Are  we 
charmed  with  goodnefs  and  mercy,  with 
generous  and  benevolent  fentiments  and  ac- 
tions ?  Do  thefe  Ileal  upon  our  hearts,  and 
with  gentle  yet  irrefiftible  force  command 
our  reverential  affection  ? — God  is  love  it* 
felf :  "  He  is  gracious  and  merciful,  long- 
"  fuffering  and  of  great  kindnefs,  keeping 
"  mercy  for  thoufands,  forgiving  iniquity, 
"  tranfgrefilon  and  fin."    From  his  throne 
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the  fuUeft  rivers  of  life,  of  joy,  ofhappinefs, 
incefTantly  flow  to  his  creatures,  and  his  be- 
nevolence is  without  bounds,  immeafurably 
great !  And  does  not  a  Being  endued  with 
fuch  attributes  with  fuch  perfections,  de- 
ferve  our  higheft  efleem,  our  deepeft  vene- 
ration, our  fupreme  affection?  Muft  we 
not  be  infenfible  to  every  thing  that  is  beau- 
tiful and  good,  excellent  and  amiable,  if  we 
do  not  cultivate  love  to  God  in  whom  all 
this  is  united  in  the  higheft  poffible  degree 
of  perfection  ? 

Confider  alfo  the  feveral  relations  in  which 
we  ftand  to  the  Deity,  as  w^ell  as  the  num- 
ber and  the  value  of  the  benefits  he  has  bef- 
towed  upon  us.  He  is  our  Creator,  and  we 
are  the  work  of  his  hands ;  he  is  our  Lord  and 
we  are  his  fubjects  and  fervants :  he  is  our 
Father  and  we  are  his  children.  Can  we  be 
bound  by  ftronger  ties  than  thefe.^^  Can 
there  be  a  more  equitable,  or  a  ftronger 
claim  to  all  the  beft  affections  of  our  hearts, 
than  that  which  is  derived  to  God  from  thefe 
natural  and  indiffoluble  relations  ?  Is  he 
not  the  kindeft  and  mildeft  of  mafters,  the 
tendereft  and  moft  affectionate  of  fathers  ? 
Is  it  not  to  him  that  we  are  indebted  for  life 
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and  breath,  for  the  capacities,  faculties  and 
advantages  which  ennoble  our  nature,  and 
render  us  fuperior  to  the  brute  creation  ?  Is 
it  not  he  who  continually  fupports  and 
abundantly  provides  for  us ;  from  whom 
every  good  and ,  every  perfect  gift  proceed- 
eth,  who  daily  openeth  his  hand,  and  fatis- 
fieth  every  living  creature  with  his  good- 
nefs  ?  To  him  we  owe  every  thing  that  can 
contribute  to  render  our  abode  in  the  world 
comfortable  and  delightful.  He  it  was  who 
gave  to  the  heavens  their  magnificence,  to 
the  fun  his  light,  to  the  earth  her  fertility, 
to  plants  their  beauty  and  ufefulnefs,  to  ani- 
mals their  capacity  to  be  ferviceable  to  us, 
and  to  man  his  inventive  genius  and  induf- 
try.  How  often  does  he  pardon  when  he 
might  juftly  punifli  us  !  With  what  afto- 
nifliing  patience  does  he  bear  with  our  infir- 
mities and  fins,  and  with  what  forbearance 
does  he  prolong  the  feafon  of  repentance 
and  reformation!  How  often  has  he  fa- 
voured us  with  the  moft  ftriking  difplays  of 
his  protecting  providence  in  times  of  dan« 
ger,  of  his  afliftance  in  feafons  of  difficulty, 
©f  his  fupport  and  comfort  in  hours  of  infir- 
mity 
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mity  and  diftrefs !  But  what,  what  thanks 
fiiall  we  render  unto  him  for  all  the  unde- 
ferved  and  invaluable  riches  of  his  mercy 
with  which  he  has  favoured  us  as  (inners? 
Where  is  the  mafter  who  deals  with  his  fer- 
vants,  or  the  father  who  deals  with  his  chil- 
dren, as  God  has  dealt  with  us,  who  were, 
by  wicked  works,  at  enmity  with  him  ?  For 
our  fakes  he  fpared  not  his  only-begotten 
Son,  but  freely  gave  him  as  a  Mediator,  as 
a  Redeemer,  a  Prophet,  Priefh  and  King ! 
For  us  he  delivered  him  up  to  death,  to  the 
ignominious  and  painful  death  of  the  crofs  ! 
By  this  benevolent  Saviour  he  has  offered 
us  mercy  and  life,  the  forgivenefs  of  our  (ins, 
and  eternal  happinefs.  He  invites  us  to  ad- 
drefs  ourfelves  to  him  with  repenting  hearts, 
to  forfake  the  paths  of  vice  and  ruin,  and 
to  turn  to  him  with  fincerity  and  fubmiffion; 
and  as  foon  as  we  comply  with  this  kind  in- 
vitation, he  will  have  compaffion  upon  us, 
will  no  longer  remember  our  iniquities,  but 
will  receive  us  unto  his  mercy,  and  render 
us  more  worthy  of  his  favour.  He  even 
condefcends  to  affift  us  amidft  our  infirmi- 
ties, to  promote  our  fanctification  and  pro- 
O  2  grefs 
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grefs  in  virtue,  and  to  accept,  through  his  ^ 
mercy  in  Chrifl  Jefus,  our  obedience  if  fm- 
cere,   though  it  be  chargeable  with  innume- 
rable imperfections  and  defects.   Thofe  who 
trull  in  him  he  will  never  fuffer  to  be  tempt- 
ed beyond  their  power ;  and  by  his  provi- 
dential care  and  direction  he  will  lead  them 
to  the  attainment  of  that  glorious   inheri- 
tance which  he  has  prepared  for  them  in 
heaven.      How    great,    how   inexpreffibly 
great  and  valuable  are  all  thefe  benefits  and 
blefTmgs !     How  much  greater  than  we  can 
deferve  or  could  expect!  If  thefe  reflections 
do  not  awaken  gratitude  and  affection,  what 
can?     Is  it  not  evident  from  thefe  confider- 
ations  that  we  ought  to  love  God  fupremely, 
and  that  if  we  do  not  we  mufl  be  the  moil 
ungrateful    and   contemptible   of  all   crea- 
tures? 

To  the  foregoing  confiderations  let  us  add 
that  of  the  intrinfic  excellence  and  manifold 
utility  of  love  to  God.  This  argument  will 
add  ilrength  to  thofe,  which  we  have  alrea- 
dy urged.  What  can  more  agreeably  en- 
gage the  attention  of  a  wife  and  virtuous 
mind ;   what  is  better  calculated  to  enlarge 

and 
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and  exalt  its  capacities  and  powers  ;  what 
can  yield  a  more  pure,  a  nobler,  a  more 
affecting  fatisfaction  than  to  cultivate  ef- 
t€em  and  love  to  God,  to  whom  in  the 
higheft  degree,  and  without  any  imperfec- 
tion or  fhadow  of  change,  belong  all  thofe 
attributes  that  can  command  veneration  or 
engage  affection ;  who  is  the  overflowing, 
yet  inexhauftible  fource  of  all  light  and  life, 
all  joy  and  happinefs,  whofe  goodnefs  and 
mercy  are  from  everlafling  to  everlafting, 
and  who  will  never  ceafe  to  cuown  his  fer- 
vants  and  friends  with  blelfnigs  and  loving- 
kindnefs?  Sweet  and  pleafant  are  thofe 
hours  which  the  pious  Chriftian  palfes  in 
meditating  upon  the  perfections  of  his  God, 
in  worfhipping  and  ferving  the  beft  of  Be- 
ings. How  compleat  is  his  fatisfaction, 
when,  with  humble  affurance  of  acceptance, 
he  proflrates  himfelf  before  the  throne  of 
mercy,  and  holds  communion  with  the  Mofl 
High ! 

.  What  is  better  adapted  than  love  to  God 
to  render  the  cultivation  of  every  virtue,  the 
practice  of  every  duty,  eafy  and  delightful  ? 
Love  is  the  mofl  flrong  and  active  affection 
O3  of 
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of  the  foul :  where  this  actuates  the  heart, 
nothing  is  deemed  too  laborious  and  diffi- 
cult, which  can  promote  the  end  we  have 
in  view :  it  prompts  us  cheerfully  to  en- 
counter every  diffieulty,  and  boldly  to  fur- 
mount  every  obftacle,  rather  than  fail  to 
attain  the  object  to  which  it  directs  our  pur- 
fuit.  And  fhall  a  rational  and  fincere  love 
to  God  be  lefs  efficacious  in  infpiring  zeal 
and  activity,  fortitude  and  diligence,  than 
the  affection  we  bear  to  our  fellow-crea- 
tures ?  No:  when  we  have  duly  cultivated 
love  to  God,  and  are  properly  influenced 
by  it;  we  (hall  experience  the  truth  of  the 
apoftle's  affertion,  that  '^  his  commandments 
"  are  not  grievous."  We  (hall  find  a  plea- 
fare  in  obeying  them,  and  "  in  all  things  be 
*'  more  than  conquerors,  through  him  that 
"  loved  us."  Motives  to  the  performance 
of  our  duty  will  never  be  wanting  to  us,  and 
thefe  will  influence  our  conduct  with  infi- 
nitely greater  efficacy  than  human  laws  or 
worldly  honours  poffibly  can.  We  fliall 
never  be  doubtful  or  hefitate  to  act  agree- 
ably to  them ;  but,  infpired  with  an  ardent 
zeal  to  approve  ourfelves  to  God,  we  ftiall 
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become  "  fledfafl  and  unmoveable,  always 
"  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord," 
cheerfully  perfifting  in  the  conftant  and  uni- 
form practice  of  every  virtue. 

It  is  love  to  God  which  ftamps  the  highefl 
degree  of  moral  worth  on  piety  and  virtue, 
and   renders  them  acceptable  to  the  Deity. 
Amidft  the  different  gradations  of  moral  cha- 
racter, and  the  various  tempers  and  difpo- 
litions  obfervable  among  mankind,  it  is  no 
breach  of  charity  to  fuppofe  that  there  may 
be  fome  who  abftain  from  evil  and  do  good 
rather  from  an  apprehenfion  of  punifhment 
than  from  love  to  God,who  in  the  performance 
of  duty,  pay  a  greater  regard  to  their  own 
advantage  than  to  God  and  his  commands. 
Such  we  wifli  not  to  cenfure  nor  difcourage, 
becaufe  this  difpofition  is  perhaps  necefTari- 
ly  the  firft  gradation  of  the  fmner  towards 
the  reformation  of  his  temper  and  conduct,: 
it  is  the  firft  ftep  he  makes  in  the  ways  of 
virtue ;  and  the  more  he  exercifes  himfelf  in 
it,  the  more  pleafure  will  he  experience  ir> 
tJie  performance  of  his  duty,  and  tlie  more 
will  his  fentiments  be  purified  and  exalted. 
Not  greater  however  is  the  difference  be- 
O  4  tween 
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tweeii  the  child  and  the  flavc  of  a  family, 
than  between  the  pious  Chriftian,  whofe  whole 
heart  is  devoted  to  God,  who  obeys  him  with 
zeal  and  pleafure,  and  him  who  refrains  from 
tranfgrelhng  the   divine   commands   rather 
becaufe  they  cannot  be  violated  with  impu- 
nity, than  becaufe  they  are  the  injunctions 
of  the  moft  venerable  and  amiable  of  beings. 
May  not  therefore  the  former  hope   for  a 
much  greater  portion  of  the  divine   favour 
and  approbation,'  and  is  he  not  capable  of 
a  much  higher  degree  of  happinefs  than  the 
latter  ?    Lallily,  what  can  be  better  adapted 
than  love  to  God  to  afford  confolation  in 
^very  affliction,  to  adminiRer  fortitude  and 
refolution  in  every  danger,  and   to  infpire 
the  moil  certain  hope  of  final  and  perfect 
happinefs?:   In  what  fituation   can  we   be 
bereft  of  confolation,  of  affiftance  and  fup- 
port?    In  what  circumftances  can  we  be  de- 
prived of  tranquillity,  while  we  are  thus  re- 
lated to  the  fupreme  good,  and  belong  to 
the  bleffed  fociety  of  the  friends  of  God  ? 
How  encouraging  in  this  view  are  the  divine 
promifes  with  which  we  are  favoured.  **  The 
*'  Lord   (fays  the  Pfalmifl}    preferveth    all 

"  them 
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"  them  that  love  him.  I  will  be  a  father 
"  unto  them,  and  they  fliall  be  my  Tons  and 
"daughters,  faith  the  Lord  God  Almighty, 
"  All  things  fliall  work  together  for  good  to 
"  them ;  neither  eye  hath  feen,  nor  ear 
"  heard,  nor  hath  it  entered  into  the  heart  of 
"  man  to  conceive  the  things  which  God 
"  hath  prepared  for  them."  The  everlafting 
doors  of  heaven  (hall  be  opened  for  tlieir 
triumphal  entry,  and  they  fliall  receive  that 
crown  of  immortal  life  and  glory  which  God 
hath  promifed  to  all  who  love  and  ferve 

h.  I  -/I'M  f  ;•  '"■  . 

im.  -    ' 

Let  thofe  therefore   who   have  hitherto 

been  indifferent  towards  God,  and  neglected 

to  cultivate  love  to  him,  confider  what  fa- 

cred  obligations  they  have  violated,    what 

important  privileges  they  have  defpifed,  and 

what  exalted  happinefs  they  have  forfeited ! 

Ought  they  not  to  be  humbled  at  the  review 

of  a  conduct  thus  unjuft  and   unnatural:^ 

Ought  not  the  forfeiture  of  thefe  privileges 

and  this  felicity  to  grieve  them  ?     Can  the 

advantages  of  the  world,  can  the  pleafures 

of  fin  compenfate  the  lofs  ?     Can  the  world 

beftow  that  folid  and  lafling  happinefs  which 

thev 
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they  feek  from  it  ?     Let  it  then  no  longer 
deceive  you :    let  thofe  who  have  omitted 
the  duty  we  are  recommending,  repair  their 
error  while  it  is  yet  time,  an3  by  fmcere  re- 
pentance feek  that  God  whom  they  have  for 
fo    many   years   neglected.      Let  them  be 
deeply  grieved  that  they  have  fo  long  with- 
held their  affections  from  him  who  alone  de- 
ferves  them,,  and  wafted  them  upon  unwor- 
thy objects.     To  him  let  them  henceforth 
confecrate  their  hearts,  with  all  their  incli- 
nations and  defires,    and  be  diligent  in  the 
ufe  of  all  thofe  means  which  may  excite  and 
produce  love  to  God.    Let  them  attentively 
contemplate  his  perfections,    and  be  ever 
mindful  of  the  innumerable  multitude  and 
ineftimable  value  of  his  mercies. 

Rational  affection  muft  be  founded  in  a 
knowledge  of  the  qualities  of  its  object : 
thefe  mull  be  viewed  in  the  moft  ftriking 
and  affecting  light,  and  compared  with  thofe 
of  other  objects  that  are  lefs  beautiful,  lefs 
good  and  lefs  perfect.  In  this  manner  let 
me  exhort  you  to  learn  to  know  God  aright. 
Attend  to  the  manifeftations  of  himfelf  which 
he  has  vouchfafed  in  the  book  of  nature,  as 

well 
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well  as  in  that  of  grace.  Endeavour  to  form 
}uft,  worthy  and  liberal  ideas  of  him  and  his 
perfections.  Never  reprefent  him  under  the 
terrifying  image  of  a  fevere  and  inexorable 
mafter,  more  intent  upon  difplaying  his  in- 
finite power  and  authority,  than  upon  ex- 
ercifmg  wifdom,  equity  and  mercy.  Never 
conceive  of  him  as  acting  merely  from  the 
dictates  of  arbitrary  will,  without  beneficent 
reafons  and  purpofes  ;  or  as  difpenfing  hap-, 
pinefs  and  mifery  to  his  fubjects,  without 
any  regard  to  the  moral  worth  of  their  cha- 
racter ;  or  as  from  all  eternity  dooming  mil- 
lions of  his  creatures  to  everlafting  torments, 
merely  to  magnify  his  own  glory  by  dif. 
playing  the  terrors  of  his  power.  Thefe 
ideas  of  God,  which  are  not  warranted  ei- 
ther by  reafon  or  Scripture,  may  caufe  a 
fervile  dread,  but  it  is  impoffible  they  fhould 
ever  produce  love  to  him.  On  the  contrary, 
conceive  of  God  as  he  really  is,  a  Being  not 
only  pofTeffed  of  infinite  power,  but  alfo  en- 
dued with  moft  perfect  wifdom,  with  the 
moft  inviolable  fanctity,  and  with  bound- 
lefs  goodnefs  and  mercy.  Confider  the  in- 
numerable and  glorious  difplays   of  thefe 

attri- 
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attributes  in  tIiexrea;tion,  prefervation  and 
redemption  of  mankihd.., Endeavour  to  ex-( 
cite  gratitude  in;  y our. iisart  towards  the  fu-; 
preme  Being.  With  this  view  contemplate 
the  number,  the  magnitude,  and  the  value 
of  thofe  benefits  which  you  daily  and  hourly 
receive  from  God  ;  and  to  heighten  your 
fenfe  of  thefe,  recollect  your  own  unworthi-. 
nefs,  the  imperfection  of  your  beft  fervices, 
and -the  innumerable  tranfgrelfions  which 
you  have  ungratefully  committed  againft 
your  bed  benefactor.  Conhder  alfo  how 
vain  and  traniitory  are  all  worldly  poffef- 
fions  and  advantages,  how  iufuffieient  to 
yield  fatisfaction,  to  gratify  the  vaft  capaci- 
ties and  defi  res  of  your  fouls,  and  to  render 
you  'truly  happy.:.  Pay  a  conftant  attention 
to  the  duties  of  your  ftation,  and  to  the  ex-? 
eiicifes' of  devotion,  both  public  and  private, 
and  never  accutlom  yourfelyes  to  neglect 
any  of  them  habitually.  An  attentive  and 
ferious  application,  to  the  difcharge  of  thefe 
duties,  accompanied  with  humble  and  fer- 
vent prayer,  will  make  deep  and  falutary 
impreiiions  on  your  minds,  will  light  up  in 
vour  hearts  the  calm  and  fleady  flame  of 

divine 
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To  thofe  who  fincerely  lovel  God,  I  ap- 
•  peal  for  the  truth  of  what  has  here  been  faid 
concerning  the  fehcity  refuhing  from  this 
difpofition  and  temper.  And  fuffer  me  to 
exhort  you  to  confider  this  happinefs  as  your 
mod  vahiable  treafure,  carefully  to  preferve 
and  diligently  to  improve  it.  Be  particu- 
larly watchful  againii  every  finful  inclina- 
tion and  action  which  will  gradually  alienate 
you  from  God,  and  weaken  that  fatisfaction 
which  refults  from  a  fenfe  of  his  favour. 
However  grieved  you  mud  and  ought  to 
be,  for  your  many  moral  infirmities,  defects 
and  imperfections,  be  not  difcouraged  by 
them  ;  rather  let  a  fenfe  of  thefe  convince 
you  of  the  fuitablenefs  of  Gofpel  grace  to 
the  nature  of  man,  and  of  the  neceffity  of 
greater  diligence.  Thus  may  we  look  for- 
ward with  hope  towards  that  bieffed  (late  of 
exiflence  where  fin  and  weaknefs  (hall  be  no 
more ;  w^here  both  our  virtue  and  our  hap- 
pinefs fhall  become  more  perfect,  and  where 
we  [hall  be  continually  improving  in  love  to 

God, 
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God,  and  in  obedience  to  his  commands, 
in  the  more  immediate  prefence  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  through  whom  be 
glory  in  the  Church  throughout  all  ages. 


^C^^^'^^'^ 
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SERMON     XIIL 


Thejlatutes  of  the  Lord  are  right,    rejoicing 
the  heart.     Psalm  xix.  8.  2d  Claufe. 

AS  an  inexhauflible  fountain,  while  it 
emits  various  llreams  for  the  refrefh- 
ment  of  man  and  beaft,  ftill  continues  full 
and  undiminifhed,  fo  the  ever  adorable  God, 
being  infinitely  full  and  compleat  in  happi- 
nefs,  delights  to  communicate  it  to  his  crea- 
tures, according  to  their  different  capacities 
of  enjoyment,  and  is  perpetually  doing  this 
throughout  the  vaft  range  of  his  works.  Of 
thefe  communications  to  his  creatures  in  this 
lower  world,  man  is  favoured  with  the  greateft 
in  number,  and  moft  exalted  in  degree.  For 
not  to  infift  on  our  various  intellectual  en- 
dowments, and  the  proper  objects  on  which 
thefe  excellent  faculties  may  exert  them- 
felves  with  perpetual  pleafure  and  advan- 
tage ;  the  difcoveries,  the  obligations  and 
comforts  of  rehgion  are  in  the  higheft  and 

moft 
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maftValuable  fenfe  communications  of  hap- 
pinefs. 

If  we  cannot  afifent  to  this  from  the  re- 
collection of  our  own  experience,  we  may 
conclude  it,  not  only  from  a  due  attention 
to  the  nature  of  true  religion,  but  alfo  from 
the  experience  of  fome  of  the  wifeft  and 
befl  of  men,  whofe  teflimony  is  recorded  in 
the  divine  word  ;  and  particularly  from  that 
of  the  royal  Pfalmift  in  our  text.  In  what  a 
copious,  eloquent  and  devout  ftrain  does  he 
expatiate  on  this  interefting  fubject !  Not 
content  with  celebrating  the  eternal  fitnefs 
and  rectitude  of  the  divine  flatutes,  he  en- 
deavours to  recommend  them  by  an  argu- 
ment of  a  lefs  abftract  nature,  more  clofely 
adapted  to  our  feelings  and  interefts,  by 
adding,  in  the  words  of  our  text,  that  in 
confequence  of  their  inherent  rectitude, 
they  tend  to  rejoice  the  heart. 

By  this  however  we  are  not  to  imagine 
that  the  divine  flatutes,  confidered  only  in 
themfelves,  or  merely  as  objects  of  fpecula- 
tion,  will  produce  thefe  happy  effects.  Nei- 
ther muflwe  conclude  that  they  w^ill  rejoice 
the  hearts  of  the  licentious  and  worldly- 

mindedj 
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minded,  becaufe  the  purity  of  religion  is  di- 
rectly contrary  to  their  paffions,  inclinations 
and  purfuits.  Whatever  may  be  the  internal 
excellence  of  religion,  they  have  no  eye  to 
difcern,  no  tafle  to  relifh  it.  Our  text  there- 
fore refers  to  thofe,  and  to  thofe  only,  whofe 
minds  are  alive  to  religious  impreflions,  and 
moulded  into  a  prevailing  compliance  with 
the  genius  and  demands  of  the  divine  law. 

It  may  alfo  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  in 
treating  this  fubject  I  fliall  confider  the 
word  ftatutes,  not  as  fignifying  merely  the 
pohtive  injunctions  of  God's  revealed  will, 
but  as  including  the  whole  fyftem  of  divine 
precepts,  contained  in  the  Scriptures,  and 
efpecially  in  the  New  Teftament.  Thefe 
are  indeed  the  ftatutes  or  appointments  of 
the  Lord,  as  they  are  moral  truths,  exactly 
confonant  to  the  moral  perfections  of  their 
divine  Author,  and  ftrictly  conformable  to 
the  natural  law  of  reafon  and  confcience, 
implanted  in  the  heart  of  man.  On  this 
account  they  are  right,  and  alfo  becaufe 
their  injunctions  and  prohibhions  are  eter- 
nally fit  and  proper,  independent  of  all  will 
and  authority  whatever.     They  are  the  re- 

P  fult 


[      210      ] 

fult  of  the  nature  of  God  and  man,  and  of 
the  feveral  relations  that  fubfift  between 
them,  and  are  as  neceflary  to  the  happinefs 
of  our  rational  and  immortal  fouls,  as  air 
and  food  are  to  the  fupport  of  animal  life. 
Such  is  the  goodnefs  and  condefcenfion  of 
God,  that  with  our  duty  he  has  ftrictly  con- 
nected, not  only  our  happinefs  in  general, 
but  even  our  prefent  pleafure.  There  is  as 
near  and  intimate  a  correfpondence  between 
the  performance  of  our  duty  and  true  joy  of 
mind,  as  between  the  barometer  and  the 
weight  of  the  atmofphere ;  and  it  will  al- 
ways be  found  true  in  experience,  that  our 
genuine  felf-enjoyment  will  rife  or  fall,  in  a 
degree  exactly  proportioned  io  the  practical 
regard  we  maintain  towards  the  divine 
word. 

Two  things  are  neceffary  in  order  to  pro- 
duce true  and  rational  joy  in  the  human 
mind,  object's  fuited  to  its  faculties,  and  fa« 
culties  in  proper  difpofition  to  receive  im- 
preflions  from  them.  In  each  of  thefe  views 
the  holy  Scriptures,  as  they  contain  the  di- 
vine laws,  are  calculated  to  produce  this 
happy  temper. 

•^  The 
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The  objects'  they  propofe  to  the  mind  are 
beyond  all  others  fuited  to  its  faculties.  In 
general  they  Y^vopok  truth,  which,  to  a 
mind  properly  difpofed,  is  as  ufeful  and  de- 
lightful as  light  to  the  eye,  when  in  a  found 
and  healthy  ftate  ;  but  it  is  alfo  truth,  vari- 
ous branches  of  which  are  of  a  nature  fo  in- 
tcrefting  and  fublime,  as  to  be  fully  adequate 
to  the  capacities  and  defires  of  the  foul,  and 
this  cannot  be  affirmed  of  any  temporal  ob- 
jects. The  Scriptures,  and  efpecially  the 
New  Tellament,  reprefent  in  the  clearefl: 
light  the  attributes  and  perfections  of  the 
ever-bleffed  God,  as  mod  beautifully  blend- 
ed and  harmonized  in  the  difcoveries  of  his 
grace,  and  in  the  difpenfations  of  his  provi- 
dence. They  call  upon  us  to  confider  him 
not  only  as  clothed  with  awful  incompre- 
henfible  majefty,  but  alfo  as  infinitely  mer- 
ciful and  placable,  as  publifliing  terms  of 
pardon  and  peace  to  guilty  mortals  by  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  as  reconciling  an  offending  world 
to  himfelf,  not  imputing  to  them  their  tref- 
paffes.  They  alfo  point  out  in  the  plainell 
manner,  that  path  of  duty  which  muft  lead 
us  to  eternal  glory  and  felicity.  They  en- 
P  2  force 
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force  it  by  the  example  of  Chrift,  and  by 
repeated  exprefs  promifes  of  all  fuitable 
affiftance  and  fupport  in  every  part  of  it. 
Thefe  objects  are  fo  grand  and  interefting, 
that  nothing  can  be  compared  with  them,  as 
they  evidently  relate  to  our  rectitude,  dig- 
nity and  happinefs.  Temporal  objects  may 
for  a  while  gratify  and  pleafe  us,  but  there 
are  many  circumllances  in  which  they  fail 
even  in  this.  I'hey  are  fo  difproportioned 
to  the  dignity  and  demands  of  our  immortal 
nature,  that  though  the  want  of  them  gives 
pain,  the  pofleihon  of  them  often  difap- 
points  our  fanguine  hopes.  But  the  objects 
prefented  to  us  in  the  divine  word  are  fo 
agreeable  and  confonant  to  our  better  pow- 
ers, that  they  muft,  beyond  all  others,  be 
adapted  to  promote  true  joy  in  the  mind. 

Another  thing  neceffary  to  true  felf-en- 
joyment  is,  faculties  brought  into  a  proper 
difpofition  to  receive  pleafure  from  thefe 
objects.  As  the  human  mind,  by  being 
continually  employed  about  trifles,  is  de- 
bafed  and  impoveriflied,  fo  it  becomes  pro- 
portionably  enlarged,  exalted  and  ennobled, 
by  being  converfant  with  fuch  objects  as  are 

grand 
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grand  and  fublime.  Such  are  thofe  prefent- 
ed  to  us  in  Scripture,  of  which  we  have  al- 
ready taken  a  tranfient  furvey.  For  the  di- 
vine word,  as  it  reveals  the  being,  perfection 
and  providence  of  God,  as  it  announces  par- 
don and  peace  to  penitent  offenders,  and 
thus  engages  us  to  walk  humbly  with  our 
God,  is  adapted  to  impofe  a  reftraint  upon 
our  licentious  pafFions,  and  to  bring  us  into  a 
proper  difpofition  for  retaining,  as  well  as 
receiving,  fuitable  impreffions  from  it.  From 
hence  will  Row  peace  of  confcience,  joy  in 
God  as  our  friend  and  father,  and  an  in- 
crealing  defire  to  approve  ourfelves  to  him, 
by  a  cordial,  conftant  and  univerfal  compli- 
ance with  his  demands  in  the  whole  of  our 
practice.  Here  we  (hall  not  find  that  lan- 
guor and  dilfatisfaction  which  we  frequently 
experience  in  our  bed  temporal  advantages 
and  poffeffions,  when  the  novelty  that  ex- 
cited our  ardour  in  their  purfuit  has  ceafed  ; 
but  in  thefe  nobler  purfuits,  we  (liall  feel  a 
true  pleafure  and  felf-enjoyment,  which  no- 
thing in  the  world  can  either  impart,  or 
wholly  deftroy  ;  which  will  be  confirmed  by 
P  3  increaf*. 
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increafing  experience,  and  wliile  it  confti- 
tutes  our  befl  happinefs  upon  earth,*  is  a 
foretafle  and  pledge  of  more  perfect  felicit)5 
in  heaven. 

What  has  here  been  afferted  of  all  the  dif- 
coveries  and  demands  of  God's  revealed 
will,  is  particularly  applicable  to  its  precep- 
tive part,  which  has  a  tendency  to  rejoice 
the  heart  of  the  fincerely  pious,  in  theory, 
in  practice  and  on  reflection. 

With  regard  to  theory  or  fpeculation,  it 
affords  a  noble  fubject  to  thofe  who,  having 
received  it  as  the  law  of  their  hearts  and 
lives,    are  careful  to  cultivate  their  moral 
feelings,  and  to  converfe  frequently  and  fa- 
miliarly v/ith  themfelves.     All  fuch,  having 
their  perceptions  refined  and  improved,  ac- 
quire a  high  relifh  for  the  innate  excellence 
of  the  divine  precepts  :  they  perceive  their 
happy  tendency  to  promote  the  true  feli- 
city of  man,  and  rejoice  in  them  when  they 
furvey  their  origin,  their  rectitude  and  their 
harmony.     Hence   they   afford   a   pleafure 
beyond  what  any  other  fubjects   can  yield, 
while  frequent  contemplation  upon  them  in 

all 
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all  thefe  views,  tends  to  enlarge,  to  exalt 
and  ennoble  the  mind,  and  gives  an  increaf- 
ing  participation  of  the  divine  nature. 

With  refpect  to  practice  alfo,  the  divine 
precepts  have  a  noble  and  immediate  ten- 
dency to  rejoice  the  heart. 

It  is  an  opinion  induflrioufly  propagated 
by  the  enemies  of  virtue,  that  the  practice 
of  religion  renders  men  dull  and  melancho- 
ly ;  and  that  its  fmcere  votaries  muft  re- 
nounce all  happinefs  in  this  world,  and  be 
contented  with  beholding  it  at  the  tedious 
diftance  of  another  life.  But  this  fus^^eftion 
is  entirely  falfe ;  for  a  fincere  regard  to  the 
difcoveries,  and  confequently,  to  the  pre- 
cepts of  the  divine  will,  is  attended  with 
great  pleafure  in  its  progrefs,  as  well  as 
crowned  with  unfpeakable  felicity  in  its  end. 
There  is  a  noble  fatisfaction,  a  god-like 
pleafure,  which  immediately  fprings  up  in 
the  mind,  from  the  confcioufnefs  of  having 
performed  our  duty  ;  a  joy  that  is  not  tranfi- 
ent  and  momentary,  like  the  gleam  of  a 
meteor,  but  genial,  (leady  and  permanent 
like  the  light  of  the  fun.  Pleafures  of  this 
kind  arc  known  by  experience  to  every  real 
P  4  chrif- 
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chrifllan,  in  proportion  to  the  improvement 
of  his  temper  and  conduct,  and  with  them 
the  wicked  are  utterly  unacquainted.  This 
deli rable  joy  of  heart  arifes  from  every  An- 
gle act  of  faith  and  obedience,  and  while  it 
rewards  paft  and  prefent  duty,  is  an  encou- 
ragement to  the  endeavour  after  greater  per- 
fection. If  from  truly  religious  principles 
we  relieve  the  neceffitous,  or  check  the  im- 
petuofity  of  fome  unlawful  pafTion  ;  over- 
come any  ftrong  temptation,  or  forgive  in- 
juries and  affronts,  we  inflantly  feel  the  ap- 
probation of  confcience,  like  an  inward 
voice  whifpering  to  us,  "This  is  the  way, 
"  walk  herein."  "  The  good  man,"  as  So- 
lomon juflly  obferves,  "  is  fatisfied  from  him- 
"  felf,"  not  as  if  his  attainments  and  plea- 
fures  were  from  himfelf,  as  their  original 
caufe,  but  from  the  progrefs  of  divine  prin- 
ciples in  his  foul,  by  which  the  Holy  Spirit 
of  God  "  bears  witnefs  with  his  fpirit,  that 
"  he  is  a  child  of  God,  and  a  joint  heir  with 
"Chrift"  of  the  kingdom  of  glory.  The 
heathens,  who  had  only  the  light  of  nature, 
could  aiTert  that  virtue  was  its  own  reward, 
and  furely  the  idea  of  virtue,    as  difplayed 

and 
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and  recommended  in  the  Gofpel,  is  not  lefs 
lovely  and  eligible  than  theirs.  ,  As  the  true 
fervice  of  Chrift  confifts  in  the  love  and  prac- 
tice of  univerfal  righteoufnefs,  it  is  highly 
fuitable  to  the  rational  nature  of  man.  It 
may  be  fummed  up  in  love  to  God,  to 
Chrift,  to  our  neighbour;  nor  is  there  any 
thing  harfti,  unreafonable  or  fevere,  in  the 
whole  courfe  of  evangelical  duty.  It  is  in- 
deed impoftible  to  defcribe  the  fecret  delights 
and  fatisfying  pleafures  which  continually 
fpring  up  in  the  minds  of  thofe  who  are  duly 
influenced  by  religion.  They  can  never  be 
fully  comprehended  except  by  thofe  who 
have  felt  them,  and  all  fuch  will  readily  tef- 
tify  that  the  ftatutes  of  the  Lord  rejoice  the 
heart,  and  tha-t  "  they  have  great  peace  who 
"  love  his  law." 

What  further  evinces  the  excellence  of 
the  divine  ftatutes  is,  that  the  joy  they  in- 
fpire  is  pure  and  unmixed.  No  uneafy  ap- 
prehenfions  of  what  may  be  the  final  confe- 
quences  of  our  obedience  can  ever  haunt  or 
difturb  US;  whereas  the  cup  of  finful  plea- 
fure  is  often  daflied  with  the  bitter  insfredi- 
ents  of  remorfe,  fufpicion  and  dread.    Many 

of 


[      218      ] 

of  the  cammon  bleiTings  of  life,  good  and 
defirable  as  they  are  in  their  place,  are  often 
mixed   wiih   many  abating   circumftances. 
Health  and  (Irength,  genius  and  learning, 
power  and-  riches,  valuable  as  they  are,  often 
bring  many  cares  v/ith  them ;  and  for  a  great 
part  of  the  fatisfaction  to  be  reaped  from 
them,    v/e  are   indebted  to   the   favour   of 
friends,  or  to  fome  other  external  caufes  ; 
but  the  enjoyments  of  the  divine  life  are  not 
founded  on  fuch  weak  and  uncertain  fupports. 
Its  fources   are  by  no  means  fo  fliallow  and 
precarious  ;  they  exift  in  the  foul,  and  can- 
not be  deftroyed  by  any  thing  from  without. 
Riches,  liberty,  friends,  reputation  and  all 
our  moil  admired  enjoyments,  even  in  their 
lonseil  duration,  muil  terminate  in  death  ; 
and  even  before  that  period  arrives,  we  may 
be  deprived  of  them.     But  neither  the  mofh 
formidable  power,  nor  the  mod  cruel  treat- 
ment, can  ever  deprive  us  of  the  pleafures 
of  a  good  confcience,  or  of  the  approbation 
and  friendfliip  of  God,  of  which  they  are  a 
proof  and   allurance.      This  is   a   treaiure 
which  the  good  man  always  carries  about 
him,  and  of  which  nothing,  except  fm,  can 

ever 
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ever  deprive  him.     When  ficknefs  feizes  us, 
embitters   all  our  temporal  comforts,    and 
renders   our  fenfes  incapable  of  receiving 
pleafure  from  their  ufual  objects,  even  then 
we  are  capable,  and  fometimes  mojl  capable 
of  relifliing  that  joy  of  heart,  which  arifes 
from  a  lively  faitjl.  in  God,  from  a  fincere 
and  habitual  attachment  to  the  divine  pre- 
cepts.    There  may  be,  and  there  often  is, 
an  excefs  of  human  enjoyment,  but  the  di- 
vine pleafure  of  which  we  are  now  fpeaking 
admits  of  no  excefs,    fince  it  is  abfolutely 
impoffible  that  we  fliould  ever  love  God  too 
much,  or  obey  him  too  well.     Nor  are  thefe 
joys,  like  temporal  delights,  diminifhed  by 
pofieffion,  but  the   more  we  purfue  them, 
the  keener  will  be  our  delire,  and  the  more 
exquilite  our  relilh  of  them.  The  more  good 
we  do,  the  more  is  the  habit  ftrengthened, 
and  with  this   our  delight  in  it  increafed  : 
hence  we  engage  in  virtuous  actions  with  a 
vigour  and  pleafure,  which  receives  no  fmall 
addition  from  the  remembrance  of  what  we 
have  before  done. 

But  the  divine  ilatutes  have  alfo  a  ten- 
dency to  rejoice  the  heart  of  every  good 
\  man 
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man  upon  reflection,  as  the  pleafure  refult- 
ing  from  them  is  not  only  renewed,  but  im- 
proved by  remembrance.  No  man  ever 
looked  back  with  averfion  or  remorfe  upon 
thofe  parts  of  his  life,  in  which  he  fteadily 
maintained  his  attachment  to  God,  and  con- 
fcientioufly  performed  his  duty.  On  the 
contrary,  it  is  the  remembrance  of  fuch  con- 
duct that  adminifters  the  beft  comfort  amidfl; 
the  pains  of  ficknefs  and  the  infirmities  of 
age ;  that  moft  effectually  blunts  the  fling 
of  death,  and  renders  a  dying  bed  peaceful 
and  eafy.  While  thoufands  of  the  oppofite 
character,  upon  the  approach  of  the  lafl 
awful,  but  inevitable  moment,  have  looked 
forward  to  another  world  with  terror,  upon 
reviewing  a  life  fpent  in  the  purfuit  of  va- 
nity, and  in  continual  difregard  to  the  divine 
will. 

The  religious  joy  which  arifes  immedi- 
ately  from  reflection  on  a  virtuous  practice, 
increafes  the  fublime  pleafure  which  fprings 
up  in  the  mind  of  the  good  man,  when  he 
contemplates  his  relation  to  his  God  and 
Saviour.  It  flrengthens  his  confidence  in 
the  protection  and  promifes  of  the  Almigh- 


C     221      ] 

tVy  and  invigorates  his  hopes  of  glory,  Iio- 
nourand  immortality. 

The  defign  of  the  Gofpel,  in  all  its  infli- 
tutions  and  requirements,  is  to  raife  us  from 
the  depths  of  fin  and  mifery,  and  to  form 
us  to  the  true  enjoyment  of  God  and  of  our- 
felves.  A  practical  regard  to  it  is,  properly 
fpeaking,  nothing  elfe  but  a  courfe  of  right 
felf  enjoyment,  fince  it  requires  of  us  to  keep 
our  pafTions  within  due  bounds,  and  in  fub- 
fervience  to  our  reafon.  It  allows  us  to  ufe 
the  good  things  of  life  with  moderation,  the 
only  way  in  which  we  can  truly  enjoy  thera. 
It  tends  to  render  us  humble  towards  God, 
juft  and  charitable  towards  our  fellow-crea- 
tures ;  and  is  it  not  evident,  that  in  propor- 
tion as  we  comply  v/ith  it  we  fhali  be  eafy 
and  happy  ?  Hence  then  we  may  juftly 
infer,  that  thofe  profeficd  Chriilians  greatly 
injure  the  Gofpel  and  miftake  its  nature,  who 
by  their  temper  and  behaviour  make  it  ap- 
pear to  others  as  of  a  gloomy  and  melan- 
choly tendency.  The  religion  of  fuch  is 
founded  in  erroneous  notions,  is  uncomfor- 
table to  themfelvcs,  and  difcouraging  to 
others.     Let  us  therefore  guard  againft  this, 

as 
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as  well  as  againfl  that  licentious  levity  which 
conftitutes  the  oppofite  extreme,  and  en- 
deavour to  be  eafy  and  cheerful  in  our 
Chriftian  courfe,  that  while  we  enjoy  plea- 
fure  in  ourfelves,  we  may  impart  it  to  others, 
and  beget  in  them  a  jufl  and  good  opinion 
of  that  religion  which  tends  to  infpire  and 
cherifh  it.  Let  us  alfo  be  thankful  to  God, 
that  he  has  not  only  connected  this  pleafure 
with  the  fincere  and  conllant  practice  of 
religion,  but  has  gracioufly  appointed  an 
eternity  of  happinefs  hereafter,  as  the  re- 
ward of  a  life  fpent  in  the  beft  enjoyment 
here.  This  proves  him  to  be  in  the  highelt 
degree  good  and  benevolent:  it  dem.on- 
ftrates,  that  fo  far  from  having  any  dehgn 
contrary  to  the  true  felicity  of  man,  he  re- 
wards him  in  proportion  as  he  labours  to 
promote  his  highefl  intereft,  and  punilhes 
him  only  in  proportion  as  he  neglects  it. 

To  conclude,  let  thofe  who  are  flrangers 
to  religion  ferioufly  confider  thefe  things, 
and  thus  become  partakers  of  true  happi- 
nefs. There  is  nothing  worthy  of  this  ex- 
alted name  in  the  paths  of  fm ;  the  joys  there 
found  are  tumultuous  and  tranfient,  and  by 

what- 
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whatever  al  1  uring-  a  pp'dla  t^biU'  'atif  %i4t;]Y!nking 
world  may  digiiiFy  ilicriV,'- the  word  of  God, 
and  the  teftimo'ny  df  alUwife^and  good  men, 
pronounce  them  folly,  <hftract'-iohafid'  ruin, 
als  they  arife  from?  the  iTifO^debafirig  and  dif- 
honourable  foureds/  e^^ en- ^«  ignorance  of 
God,  of  ourfelves  and'  of>otir  beft  interefts. 
How  long  then,  ■  O  ye  fcoi^ners  !  will '  ye  de- 
light in  mifery,  andyefimple!  will  ye  love 
folly  ?  Do  you  plead  difficulties  to  be  over- 
come ?  You  make  no  fcruple  to  purfue  the* 
vanities  of  the  world  with-incredible  toil  and' 
flavery;  pride  and  vain-glory  with  all  their 
anxiety  and  danger;  luxury  and  intempe- 
rance with  all  that  expence  and  pain,  both 
of  body  and  mind,  which  is  infeparably  coti- 
nected  with  them.  The  pleafures  of  fm  you 
can  have  only  for  a  feafon ;  and  think  what 
a  dreadful  account  mud  follow,  when,  for 
all  thefe  things,  God  fhali  bring  you  into 
judgment!  Sinful  pleafure  cannot  be  pur- 
chafed  but  at  the  price  of  your  fouls  ;  and  if 
this,  as  our  bleffed  Lord  obferves,  is  too 
much  for  the  poffeflion  of  the  zohole  world, 
it  muft  furely  be  infinitely  too  much  to  be 
given  for  a  very  fnrall  part  of  it.    Turn  then 

to 
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to  God  in  his  appointed  way  of  repentance, 
faith  and  obedience !  Turn  to  him  as  the 
fource  and  center  of  your  happinefs,  that 
you  may  be  reconciled  to  him,  that  you 
may  enjoy  his  favour  and  bleffing,  and  feel 
that  divine  pleafure  which  arifes  from  obe- 
dience. Thus  fhall  we  experience  the  truth 
of  what  has  now  been  advanced,  and  at  all 
times  have  this  for  our  rejoicing,  "  even  the 
*^  teftimony  of  our  confcience,  that  in  fim- 
"  plicity  and  godly  fmcerity  we  maintain 
"  our  converfation  in  the  world,"  and  are 
blefled  with  the  heart-cheering  profpects  of 
direction  through  life,  of  fupport  in  death, 
and  of  eternal  felicity  in  the  prefence  of  our 
God. 


SER- 
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S  E  R  MO  N    XIV. 

He  took  with  him  Peter  and  the  two  Jons  of 

Zebedee,   and  began  to  be  forrowful  and 

very  heavy.     Then  faith  he  unto  them,  my 

fold  is  exceeding  forrowful  even  unto  death, 

tarry  ye  here  and  watch  with  me. 

Matt.  xxvi.  37,  38. 

COULD  we  accurately  trace  the  hiflory 
of  fome  of  the  bed  of  men  who  have 
been  the  greateft  benefactors,  and  have  af- 
forded the  moft  excellent  examples  to  man- 
kind, perhaps  we  (liould  often  find  that  they 
have,  in  a  great  meafure,  been  qualified  for 
becoming  thus  eminently  ufeful  by  a  feries 
of  afflictions  in  early  life.  Trained  up  in 
this  fchool  of  providence,  they  were  forti- 
fied againfl  the  feducing  allurements  of  plea- 
fure,  and  were  formed  to  habits  of  patience, 
circumfpection,  diligence  and  fubmifliono 
By  thefe  their  minds  were  fteeled,  and  ren- 
(Jered  firm  to  combat  ail  oppofition,  and  at 

Q  length 
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length  to  rife  with  a  noble  fuperiority  over 
all  the  difficulties  that  might  befet  them. 

This  was  eminently  the  cafe  of  our  blef- 
fed  Lord,  who,  in  his  relative  character  as 
the  great  Captain  of  falvation  to  all  his  faith- 
ful followers,  was  through  fuffering  made 
perfect  for  this  exalted  office.  His  trials 
began  very  early  in  life,  but  were  mofl  re- 
markable from  the  commencement  of  his 
public  minillry  till  his  death.  In  this  (liort 
interval  of  about  three  years,  his  life  was  al- 
moft  one  continued  feries  of  diftreffes,  that 
followed  each  other  in  a  very  rapid  fuccef- 
fion.  Yet  great  as  thefe  were,  they  were 
far  exceeded  by  thofe  which  befel  him  from 
the  cohclulion  of  the  Pafchal  Supper  to  the 
time  of  his  being  apprehended,  tried,  con- 
demned and- crucified.  This  fhort  interval 
was  filled  up  with  much  more  fevere  diftrefs 
than  ever  before  or  fmce  has  fallen  to  the  lot 
of  any  of  the  Tons  of  men,  and  recommends 
him  to  our  regard,  as  that  "  man  of  forrows 
"  and  acquainted  with  grief,"  whom  the 
evangelical  prophet  Ifaiah  had  foretold. 

It  is  upon  one  of  the  mod  remarkable  and 
inflructive   fcenes    of   thefe  extraordinary 

trials 
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trials  that  I  would  now  wifli  to  fix  your  at- 
tention ;  and  may  we  fo  attend  to  our  great 
mafter's  edifying  example,  that  our  faith 
and  attachment  to  him,  our  patience  and 
fubraiffion  under  the  hand  of  God,  and  our 
Chriftian  fortitude  and  dihgence  may  be 
happily  improved  by  thefurvey.  '''' 

The  facts  related  by  our  evangelifl  in  the 
text  and  following  verfes,  happened  in  the 
garden  of  Gethfemane,  whither  he  had  re- 
tired with  his  difciples,  with  a  full  know- 
ledge of  what  he  was  to  undergo,  and  with 
a  determined  refolution  to  face  the  ftorms 
of  affliction  which   beat   fo  heavily  upon 

The  firft  circumftance  of  this  tranfaction 
which  claims  our  attention  is^that  our  Lord 
felected  only  three  difciples  to  be  witn^fres 
of  what  he  was  then  to  fuffer.  We  are  Jfold 
that  when  he  entered  the  garden,  he  left  the 
greater  part  of  his  difciples  juft  within  the 
gate,  faying  to  them,  "  Sit  ye  here  while  I 
"  go  and  pray  yonder."  Probably  knowing 
the  weaknefs  of  their  faith,  he  was  certain 
that  they  would  immediately  and  entirely 
renounce  his  caufe  had  they  been  permitted 
Q  2  to 
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to  behold  wh^t  he  was  then  about  to  fuffer. 
For  which  reafon  he  mentioned  only  a  part 
of  his  defign  in  the  words  juft  cited,  leaving 
them  to  be  informed  of  the  reft  of  it  at  a 
more  convenient  feafon.    In  this  he  difplay- 
ed  the  moft  wife  and  prudent  concern ,  for 
their  beft  interefts.    He  took  with  him  fur- 
ther into  the  garden  only  Peter,  James  and 
John,  three  difciples  whom  he  had  always 
diftinguifhed  on  account  of  their  particular 
attachment  to  him  :  St.  Peter  for  the  fervour 
of  his  friendfhip  and  zeal ;  St.  John,  his  yet 
more  intimate  and  beloved  difciple,  for  the 
natural    fweetnefs     and     affection     of    his 
temper ;  and  St.  James  on  account  of  his 
lirmnefs  and  .conftancy.    While  he  fmcerely 
loved  all  his  difciples,  he  had,  for  the  above 
reafons,  a  particular  affection  for  thefe  three, 
and  Jome  time  before  had  honoured  them 
with  new  names,  expreffive  of  his  warm  ap- 
probation of  their  refpective  characters.   To 
5imon  he  gave  the  furname  of  Peter,    or 
Cephas,  which  fignifies  a  rock,  and  that  of 
Boanerges,  oy  fons  of  thunder,  to  James  and 
John,   to  denote  their  intrepidity  in  their 
future  miniftry,  and  the  fuccefs  with  which 

it 
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it  fhould  be  attended.     It  was  likely  that 
tliefe  three  difciples  would  be  lefs  apt  to  be 
offended  at  his  fufferings  than  the  reft,  be- 
caufe  fortified  by  fome  peculiar  favours  he 
had  formerly  conferred  upon  them.  He  had 
honoured   them  above  their  brethren,    by 
permitting  them  to  accompany  him  to  the 
mount  of  transfiguration,  where  they  beheld 
him  in  a  wonderful  manner  clothed  with  the 
fchekinah  or  divine  glory,  "  when  his  face 
"  fhone  like  the  fun,    and  his  raiment  was 
"  white  as  the  light ;"  where  they  faw  Mofes 
and  Elias  talking;  ^vith  him  concernino;  his 
approaching  death,    and  heard  that  voice 
from  heaven  which  pronounced  him  to  be 
the  well-beloved  Son  of  God,  and  as  fuch 
commanded  them  to   hear  him.      On  this 
mournful  occafion  they  would  naturally  re- 
collect the  glory  with  which  they  had  feen 
him  invefted  on  the  mount,  and   that  tefti- 
raony  of  thofe  two  prophets,  and  even  of 
God  himfelf  to  the  divinity  of  his  perfon  and 
mifiion,    which    they   at   that  time   heard. 
Hence  they  would  obvioufly  be  led  to  con- 
clude,  when  they  faw  him  oppreffed  with 
forro^v^  that  God,  who  had  thus  exprefsly 
O  3  approved 
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approved  liim  as  his .  beloved  Soiij   would 
not  fail  to  fupport  him. 

There  was  alfo  fomething  in  the  character 
and  conduct  of  thefe  three  favoured  apof- 
tles,  which  rendered  our  blefled  Ma  ft's 
choice  of  them  on  this  occafion  peculiarly 
proper.  St.  Peter  was  animated  with  a  very- 
high  degree  of  perfonal  regard  for  his  Lord 
which  had  often  fwelied  into  prelumption  ; 
he  had  boafted  that  he  would  follow  him, 
not  only  to  prifon,  but  even  to  death,  and 
cheerfully  lay  down  his  life  for  him  :  he  fm- 
cerely  meant  what  he  then  affirmed,  his  only 
fault  was,  that  he  over-rated  his  fortitude, 
and  depended  too  much  upon  his  own 
flrength.  St.  James  and  St.  John,  under  the 
firm  perfuafion  that  Chrift,  as  the  Meffiah, 
was  to  be  a  triumphant  temporal  prince, 
had  flattered  themlelves  with  the  hope  of 
being  the  chief  minifters  of  his  kingdom, 
and  had  prefumed  [o  far  upon  this  fplendid 
dream,  that  they  had  incurred  the  indigna- 
tion of  all  the  other  apoftles.  So  fully  were 
they  perfuaded  of  their  capacity  for  this  ex- 
alted ftation,  that  v/hen  Jefus  by  way  of  re- 
proof afked  them,  "Are  ye  able  to  drink  of 

"  the 
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*'  the  cup  that  1  fliall  drink  of;  and  t^  be 
"  baptized  with  the  baptifm  that  I  am  bap- 
"  tized  with  ?"  they  anfwered,  "  we  are 
"  able."  Their  zeal,  hke  that  of  St.  Peter, 
was  fincere,  but  was  unhappily  under  the 
direction  of  an  ambition  as  bhnd  as  it  was 
afpiring.  He  therefore  felected  thefe  three 
apoftles,  in  order  to  convince  them  by  this 
fcene,  that  to  combat  fuch  heavy  trials  as 
his,  with  courage,  dignity  and  fuccefs,  was 
by  no  means  fo  eafy  as  they  had  vainly  ima- 
gined. 

Here,  as  in  many  other  circumftances  of 
his  life,  our  bleffed  Lord  extended  his  views 
far  beyond  them  to  his  future  Church  in  all 
fucceeding  ages.  He  was  defirous  that  this 
humiliating  fcene  Ihould  be  recorded  in  a 
manner  as  circumftantial  as  thofe  more 
fplendid  parts  of  his  hiftory,  his  miracles,  his 
refurrection,  or  his  afcenfion  to  glory.  It  was 
therefore  proper  that  this  melancholy  event 
ihould  take  place  in  prefence  of  two  or  three 
witneffes,  who  might  certify  the  fact  ta  the 
world.  Thefe  feem  to  have  been  the  rea- 
fons  for  his  felecting  thefe  three  difciples, 
who,  as  his  favoured  friends,  were  mod 
O  4  worthy 
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worthy  of  his  confidence,  and  were  lefs  lia- 
ble than  the  reft  to  be  offended  at  his  fuffer- 


ings. 


Another  circumflance  which  demands  our 
attention  is  the  fevere  diflrefs  which  he  then 
underwent.    In  going  with  them  to  the  fcene 
of  this  calamitous  event,  he  began  to  unbo- 
fom  himfelf  concerning  the  fharp  affliftion 
with  which  his  heart  was  then  torn,  faying 
to  them,  in  all  the  confidence  of  the  warmeft 
friendfhip,    "  My  foul  is  exceeding  forrow- 
"  ful  even  to  death."     The  fufferings  vvhicli 
he  was  to  endure  on  that   fpot  were  fo  dif- 
trefhng  that  his  humanity  relented  on  their 
approach,  and  made  him  utter  this  poignant 
complaint.      After  having  declared  to  his 
difciples  the  extreme  forrow  with  which  he 
was  afflicted,  he  faid  to    them    'v  Tarry  ye 
"  here  and  watch  with  me."     He    feems   to 
have  fought  fome  confolation  from  the  fym- 
pathy  of  his  faithful  friends,  whom  he  felect- 
ed  to  be  witneffcs  of  his  extreme  fufferings, 
and  of  his  perfect  refignation  to  the   divine 
will,  that  he  might  form  them  to  the  fame 
temper  and  render  them  inftrumental  to  in- 
culcate it  on  others,  in  the  courfe  of  their 

future 
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future  miniflry.  He  alfo  advifed  them  to 
employ  the  time  in  watchfulnefs  and  prayer 
for  themfelves,  that  they  might  not  enter 
into  temptation,  and  might  be  preferved 
amidfl  the  approaching  trial  of  their  attach- 
ment to  him.  ^^b  r.y 

As  foon  as  he  had  given  this  order  to  his 
difciples,  we  are  informed  by  St.  Matthew 
"  that  he  went  forward  a  little,"  and  by  St. 
Luke  that  "  he  withdrew^  about  a  (tone's 
*^  cafl,"  a  dillance  fo  fmall,  that  as  it  was 
then  about  the  time  of  the  full  moon  thefe 
three  difciples  might  eafily  fee  and  hear 
what  pafled.  There  St.  Luke  tells  us  that 
"  he  kneeled  and  prayed,"  and  St.  Matthew 
that  "  he  fell  on  his  face."  He  probably 
began  his  prayer  in  a  kneeling  pofture,  till 
wrought  up  by  the  ardour  of  his  devotions, 
he  proftrated  himfelf  with  his  face  to   the 


ground. 


The  Jews  generally  prayed  (landing,  as 
is  evident  from  many  paflages  both  of  the 
Old  and  New  Tedament.  This  they  do  to 
this  day  in  compliance  with  the  cuftoms  or 
their  anceftors.  They  were  not  however 
>vholly  confined  to  this  pofture,  for  it  ap- 
pears 
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pears  from  the  facred  writings  that  they 
fometimes  prayed  kneeling.  This  pofture 
however  ^as  feldom  ufed,  except  in  fome 
extraordinary  cafes,  fuch  as  in  any  great  af- 
Hietion,  whether  perfonal  or  national,  when 
they  ufually  began  their  prayers  upon  their 
knees,  and  as  the  fervour  of  their  devotions 
increafed,  lay  proftrate  on  the  ground.  In 
this  I  believe  they  are  followed  by  the  mo- 
dern Jews,  on  their  great  day  of  expiation, 
and  on  their  faft,  on  account  of  the  dellruc- 
tion  of  the  city  and  temple  of  Jerufalem  by 
ihe  Romans.  Thus  our  bleffed  Lord,  con- 
forming to  the  cuftoms  of  his  countrymen 
in  their  extraordinary  devotions,  as  he  ad- 
vanced in  his  prayer  proftrated  his  face"  to 
the  earth.  In  this  humble  and  affecting  pof- 
ture, he  pronounced  one  of  the  befl  peti- 
tions that  was  ever  offered  to  God  :  "  O  my 
"  Father  I  if  it  be  poffible,  let  this  cup  pafs 
"  from  me  !  neverthelefs  not  as  I  will,  but 
''-  as  thou  wilt."  He  has  recourfe  in  this 
place  to  a  metaphorical  expreffion  common- 
ly ufed  by  the  Jews,  and  frequent  in  the 
Old  Teftaraent,  where  the  term  cup  often 
iignifies  any  events  lot,  or  portion  whether 


good 
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good  or  evil,  afligned  by  Providence  to  any 
of  the  fons  of  men.  Thus  we  read  of  "  the 
"  cup  of  bleffing,"  "  the  cup  of  falvation/' 
and  "  the  cup  of  affliction." 

Here  then  this  queflion  naturally  arifes, 
what  particular  affliction  our  Lord  meant 
by  this  cup,  from  which  he  thus  earneftly 
prayed  to  be  delivered.  Some  fuppofe  that 
he  here  referred  to  his  death  upon  the  crofs; 
but  this,  in  my  opinion,  is  fcarcely  proba- 
ble. This  event  he  had,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  his  miniilry,  forefeen,  and 
frequently  foretold  ;  this  he  had  often  decla- 
red himfelf  determined  to  undergo  at  the 
time  appointed  by  his  Father.  We  have  a 
remarkable  inftance  of  this  deliberate  pur- ' 
pofe  in  St.  John  xii.  27,  28,  where,  with  a 
little  difference  from  our  verhon  in  the  point- 
ing, which  both  the  original  text  and  common 
fenfe  require,  he  thus  expreffes  himfelf: 
"  Now  is  my  foul  troubled  ;  and  what,  (hall 
"  I  fay.  Father !  fave  me  from  this  hour  ? 
"  (meaning  his  approaching  death)  but  for 
*•'  this  caufe  came  I  unto  this  hour.  Father, 
*^  glorify  thy  name  !"  That  it  was  not  the 
fear  of  dying  on  the  crofs  that  made  lilm 

pray 


C   -^3(^    ] 

pray  in  the  manner  here  related,  is  further 
evident  from  this  circumftance,  that  to  fup- 
pofe  it  would  greatly  degrade  his  character. 
Suppofe  his  fufferings  as  terrible  as  poffible, 
clothe  them  with  all  the  aggravating  cir- 
cumftances  imaginable,  yet  if  no  more  is  in- 
cluded in  them  than  the  pains  of  death  ;  for 
Jefus  to  have  fhrunk  at  the  profpect  of  them, 
when  his  humanity  was  flrengthened  far  be- 
yond the  common  pitch  of  mortals,  would 
fuppofe  him  to  betray  a  weaknefs,  to  which 
many  celebrated  heroes  of  Pagan  antiquity 
were  flrangers,  and  to  which  even  many  of 
the  followers  of  Chrift  were  fuperior,  when, 
for  their  attachment  to  his  caufe,  they  fub- 
mitted  without  the  lead  reluctance  to  death 
in  its  moft  dreadful  and  agonizing  forms. 
Hence  it  fhould  appear,  that  by  the  pointed 
exprelTion  this  cup,  our  Lord  prayed  to  be 
delivered,  not  from  his  approaching  death, 
but  from  the  fevere  diflrefs  which  he  at  that 
time  endured  ;  and  to  this  the  author  of  the 
Epiftle  to  the  Hebrews  feems  to  refer,  when 
he  obferves  that  he  '*'  was  heard  in  that  he 
•'  feared.'^ 

St.  Matthew  and  Mark  inform  us  that  our 

bleffed 
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blefTed  Lord  repeated  this  fervent  prayer 
three  times,  and  without  doubt  he  added 
more  than  is  here  recorded.  This  was  cuf- 
toraary  among  the  Jews  in  feafons  of  more 
than  common  diftrefs ;  accordingly  St.  Paul 
tells  us  that  when  under  a  fevere  trial,  which 
he  calls  the  meffenger  of  Satan,  '-he;  be- 
"  fought  the  Lord  thrice,  that  it  might  de- 
"  part  from  him."  In  conformity  with  this 
prevailing  cuftorn  our  Saviour  thricerepeat-r 
ed  his  fupplication,  and  the  fervour  of  his 
devotions  increafed  as  his  terrors  were  mul- 
tiplied. He  here  admirably  exemplified  his 
own  leflbn,  in  the  parable  of  the  importu- 
nate widow,  "that  men  ought  always  to 
'Vpray  and  not  to  faint."  Af/i^h'; 

While  thus  fervently  addrefilng  himfelf 
to  his  heavenly  Father,  f  his  agony;  of  mind 
rofe  to  fuch  a  degree  that,  as  St.  Luke  re- 
lates, *'  his  fweat  was  as  it  were  great  drops  of 
"blood  falling  down  to  theground.  The  moil 
rational  commentators,  among  whom  is.  tfee 
learned  Grotius,  have- taken  this  expreflipri 
in  a  metaphorical  fenfe,  as  fignifying  only 
an  exceflive  and  profufe  fweat  which  fell 
from  him  in  great  drops,  refembling  in  coh-- 
.^.,,.c<.  filience 
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fiftence  and  fize  only,  drops  of  blood. 
Others  have  obferved,  that  the  Greek  par- 
ticle, which  is  rendered  as  it  were,  fome- 
times  denotes  not  merely  fimilitude,  but 
reality,  and  fuppofe  that  our  Lord's  fweat 
on  this  occafion  was  really  mixed  with  blood 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  its  colour  and  confif- 
t^nce  was  as  if  it  had  been  wholly  blood.  In 
fupport  of  this  opinion  many  cafes  of  fuch 
fweats  have  been  related  *.  Not  to  detain 
you  with  thefe,  I  fiiall  obferve,  that  this  con- 
flict of  our  bleffed  Lord  is,  by  St.  Luke, 
with  great  propriety  denominated  an  agony, 
which  term  is  often  ufed  by  the  Greek  wri- 
ters to  exprefs  the  anxiety  and  difquietude 
of  a  general,  when  preparing  to  give  a  de- 
cifive  battle,  from  the  uncertainty  of  the 
event,  and  an  apprehenfion  of  its  vaft  impor- 

*  Voltaire,  an,  amiiur  not  to  be  fufpectod  of  favouring 
Chriftianity,  iii  hTs  Univcrfal  Hiftory,  thus  fpeaks  of  thq 
death  of  Charles  IX.  "©f  France,  on  whofe  nanic  the  hor- 
rid! Inaillilre  of  the- f^bteftants  on  St.  Bartholomeu''s  day 
has  fLaraped^tei;n^l.iiifximy.  •  ".  The  malady,  of  which  he 
"  ^ied  was  very  extraordinary.;  his  blood  gufhed  out 
'*  through  all  his  p'ores.  This  accident,  of-  which  lliere 
i';aKe  feme  inllances.oa  record,  was  owing  either  to  ex- 
".xj^^iye  fear,  to ^  violent  .paflion,  or  to  a  warm  and  mc- 
"  lancixojv t oi; Hitution . " 

^'  •'-^■'  tance 
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tance  to  his  country  and  himfelf,  Tliis  word 
is  therefore  jultly  applied  to  our  Lord's  dif- 
trefs  on  this  melancholy  occafion,  as  lie  was 
then  about  to  enter  upon  a  conflict  of  the 
utrnoft  importance,  not  to  a  pardcislar 
country,  but  to  mankind  at  large.  But  hk 
heavenly  Father  did  not  leave  him.  Thoagli 
the  cup  did  not  pafs  away  from  him,  he 
was  enabled  to  drink  it  even  to  the  drei^s, 
and  was  carried  triumphantly  through  all 
the  bitternefs  of  his  trials,  from  which,  like 
the  fun  Vv^hen  it  has  been  for  fome  time  dar- 
kened with  an  eclipfe,  his  character  broke 
forth  and  ihone  with  improved  luilre. 

Several  interelling  particulars  relating  to 
this  portion  of  our  Lord's  fuffetings  remain 
to  be  confidered;  but  as  the  time  will  BOt 
permit  me  to  examine  them  full}^,  I  Ihall  de- 
fer them  to  another  opportunity. 

In  the  mean  time,  and  as  a  proper  con- 
cluhon  to  what  has  now  been  offered,  let  us 
attend  to  fome  important  troths  fuggeiled 
by  tliis  account.  '- 

Hence  then  the  chriflian  may  learn  that 
heavy  afflictions  are  no  abfolute  marks  of 
the  divine  difpleafurc.     Even  wheii  inflicted 

upon 
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upon  the  wicked  and  abandoned,   though 
they  are  the  juft  punifhment   of  fin,    they 
are  (lill  full  of  mercy  in  their  defign,    and 
their  feverity  is  tempered  with   kindnefs  in 
the  intention  with  which  they  are  difpenfed. 
They  are  defigned  on  the  part  of  God   to 
rouze  fmners  from  the  thoughtleffnefs  with 
which   they    proceed    in    their  dangerous 
courfe,  to  make  them  feel  their   own  infuf- 
ficiency  and  emptinefs  and  that  of  all  earth- 
ly comforts,  to  bring  them  to  ferious  conli- 
deration- — to  lead  them  to  inquire  why  God 
contends  with  them — to  render  them  fenli- 
ble  of  the  evil  and  danger  of  their  vicious 
conduct,  to  humble  them   in  deep  repen- 
tance— to  make  them  fervent  in  their  fup- 
plication  for  pardon — to  incline  them  to 
feek  the  falvation  offered  in  the  gofpel,  and 
to  comply  with  the  terms  upon  which  alone 
it  can  be  obtained — to  render  fin  hateful  to 
them — by  degrees  to  fubdue  and  cure  this  fa- 
tal malady  of  the  foul,    and   form  them  to 
moral  health  and  vigour  of  mind,  that  from 
being  the  flaves  of  iniquity,    they   may    be- 
come fervants  of  righteoufnefs  and  heirs  of 
the  grace  of  life.     Afflictions,  under  the  di- 
vine 
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vine  bleRing,  have  been  the  happy  means  of 
thus  transforming  fome  of  the  worft  offen- 
ders, fo  as  to  render  them  fincere  penitents, 
and  as  eminent  for  their  piety  and  virtue  as 
they  had  once  been  for  the  contrary  cha- 
racter. 

If  we  may  thus  reafon  concerning  fevere 
afflictions  with  relation  even  to  the  wicked 
and  profane,  much  more  may  we  venture 
to  affirm  that  they  are  no  abfolute  marks  of 
divine  difpleafure  when  inflicted  upon  thofe 
who  are,  in  the  main,  pious  and  virtuous 
Chriftians.  Our  blefled  Redeemer  was  emi- 
nently "  a  man  of  forrows  and  acquainted 
"  with  grief;"  and  the  apofhle  reprefents  the 
great  Captain  of  our  falvation  as  "  made 
"  perfect  through  fuffering."  Can  we  then 
wonder  that  God  often  tries  the  befl  of  his 
followers  by  fevere  afflictions?  He  thus 
deals  with  them  to  improve  their  virtues, 
particularly  thofe  of  a  pafTive  nature,  which 
are  chiefly  exercifed  and  fl;rengthened  by 
adverfity.  By  thefe  difpenfations  he  pre- 
vents them  from  contracting  too  fond  an  af- 
fection for  this  alluring  world  ;  and  proves 
that  religion  affords  the  moft  folid  fupport, 

R  and 
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and  moft  animating  confolations  under  thofe 
afflictions  which  are  common  to  all  man- 
kind, and  which  finriers  as  well  as  faints  are 
often  obliged  to  undergo. 

Should  therefore  afflictions  be  the  portion 
of  any  of  you,  remember  that  your  heavenly 
Father  dealt  thus,  though  in  a  degree  much 
more  fevere,  with  his  beloved  Son  in  his 
agony ;  and  that  the  fame  love  which  held 
out  this  cup  of  affliction  to  the  Captain  of 
your  falvation,  calls  you,  in  your  meafure, 
to  drink  of  it,  that  you,  in  your  degree, 
may  be  made  perfect  to  ferve  God  and  ob- 
tain his  glory,  as  your  divine  Leader  was. 
*•'  Strengthen,"  therefore,  O  dejected  Chrif- 
tian,  "  the  hands  that  hang  down,  and  con- 
"  firm  the  feeble  knees."  Faint  not  in  the 
day  of  adverfity,  but  remember  the  exhor- 
tation that  fpeaks  to  you  as  children,  and 
which  in  the  agony  of  Chrifl;  addreffes  you 
in  a  manner  the  moft  forcible  and  engaging. 
••'  Whom  the  Lord  loveth  he  chafteneth,  and 
**  fcourgeth  every  fon  whom  he  receiveth. 
"  If  ye  endure  chaftening,  God  dealeth  with 
"  you  as  with  fons  ;  for  what  fon  is  there 
"  whom  the  father  chafteneth  not  ?     We 

"  have 
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*'  have  had  fathers  of  our  flefh  who  correct- 
"  ed  us,  and  we  gave  them  reverence,  fliall 
*'  we  not  much  more  be  in  fubjection  to  the 
*'  Father  of  fpirits  and  live  ?  For  they  ve- 
"  rily  for  a  few  days  chaftened  us  after  their 
*'  own  pleafure,  but  he  for  our  profit,  that 
"  we  might  be  partakers  of  his  hohnefs.'* 
Hence  we  may  alfo  learn,  that  prayer  and 
rehgnation  are  the  moft  effectual  fupports 
under  afflictions.  If  a  Chriftian  neglects 
thefe,  in  vain  will  he  apply  to  worldly  com- 
forts ;  they  may  flatter,  but  they  cannot  re- 
lieve ;  and,  like  the  feeble  reed,  will  fail 
under  the  preffure,  and  wound  the  hand  that 
reclines  upon  them.  Prayer  and  refignation 
were  the  fupports  of  our  bleffed  Lord  at  all 
times,  and  efpecially  in  the  trying  fcenes  of 
which  we  have  juft  taken  a  furvey  ;  and  thefe 
are  the  only  effectual  fupports  of  his  follow- 
ers. Indeed  fnicere  and  humble  prayer  will 
naturally  produce  refignation,  while  this,  in 
its  turn,  will  adminifter  confidence  and  fer- 
vour to  prayer.  But  as  you  would  wifli  to 
reap  thefe  confolations  from  religion,  let  me 
intreat  you  to  make  a  devotional  temper  and 
practice  habitual  to  you,  by  the  frequent 
R  2  exer- 
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exercife  of  prayer  throughout  the  whole  of 
your  lives,  daily  applying  with  humble  filial 
boldnefs  to  the  throne  of  God,  that  "  you 
"  may  receive  mercy  to  pardon,  and  grace 
"  to  help  you  in  every  time  of  need." 


SER^ 
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SERMON     XV. 

Ajid  there  appeared  an  angel  unto  him  from 
heaven  Jtrengthening  him.  And  being  in 
an  agony  he  prayed  more  earnejlly,  and  his 
fweat  was  as  it  were  great  drops  of  blood 
falling  down  to  the  growid.  And  when  he 
rofe  up  from  prayer,  and  was  come  to  his 
difciples,  he  found  them  feeping  for  for  row, 
and  faid  u7ito  them.  Why  fleep  y£  ?  Rife 
and  pray,  lefl  ye  enter  into  temptation. 

St,  Luke  xxii.  43,  44,  45,  46. 

IT  is  an  obfervation  of  the  celebrated  Se- 
*  neca,  that  *•'  there  is  not  in  the  whole 
"  world  an  object  more  worthy  of  our  atten- 
"  tion,  and  even  of  that  of  heaven,  than  a 
"  good  man  acquitting  himfelf  with  patience, 
"  fortitude  and  rehgnation,  under  heavy 
"  and  undeferved  afflictions."  The  jultice 
'*  of  this  obfervation  is  obvious ;  nor  has  any 
perfon  ever  yet  exifted  to  whom  it  can  be  fo 
fully  applied  as  to  our  bleffed  Lord:  it 
agrees  with  his  life  in  general,  but  is  more 
R  3  parti- 
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parliculaily  applicable  to  him  during  his 
agony,  and  all  the  fcenes  which  in  rapid 
fucceflion  followed  this,  till  they  were  clofed 
by  his  ignominious  crucifixion. 

In  what  has  been  already  treated  in  a  for- 
mer difcourfe,  we  offered  fome  conjectures 
on  the  caufe  of  our  Lord's  felecting  three 
difciples  to  be  more  immediately  prefent 
during  his  agony,  together  with  a  few  obfer- 
vations  on  his  agony  and  prayer,  from  which 
fome  practical  remarks  were  deduced,  ten- 
ding to  comfort  the  afflicted,  and  to  excite 
all,  from  the  example  of  our  bleffed  Savi- 
our, to  form  themfelves  to  habits  of  prayer 
and  refignation. 

Let  us  now  inquire  what  were  probably 
the  immediate  caufes  of  his  diflreffmg  agony. 
Many  divines  have  fuppofed  that  his  diftrefs 
in  this  fcene  was  occafioned  by  his  being  for 
that  time  the  real  object  of  God's  wrath  and 
indignation.  This  however  is  much  eafier 
to  be  affirmed  than  proved,  and  implies  an 
opinion  that  is  by  no  means  honourable  ei- 
ther to  our  bleffed  Saviour  or  to  his  hea- 
venly Father,  In  oppofition  to  this  gloomy 
hypothefis,  it  may  be  obferved,  that  in  the 
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hiflory  of  Chrift's  pafTion,  we  have  not  one 
in  fiance  of  his  having  any  apprehenfion  of 
the  interruption  of  his  Father's  love  :  on  the 
contrary,  he  always  prays  to  him  in  the  mod 
perfect  confidence  of  his  affection.  A  little 
before  this,  and  in  full  refolution  to  devote 
hirafelf  to  that  death  for  which  he  came  into 
the  world,  he  had  faid,  *'  Father,  glorify  thy 
"  name."  He  breathes  the  fame  fentiment 
in  that  animated  and  pathetic  prayer  in  the 
17th  chapter  of  St.  John,  where  he  deli- 
berately devotes  himfelf  to  death  in  thofe  re- 
markable words  with  which  this  prayer 
begins  ;  "  Father,  the  hour  is  come,  glorify 
"  thy  Son  that  thy  Son  alfo  may  be  glorified 
"  in  thee."  Here,  as  well  as  in  the  prayer 
in  his  agony,  he  calls  upon  God  as  his  Fa- 
ther whom  he  loved,  and  by  v/hom  he  was 
dill  beloved  with  a  reciprocal  affection.  And 
after  this  can  we  fuppofe  that  he  was  at  this 
time  the  real  object  of  God's  difpleafure? 
It  is  indeed  true  that  he  fuffered  for  the  fins 
of  mankind,  but  it  is  equally  true  that  he 
was  a  willing  victim,  and  fuffered  voluntarily, 
"  the  juft  for  the  unjufl."  Accordingly  his 
death  upon  the  crofs  is  faid  to  have  been  a  fa- 
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crifice  with  which  God  was  well  pleafed,  and 
in  allufion  to  the  ofiering  of  incenfe  under 
the  law,  "  an  offering  of  a  fweet-fmelHng 
"  favour  acceptable  to  God ;"  fince  his  fub- 
mitting  to  the  death  of  the  crofs  was  only 
the  concluding  ftep  of  the  mod  perfect  obe- 
dience and  love  to  his  heavenly  Father,  and 
of  benevolence  to  his  faithful  followers,  we 
may  reafonably  fuppofe  that  he  was  never 
more  dear  to  God  than  when  he  fuffered  in 
the  garden,  and  afterwards  on  the  crofs. 

Various  circumflances  may  be  afTigned  as 
the  immediate  caufes  of  his  agony,  without 
fuppofmg  that  he  was  the  object  of  God's 
indignation  either  on  this  or  on  any  other 


occalion. 


If  we  attend  to  the  New  Tedament,  we 
find  that  when  Chrift  came  into  the  world, 
he  affumed  our  nature,  attended  with  all  the 
feelings,  paffions  and  unavoidable  infirmities 
of  humanity,  that  "  being  made  like  unto 
"  his  brethren,  and  tempted  (or  rather  tried) 
"  in  all  points,  as  we  are,  though  without 
"  fm,"  he  might  in  all  refpects  be  a  complete 
example  of  obedience  to  his  followers. 
There  are  men  indeed  who,  from  a  natural 
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infenfibility  of  heart,  and  hardinefs  of  dif- 
pofition,  are  flrangers  to  apprehenfion,  ei- 
ther for  themfelves  or  others.  Thefe  meet 
danger  with  a  boldnefs,  which  is  often  de- 
rived from  conftitution  rather  than  from 
principle,  and  for  thefe  to  acquire  fortitude 
from  reafon  or  religion,  is  comparatively  an 
eafy  tafk.  But  natural  endowments  of  this 
kind,  which  are  peculiar  to  a  kw,  were  by 
no  means  fuited  to  a  perfon  who  was  de- 
figned  by  Providence  as  an  univerfal  exam- 
ple. Accordingly  we  find  nothing  of  this 
kind  in  the  character  of  Chrift,  who  was  of 
a  difpofition  peculiarly  mild  and  tender,  of 
exquifite  fenfibility,  and  fufceptible  of  all 
the  foft  and  melting  tones  of  humanity.  Of 
this  we  find  many  inftances  in  his  hiftory. 
At  the  grave  of  Lazarus,  though  he  knew 
that  he  fiiould  foon  reftore  him  to  life  and  to 
his  friends,  he  was  fo  deeply  affected  that  he 
wept.  Though  well  acquainted  with  the 
malignant  hatred  of  the  Jews  towards  him, 
and  with  the  cruel  treatment  which  their 
council  and  the  ecclefiaftical  government 
of  Jerufalem  would  inflict  upon  him,  yet 
he  filed  tears  over  this  devoted  city,   upon 
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a  view   of   the   dreadful  calamities  Which 
would  befal  it  in  confequence  of  their  exe- 
crable barbarity  to  him.     Though  we  never 
find  our  Lord  deficient  in   firmnefs   upon 
proper  occafions,  yet  his  fortitude  always 
appears  to  be  the  refuk  of  principle,  rather 
than  of  conititution,  and  though  it  enabled 
him  to  encounter  every  diltrefs  and  difficul- 
ty, when  the  interefts  of  his  million  required 
it,^  yet  it  was  not  of  that  oflentatious  nature, 
as  to  lead  him  either  to  court  needlefs  dan- 
ger, or  to  affect  an  appearance  of  infenfibi- 
lity  to  the  evils  which  awaited  him.     To  a 
perfon  of  our  Lord's  temper  there  were  ma- 
ny circumftances  in  the  fcenes  now  before 
him,  which  might  deeply  affect  him  ;  ^  and 
this  fenfibility,  fo  far  from  impeaching  his 
fortitude,  fets  it  in  a  more  amiable  point  of 
light.     He  was  now  upon  the  fpot  where  he 
was  to  prepare  to  meet  his  fuiferings.     To 
connect  ideas  of  events  with  places  is  natu- 
ral to  the  mind.    Had  we  a  caufe  to  litigate, 
or  were  we  called  upon  to  defend  our  coun- 
try,  the  entrance  into  the  court  of  judica- 
ture, or  the  firft  view  of  the  field  of  battle, 
would  probably  give  a  more  warm  and  fen- 
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fible  turn  to  the  affections  and  paflions  than 
we  fhould  feel  during  the  whole  of  the  trial 
orin  the  actual  engagement.  And  if  this  was 
not  exactly  the  cafe  with  our  Lord,  yet  as  he 
came  hither  on  purpofe  to  prepare  himfelf 
to  meet  his  fufferings,  thefe,  with  all  their 
train  of  circumftances  and  confequences, 
muft  neceflarily  be  prefented  in  full  view  to 
his  imagination.  By  a  mind  like  his  the 
profpect  of  a  perfonal  difgrace  and  pain 
would  probably  be  more  eafily  furmounted, 
than  many  other  circumflances  that  related 
to  the  caufe  for  which  he  was  to  fuffer.  Yet 
it  is  poffible  that  in  order  to  render  the 
difpl^y  of  his  fortitude  more  illuftrious,  the 
apprehenfion  of  the  dreadful  death  he  was 
to  undergo,  might  be  permitted  to  make  a 
deeper  impreffion  at  that  time  than  ordinary 
upon  his  mind.  But  through  the  whole  of 
his  fufferings,  as  well  as  in  his  life,  he  ex- 
prelfed  more  concern  for  others  than  for 
himfelf;  and  we  may  therefore  fuppofethat, 
on  this  occafion,  his  fenfibility  was  excited 
more  on  account  of  thofe  for  whom  he  fuf 
fered,  than  from  any  perfonal  apprehenfions 
of  pain,  diftrefs  or  ignominy.     This  com- 
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pafTion  evidently  appears  in  his  difcour fe  to 
the  women  who  followed  him.    "  Daughters 
**  of  Jerufalem,  weep  not  for  me,  but  weep 
"  for  yourfelves  and  for  your  children."  He 
faw  that  one  of  his  difciples  would  bafely 
betray  him,  that  another  would  deny  him, 
that  all  would  defert  him,  that  by  their  re- 
jection and  cruel  treatment  of  him,  his  coun- 
trymen would  draw  down  the  feverefl  cala- 
mities upon  themfelves,  that,  in  the  mofl 
aggravated  fenfe,  "  his  blood  would  be  upon 
"  them  and  upon  their  children."     All  thefe 
v/ere  ideas  which  then  prefented  themfelves 
to  his  mind,  and  which  could  not  but  deep- 
ly affect  a  heart  endued  with  exquifite  fen- 
fibility.     To  thefe  were  added  other  views 
more  extenfive,  and  therefore  to  his  capa- 
cious foul  more  affecting.     Such  were  the 
lively  and  formidable  views  of  the  odious  de- 
formity of  fm,  and  the  fatal  effects  of  moral 
diforderin  the  works  of  God;  objects  which, 
to  a  mind  fo  enlightened,  fo  pure  and  benevo- 
lent, muff  have  appeared  in  their  true  malig- 
nity and  mifchievous    confequences.      He 
felt,  feverely  felt,  for  all  mankind  :   felt  the 
moft  heart- wringing  compaffion  for  a  world 
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"  dead  in  trefpaffes  and  fins  ;"  for  multitudes 
whom  he  faw  wantonly  fporting  with  dcf- 
truction,  and  obftinatelv  rufliing  into  it* 
With  what  additional  anguifh  muil  his  foal 
have  been  wrung,  when  he  forefaw  that, 
after  all  the  affecting  proofs  of  his  love  and 
concern,  his  gracious  offers  would  be  flight- 
ed by  a  thoughtlefs  ungrateful  world ;  that 
thoufands  who  were  called  by  his  name, 
would  reflect  difgrace  upon  his  caufe,  and 
by  their  fins  and  perfecuting  fpirit  crocify 
*'  anew  the  Lord  of  life,  and  put  him  to 
"  open  fhame." 

By  being  moll  exquifitely  fenfible  of  thin 
fevere  diftrefs,  our  blelfed  Saviour,  became 
not  only  an  illuflrious  example  of  that  true 
fortitude,  which,  upon  religious  principles^ 
overcomes  the  natural  fenfe  and  apprehen- 
fion  of  evil ;  but  alfo  a  remarkable  inftance 
of  the  efficacy  of  refignation  and  prayer  in 
drawing  down  affiftance  from  the  throne  of 
God.  The  Father  of  Mercies  was  pleaied 
to  give  him  a  vifible  token  of  his  being 
heard,  for  St.  Luke  informs  us  that  there 
appeared  to  him  an  angel  from  heaven 
ftrengthening  him. 

The 
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The  lafl  circumftance  in  this  account  of 
which  we  fhall  take  notice  is  the  fraihy  of 
his  difciples  during  this  fcene,  and  his  beha- 
viour towards  them  on  this  occahon. 

At  firfl  view  it  may  feem  aftonifhing  that 
they  could  yield  to  fleep  when  they  faw  the 
extreme  diftrefs  of  their  Mafter,  and  after 
he  had  exprefsly  defired  them  to  watch  with 
him.  Their  drowfmefs  however  did  not 
proceed  from  indifference  or  infenfibility. 
They  fincerely  loved  their  Lord,  and  loved 
him  at  that  time  as  much  as  ever  ;  but  per- 
haps as  they  heard  him  pray  fo  fervently 
that  if  it  were  poflible  God  would  permit 
"  this  cup  to  pafs  away  from  him,"  they 
might  conclude  that  his  forrows  would  im- 
mediately ceafe,  and  that  there  was  no  need 
for  their  watching  any  longer.  St.  Luke 
tells  us  that  they  (lept  from  forrow :  nor  is 
this  unlikely;  for  though  care  and  difqui- 
etude  will  often  prevent  fleep,  forrow,  when 
long  and  exceffive,  fometimes  exhaufls  the 
fpirits  and  inclines  to  heavinefs.  It  ought 
alfo  to  be  obferved,  as  fome  cxcufe  for  their 
frailty,  that  for  fome  days  and  nights  pre- 
ceding, they  had  been  much  fatigued  and 
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exliaufled  with  long  watchings,  and  with  ex- 
ceflTive  grief  on  their  Mafler's  account  and 
on  their  own. 

We  are  naturally   led   here   to    obferve 
what  was  the  conduct  of  thefe  difciples  on  a. 
former  occahon,  when  on  perceiving  Chriil 
deeping  in  their  company,    they  rafhly  ima- 
gined that  he  neglected  them.     The  paffaee 
to  which  I  refer  is  recorded  in  the  clofe  of 
St.  Mark  v.     Vv^e  are  there  informed  that  a 
furious    temped    arifing   while  they   were 
croffing  the  lake  of  Gennefaret,  Jefus,  wea- 
ried with  the    fatigues   he  had  undergone, 
amidfl  all  the  horrors  of  the  (form  funk  into 
profound  fleep.     Alarmed  at  the  danger  of 
their   fituatlon,    they   awakened   him  with 
their  cries,  and  forgetting  the  refpect  they 
owed  him,  prefumed  fo  far  as  to  accufe  him 
of  neglect,  faying  to  him,  "  Mafter,  cared 
*•  thou  not  that  we  nerifh  ?"     This  charo-e 

1  o 

was  equally  indifcreet  and  unjuft  ;  but  their 
Lord  excufed  it  on  account  of  the  weaknefs 
of  their  faith  and  the  ftrength  of  their  fears. 

But  how  widely  different  from  this,  was 
his  behaviour  to  them  when  he  found  them 
fieeping  during  his  agony  I—No  anger,  no 

fevere 
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fevere  reproach  efcaped  from  his  lips ;  but 
all  that  he  faid  was  kind  and  gentle  like  him- 
felf.  Three  times  he  found  them  fleeping, 
when,  during  the  Ihort  intervals  between 
each  of  his  prayers,  he  came  to  them.  The 
lirll  time  he  addreffed  himfelf  principally  to 
St.  Peter,  faying,  "  Simon,  fleepeft  thou  ?  " 
Thou  who  haft  been  fo  forward  to  declare 
thy  readinefs  to  die  with  and  for  me,  "  couldft 
"  thou  not  watch  with  me  one  hour  ?"  to 
which  he  added  "  watch  ye  and  pray  left  ye 
"  enter  into  temptation  :"  that  is.  If  ye  will 
not  watch  with  me,  watch  and  pray  for 
yourfelves,  that  ye  may  not  fail  under  the 
heavy  trials  which  are  foon  coming  upon 
you.  But  how  generous  and  friendly  is  the 
excufe  he  makes  for  their  conduct !  "  The 
"  fpirit  truly  is  willing,  but  the  fleftiis  weak." 
How  affectionate  this  remark,  in  which  he 
acknowledges  the  fincerity  of  their  profefled 
affection  for  him,  and  places  their  negli- 
gence to  the  account  of  human  frailty  !  His 
joining  this  kind  apology  to  his  reproof  is 
the  more  worthy  of  notice  as  his  mind  was 
at  that  time  difcompofed  with  forrow,  which 
muft  have  made  him  more  keenly  feel  any 
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appearance  of  neglect  on  the  part  of  his  inti- 
mate friends.  Finding  at  laft  that  what  he 
had  faid  failed  to  rouze  them  from  their 
heavinefs,  he  added,  as  the  expreffion  ought 
to  be  rendered,  *'  Do  you  fleep  on  now  and 
"  take  your  reft  ?  behold  the  hour  is  at 
*'  hand  ;  rife,  let  us  be  going,  behold  he  is 
"  at  hand  that  doth  betray  me."  This  fhews 
that  Chrift  perfectly  knew  the  precife  mo- 
ment in  which  he  fhould  be  betrayed ;  and 
hence  it  appears  that  his  placing  his  other 
difciples  juft  within  the  garden-door  and  or- 
dering them  to  watch,  was  not  becaufe  he 
needed  to  be  informed  of  the  approach  of 
Judas,  but  only  to  make  trial  of  their  con- 
ftancy  and  vigilance,  and  thus  to  convince 
them  that  thefe  were  not  fo  great  ais  they 
had  fondly  imagined. 

Having  thus  conlidered  the  feveral  parti- 
culars of  this  remarkable  account,  permit 
me  to  obferve,  that  it  affords  a  ftrong  pre- 
fumption  of  the  fidelity  of  the  evangelifts  in 
writing  their  hiftory.  This  fcene  reflected 
no  honour  upon  themfelves,  nor,  in  the 
eye  of  the  world,  upon  their  mafler.  It 
was  a  fecret  tranfaction  to  which  no  mortal 
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except  thefe   three   difciples    was    witnefs. 
Pilate  faw  nothing  of  degradation  in  the  be- 
haviour of  Chrift,  who  fpoke  to  him  with 
all  that  dignity  and  firmnefs  which  became 
the  Son  of  God  ;  fo  like  wife  he  behaved  be- 
fore  Caiaphas  and   Herod.     There  was  a 
fublime  heroifm   in  every  thing  he  faid  or 
did  in  the  prefence  of  thefe  haughty  rulers, 
which  manifefted  his  fuperiority  even  to  the 
judges  before  whom  he  was  arraigned.  From 
the  inftant  he  was  feized  till  the  moment  in 
which  he  breathed  out  his  departing  fpirit 
into  the  hands  of  his  Father,  he  difplayed 
an  eafy  grandeur  of  character  without  the 
leaft  oftentation,  a  patience,  confiftency  and 
dignity  of  mind  that  was  invincible.     In  a 
word  Chrift  never  appeared  dejected  except 
in  the  prefence  of  God  and  of  thefe  three 
difciples.     No  human  being  except  thera- 
felves,  poflefled  this  important  fecret.     We 
may  therefore  prefume,  efpecially  as  it  re- 
flects cenfure  on  their  own  behaviour,  that 
they  would  never  have  revealed  it,  and  that 
the  other  evangelifts,  as  informed  by  them, 
would  never  have  committed  it  to  writing, 
had  they  not  been  more  fwayed  by  the  love 
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of  truth  than  by  any  other  motive  whatever. 
This  (hews  them  to  be  fome  of  the  moft 
faithful  hiftorians  that  ever  exifted,  and  en- 
titles their  narrations  to  our  full  and  abfo- 
lute  credit. 

How  numerous  are  the  valuable  lefTons 
which  may  be  deduced  from  this  account  of 
our  great  mafter's  abafement.  Is  it  a  com- 
mendable Ghriftian  quality  to  be  ready  to 
undergo  the  moft  fevere  diftreffes,  and  to 
face  the  moft  formidable  dangers  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  will  of  God,  whenever  we  are 
called  out  to  heavy  trials  ?  Are  patience, 
refignation  and  fervent  prayer,  fome  of  the 
brighteft  ornaments  and  firmeft  fupports  of 
the  Ghriftian  character,  efpecially  under  cir- 
cumftances  of  complicated  diftrefs  ?  Does  a 
fuperiority  to  peeviftinefs  and  ill  natured  cen- 
fure,  under  the  neglect  of  our  intimate  friends, 
even  when  we  have  the  moft  need  of  their 
afliftance,  indicate  a  great  and  good  mind  ? 
Does  i.t  afford  peace  to  him  who  upon  prin- 
ciple practifes  it,  and  conciliate  the  affection 
of  thofe  to  whom  it  is  fhewn  ? — All  thcfe 
valuable  leffbns  may  be  learnt  from  the  in- 
ftructive  example  of  our  Lord.  All  thefe, 
S  2  permit 
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permit  me  to  add,  we  ought  to  learn  from 
the  part  of  his  hiftory  which  we  have  now 
furveyed,  which  was  recorded  for  this  among 
other  purpofes.  If  you  neglect  to  tranfcribe 
this  example  in  your  hearts  and  lives,  you 
will  be  inexcufable,  and  you  will  be  punifh- 
ed  for  it  by  a  proportionable  deficiency  in 
your  virtues  and  comforts.  Let  therefore 
the  love  which  he  manifefted  for  you  in 
thefe  fufferings  animate  yours  to  him,  and 
be  careful  to  cxprefs  it  by  an  increafing  obe- 
dience, a  clofer  imitation,  a  more  firm  reli- 
ance upon  him  as  your  all-fufficient  Saviour. 
Hence  alfo  let  the  carelefs  habitual  finner 
dread  the  divine  difpleafure,  and  be  induced 
to  turn  from  the  evil  of  his  ways,  and  to  do 
that  which  is  lawful  and  right,  that  he  may 
lave  his  foul  alive.  For  as  our^'Lord  elfe- 
where  obferves,  "  If  thefe  things  are  done 
"  in  the  green  tree,  what  (hall  be  done 
"in  the  dry?"  If  he,  perfectly  inno- 
cent, though  he  voluntarily  fuffered,  "  the 
"juft  for  the  unjuft,"  felt  fo  much  forrow 
and  diflrefs,  how  dreadful  mud  be  thofe 
terrors  that  will  crufh  the  finally  impenitent 
in  the  day  of  his  power,  when  all  who  have 
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refufed  to  fubmit  to  the  extended  fceptre  of 
his  mercy,  fiiall  fall  beneath  the  awful  rod 
of  his  juflice. 

In  fhort,  let  us  all  confider  our  perfonal 
concern  in  thefe  important  facts,  and  may 
God  render  them  everlaflingly  beneficial 
to  us. 


S  3  SER. 
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SERMON     XVI. 

Blejf^d  be  the  God'  and  Father  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chriji,  who  according  to  his  abun- 
dant mercy  hath  begotten  us  again  unto  a 
lively  hope,  by  the  refurrection  of  Jefus 
Chrijlfrom  the  dead,  to  an  inheritance  in- 
corruptible and  undcfiled,  and  that  fadeth 
not  away,  referved  in  heaven  for  you  who 
are  kept  by  the  power  of  God,  through  faith, 
unto  falvation,  ready  to  be  revealed  in  the 
laft  time,     1  Peter  i.  3,  4,5. 

DEEPLY  penetrated  as  the  Apollles  were 
with  a  fenfe  of  the   importance    and 
excellence  of  the  gofpel,    it  is    no   wonder 
that  we  fhould  find  their  epiftles  abounding 
with  congratulations  to   thofe,     who  were 
partakers  of  its  benefits ;    arid  with  grateful 
afcriptions  of  praife  to  God,  for   his  mani- 
feftation  of  his   gracious  defign  in  favour  of 
loft  mankind.      Of  this  nature  is  the  paflage 
now  read,  which  contains  a  noble  fummary 
S  4  of 
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of  our  privileges  and  hopes  as  Chriflians.  It 
is  therefore  highly  worthy  of  your  atten- 
tion ;  and  in  difcourfmg  upon  it  I  (liall  en- 
deavour to  explain  the  words  in  their  natu- 
ral connection  and  order,  and  point  out  the 
important  truths  they  fuggeft. 

Praife  is  here  afcribed  to  God,   "  who  ac- 
"  cording  to  his  abundant  mercy,    hath  be- 
*'  gotten  us  again  to  a  lively  hope." — If  thefe 
words  be  taken  in  a  limited  fenfe,  they  may 
be  confidered  as  referring  to  God,    the  ori- 
ginal caufe  of  this  falvation,  as  he  is  therein 
entitled  and  revealed  to  us  in  the  relation  of 
our  heavenly  Father.     If  they  be  extended 
to  a  larger  meaning,  they  will  then  further 
include  the  natural  evidences  of  the  human 
mind  in  favour  of  a  future  ftate,    derived 
from  the  rational  hope  and  expectation  of 
i^,.[as  well  as  the  more  clear   and  pofitive 
difcoveries  of  it  by  the  gofpel  revelation. 
In  the  former  fenfe,  '  the  meaning  will  be — 
that  the  fame  almighty  Being,  who  condef- 
cends  to  ftyle  himfelf  our  heavenly  Father, 
who   has  begotten  us   from  nothing,    and 
made  large  provifion  for  the  fupply  of  all 
our  wants  in  this  world  ;  from  his  own   ef- 
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fential  goodnefs  and  divine  benignity,  has 
in  the  fame  fenfe  begotten  us  to  a  more  ex- 
alted ftate  of  exigence,  and  raifed  us  to 
higher  honours  and  dignity  ;  to  glory  more 
permanent  and  illuflriousthan  any  this  world 
can  afford,  and  to  hopes  of  better  things 
than  earth  with  all  its  riches  can  beftow. 

If  we  confider  the  words  in  the  latter  fenfe, 
as  referring  to  the  natural  evidences  of  the 
human  mind  in  favour  of  a  future  fhate,  the 
reafoning  will  run  in  the  following  train. — 
BlefTed  be  that  God,    who,    in  the   original 
conftitution  of  our  intelligent  nature,  form- 
ed us  with  fouls  capable  of  reflecting  upon 
his  perfections,  and  of  entertaining  hopes 
of  happinefs  more  durable  than  any  this  flate 
can  afford ;  and  who  from  the  fame  mercy 
and  goodnefs,  when  men  had  perverted  the 
moral  powers  and  capacities  of  their  minds, 
and  had  funk  the  very  hope  of  immortal  feli- 
city in  a  fordid  attachment  to  this  world, 
interpofed    to    fave    them   from  this  mod 
dreadful  ruin  ;  and,  by  the  revelation  of  his 
will  and  of  a  future  life,    begat  them  again 
to  that  hope  of  an  immortal  incorruptible 
flate,  which,  by  depraving  thejr  nature,  they 
had  entirely  loft.  There 
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There  feems  to  be  reafon  for  believinsr 
that  this  more  extenfive  meaning  is  contain- 
ed in  the  words  of  the  text :  not  only  from 
the  prefumption  that  mankind  originally  en- 
tertained fome  apprehenfions  of  a  future 
ftate  ;  but  from  the  certainty  of  the  degene- 
racy of  men's  minds,  when  the  gofpel  was 
made  known.  Whence  we  may  fafely  con- 
clude, that  the  natural  evidences  of  a  future 
ftate,  even  where  admitted,  were  not,  in  ge- 
neral, fufficient  motives  to  virtue  ;  and  there- 
fore mankind  needed  the  confirmation  of 
thefe,  in  a  manner  that  fhould  excite  their 
attention,  and  make  thefe  truths  prevailing 
principles  of  obedience. 

The  hiftory  of  the  world  affords  ftrong 
reafons  for  believing  that  the  human  mind 
has  never  been  without  fuch  evidence  of  a 
future  ftate  as,  if  duly  attended  to,  might 
have  been  convincing.  This  is  confirmed 
by  a  comparifon  of  the  Old  and  New  Tcfta- 
ment.  We  are  told  in  the  epiftle  to  the 
Hebrews,  that  thofe  excellent  worthies 
whofe  names  ftand  enrolled  as  examples  of 
virtue,  "lived  by  that  faith,  which  was  the 
*'■  fubftance  of  things  hoped  for,  and  the  evi~ 
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"  dence  of  things  not  feen :"  that  the  patri- 
archs  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  while 
they  lived  in  Canaan,  fought  a  better,  a 
heavenly  country,  confeffing  themfelves  pil- 
grims and  ftrangers  upon  earth.  St.  Paul 
makes  this  alfo  the  belief  of  the  ten  tribes, 
grounded  upon  the  promifes  made  to  their 
fathers.  In  fhort,  after  ages  that  had  never 
received  the  Scriptures  as  the  oracles  of 
God,  in  general  allowed  the  doctrine  of  a 
future  (late,  though  from  the  ignorance  and 
depravity  of  mankind  it  was  obfcured  by 
the  mixture  of  fabulous  inventions,  by  which 
its  evidence  was  fo  weakened,  that  its  moral 
influence  was  nearly  deftroyed. 

But  Chriftians  may  with  the  utmoft  pro- 
priety be  faid  to  be  '•'  begotten  again  to  a 
"  lively  hope,"  becaufe  to  them  immortality 
is  propofed  anew,  as  an  exprefs  fanction  of 
the  law  of  the  Gofpel,  and  confirmed  "  by 
"  the  refurrection  of  Jefus  Chrift  from  the 
''  dead." 

As  the  evidences  arifing  from  reafon  were 
not  fufhcient  to  render  the  belief  of  a  future 
ftate  influential  on  the  conduct  of  mankind, 
and  productive  of  correfpondent  rectitude 

and 
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and  holiriefs  of  life;  it  feemed  highly  expe- 
dient that  when  this  doctrine  was  re-publifh- 
ed,  fome  flriking  evidence  fliould  be  given 
in  order  to  eftablifh  the  authority  of  the  per- 
fon  by  whom  it  was  promulgated,  and  fome 
illuftrious  proof,  or  infliance,  to  induce  man- 
kind to  the  belief  of  it.  Accordingly  we 
find  that  our  Lord  not  only  wrought  many 
remarkable  and  well-attefted  miracles,  but 
raifed  feveral  perfons  to  life  who  had  been 
really  dead,  nay  one  who  had  been  actually 
buried.  When  his  enemies  demanded  a  par- 
ticular and  evident  fign  of  his  being  the  Son 
of  God,  and  a  proof  that  his  authority  was 
fufficient  to  enforce  the  belief  of  a  future 
Hate,  Jefus  places  the  whole  evidence  of 
thefe  two  important  points  upon  his  own 
refurrection.  This  declaration  was  fufficient 
to  fet  them  upon  their  guard,  and  to  caution 
them  againft  any  coUufion  in  the  event.  Ac- 
cordingly we  find  all  imaginable  care  taken 
to  ftop  the  credit  of  our  Lord's  divine  cha- 
racter and  authority,  by  every  method  that 
was  purfued  to  detect,  if  pofTible,  the  fup- 
pofed  impofture  of  his  refurrection;  but  all 
thefe  precautions  remarkably  tended  to  fub- 
liiiii  ftantiate 
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flantiate  die  truth  of  that  fact,  and  to  prove 
that  authority  which  they  were  defigned  to  . 
invaUdate  and  deftroy  ;  and  ferved  to  afford 
the  fulled  evidence  "  that  Jefus  was  a  pro- 
"  phet  mighty  indeed  before  God  and  all  the 
"  people."     This   was  not  only  an  aflionifh- 
ing   miraculous    event,    but  was   fuch    as 
could  not  fail  to   convince  mankind  of  the 
divine  milBon  and  authority  of  our  Saviour. 
He  had  declared  a  future  ftate  to  the  world 
— he  had  fpoken  of  the  general  refurrection 
of  the  dead — of  the  judgment  which  (hould 
enfue — and  of  the  happinefs  of  the  good. — 
Jefus  himfelf,  as  he  had  predicted,  rofe  from 
the  tomb ;    in  his   own  perfon  he  gave  an 
illuftrious  proof  of  the  reality  of  the  refur- 
rection— he  then  afcended  to  heaven,  as  the 
firfl:  fruits  of  them  that  fleep — as  the  firft- 
born  of  many  brethren — as  the  Author  of 
our  falvation,  and  of  that  lively  hope  of  an 
eternal  inheritance  which,  from  fuch  illuf- 
trious  evidence,  we  are  encouraged  to  form. 
As   the   confirmation    of  the  Chriflian's 
hope  is  illuftrious,  fo  its  object  is,  beyond 
all  others,  noble  and  fublime.     This  is  no 
lefs  than  "  an  inheritance  incorruptible,  un- 
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"  defiled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away."  As  the 
original  prepofTeffions  in  favour  of  a  future 
ftate,  as  all  the  hopes  of  immortality  and 
eternal  glory  were  obfcured,  if  not  entirely 
loft,  in  the  fubjection  of  men's  paffions  and 
defires  to  the  happinefs  of  the  prefent  world, 
it  was  neceffary,  when  the  doctrine  of  a  fu- 
ture ftate  was  revived  and  enforced,  that 
the  nature  of  it  fliould  be  explained,  and 
that  in  contradiftinction  to  this  mortal, 
corruptible  and  imperfect  ftate.  This  we 
find  exprefsly  done  in  the  words  of  the  text, 
where  we  are  informed  that  our  future  hap- 
pinefs fliall  be  an  inheritance,  which  fliall  be 
held,  not  by  any  mortal  tenure  or  condition, 
nor  ftiall  it  be  fubject  to  any  precarious 
laws :  the  heavenly  inheritance,  when  once 
entered  upon,  will  be  a  fecure  pofleflion — it 
will  be  retained  without  any  dread  of  violence, 
without  any  defire  of  change,  or  fear  of  lofs, 
it  will  be  undefiled,  as  feparate  from  all  fin 
and  moral  depravity — no  ftain  will  reft  up- 
on the  heavenly  ftate — angelic  purity  will 
there  obtain,  and  its  happinefs  will  be  lia- 
ble to  no  alarm.  There  our  riches  will 
never  decay — our  poiTeflions  never  wax  old 
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—our  pleafures  never  cloy — our  tranfports 
never  fatigue — our  honours  never  diminifli 
— our  glory  never  fade — our  felicity  never 
run  in  the  low  tide  of  indifference,  but  be 
permanently  full  as  the  river  of  God,  for 
ever  and  ever.  Nor  is  this  inheritance  now 
depending  upon  any  contingent  circumftan- 
ces,  or  any  other  conditions  except  holinefs 
and  purity,  for  it  actually  exifts,  and,  as  the 
apoftle  fays,  "  is  referved  in  heaven." 

We  are  here  naturally  led  to  inquire  for 
whom  this  inheritance  is  thus  referved,  and 
what  are  the  qualifications  of  thofe  who  are 
intitled  to  entertain  this  bleffed  hope.  The 
text  informs  us  that  they  are  "  thofe  who 
"  are  kept  by  the  power  of  God  through 
"  faith  unto  falvation."  In  whatever  fenfe 
the  power  of  God  be  here  underflood,  it 
mull  ultimately  be  refolved  into  the  divine 
energy,  which,  however  it  may  operate, 
muft  act  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  the  confli- 
tution  of  our  minds ;  and  to  this  nothing 
can  be  more  conformable  than  the  rational 
means  of  religion  which  heaven  has  afforded 
us,  in  all  refpects  accommodated  to  the  con- 
viction of  the  mind,  and  to  the  producing 
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correfpondent  actions  in  our  lives.  In  Chrif- 
tianity  are  difplayed  all  thofe  perfections  of 
God  which  beft  recommend  him  to  our  love 
and  obedience ;  and  all  thofe  coercive  mo- 
tives to  duty,  which,  whether  refulting  from 
hisjuftice,  placability  or  grace,  are,  ftrictly 
Ipeaking,  derived  from  the  power  or  energy 
of  God.     For  which  ever  attribute  of  the 
divine  nature  gives  life  to  virtue,  this  is  the 
power  by  w^hich  it  is  produced.    The  divine 
energy  can  never  be  fuppofed  to  act  inde- 
pendent of  ourfelves,  or  force  us  to  be  par- 
takers  of  the  heavenly  calling  whether  w^e 
will  or  not.     It  cannot  be  efficacious  except 
as  it  induces  us  to  entertain  a  proper  faith. 
It  is  "  referved  for  you,  who  are  kept  by  the 
"  power  of  God  through  faith  unto  falva- 
"  tion  :  (i.  e.)  You  who  are  fo  convinced  of 
the  reality  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  the  au- 
thority of  the  Son  of  God,  and  the  declara- 
tions of  the  Gofpel,  as  (iiall  produce  fuch  a 
firm  reliance  upon  the  divine  veracity,  fuch 
an  unfhaken  hope  of  future  happinefs,  that 
you  will  be  led   by  it  to  practife  all   thofe 
virtues,  and  to  comply  with  all  thofe  requi- 
fitions,  which,  by  the. terms  of  the  Gofpel, 

are 


are  made  neceflary  and  efiential  preparatives 
for  the  pofTeffion  of  eternal  felicity. 

We  are  informed  in  the  text,  that  the  faU 
vation  of  Chriftians  "  is  ready  to  be  revealed 
"  in  the  laft  time."  This  expreflion  is  ufed  to 
denote  the  perfection  of  that  fcheme,  or  end 
of  that  difpenfation  to  which  it  is  applied ; 
and  therefore,  in  the  prefent  connection,  it 
refers  to  the  grand  defign  of  Providence,  in 
the  formation  and  redemption  of  man,  and 
its  completion  in  the  future  judgment,  when 
the  decifive  fentence  (hall  be  paffed  upon  all 
men,  and  rewards  and  punifhments  dif- 
penfed  according  to  the  flrict  rules  of  infi- 
nite juftice  and  mercy,  and  in  a  manner  con- 
formable to  the  moral  worth  of  mankind, 
when  the  whole  fcene  of  this  world  fliall 
finally  clofe  upon  the  aflonifhed  fight  of  men. 
When  this  mighty  theatre^  upon  which  fuch 
various  actions  have  been  performed,  and 
fuch  incredible  things  achieved,  fhall,  with 
all  its  magnificent  decorations,  be  thrown 
into  one  general  fcene  of  confufion,  where 
its  grandeur  fliall  perifh,  and  the  traces  of 
man  and  all  his  acts  remain  no  more  on 
earth.     Then  one  grand  adjournment  fliall 
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be  made  to  the  court  of  heaven,  where  the 
long  account  of  numberlefs  ages  (hall  be 
fettled — when  the  various  difpenfations  of 
Providence  fhall  be  all  unfolded — when  im- 
partial juftice  fhall  review  the  acts  of  man- 
kind ;  and  notwithftanding  the  feeming  end- 
lefs  difficulties  that  reft  on  human  affairs, 
yet  all  fhall  ftand  diftinct  and  clear  before 
the  omnifcient  eye  of  that  God  to  whom 
nothing  can  appear  difficult,  involved  or 
perplexed,  to  v/hom  there  is  no  confulion ; 
who  fees  diftinctly  through  all  events,  who 
knows  their  connections,  mutual  dependen- 
ces and  refidts,  and  furveys  their  whole  fe- 
ries  from  the  beginning  of  time  through  all 
the  countlefs  ages  of  eternity. 

At  this  awful  period  the  Saviour  of  the 
world,  to  whom  the  Almighty  Father  has 
configned  its  government,  fliall  appear  with 
full  authority  as  its  appointed  Judge,  with 
attending  angels,  and  ffiall  pafs  the  fentence 
that  fliall  determine  the  condition  of  all 
mankind.  To  fome  he  will  fay,  "  Come,  ye 
"  bleffed  of  my  Father  !  inherit  the  kingdom 
"  prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of 
•''  the  world :"  to  others,  "  Depart  from  me, 
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"  ye  curfed,  into  everlafting  fire,  prepared 
*•'  for  the  devil  and  his  angels."  Then  fhall 
the  happinefs  of  the  righteous  be  completed, 
and  the  falvation  of  God  be  known  to  all 
thofe  who,  by  his  power,  through  faith, 
have  been  referved  for  the  participation  of 
immortal  glory,  and  the  poflefiion  of  '•'  an 
*'  inheritance  incorruptible,  undefiled,  and 
"  that  fhall  never  fade  away." 

There  is  this  grand  argument  in  favour  of 
our  holy  religion,  that  it  prefents  to  us  the 
only  view  of  things  which  vindicates  the 
providence  of  God,  and  makes  human  na- 
ture at  all  explicable  and  confident. — With- 
out a  future  flate,   man  is  an   irrefolvable 
myflery,  the  whole  plan  of  Providence  ref- 
pecting  human  affairs  amazingly  dark  and 
intricate,  and  we  are  involved  in  endlefs  dif- 
ficulties  whenever  we  attempt  to  decypher 
the  defign.     When  we  fee  good  and  evil 
promifcuoufly  blended  together,  with  all  the 
fluctuations  of  fublunary  things,  the  mind  is 
pufhed  on  in  the  inquiry  after  fomething  fu- 
ture, in  order  to  account  for,  and  folv.e  the 
prefent  difiRculties ;  at  leafl  it  cannot  avoid 
indulging  the  hope  that  there  will  be  a  flate, 
T  2  corref- 
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correfpondent  in  its  refined  and  permanent 
happinefs,  to  the  enlarged  defires  of  the  hu- 
man I'oul.  It  could  never  be  the  ultimate 
defign  of  a  wife  and  good  Being,  to  raife  this 
lower  creation  from  nothing,  to  adorn  this 
mighty  fcene  with  fuch  beautiful  decorations, 
difplaying  therein  fuch  refplendent  glories 
of  his  own  perfections,  and  furnilhing  out 
this  goodly  fcene  riierely  to  behold  the  alter- 
nate joys  and  forrows,  hopes  and  difap- 
pointments,  of  the  nobleft  beings  that  inha- 
bit here. 

It  could  not  be  the  delight  of  an  infinite 
and  perfectly  happy  Being,  to  fix  man  to 
this  fenfible  world,  only  to  obferve  how  va- 
rioufly  his  paffions  were  excited  and  moved ; 
by  what  uneafy  varieties  his  breafl:  was  agi- 
tated and  alarmed ;  and  what  fudden  and 
contrary  impreffions  may  be  made  upon  his 
eafy  paffive  fenfes,  by  the  interchanging 
llrokes  and  touches  of  different  objects  ;  how 
this  moment  he  mig-ht  be  elevated  into  the 
ardour  of  hope,  the  tranfport  of  joy,  and  the 
ecllafy  of  pleafure  ;  the  next  be  deprelTed  by 
defpair,  languifh  with  forrow,    or  be  con- 
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vulfed  with  anguifh.  It  would  be  ftrangely 
inconfiftent  with  the  acknowledged  perfec- 
tions of  the  Deity,  to  form  fuch  a  creature 
as  man,  with  all  his  powers  and  capacities, 
if  this  fcene  of  being  were  to  be  the  final 
clofe  of  all :  and  if  when  men  had  acted 
their  feveral  parts,  one  general  oblivion 
were  to  confound  the  virtuous  and  the  wick- 
ed, and  man  be  for  ever  fhut  out  from  exif- 
tence.  Nothing  can  be  more  inconceivable 
than  that  God  fhould  form  a  creature  of  fuch 
vafl  conceptions,  endow  him  with  a  ca- 
pacity of  knowing  and  converfing  with  him- 
felf,  give  him  fome  profpects  of  his  own 
glory,  and  thereby  raife  boundlefs  defires  of 
exalted  perfection  and  happinefs,  and  yet 
defeat  this  grand  defign  and  blafl  all  thefe 
glorious  hopes.  It  is  the  obfervation  of  an 
ancient  heathen  author  *,  "  that  if  with  the 
*'  diffolution  of  the  body,  the  foul,  whatever 
"  it  may  be,  (hould  be  alfo  diffolved,  and 
*'  for  ever  ceafe  to  exift,  it  would  be  impof- 
"  fible  to  account  them  blefled,  who,  never 
"  having  enjoyed  any  good  as  the  reward 

*  Dionvfiu.s  HalicarnalTeus. 
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"  of  their  virtue,    have  even  perifhed  for 
"  virtue  itfelf." 

Take  but  into  the  fyflem  of  man  and  the 
providence  of  God,  a  future  ftate,  and  every 
difficulty  is  at  once  refolved,    the  darkefl 
fiiades  are  all  difperfed ;  life  and  immortality 
fliew  all  things  in  bright  colours,  and  caft  a 
cheerful  light  over  every  object.     When  we 
conhder  this  ftate,  with  all  its  trials,  as  pre- 
paratory to  immortal  glory,  which  is  to  be 
the  grand  defign,  the  final  refult  of  all,  the 
inquiry  concerning  evil  is  fruitlefs.     All  the 
afflictions  of  human  life,  though  they  may 
fometimes  difturb,  lofe  the  power  entirely 
to  deftroy  the  tranquillity  of  the  foul.     We 
acquire  by  this  glorious  profpect,  confidence 
and  faith  in  God,  and  thereby  the  hope  of 
future  bleflednefs ;    this  will  fupport  us  un- 
der all  the  trials  of  life,  and  render  us  fupe- 
rior  to  all  that  the  world  can  either  inflict  or 
beflow.     As  the  Gofpel  is  that  revelation  by 
which  we  have  thefe  animating  hopes  con- 
firmed, with  what  gratitude  ought  we  to  join 
in  the  afcription  of  praife  to  God  contained 
in  the  words  of  our  text.     "  Blefled  be  the 
"  God  and  Father  of  .our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl:, 

*•'  who. 


C   279  ] 

*•'  who,  according  to  his  abundant  mercy, 
"  hath  begotten  us  again  to  a  Hvely  hope,  by 
"  the  refurrection  of  Jefus  Chrift  from  the 
"  dead,  to  an  inheritance  incorruptible,  un- 
"  defiled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away." 


<»•  «  «  -s;- 
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SERMON     XVII. 

So  then  after  the  Lord  had  fpoken  unto  them 
he  was  received  up  into  heaven,  and  fat  on 
the  right  hand  of  God.     Mark  xvi.  19. 

^^A  TY  Kingdom  is  not  of  this  world" 
-LVX  ^as  ti^e  memorable  anfwer  made 
by  Chrift  to  Pilate  to  intimate  to  him  the 
dignity  of  his  nature  and  chara8:er  as  well 
as  the  innocence  of  his  condu6t.  But  the 
pomp  to  which  that  governor  was  accuftom- 
ed  and  the  flate  of  extreme  poverty  and 
wretchednefs  in  which  our  blefled  Saviour 
then  appeared  prevented  him  from  entering 
into  the  fpirit  of  this  reply,  and  forming  a 
juft  idea  of  our  Lords  intention  in  making 
it. 

This  great  difference  between  the  king- 
dom of  the  MefTiah  and  thofe  of  this  world 
commenced  in  a  very  remarkable  manner 
with  his  appearance  in  human  nature.  At 
his  birth,  a  manger  was  his   cradle,    and  a 

liable 
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flable  his  prefence-chamber,  in  which  he 
was  furrounded  by  a  few  poor  fhepherds, 
who,  as  directed  by  a  vifion  of  angels,  at- 
tended to  pay  him  homage.  Trace  him  from 
thence  through  the  courfe  of  his  life  and  mi- 
niftry,  and  you  will  find  that,  though  really 
and  in  the  fublimell  fenfe  a  king,  he  veiled 
his  glory  from  mortal  eyes,  and  chofe  the 
laborious  province  of  inflructing  the  igno- 
rant, and  comforting  the  miferable.  Fol- 
low him  to  the  crofs,  and  there  you  will 
find  him  put  to  death,  not  only  as  a  male- 
factor, but  as  a  flave,  and  mod  infamoufly 
marked  out  in  this  odious  light,  by  being 
fufpended  between  two  thieves.  From 
thence  we  trace  him  to  the  fepulchre,  which 
was  the  laft  fcene,  and  the  loweft  degree  of 
his  abafement.  There  it  was  that  the  glori- 
ous profpect  of  his  royalty  began  to  bright- 
en, and  to  affume  a  very  different  appear- 
ance ;  as  from  thence  he  arofe  triumphant 
and  immortal,  overcoming  death,  and  com- 
mencing that  noble  courfe  of  victory,  the 
bleffed  effects  of  which  run  far  beyond  the 
limits  of  time,  and  extend  to  the  endlefs 
ages  of  eternity.     He  was   to  receive  fron^ 

his 
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his  heavenly  Father  that  fublime  degree  of 
niajefty  and  power,  which  was  thejufl  and 
honourable  reward  of  his  fuflerings.  But  in 
order  to  this  it  was  neceffary  that  he  fliould 
leave  this  world  the  abode  of  fm  and  mifery, 
and  enter  upon  the  poffeffion  of  celeftial  glo- 
ry and  felicity. 

Such  in  a  general  view  was  the  glorious 
triumph  of  our  bleffed  Lord,  at  the  clofe  of 
his  miniflerial  labours  ;  and  it  is  worthy  of 
obfervation  that  in  this  lafl:  fcene,  as  much 
as  in  any  of  the  foregoing,  it  was  abundant- 
ly evident  that    "  his   kingdom  was   not  of 
"  this   world."      Illuflrious   as  his  triumph 
was,  it   had   nothing  of  worldly  pomp  or 
magnificence  in  it.     It  was  plain  and  fimple, 
yet  amidit  all  that  fimplicity  had  the  highell 
marks  of  grandeur  and  majefly.     For  when 
he  was  about  to  return  to  his  heavenly  Fa- 
ther our  Evangelift  tells  us  that  "he  brought 
*'  out  his  difciples  to  Bethany,  and  (there  it 
"  is  faid)  he  lift  up  his  hands  and   blefled 
"  them.     And  it  came  to  pafs  while  he  blefl- 
"  ed  them,  he  was  parted  from  them,  and 
"  carried  up  into  heaven :  and  (as  St.  Mark 
"  adds  in  his  account)  fat  down  at  the  right 
"hand  of  God."  Such 
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Such  is  the  relation  of  this  memorable 
fact,  upon  which  I  fhall  endeavour,  in  hum- 
ble dependence  on  the  divine  blefling, 

Ift.  To  make  fome  curfory  remarks,  and 

Ildly.  To  confider  fome  important  points 
arihng  from  it. 

With  refpect  to  the  remarks  to  be  made 
upon  it,  it  may  be  proper  to  obferve  in  the 
general, 

That  this  important  tranfaction  in  the  hif- 
tory  of  our  blefled  Lord  is  related  in  a  very 
concife,  plain  and  fimple  ftyle.  Such  in- 
deed is  the  ftyle  of  the  evangelifts  on  all  oc- 
cafions,  but  it  feems  to  be  more  than  ufual- 
ly  fo  on  this.  It  is  probable  that  any  other 
writers  but  themfelves  would  have  given  us 
a  very  pompous  and  magnificent  account 
of  this  event,  efpecially  as  it  was  not  only 
miraculous,  but  miraculous  in  the  highell 
degree  imaginable.  It  was  a  cafe  of  which 
the  divine  power  had  never  granted  more 
than  three  inftanccs,  correfponding  to  as 
many  remarkable  periods  in  the  hiftory  of 
the  Church.  The  firft  was  long  before  the 
Law,  and  in  the  mod  early  ages  of  the 
worlds  when  Enoch,    as    a  reward   for   his 

diftin- 
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diftinguifhed  piety  and  holinefs,  was  tranf- 
lated  to  heaven  without  feeing  death.  Ma- 
ny ages  after  that,  and  long  after  the  giving 
of  the  lavv^,  Elijah  afcended  in  a  vifible  man- 
ner with  the  fame  exemption  from  the  grave 
that  Enoch  had  before  been  favoured  with. 
Thefe  may  be  confidered  as  types  of  our 
bleffed  Lord,  who  furnifhed  the  third  and 
lad  inftance  of  this  kind,  and  an  inftance 
much  more  important  than  either  of  the 
foregoing,  by  reafon  of  that  peculiar  inte- 
refl  which  Chriftians  have  in  it,  and  in  all 
thofe  falutary  effects  of  his  divine  miflion 
which  flow  from  it.  St.  Luke,  you  fee,  re- 
lates it  in  a  few  words  ;  "  he  was  parted  from 
"  them,  and  carried  up  into  heaven."  This 
is  certainly  one  valuable  mark  of  a  fincere 
and  faithful  hiftorian,  the  excellence  of 
whofe  hiftory  confifts  in  the  fidelity  of  his 
narration  rather  than  in  the  artificial  orna- 
ments of  his  language.  They  leave  fuch 
gaudy  trappings  to  thofe  who  devote  their 
pens  to  the  caufe  of  impofture  and  deceit, 
by  which  to  impofe  upon  the  world  with 
falfe  accounts.  Such  need  all  the  arts  of 
doquence  to  fupply  the  place  of  truth,  and 

to 
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to  compenfate  for  the  puerility  of  the  fub.-- 
ject  by  the  artful  graces  of  ftyle  and  the  la- 
boured beauties  of  narration.  But  an  Evan- 
gehft,  whofe  pen  was  confecrated  folely  to 
the  intereds  of  truth,  needed  not  any  of 
thofe  fallacious  aids,  and  therefore  difdained 
to  borrow  them.  It  is  fufficient  for  writers 
of  their  clafs  to  give  a  plain  fliort  account  of 
the  fact  as  it  happened.  Such  a  method, 
in  the  opinion  of  all  good  judges,  (Irengthens 
their  teflimony,  and  adds  confiderable  weight 
to  their  account.  It  certainly  does  fo  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  and  is  a  circumftance  that 
ought  in  all  reafon  to  recommend  to  our 
cordial  attention  the  fubject  under  confider- 
ation,  upon  vvhich  permit  me  to  remark 

ift.  That  this  event  took  place  in  a  man- 
ner fo  flriking  as  muft  leave  a  very  deep  and 
laPting  impreffion  on  the  minds  of  the  difci- 
ples.  It  was  in  the  prefence  of  all  the  Apof- 
tles.  It  was  not  necelfary  that  they  [hould 
fee  him  rife  from  the  dead,  becaufe  his  ap- 
pearing to  them  and  frequently  converhng, 
with  them  at  intervals  during  forty  days  af- 
t€r  that  event,  was  an  indifputable  proof  that 
he  was  actually  rifen.     But  as   they   could 

not 
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not  pofTibly  behold  him  in  heaven  while 
they  remained  upon  earth,  it  was  abfolutely 
necefTary  that  they  fhould  fee  him  afcend 
thither  that  they  might  be  able  to  declare  it 
with  the  utmofl  certainty.  It  therefore 
feemed  good  to  him  to  have  them  all  pre- 
fent  as  eye-witneffes  of  this  grand  fact,  that 
by  their  number  and  the  unanimity  of  their 
teftimony,  they  might  be  qualified  to  gain 
greater  credit  in  the  future  difcharge  of 
their  miniftry. 

2dly.  It  may  alfo  be  obferved,  that  St. 
Luke  is  here  very  particular  in  his  account 
of  the  place  from  which  our  Lord  afcended. 
It  was  part  of  tile  Mount  of  Olives  in  the 
diftrict  of  Bethany,  and  at  no  great  diflance 
from  that  town.  It  was  near  the  Mount  of 
Olives  that  our  Lord  pafled  that  doleful 
night  in  which  he  was  betrayed,  and  there- 
fore it  is  probable  that  he  brought  his  apof- 
tles  thither  on  this  occafion,  that  near  the 
fame  place  where  they  had  been  eye-witnef- 
fes of  his  bitter  diftrefs,  they  might  now  be- 
'hold  his  glory. 

When  he  had  afifembled  them  on  the  fpot 
on  Vi^hich  he  intended  to   take  his   leave  of 

tliem. 


[  288  3 
them,  as  a  laft  mark  of  his  affectionate  and 
tender  regard  he  Hfted  up  his  hands  and 
bleffed  them.  In  their  Mafter  the  difciples 
had  a  moft  affectionate  friend,  who  would 
not  take  his  leave  of  them,  without  prefent- 
ing  to  God  thofe  powerful  prayers  and  fup- 
plications,  that  might  recommend  them  to 
the  divine  bleffmg,  and  ferve  to  flrengthen 
their  faith,  hope  and  confidence  amidft  all 
the  difficulties  of  their  approaching  con- 
flicts. And  no  fooner  had  he  done  this, 
than  they  beheld  him  rifing  gradually  from 
earth  towards  heaven  ;  clothed  with  the  zlu- 
cient  fchekinak  or  glory  of  God  in  the  form 
of  a  bright  cloud  ;  while  they  followed  his 
afcent  with  their  eyes,  till,  by  the  lengthen- 
ing diftance  he  became  invifible.  St.  Mark 
adds  that  "  he  fat  down  at  the  right  hand  of 
"  God."  Scarcely  any  one  can  be  ignorant 
that  this  expreffion  is  not  to  be  underftood 
literally,  becaufe  God,  being  a  pure  Spirit, 
hath  neither  body  nor  parts  of  a  body  ;  and 
confequently  every  one  mufl  be  fenfible  that 
it  is  only  a  flrong  and  beautiful  figure  of 
fpeech  to  exprefs  the  highefl  degree  of  ho- 
nour.    It  is  an  allufion  to  an  ancient  cuflom 

of 
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of  the  Jewifli  princes,  who,  on  public  occa- 
fions  of  particular  pomp  and  folemnity,  ufed 
to  place  their  principal  favourites  on  the 
right  hand  of  the  throne,  a  mark  of  refpect 
which  Solomon,  we  are  told,  paid  to  his 
mother.  It  is  therefore  an  expreflion  well 
adapted  to  (ignify  the  authority  with  which 
Chrifl,  in  his  human  nature,  is  invefted,  and 
that  high  degree  of  glory  with  which  he  is 
crowned  in  heaven,  beyond  the  moft  exalted 
angels,  who  are  all  fubjecf  to  him,  and  de- 
notes that  he  is  the  peculiar  favourite  of  his 
heavenly  feather  and  the  great  Mediator  and 
Head  of  the  united  kingdoms  of  grace  and 
glory.  This  he  merited  by  his  fufferings 
and  received  as  the  reward  of  them.  For 
as  the  Apoftle  tells  us  (Phil.  ii.  9.),  *'  Be- 
''  caufe  he  humbled  hirafelf,  and  became 
"  obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of 
*^  the  crofs ;  therefore  God  hath  highly  ex- 
"  alted  him,  and  given  him  a  name  which  is 
"  above  every  name,  that  at  the  name  of  Je- 
"  fus  every  knee  might  bow  of  things  in 
."  heaven  and  things  on  earth  and  things  un- 
"  der  the  earth,  and  that  every  tongue 
"  ihould  confefs  that  he  is  Lord  to  the  glory 
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"  of  God  the  Father."  And  we  are  alfo  In- 
formed by  the  fame  apoflle  (Ephef.  i.  20, 
21.)  "  that  God  raifed  him  from  the  dead, 
<^  and  fet  him  at  his  own  right  hand  in  the 
"  heavenly  places,  far  abov::  all  principali- 
"  ty,  and  power,  and  might,  and  dominion, 
*'  and  every  name  that  is  named,  not  only 
*•'  in  this  world,  but  alfo  in  that  which  is  to 
"  come,  and  hath  put  all  things  under  his 
"  feet,  and  srave  him  to  be  head  over  all 
"  things  to  the  church."  Thus  it  was  that 
Chrift  "  after  having  fuffered,  entered  into 
"  glory,"  that  "  as  a  prince  and  a  Saviour 
"  he  might  give  repentance  and  remifTion  of 
"  fins,"  and  might  return  in  due  time  to 
raife  the  dead,  to  judge  the  world,  and  "to 
*'  give  to  every  one  according  to  his  works." 

Thus  much  may  ferve  for  the  remarks 
upon  this  important  fact  as  recorded  by  St. 
Luke  and  the  other  EvangelipLS.  We  fhall 
now  proceed  to  what  was  further  propofed 
which  was 

Ildly.  To  confider  fome  circumflances 
connected  with  and  arifing  from  this  memo- 
rable event. 

And  here  we  are  naturally  led  to  reflect 

on 
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on  the  certainty  of  Chrift's   afcenfion — its 
necefTity — and  its  confequences. 

ift.  With  refpect  to  the  certainty  and 
reahty  of  Chrift's  afcenfion,  it  is  proved  by 
all  thofe  arguments  that  ferve  to  eftabhfh  the 
truth  of  the  New  Teftament  hiftory.  But  as 
a  more  enlarged  detail  of  thefe  may  be  of 
fervice  to  eftablifh  our  faith  on  a  yet  broader 
bafis,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  have  recourfe 
to  a  more  particular  demonftration.  One 
confiderable  proof  of  the  reality  of  this 
great  event  arifes  from  the  fubfequent  mi- 
niftry  of  the  apoftles :  they  were  left  by  their 
mafter  at  Jerufalem,  where  he  exprefsly 
commanded  them  to  remain  till  they  re- 
ceived the  Holy  Spirit,  and  where  they  were 
expofed  to  all  the  fury  of  their  enemies, 
whofe  malice  they  continually  felt,  and  by 
whom  they  were  moft  feverely  perfecuted : 
yet  none  of  thefe  things  could  induce  them 
to  waver  in  their  teftimony  concerning  the 
truth  of  the  refurrection  and  afcenfion  of 
their  Lord,  or  prevail  upon  them  to  defift 
from  afferting  thefe  great  facts  repeatedly, 
openly  and  boldly.  They  infifted  upon  them 
before  all  the  people,  in  the  face  of  the  Jew- 
U2  iOi 
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ifh  council  when  brought  before  it,  and  re- 
folutely  adhered  to  their  afTcrtions  when 
confined  in  prifon  and  under  the  fcourge  of 
perfecution. 

The  firft  fcafl  of  Penticoft  after  Chrift's 
Vefurrection,  afforded  another  remarkable 
proof  of  his  afcenfion  on  high.  It  was  then 
that,  in  confequence  of  the  vifible  and  mira- 
culous effafion  of  the  Spirit  upon  them, 
which  their  mafter  had  exprefsly  promifed 
as  the  effect  and  pledge  of  his  being  return- 
ed to  his  heavenly  Father,  the  apoftles 
became  as  it  were  new  men,  were  enlighten- 
ed with  more  jufl  and  enlarged  views  of  the 
Gofpel,  and  by  the  gift  of  tongues  were 
qualified  to  preach  it  to  all  nations. 

Moreover,  the  prefent  exigence  of  the 
"Chriftian  Church  in  the  world,  and  confe- 
quently  we  ourfelves  as  a  part  of  it,  maybe 
confidered  as  another  proof  of  the  reality  of 
this  event.  We  may  go  back,  as  led  by  fa- 
cred  and  profane  hiflory,  through  all  the 
pafl  ages  of  the  Church,  and  trace  it  up  to 
ahat  period  when  it  confided  of  no  more 
than  an  hundred  and  twenty  perfons,  af- 
fembled  in  a  private  chamber  from  fear  of 
i'-  ■■    ■"  the 
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the  Jews,  as  we  learn  from.  Acts  i.  15. — It 
is  from  this  fmall  beginning  that  we  may  de- 
rive the  origin  of  that  Gofpel  which  made 
many  of  the  Jews  renounce  their  ceremoni- 
als, turned  the  Gentiles  from  their  dumb 
idols,  and  the  men  of  the  world  from  their 
carnal  prejudices  and  purfuits,  to  embrace 
the  doctrine  of  Chrill  and  him  crucified. 
All  thefe  wonderful  conquefts  were  achieved 
by  the  miniftry  of  twelve  fifliermen  without 
any  worldly  protection,  any  friends,  any 
credit,  any  confiderable  talents  either  natu- 
ral or  acquired.  It  was  by  thefe  compara- 
tively mean  inflruments  that  divine  grace 
changed  the  face  of  the  moral  world  in  a 
mofl  furprifmg  manner,  "  turned  finners 
"  from  darknefs  to  light,  and  from  the  pow- 
"  er  of  fin  and  Satan  unto  God,"  difpofed 
them  to  look  for  falvation  through  one  who 
was  crucified ;  to  glory  in  him  as  their  Lord 
and  Saviour,  and  readily  to  part  with  all 
things,  not  excepting  life  itfelf,  for  his  fake. 
It  was  by  virtue  of  the  power  of  Chrift,  as 
afcended  into  heaven  and  feated  on  the  right 
hand  of  God,  that  the  fuccefs  of  the  Gofpel, 
notwithfl:anding  all  the  violent  oppofition  it 
U  3  had 
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had  to  encounter,  was  fo  rapid  and  exten- 
five;  and  under  the  influence  of  the  fame 
divine  energy,  though  in  a  degree  and  man- 
ner lefs  confpicuous  than  at  that  period,  has 
it  been  continued  from  that  to  the  prefent 
time,  and  extended  far  and  wide.  To  this 
it  is  owing  that  we,  who  were  originally  fni- 
ners  of  the  Gentiles,  are  permitted  to  par- 
take of  its  various  bleffmgs,  as  the  difciples 
of  the  Saviour,  and  members  of  that  Church 
which  was  at  firfl:  fo  remarkably  introduced 
into  the  world,  and  has  ever  fince  been  fo 
wonderfully  fuftained  in  it.  So  that  in  this 
connection  of  circumftances,  the  exiflence 
of  the  Chriflian  Church  upon  earth,  and  we 
ourfelves  as  members  of  it,  conftitutes  one 
proof  among  others  of  our  bleflfed  Lord's 
exaltation  to  glory,  fmce  had  this  not  actu- 
ally taken  place,  his  caufe  and  intereft  mufl: 
have  periflied  in  its  very  birth,  and  the 
knowledo^e  of  him  w^ould  never  have  reached 
us. — Such  was  the  decifion  of  a  Doctor  of 
the  Jewifh  law,  in  the  midft  of  an  affembly 
convened  for  the  purpofe  of  deliberating  on 
the  means  moft  proper  to  crufli  this  riling 
feet,  as  we  learn  from  Acts  v.  38.     "  If  this 

*'  counfel 
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"  counfel,  or  this  work  be  of  men,  it  will 
"  come  to  nought/' 

We  {hall  now  confider  the  necefTity  of 
Chrift's  afcenfion  and  exaltation,  which  will 
appear  of  the  utmoft  importance  if  we  re- 
flect that  the  dignity,   fplendour  and  truth 
of  his  miffion  reiled  upon  his  entrance  into 
that  glory  for  which  his  fufiPerings  were  only 
preparatory,    and  in  which  terminated  all 
the  ancient  prophecies.  It  confirms  all  thofe 
grand  titles  afcribed  to  him  by  the  prophets, 
which,  had  his  exaltation  never  taken  place, 
would  have   been   dark   and   inexplicable. 
This  fact  was  alfo  neceflary  to  open  a  foun- 
tain of  confolation  to  all  the  truly  penitent; 
it  marks  him  out  as  "  the  Author  of  eternal 
"  falvation  to  all  that  obey  him  ;"  fiiews  that 
his  atonement  was  accepted,  that  his  medi- 
ation was  fuccefsful,  and  that  as  he  died  for 
our  fms,  fo  he  arofe  from  the  dead  and  af- 
cended    into    heaven    for  our  juftification. 
It  contains  therefore  a  comfortable  affurance 
to  all  the  truly  penitent,  that  the  full  remif- 
fion  of  all  their  fms  (hall  be  imparted  to  them 
through   him,    that  heaven  is  opened  for 
them,  that  he  is  gone  thither  "  to  prepare  a 
U  4    ,  "  place 
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*'  place  for  them,"  that  he  will  fuccour  them 
while  they  remain  here  with  all  needful  com- 
fort, will  preferve  them  from   falling,  and 
"  will  come  again  and  receive  them  to  him- 
"  felf,"  and  at  length  "  prefent  them  fpotlefs 
"  before  the  prefence  of  his  glory  with  ex- 
"  ceeding  joy."     And  let  us  now  inquire  in- 
to the  fruits  and  effects  of  this  grand  event. 
Thejirft  of  thefe  was  an  ample  qualification 
of  his  apolUes  to  preach  the  Gofpel  every 
where  by  virtue  of  the  gift  of  tongues  and 
other  miraculous    powers   conferred   upon 
them  by  their  exalted  Lord.     To  this  mira- 
cle we  are  likewife  to  attribute  the  rapid  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  Gofpel  in  the  world,  and  its  tri- 
umph over  all  the  oppofition  made  againfl: 
it.     It  alfo  made  way  for  his  efficacious  in- 
terceflion  in  behalf  of  all  his  faithful  follow- 
ers at  the  throne  of  grace,    in   which  the 
apoftle  thus  triumphs  and  leads  them  to  tri- 
umph :    "  Who  (hall  lay  any  thing  to  the 
*'  charge  of  God's  elect  ?     It  is   God  that 
''juflifieth:    who   is  he  that  condemneth?^ 
"  It  is  Chrift  that  died,  yea,  rather  that  is 
"  rifen  again,  who  is  even  at  the  right  hand 
*'  of  God,  who  alfo  raaketh  intercefTion  for 

«  us." 
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"  us."     St.  John  in  effect  declares  the  fame, 
when  he  fays   "  if  any  man  fin  we  have  an 
"  advocate  with  the  Father  even  Jefus  Chriil 
"  the  righteous."     It  is  alfo  to  Chrift's  afcen- 
fion  that  we  are  taught  by  the  apoftle  to 
attribute  the  inftitution  of  the  Gofpel  minif- 
try,  and  its  fuccefs  in  all  ages  of  the  Church 
and  world :  For  it  was  when  "  he  afcended 
"  up  on  high  that  he  gave  gifts  unto  men, 
*'  conftituting  fome  apoftles,  and  fome  pro- 
"  phets,  and  fome  evangelifts,  and  fome  paf- 
'•  tors  and  teachers,  for  the  perfecting  of  the 
"  faints,  for  the  work  of  the  miniftry,   for 
"  the  edifying  of  the  body  of  Chriff."     It  is 
alfo  with  an  immediate  reference  to  this  im- 
portant  fact    that    the   apollle   calls    upon 
Chriftians  to  have  their  converfation  in  hea- 
ven,  from  whence  they  expect  the  fecond 
and  triumphant  appearance  of  their  Saviour; 
and  in  the  3d  Chapter  of  Coloffians,  St.  Paul 
urges  it  as  a  powerful  motive  to  evangelical 
morality  in  its  fulled  fenfe  and  moft  ample 
extent.     "  If  ye  then  (faith  he)  be  rifen  with 
"  Chrift,  feek  thofq  things   that  are  above, 
**  where  Chrift  fitteth  at  the  right  hand  of 
"  God. — Set  your  affections  on  things  above, 

"  and 
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"  and  not  on  things  on  the  earth  ;  for  ye  are 
"  dead,  and  your  life  is  hid  with  Chrift  in 
''  God.  When  Chrift  who  is  our  Hfe  fhall 
"  appear,  then  ftiall  ye  alfo  appear  with  him 
"  in  glory.  Mortify  therefore  your  members 
'^  which  are  upon  the  earth."  Such  is  the 
application  which  he  makes  at  large  of  our 
Lord's  afcenfion,  and  goes  on,  through  the 
remainder  of  the  chapter,  to  enforce  the  re- 
gular cheerful  difcharge  of  various  duties, 
both  perfonal  and  focial,  to  which  this  grand 
event,  if  properly  attended  to,  fupplies  a 
powerful  motive,  and  conftitutes  an  unde- 
niable obligation. 

Let  us  then  bring  home  to  our  own 
hearts  the  great  truths  we  have  been  review- 
ing. Let  us  enter  into  ourfelves  and  com- 
pare our  ruling  tempers,  practices  and  ha- 
bits with  thofe  good  and  holy  difpofitions 
that  are  neceffary  to  form  the  life  and  con- 
duct of  a  citizen  of  heaven.  If,  upon  this 
examination,  we  find  in  our  tempers  and 
conduct  any  refemblance  with  that  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  we  may  then  conclude,  without  fear 
of  deceiving  ourfelves,  that  we  are  intereft- 
ed  in  that  falvation  which  he  is  gone  to  pre- 
pare 
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pare  for  all  fuch,  under  the  encouraging  re- 
lation of  their  forerunner.  We  may  then 
conclude  that  we  are  the  children  of  God 
in  the  bond  of  that  everlafting  covenant  of 
grace  which  is  ratified  by  the  blood  of  the 
Redeemer,  and  is  in  all  things  well  ordered 
and  fure.  And  if  children  in  this  exalted 
fenfe,  we  are  taught  by  the  apoftle  to  look 
upon  ourfelves  as  heirs  of  an  immortal  pof- 
feflion,  "  as  heirs  of  God  and  joint  heirs 
"  with  Jefus  Chrift."  If  this  be  our  ftate  we 
have  an  inward  witnefs  of  our  being  juflified 
and  accepted  of  God.  We  have  then  in 
our  hearts  the  effect  of  that  encouraging 
promife  of  our  blefled  Redeemer,  "  If  a  man 
*'  love  me,  he  will  keep  my  words,  and  my 
"  Father  will  love  him,  and  we  will  come 
"  and  make  our  abode  with  him."  We  are 
then  in  a  moral  fenfe,  rifen  with  Chrift,  and 
have  in  ourfelves  a  delightful  earneft  of  that 
future  glory  in  heavenly  places,  in  which, 
with  all  the  redeemed,  we  (hall  dwell  toge- 
ther in  the  prefence,  and  under  the  immedi- 
ate and  vifible  dominion  of  Jefus  Chrift, 

Views  like  thefe  ought  to  imprefs  us  with 
a  due  fenfe  of  the  grandeur  of  our  chriftian 

calHng, 
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calling,  and  of  that  immortal  hope,  in  the 
pofleffion  of  which  it  terminates.  Ifthefe 
jull  feniiments  are  predominant  in  our  hearts 
they  will  prevent  our  being  flothful  in  our 
great  bufinefs,  and  will  render  us  fervent  in 
fpirit  while  ferving  the  Lord,  and  of  confc- 
quence  ftedfafl  and  unmoveable  in  the  ho- 
norable work  he  hath  afligned  us  as  being 
firmly  perfuaded  that  our  labour  (hall  not 
be  in  vain  in  the  Lord.  As  the  work  is  la- 
borious, the  motive  is  proportionably  flrong. 
For  what,  if  duly  confidered,  can  have  more 
energy  to  animate  and  quicken  us  than  that 
immortal  crown  of  righteoufnefs,  which  is 
referved  for  all  them  who  love  the  appear- 
ance of  our  Lord  ?  What  object  more  en- 
couraging than  Jefus  fitting  at  the  right  hand 
of  God  ?  from  whence  he  calls  to  us  by  his 
precepts,  his  promifes  and  his  example,  to 
follow  him,  and  aflures  us  that,  where  he 
now  is  we  at  length  fhall  alfo  be.  To  him 
then,  as  fpeaking  from  his  heavenly  throne, 
let  us  humbly  and  thankfully  attend.  If  we 
do  not,  we  have  no  good  evidence  that  we 
are  his  faithful  followers,  but  are  only  nomi- 
nal chrillians,  who  while  we  have  a  name  to 

live 
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live  are  in  realitv  dead,  and  therefore  remain 
without  any  foHd  hopes  from  his  exaltation 
to  glorv.  Let  thofe,  whofe  character  this 
is,  take  the  alarm,  that  from  a  conviction 
of  their  guilt  and  danger  they  may  fly  to 
him  as  the  only  appointed  refuge  from  the 
divine  difpleafure,  and  take  flicker  in  that 
rich,  that  free  and  faving  grace  of  God 
which  is  manifefl:ed  and  offered  by  him. 

May  this  be  our  happy  character  and  fitu- 
ation,  that  we  may  obtain  the  befl:  direction 
through  life,  the  raoft  folid  comfort  in  af- 
fliction, the  fvvreeteft  enjoyment  of  whatever 
profperity  Providence  may  confer  upon  us, 
and  the  mofl  valuable  fupport  in  the  hour 
of  death.  Then  will  the  exaltation  of  our 
bleffed  Lord  to  the  right  hand  of  his  Father 
be  matter  of  well-founded  joy  and  triumph 
to  us.  And  when  we  have  finifhed  our 
courfe  here,  we  fhall  have  the  happinefs  to  be 
ranked  with  the  fpirits  of  jufl  men  made  per- 
fect, and  be  for  ever  fixed  in  his  immediate 
prefence,  not  only  to  behold  the  glory  which 
the  Father  hath  given  him,  but  alfo,  in  our 
meafure,  to  partake  of  it.  Which  God  of 
his  infinite  mercy  grant  through  Jefus  Chrill 
our  Lord.  SER^ 
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SERMON     XVIII. 

Let  not  your  hearts  be  troubled,  ye  believe  in 
God  believe  alfo  in  me.  In  my  Fathers 
houfe  are  many  7na7ifions,  if  it  zoere  not  fo 
I  would  have  told  you.  I  go  to  prepare  a 
place  for  you.  And  if  I  go  and  prepare  a 
place  for  you,  I  will  come  again  and  receive 
you  unto  myfelf  that  where  I  am  ye  may  be 
alfo.     John  xiv.  i,  2,  3. 

NO  character  has  a  more  powerful  claim 
to  our  love  and  elleem  than  that  which 
is  diftinguifhed  by  compafTion ;  and  among 
all  thofe  to  whom  the  amiable  title  of  com- 
pafiTionate  has  been  afcribed,  no  one  was 
ever  more  eminent  than  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift.  This  aflertion  might  eafily  be 
proved  and  illuftrated  by  a  variety  of  re- 
markable inftances  recorded  in  the  Gofpels, 
of  his  pity  for  the  multitude  ;  his  tender  for- 
row  for  his  friend  Lazarus,  and  fympathy 
with  his  furviving  fifters  ;  his  weeping  over 

Jeru- 
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Jerufalem,  and  praying  for  his  murderers 
with  his  expiring  breath  ;  but  upon  thefe  I 
forbear  to  infift,  becaufe  the  v/ords  of  our 
text,  as  well  as  the  whole  tranfaction  that 
precedes  and  follows  them,  are  very  re- 
markable proofs  of  this  point.  They  are 
well  calculated  to  engage  our  mod  ferious 
attention,  from  the  dignity  of  the  fpeaker, 
the  character  and  fituation  of  thofe  to  whom 
they  were  addrefled,  and  from  the  folemn 
and  interefting  occafion  upon  which  they 
were  delivered.  Our  bleffed  Lord  had  fre- 
quently foretold  his  approaching  death  ;  but 
his  difciples  feem  not  to  have  underftood 
him,  or  at  leaft  not  to  have  been  fully  con- 
vinced of  it  till  at  the  celebration  of  the  laft 
paffover,  wherein  he  aflured  them  that  this 
awful  event  was  at  hand,  and  fpoke  of  it  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  precluded  all  poflibility  of 
doubt  or  miftake  concerning  his  meaning. 
Then  were  all  their  expectations  fruftrated, 
their  prejudices  excited,  and  their  hopes 
blailed  ;  they  were  filled  with  conflernation, 
grief  and  defpair.  The  ample  experience 
they  had  of  the  wifdom  of  his  inftructions, 
the  power  of  his  miracles  and  the  charms  of 

his 
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his  goodnefs,  only  ferved  to  produce  in  their 
hearts  a  violent  ftruggle  between  the  elleem 
and  affection  they   had  conceived  for  him, 
and  the  mortification  and  difappointment  of 
feeing  him  apprehended  and  put  to  death  like 
a  miferable  malefactor,  inftead  of  raifing  him- 
felf  and  them  to  honour  and  grandeur.  Amidft 
this  forrowful   and  dejected  ftate,  this  dif- 
courfe  was  well  adapted  to  fupport  and  com- 
fort them  ;  every  exprelTion  in  it  was  direct- 
ed to  their  inmoft  thoughts  and  affections, 
and  it  is   throughout  full  of  an  inimitable 
dignity  of  fentiment,  fimplicity  of  manners, 
kindnefs  of   difpofition,    and   propriety  of 
addrefs.      His  view  was  to  flrengthen  their 
faith,  to  mitigate  their  grief  and  to  revive 
their  hopes.     He  difplayed  the  mofl  affec- 
tionate regard  for  their  prefent  comfort  as 
well  as  for  their  future  happinefs,  and  with 
the  wifeft  precepts  and  directions,  intermin- 
gles  fuch  lenient  confolations  and  encou- 
raging promifes,  that  none  of  the  ancient 
writers,  whether  philofophers,  hiftorians  or 
poets,  can  furnifh  out  fo  beautiful  a  fcene  of 
friendfhip  as  is  delineated  in  this  parting  in- 
terview between  Chrift  and  bis  difciples. 

X  What 
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What  can  be  imagined  more  affecting,  or 
more  confolatory  than  the  manner  in  which 
our  blefled  Lord  introduces  this  addrefs  ? 
"  Let  not  your  hearts  be  troubled :  ye  be- 
'•'  lieve  in  God  beUeve  alfo  in  me.     In  my 
*'  Father's"  houfe  are  many   manfions  :    if  it 
''  were  not  fo  I  would  have  told  you.     I  go 
*'  to  prepare  a  place  for  you.     And  if  I  go 
"  and  prepare  a  place  for  you,  I  will  come 
"  again  and  receive  you  unto  myfelf,  that 
"  where  I  am,  there  ye  may  be  alfo."     As 
from  the  evidence  of  his  vvorks  which  you 
fee,  you  believe  in  an  invifible  God,  fo  let 
the  miracles  you  have  feen  me  perform  en- 
gage you  to  confide  in  me,  though  I  am  now 
going  to  depart  from  you,  and  to  be  for  a 
time  invifible  ;    let  not  therefore  my  fuffer- 
ings  and  death  plunge  you  into  defpair,  as  if 
I  were  about  to  perifh  entirely,  or  to  be  fe- 
parated  from  you  for  ever,  or  as  if  my  pre- 
tcnfions  to  the  character  of  the  Melfiah,  and 
your  hopes  of  my  rifing  to  power  and  glory, 
and  becoming  your  Prince  and  Deliverer 
were  defeated.     This  v/orld  is  not  the  only 
fcene  of  exillence  and  life,  or  of  honour  and 
power.     In  the  univerfe  of  God's  creation 

there 
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there  are  numberlefs  different  worlds  and 
places  of  refidence,  and  death  will  be  to  me 
only  a  paffage  into  another  ftate,  where  I 
fhali  have  an  opportunity  of  employing  my 
care  and  pov/er  for  the  greater  advantage  of 
my  difciples ;  and  the  intent  of  my  leaving 
you  at  prefent  and  going  into  that  other 
ftate,  is  to  prepare  for  your  reception  there, 
after  which  I  will  come  again  and  tranflate 
you  into  it,  that  you  may  dwell  together 
with  me  for  ever.  In  this  manner  did  the 
departing  Saviour  cheer  his  defponding  dif- 
ciples, enlarging  their  underftanding,  con- 
firming  their  belief  and  reviving  their  hopes. 
It  is  a  character  peculiar  to  our  Lord's 
difcourfes,  that  he  exprelTes  the  fullefl  fenfe 
and  the  mofl  fublime  fentiments  with  the 
greatefl  fimplicity  and  familiarity  of  lan- 
guage. The  apoftles,  when  fpeaking  of  a 
future  ftate,  ufe  the  moft  pompous  expref- 
fions :  they  feem  to  be  overwhelmed  with 
the  greatnefs  and  dazzled  with  the  luftre  of 
the  fubject ;  whereas  Chrifl;  mentions  it  with 
the  moft  familiar  fimplicity,  as  a  Prince  who 
had  been  educated  in  a  fplendid  court  would 
fpeak  with  the  utmoft  eafe  of  many  magnifi- 
X  2  cent 
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cent  tilings  in  it,  the  view  of  which  would 
afloniili  and  confound  thofe  who  were  un- 
accuflomed  to  them.  As  with  the  utmoft 
juflice  and  propriety  he  (lyles  the  fupreme 
Being,  Father,  fo  he  here  calls  the  univerfe 
the  houfe  of  his  Father,  in  which  he  fays 
there  are  many  manfions,  various  fcenes  and 
places  of  refidence  for  his  different  crea- 
tures. 

Confined  as  we  are  to  the  farface  of  the 
earth,  limited  by  imperfect  organs  of  fenfe 
and  a  narrow  fphere  of  exifrence,  we  can 
fee  and  know  but  little  of  the  boundlefs 
works  of  the  almighty  Creator.  What  know- 
ledge the  moft  minute  infect,  confined  to  its 
little  cell,  has  of  the  whole  earth,  and  of  all 
the  tribes  of  men  and  other  animals,  fuch, 
in  proportion,  is  our  knowledge  of  the  fur- 
rounding  fyftem  of  the  univerfe. 

But  as  we  fee  the  earth  replenifhed  with 
numberlefs  animals  of  various  forms,  and 
placed  in  different  flates  and  conditions ;  as 
we  fee  a  regular  o-radation  in  the  various 
fpecies  of  creatures,  from  the  lowed  infect 
to  the  higheft  of  mankind,  fo  it  is  reafonable 
to  believe  that  all  the  living  creatures  which 
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inhabit  the  earth  bear  but  a  fmall  proportion 
in  number  to  the  Hving  inhabitants   of  the 
univerfe  in  general ;    that,  as  mankind  are 
raifed  in   capacity,  dignity  and  enjoyment, 
above  the  lower  animals,  there  are  alfo  crea- 
tures of  ranks  and   orders   afcending  above 
us  in  endlefs  gradation  :  and  as  this  earth  is 
the  appointed   refidence   and  habitation  of 
mankind,  fo  there  are    innumerable  other 
worlds  and  regions  infinitely  various,  each 
pofTefTed  by,  and  repleniihed  with  its  own 
proper  inhabitants.     The   difcoveries   made 
in  natural  philofophy  extend  fo  far  as  to 
afcertain   that    there    are    feveral    material 
worlds  fituated  within  the  reach  of  the  hu- 
man eye,  which  have  fo  great  an  aflBnity  to 
the  world  we  inhabit  as  to  afford  the  ftrong- 
eft  prefumption  that  they  are  in  like  manner 
filled  with  their  own  proper  and  living  inha- 
bitants, who   like  ourfelves  derive  fupport 
and  benefit  from  the  light  and  heat  of  the 
fun.     If  then  our  own  fyllem  be  of  this  na- 
ture and  extent,  it  is  probable   that  in  im- 
meafurable  fpace  there  are  numberlefs  fyf- 
tems  or  ftates  of  being,  which   neither  are 
nor  can  be  fubject  to  any  of  our  fenfes,  and 
X  3  of 
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of  which  it  is  impoflible  for  us  at  prefent  to 
form  any  idea. 

As  a  man  blind  from  his  birth  cannot  form 
the  lead  conception  of  light  and  colours, 
and  is  brought  into  a  new  and  higher  flate 
and  capacity  of  action  and  enjoyment  when 
the  fenfe  of  feeing  is  given  him,  fo  the  al- 
mighty power  of  God  may  give  to  other 
creatures  faculties  of  which  we  have  not  the 
leaft  idea ;  or  may  tranflate  them  into  a  new 
and  higher  ilate  of  exiflence,  and  impart  to 
them  powers  and  means  of  enjoyment  and 
happinefs,  of  which  in  their  former  flate 
they  could  not  form  any  notion.  But  we 
may  with  the  greatefl:  probability  conclude, 
that  every  fpecies  and  order  of  beings 
throughout  the  univerfe  pofTefs  manfions, 
fpheres  of  activity,  objects  and  means  of 
happinefs  fuitable  to  their  refpective  natures 
and  qualities. 

With  regard  to  ourfelves  and  the  whole 
human  fpecies^  it  is  not  to  be  prefumed  that 
we  can  comprehend  all  the  various  ends  and 
wife  purpofes  which  the  Almighty  had  in 
view  in  the  formation  of  mankind.  We 
cannot  therefore  judge  wdth  certainty  from 
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reafon  alone,  what  is  his  defign  with  regard 
to  our  duration,  nor  abfolutely  determine 
that  moft  important  queftion,  whether  man- 
kind are  totally  deftroyed  at  death,  or  whe- 
ther they  (hall  furvive  that  change,  and  pafs 
into  another  (late.  But  fuppofing  we  (liould 
form  a  hope  that,  in  general,  death  does  not 
put  an  end  to  our  exiftence,  and  that  we 
{hall  pafs  into  fome  other  (late,  yet  how  ma- 
ny doubts,  how  many  difficulties  dill  remain 
unrefolved  by  any  arguments  that  human 
reafon  can  produce  !  If  the  light  of  nature 
does  afford  fome  glimmering  hopes,  fome 
dubious  intimations  and  prefages  of  a  future 
ftate,  yet  how  blank  is  the  profpect !  What 
fhadows,  clouds  and  darknefs  reft  upon  it, 
impenetrable  to  human  eyes,  and  beyond 
the  reach  of  our  moft  curious  refearches. 

But  is  it  not  natural  to  extend  our  inqui- 
ries further?  Can  we  help  being  folicitous 
to  know  whether  there  be  any  place  pre- 
pared to  receive  us  after  death  ?  Any  par- 
ticular regions,  any  habitations  or  manhons 
appointed  to  us  in  the  univerfe?  When  our 
fouls  launch  into  the  boundlefs  ocean  of  un- 
known being,  fliall  they  wander  folitary  and 
•X  4  forlorn 
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forlorn  through  the  abyfs  of  immenfity  and 
eternity — or  who  (hall  be  our  pilot  and  con- 
ductor? For  whofe  friendly  guidance  and 
protection  may  we  hope  ?  In  whofe  terri- 
tories (liall  we  arrive  ?  To  whofe  govern- 
ment and  jurifdiction  fhall  we  be  fubject  ? 
With  what  fociety  fhall  we  claim  acquain- 
tance? Or  mud  we  be  loft  in  the  deferts 
of  creation,  having  no  place  of  refuge,  no 
home  or  habitation,  no  friends,  no  Saviour, 
Protector  and  Governor  ? 

All  thefe  interefting  queftions,  which  the 
light  of  nature  cannot  refolve,  are  fully  an- 
fwered  by  our  bleffed  Lord  in  the  words  of 
our  text,  where  he  aflures  all  his  obedient 
followers,  that  in  his  Father's  houfe  are  ma- 
ny manfions ;  that  he  left  this  world  to  pre- 
pare a  place  for  them ;  that  he  would  come 
again  and  receive  them  to  himfelf,  that 
where  he  is  they  may  be  alfo. 

In  this  world,  though  we  owe  every  thing 
ultimately  to  God,  yet  we  receive  nothing 
immediately  from  him.  We  are  born  and 
live  by  the  mediation  and  afliftanceof  others ; 
the  care  and  inftruction,  the  benevolence 
and  good  will  of  parents   and  friends,  are 
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the  inRruments  by  which  the  Almighty  im- 
parts all  our  fafety,  fupport  and  enjoyment. 
Thus  the  Gofpel   revelation  coincides  with 
what  we  fee  and  know  of  the  divine  conduct 
and  defigns,   and  confirms  the  natural  de- 
duction, that  fomething  of  a  fimilar  cecono- 
my  and  difpenfation  will  take  place  in  a  fu- 
ture world  ;  that  our  refurrection  after  death, 
our  fafety  or  falvation  in  a  future  (late,  our 
manfion  or  place  of  refidence,  our  manner 
of  life,    our  enjoyment  and  felicities,    and 
every  thing  relative  to  our  well-being,  will 
be  under  the  care,    direction  and  govern- 
ment, not  immediately  of  the  fupreme  Be- 
ing, but  of  fome  fubordinate  agent  or  mi- 
nifter. — The  whole  conftitution  of  things  in 
this   world  leads   us   to    apprehend  that  if 
mankind  are  to  live  after  death,  and  God 
has  appointed  a  world  to  come  for  them, 
there  is  fome  Mediator  between  God  and 
man,  fome  Deliverer,  Protector  and  Gover- 
nor, to  whofe  immediate  care  and  tuition 
mankind  are  committed,  as  the  diftinguifhed 
friend   and  patron  of  the  human  race,  by 
whofe  powerful  agency  and  wife  direction, 
all  things  relative  to  their  future  and  eternal 
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ftate  (hall  be  tranfacted  and  accomplidi- 
ed. 

In  this  view  the  Chriftian  revelation  is  a 
beautiful  comment  upon  the  religion  of  na- 
ture. It  informs  us  that  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift  has  received  power  and  comraifTion 
from  God  to  deliver  us  from  the  dominion 
of  death,  to  afford  us  protection  and  fafety, 
and  to  provide  manfions  for  us  after  we  have 
quitted  thefe  earthly  tabernacles.  He  is  our 
refurrection  and  our  life,  and  our  future  ftate 
is  under  his  government  and  infpection. 
That  we  might  truft  in  him,  and  rely  on  his 
care  and  protection,  even  in  the  article  of 
death,  God  raifed  him  from  the  dead,  and 
in  reward  of  his  exemplary  and  moft  perfect 
obedience,  hath  inverted  him  with  univerfal 
power,  committed  to  him  the  keys  of  the 
invifible  world,  and  conftituted  him  Judge 
over  mankind. 

The  idea  of  an  intermediate  power  be- 
tween the  one  fupreme  and  infinite  Being, 
and  his  frail  imperfect  creatures  ;  a  power 
friendly  and  benevolent  to  the  human  race  ; 
a  perfon  who  has  experienced  the  innocent 
infirmities  of  our  nature,  and  exhibited  eve- 
ry 
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ry  human  virtue,  who  has  himfelf  paffed  be 
fore  us  through  the  dark  valley  of  the  (ha- 
dow  of  death,  whofe  peculiar  charge  and 
province,  whofe  mofl  affectionate  concern 
and  important  enterprize  is  the  falvation  of 
mankind,  muft  at  once  appear  highly  phi- 
lofophical  to  the  reflecting  mind,  and  furely 
be  mofl:  grateful  to  the  human  heart :  nor 
can  any  thing  be  more  confonant  to  our 
amplefl;  views  of  the  univerfe  than  this  faith 
of  the  Gofpel. 

It  is  philofophical  becaufe  analogous  to 
the  eftablilhed  order  of  things,  as  the  power 
of  the  Almighty  does  not  produce  the  glori- 
ous light  of  day  but  by  the  operation  of  the 
fun  ;  as  his  unerring  wifdom  does  not  bring 
mankind  into  the  world  but  by  the  inter- 
vention of  man  ;  as  his  infinite  goodnefs 
does  not  beflow  any  blelTmgs  of  this  life  but 
by  intermediate  benefactors  :  fo  neither  will 
divine  power,  wifdom  and  goodnefs  raifc 
mankind  from  the  dead,  to  the  life  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  a  world  to  come,  but  by  the  bene- 
ficent operation  of  an  intermediate  power  ; 
of  him,  who  is  revealed  to  us  as  the  great 
benefa6lor  and  Saviour  of  men,  the  author 
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of  a  future  ftate,   the  refurrection   and   the 
life  to  the  world  of  mankind. 

Nor  is  it  lefs  adapted  to  adminifter  confo- 
lation  to  feeble  mortals.  When  we  confi- 
der  the  myfterious  and  momentous  nature 
of  that  change  which  will  befal  us  at  death, 
when  we  are  feparated  from  every  prefent 
object,  deferted  of  every  human  acquaint- 
ance, and  no  earthly  power  can  befriend  or 
relieve  us,  what  can  afford  us  fo  much  con- 
folation,  fuch  cheering  hopes,  as  the  belief 
that  our  fouls  fhall  not  wander  defolate, 
friendlefs  and  forfaken  in  a  chaos  of  folitary 
exiftence,  but  that  there  is  a  place  prepared, 
a  fociety  ready  to  receive,  and  a  propitious 
power  appointed  to  protect  us,  to  order  our 
flate  and  aiTign  our  habitation  ;  a  kingdom 
fubject  to  the  government  of  a  potentate 
moft  friendly  to  mankind,  who  will  give  to 
all  the  virtuous  an  hofpitable  and  kind  re- 
ception to  his  celeftial  dominions  ;  a  poten- 
tate whofe  government  was  erected  for  the 
very  end  and  purpofe  of  faving  mankind 
and  providing  feats  of  happinefs  for  the  fpi- 
rits  of  the  good  ;  that  amidft  the  vaft  varie- 
ty  of  ftates  and  worlds  in  the  univerfe  there 
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is  one  defigned  for  the  perpetual  inheritance 
of  good  men,  and  prepared  for  their  recep- 
tion by  the  care  and  agency  of  our  bleffed 
Saviour,  whofe  high  imperial  office  it  is  to 
raife  mankind  from  the  dead,  to  judge  them, 
and  to  put  the  virtuous  in  poffeffion  of  this 
everlafting  kingdom. 

The  great  end  of  all  the  actions  and  fuf- 
ferings  of  our  Lord^  of  all  his  procedure 
and  undertaking,  was  that  he  might  become 
the  author  of  this  immortal  happinefs  to 
good  men ;  that  he  might  obtain  this  celef- 
tial  province ;  that  he  might  eftablifli  this 
intimate  indiffoluble  connection  between 
himfelf  and  the  world  of  mankind  ;  when 
all  the  virtuous,  the  fons  of  the  refurrection 
{hall  be  formed  into  one  vail  community, 
the  object  of  his  eternal  care  and  love,  as 
he  will  be  the  object  of  their  admiration, 
efteem,  gratitude  and  obedience  to  everlaft- 
ing  ages.  Then  will  they  alfo  refemble  and 
be  allied  to  thofe  orders  of  fuperior  beings, 
who  are  now  fpectators  of  human  affairs, 
and  be  united  with  them  under  Chrifl  their 
exalted  head,  in  that  region,  or  manfion, 
where  his  everlafting  throne  is  fixed  ;  where 
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he  fiiines  with  ineEflible  glory,  and  will  for 
ever  employ  his  wifdom  and  power  for  the 
happinefs  of  his  fubjects,  by  him  redeemed 
from  fin  and  death,  and  clothed  with  im- 
mortality. 

Having  thefe  fablime  truths  revealed  to 
us,  it  becomes  us  furely  to  fet  our  affections 
upon  things  above  where  Chrift  fitteth  in- 
vefted  with  honour  and  dominion,  knowing 
that  when  he  who  is  our  life  (hall  appear, 
his  followers  (hall  appear  with  him  in  glory. 
By  this  hope  we  ought  to  be  animated  to 
follow  his  example  of  humility,  refignation, 
patience,  obedience  to  God,  and  benevo- 
lence to  men.  By  thus  dying  to  fm  and  liv- 
ing to  righteoufnefs  in  this  world,  we  (hall 
have  an  entrance  adminiftered  to  us  into  his 
everlafling  kingdom.  And  in  confequence 
of  this  chriftian  faith  and  obedience,  we 
need  not  let  our  hearts  be  troubled  by  the 
profpect  of  our  own  death,  nor  be  forrow- 
fal  for  that  of  our  friends  as  if  we  had  no 
hope,  but  may  enjoy  folid  confolation  amidfl 
all  the  afflictions  of  mortality,  and  may  at 
laft  with  calm  and  ferene  confidence  refign 
our  departing  fpirits  to  the  merciful  difpofal 
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of  our  Saviour,  in   the  blefTed  hope  of  an 
admifTion  into  that  happy  flate  where  he  re- 
fides,    and  of  being    ''  for  ever  with    the 
"  Lord." 
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SERMON     XIX. 

Happy  is  the  man  thatfindetJi  zoifdom. 

Proverbs  iv.  7. 

TF  we  look  into  the  fhort  hidory  which 
-^  Mofes  gives  of  our  firll  parents,  we  find, 
that  one  of  the  arts  employed  by  the  great 
enemy  of  mankind,  to  corrupt  th^ir  inno- 
cence, was  to  miffeprefent  the  commands 
of  God,  and  to  infinuate  that  they  were  fe- 
vere  and  unreafonable.  "  Yea  hath  God 
*'  faid,  ye  fliall  not  eat  of  every  tree  in  the 
'•'  garden  ?"  was  the  enfnaring  queftion 
which  the  tempter  propofed  to  Eve,  well 
knowing  that  if  he  could  perfuade  her  to 
think  the  command  harlh  or  unneceflary,  it 
would  not  be  difficult  to  induce  her  to  vio- 
late an  injunction,  which  fhe  mufl  then  re- 
gard with  difcontent  and  averfion.  But 
whatever  mifreprefentations  of  the  divine 
laws  may  have  been  caufed  by  the  malevo- 

Y  lent 


C   322   ] 

lent  defigns  of  the  wicked,  or  by  the  erro- 
neous notions  and  fuperPtitious  follies  of 
good  though  weak  perfons,  nothing  can  be 
more  certain  than  that  the  commandments 
of  God  are  not  grievous.  They  are  all  juft 
and  rational  in  themfelves,  and  enjoined  on 
us  in  mercy  ;  a  fmcere  obedience  to  them 
being  the  only  means  of  attaining  that  hap- 
pinefs  which  alone  is  worthy  of  our  nature 
and  confiftent  with  the  great  end  of  our  ex- 
iflence. 

When  therefore  any  thing  is  propofed  to 
us  as  of  divine  authority,  we  not  only  have 
a  right,  but  it  becomes  our  duty  to  inquire 
whether  in  itfelf  it  be  fit  and  reafonable,  for 
we  may  reft  aflured,  that  from  a  being  of 
infinite  wifdom,  jufticc  and  goodnefs,  no- 
thing can  proceed  which  is  not  perfectly  ra- 
tional in  its  foundation,  fit  and  neceffary  in 
its  obligation,  as  well  as  merciful  in  its  end 
and  defign. 

As  a  proof  of  this  our  blefled  Lord  never 
enjoins  any  thing  on  his  followers  as  effen- 
tially  neceffary,  without  adding  fome  cogent 
argument,  which  laiay  convince  them  that 
their  obedience  is  reafonable  in  itfelf,   and 
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conducive  to  their  real  welfare,    and   true 
intereft. 

A  remarkable  inflance  of  this  occurs  in 
the  converfation  which  paffed  between  our 
Lord  and  the  two  fillers  of  Lazarus  during 
his  entertainment  at  their  houfe.  After* 
mildly  reproving  the  too  anxious  afTiduity 
of  Martha,  he  recommends  a  care  to  work 
out  our  falvation  as  "  the  one  thing  need- 
"  ful,"  and  alfigns,  as  a  reafon  for  this  in- 
junction, that  "  it  is  a  good  part  which 
"  fhall  not  be  taken  away,"  or  in  other 
words,  that  religion  and  virtue  conftitute 
the  fovereign  good  of  man,  which  fhould  be 
the  grand  object  of  his  purfuit,  becaufe  the 
fource  of  his  fupreme  and  ultimate  felicity. 

In  treating  the  words  before  us  it  is  fcarce- 
iy  neceffary  to  obferve  that  the  wifdom, 
which  is  here  fpoken  of  as  our  mod  valua- 
ble acquifition,  confifts  in  fuch  views  of  God, 
and  of  ourfelves,  as  fhall  lead  to  the  wifefl: 
and  befl  improvement  of  our  being  here, 
and  will  terminate  in  the  utmoft  happinefs 
of  which  it  is  capable  hereafter. 

An  ingenious  philofophical  writer  *  has 

*  Harris. 
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juftly  obferved,  that  in  order  to  give  any 
object  a  real  claim  to  the  title  of  our  fove- 
reign  good  it  is  neceffary  that  it  fhould  be — 
a^eeable  to  our  nature — conducive  to  our 
well-being — fuitable  to  all  times,  places  and 
circumflances  of  life — durable — and  ina- 
miffible. 

Nothing  can  render  man  truly  happy 
which  is  not  agreeable  to  his  nature  and 
confiftent  with  the  grand  defign  of  his  exif- 
tence.  Within  a  certain  degree  many  of 
the  innocent  pleafurcs  of  life  claim  this  pro- 
perty, and,  when  enjoyed  within  fuch  limits, 
it  is  readily  acknowledged,  that  they  are 
grateful  to  the  fenfes,  that  they  exhilarate 
the  fpirits,  and  by  unbending  the  mind  in- 
vigorate the  faculties,  and  qualify  them  for 
nobler  purfuits.  Within  thefe  bounds  only 
can  they  be  defirable,  for  when  purfued  be- 
yond them,  they  become  enervating,  def- 
tructive,  and  the  tranfient  fatisfaction  they 
may  confer  is  mingled  with  fatiety  and  dif- 
guft,  and  followed  with  forrow  and  re- 
mo  rfe. 

Though  degenerated  from  his  original  pu- 
rity, and  labouring  under  many  moral  im-         i 
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perfections,  man  is  not  a  being  fo  totally  de- 
graded as  fome  Divines  have  thought  fit  to 
reprefent  him.  Though  pafTion  may  fre- 
quently place  objects  in  a  wrong  light,  and 
by  obfcuring  or  perverting  his  faculties, 
lead  him  into  error  and  vice  ;  yet  when  thefe 
caufes  exert  not  their  baneful  influence,  the 
genuine  bias  of  his  foul  is  on  the  fide  of  vir- 
tue, and  he  immediately  determines  in  fa- 
vour of  what  is  reafonable,  juft  and  fit. 
And  is  not  this  a  proof  that  whatever  is  fo  is 
agreeable  to  the  perfection  of  our  nature, 
whatever  diminution  this  perfection  may 
have  fuffered  by  accidental  caufes  ? 

Will  any  one  prefume  to  deny  that  it  is 
reafonable,  jufl  and  fit,  or  in  other  words, 
agreeable  to  our  nature,  to  cultivate  grati- 
tude and  love  towards  our  bell  benefactor  ? 
veneration  and  fubmiifion  towards  our  crea- 
tor and  fupreme  protector  ?  Is  it  not  natu- 
ral to  avoid  what  will  draw  upon  us  the  dif- 
pleafure  of  a  Being  of  infinite  power,  and  to 
purfue  what  will  fecure  to  us  the  approba- 
tion and  friendfhip  of  a  Being  of  infinite  wif- 
dom  and  goodnefs  ? — To  imitate  the  moral 
attributes  of  Him  whom  we  think  the  flan- 
Y  3  dard 
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dard  of  perfection,  to  love  his  creatures  be- 
caufe  he  loves  them,  to  be  jufl:  becaufe  he  is 
jaft,  to  be  benevolent  and  merciful  becaufe 
he  is  the  fountain  of  mercv,  and  to  confine 
our  temporal  purfuits  within  fuch  limits  that 
they  may  not  be  injurious  to  our  fellow- 
creatures,  becaufe  their  general  good  is  the 
grand  defign  of  the  Deity? — All  this  is,  and 
muft  be,  fit  and  natural.  And  is  not  this 
the  fum  of  our  duty  ?  Are  not  thefe  the 
fentiments  and  precepts  of  religion  ?  "  He 
*'  hath  fhewed  thee,  O  man,  what  is  right ; 
"  and  what  doth  the  Lord  require  of  thee 
"  but  to  do  juftly,  to  love  mercy,  and  to 
"  walk  humbly  with  thy  God." 

In  all  temporal  and  worldly  purfuits,  the 
object,  when  attained,  affords  not  that  fatis- 
faction  to  the  mind  which  we  had  fondly 
hoped  to  derive  from  it.  The  moil  exalted 
condition  has  its  abafements,  the  happieft 
conjuncture  of  fortune  leaves  many  wifhes 
behind,  and  after  the  highefl  gratifications 
of  fenfe,  the  mind  is  fliill  carried  forward  in 
the  endlefs  purfuit  of  new  objects.  The 
reafon  of  this  is  obvious,  becaufe  none  of 
thefe  objects  are  equal  to  the  faculties  and 
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capacity  of  man,  or  confiftent  with  the  great 
ends  of  his  exiRence.  None  are  fent  into 
the  world  merely  to  enjoy  temporal  fplen- 
dours,  riches  or  pleafures.  Whoever  there- 
fore limits  his  purfuit  to  thefe  will  experi- 
ence that  he  has  laboured  for  what  can  ne- 
ver fully  reward  him  when  attained,  and 
after  all  his  care  to  cultivate  the  object  of 
his  hopes,  will  reap  the  painful  harvell  of 
difappointment  and  difgull. 

Widely  different  are  the  efiPects  of  moral 
good  which  is  the  object  of  religion.     The 
contemplation  of  an  infinite  Being,  the  ftudy 
of  his   aftonifhing  works  and  difpenfations, 
are  objects  wdiich  will  afford  unceafing  em- 
ployment and  fatisfaction  for  the   moft  ex- 
alted faculties  of  the  fublimeft  genius.     The 
conffant  plrogreffive  improvement  of  the  foul 
in  virtue  and  happinefs,  and  the  continual 
approaches  to  the  perfection  of  its  nature, 
are  ends  worthy  the  exiftence  not  only  of 
man,  but  even  of  the  higheft  angel.     What- 
ever attainments  are  made  in  thefe  purfuits 
afford  full  gratification  without  fatiety  :  and 
fmall  as  are  our  acquifitions   of  this  kind  in 
the  prefent  life,  yet  the  beauty  and  gran- 
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(leu r  of  the  objects  will  charm  the  foul  and 
hifpire  new  ardour  to  advance  with  cheerful 
fleps  from  knowledge  to  knowledge,  from 
virtue  to  virtue. 

Another  condition  requifite  to  conftitute 
the  fovereign  good  is,  that  it  be  conducive 
to  our  well  being. 

Few  are  fo  limited  in  their  delires  as  to  be 
contented  with  the  mere  confcioufnefs  of 
exiftence,  without  afpiring  to  fome  object 
which  may  be  productive  of  happinefs.  With 
thefe  views  different  peifons  ftrike  into  va- 
rious paths  as  inclination  and  opportunity 
may  lead  them.  Some  wander  through  the 
flowery  walks  of  pleafure,  fome  tread  the 
thorny  ways  that  lead  to  wealth,  and  others 
climb  the  dangerous  fleep  of  ambition,  while 
each  imagines  that  he  fliall  find  happinefs  in 
the  road  he  has  felected.  But  a  little  reflec- 
tion will  eafily  convince  us  that  none  of  thefe 
objects  are  neceflarily  conducive  to  our  true 
felicity.  Even  of  innocent  pleafures,  which 
are  dependent  on  religion  and  virtue,  it  may 
be  faid,  that  when  purfued  beyond  a  certain 
degree  they  defeat  their  own  end,  and  be- 
come inlipid  and  fometimes  highly  detrimen- 
tal 
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tal  to  our  welfare.  That  neither  wealth  nor 
power  neceflarily  contribute  to  our  well-be- 
ing, is  evident  from  experience,  fince  many 
have  lived  happy  without  them,  while  others 
have  been  miferable  even  when  poffeilmg 
them  in  the  higheft  degree. 

Happinefs  is  not  made  up  of  tranfient  rap- 
tures and  momentary  gleams  of  delight, 
which,  like  rapid  torrents,  while  they  ftrike 
thefpectator  with  admiration,  exhauftthem- 
felves,  and  leave  the  furrounding  landfcape 
parched  and  barren.  It  confifts  in  the  en- 
joyment of  permanent  ferenity  and  calm 
fatisfaction  ;  like  the  fmoothly  gliding  river, 
ever  deep  and  full,  though  placid  and  filent, 
it  adminillers  conftant  and  equal  beauty  and 
fertility  to  its  cheerful  banks. 

Of  fuch  felicity  what  can  afford  a  fairer 
profpect  than  a  virtuous  and  religious  dif- 
poiition  ?  This  tends  to  preferve  the  defires 
and  palTions  within  due  fubjection,  to  pre- 
vent them  from  inflaming  the  imagination 
and  biafling  the  judgment.  Such  a  difpofi- 
tion  enables  us  to  view  objects  in  their  true 
and  proper  colours,  unadorned  with  ficti- 
tious and  delufive  attractions,    and  leaves 
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us  free  to  choofe  or  to  reject  as  becomes 
reafonable  creatures.     The  exercife  of  each 
particular  virtue  adds  vigour  to  the  foul,  and 
preferves  it  from  thofe  diforders  which  dif- 
turb  its  repofe  and  deflroy  its  fehcity  ;  while 
their  combined  effects,  heightened  and  ani- 
mated by  the  fentiments  and  principles  of 
religion,  elevate  and  ennoble  human  nature, 
render  it  fuperior  to  the  accidents  and  evils 
of  life,  and  fufceptible  of  the  pleafures  and 
enjoyments  of  a  more  perfect  ftate  of  being. 
The  true  Chriftian's  views  of  God,  whom  he 
confiders   as  the  Parent  of  mankind   ufmg 
every  method  to  bring  his  children  to  the 
perfection  of  virtue  and  happinefs,.  will  dif- 
fufe  over  his  foul  an  uninterrupted  ferenity, 
and  render  his  duty  a  pleafure.     No  evils 
will  be  able  to  difcompofe  his  mind,  and  to 
him  afflictions  will  appear  no  more  than  tri- 
als of  his  patience,  fortitude,  faith  and  re- 
hgnation,  neceffary  to  advance  him  towards 
a  (late   of  moral  perfection.     Confiding  in 
his  juft  and  rational  ideas  of  the  Deity,  and 
trufting  in  the  promifes  revealed  in  the  di- 
vine word,  he  can  never  fufpect  that  his  true 
happinefs  is  neglected  in  this  world,  or  that 
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his  fmcere  endeavours  to  approve  himfelf  to 
his  Maker,  will  mifs  their  reward  of  glory, 
honour  and  immortality  in  the  world  to 
come. 

,3.  The  third  quality  requifite  to  confti- 
tute  the  fovereign  good  is,  that  it  fliould  be 
fuitable  to  all  times,  places  and  conditions 
of  life. 

Let  temporal  objects  be  examined  by  this 
criterion,  and  we  fliall  find  that  they  are  li- 
mited to  particular  feafons,  and  can  be  en- 
joyed only  in  certain  circumflances  of  life. 
To    derive    fatisfaction   from    them,    fome 
proportion   of  wealth    and    profperity,    of 
health  and  vigour,    of  animal   fpirits  and 
mental    accomplifliments   is   abfolutely   re- 
quifite.   Whatever  pleafure  they  may  confer 
in  fome  fituations,  they  are  but  ill  adapted 
to  the  obfcurity  of  poverty,  or  the  difl;relfes 
of  want.     However  they  may  delight  in  the 
moment  of  health  and  cheerfulnefs,  they  fail 
us  in  the  hour  of  dejection  and  forrow,  on 
the  bed  of  pain   and  ficknefs,  in  the  near 
view  and   apprehenfion   of  death.      They 
polfefs  not  power  to  diffipate  the  gloom  of 
adverfity,  to  raife  the  languid  head,  to  foothe 
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the  troubled  confcience,  or  to  fupport  the 
foul  amidO:  the  terrors  of  diffolving  nature. 
But  the  fatisfactions  arifing  from  the  princi- 
ples of  religion  and  the  practice  of  virtue 
are  unconfined,  and  extend  their  kindly  in- 
fluence to  every  time,  place  and  circum. 
flance  of  life :  they  are  the  ornament  of 
youth  and  the  comfort  of  age  ;  they  embel- 
lifh  profperity,  and  afford  refuge  and  confo- 
lation  in  adverfity.  More  benignant  than 
the  foothing  opiate,  they  diffufe  a  compla- 
cent quietude  amidfl:  the  pains  of  ficknefs. 
Even  when  flelh  and  heart  fail,  when  the 
world,  with  all  its  attractions,  can  no  lon- 
ger amufe,  when  friends,  with  all  their  kind 
alfiduity,  can  only  drop  the  unavailing  tear, 
then  will  the  confolations  of  religion  and 
virtue  dill  fupport  us,  and  (bed  beams  of 
comfort  and  hope  to  difpel  the  dreary  fliades 
of  the  dark  vale  of  death. 

A  fourth  condition  implied  in  our  idea  of 
the  fovereign  good  is,  that  it  fhould  be 
durable  and  inamilfible. 

If  we  furvey  the  feveral  objects  which 
awaken  our  delires  and  animate  our  purfuits 
rcfpecting   this   world,    we  find  that,    like 
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paintings,  they  owe  many  of  their  attrac- 
tions to  the  particular  point  in  which  they 
are  feen  by  the  beholder.  Place  them  in  a 
difiPerent  light,  or  view  them  from  a  different 
fituation,  and  inftead  of  the  delightful  fcene 
they  before  exhibited,  they  prefent  a  difor- 
derly  confufion  of  colours,  a  (hapelefs  mafs 
of  unmeaning  deformity.  What  is  thus  de- 
pendent on  contingent  circumftances  cannot 
be  otherwife  than  uncertain  and  infecure. 
Every  fublunary  object  hath  this  condition 
ftamped  upon  it  in  the  mofl  legible  charac- 
ters. 

The  acquifitions  of  knowledge,  the  pur- 
fuits  of  learning  and  genius,  feera  the  leafl; 
connected  with  external  events ;  yet  of  the 
fatisfaction  ariiing  from  thefe  a  variety  of 
circumftances  may  deprive  us.  To  furnifli 
our  own  minds  or  thofe  of  others  with  the 
treafures  of  wifdom  is  highly  commendable  ; 
great  is  the  pleafure  arifmg  from  the  attain- 
ment of  knowledge  and  the  improvement 
of  f^enius  :  yet  when  confidered  abftracted- 
ly,  and  feparate  from  that  delight  which 
fprings  from  the  confcioufnefs  of  having 
rightly  improved  the  talents,  the  fatisfiiction 
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they  confer  is  by  no  means  fo  durable  as  to 
be  proof  againfl;  the  various  chances  and 
changes  of  life.  For  though  it  may  attend 
us  through  every  reverfe  of  fortune,  and  di- 
vert the  mind  from  pondering  on  the  evils 
it  feels,  or  from  anticipating  thofe  it  appre- 
Iiends,  yet  will  it  not  be  frequently  deftroyed 
by  weaknefs  of  body  or  dejection  of  mind  ? 
Will  it  accompany  us  on  the  bed  of  ficknefs 
or  in  the  hour  of  death  ?  The fe,  alas  !  are 
circumftances  which  overturn  all  diftinction, 
and  reduce  the  brightell  genius  or  the  moft 
learned  philofopher  to  the  fame  humble  le-i 
vel  with  the  ftupid  idiot  or  the  drivelling 
infant. 

But  the  fatisfactions  of  religion  and  virtue, 
being  derived  from  God,  are  permanent  and 
unchangeable  as  the  fource  from  whence 
they  fpring.  Dark  clouds  may  gather  over 
us,  and  render  all  our  temporal  profpects 
obfcure  and  difmal ;  the  bolts  of  adverfity 
may  be  launched  at  our  heads  and  blaft 
every  earthly  comfort ;  the  ftorms  of  mis* 
fortune  may  deprive  us  of  riches,  power, 
pleafures,  health,  friends,  may  place  us  in 
the  moft  abject  (late,  but  can  they  rob  us  of 
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the  confcioufnefs  of  an  upright  heart  and  a 
benevolent  conduct  ?  Can  they  deftroy  that 
complacency  which  fprings  from  the  love  of 
God,  from  our  humble  refignation  to  his 
will,  and  confidence  in  his  goodnefs  and 
mercy  ? — The  heart  engroITed  with  the  hope 
of  heavenly  felicity,  which,  though  remote, 
can  be  altered  by  no  mortal  contingency, 
has  an  invariable  foundation  whereon  it 
may  reft.  In  this  glorious  hope  the  interefts 
of  a  temporary  life  are  fwallowed  up  and 
loft.  Not  even  death,  which  tears  us  from 
every  fublunary  pleafure,  can  deftroy  thefe 
fatisfactions.  In  that  awful  hour,  the  true 
believer  experiences  that  religion  and  virtue 
conftitute  that  good  part  which  cannot  be 
taken  away,  and  confer  a  happinefs  which 
the  king  of  terrors  cannot  trouble — a  hap- 
pinefs which,  from  an  increafing  experience 
of  God's  favour  and  more  diftinct  views  of 
his  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  will  be  approach- 
ing nearer  and  nearer  to  perfection  through 
all  eternity. 

Thus  have  we  feen  that  religion  and  vir^ 
tue  ought  to  be  confidered  and  purfued  as 
the  fovereign  good  of  man,  becaufe  in  the 
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liighefl  degree  agreeable  to  our  nature,  con* 
ducive  to  our  well-being,  fuitable  to  all  fea- 
fons  and  circumflances  of  life,  durable  and 
inamiffible. 

Suffer  me  now  to  clofe  this  difcourfe  by 
affectionately  exhorting  you  to  choofe  what 
alone  can  make  you  happy  in  every  fitua- 
tion ;  what  will  outweigh  every  difadvan- 
tage,  and  without  which  no  advantages  can 
confer  lading  fatisfaction.  Confider  well 
the  perifliable  nature  and  uncertain  tenure 
of  all  temporal  good,  and  as  the  dictates  of 
reafon  determine  that  true  happinefs  can 
only  be  found  in  the  w^ays  of  wifdom,  there 
let  us  refolve  to  feek  her,  as  in  feeking  we 
fhall  be  fure  to  obtain. 

Such  a  choice  will  fecure  to  us  the  favour 
and  friendfliip  of  God,  w^ho  will  either  pro^ 
tect  us  from  the  numerous  evils  of  this  im- 
perfect {late,  or  enable  us  to  bear  them  with 
patience,  and  to  improve  them  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  our  beft  interefts. 

BlefTed  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Ghrid,  that  in  this  important 
concern  we  are  not  left  to  the  dim  light  of 
nature,  and  to  the  flow  refearches  of  reafon. 

We 


[    337    ] 

We  need  not  fpend  the  bed  years  of  our 
lives  in  tracing  out  a  Firll  Caufe.  In  the 
volume  of  facred  truth  He  (lands  before  us 
in  all  the  fplendour  of  his  divine  attributes, 
and  in  all  the  comforting  relations  of  con- 
defcenfion  and  love,  which  he  is  pleafcd  to 
affume  towards  us.  There  we  behold  him 
who  is  our  Creator,  under  the  endearing 
character  of  our  Father,  inllructing,  advi- 
hng,  fupporting,  pitying,  promifmg,  and, 
though  threatening,  yet  pardoning,  in  his 
own  appointed  way,  the  penitent  offender, 
and  placing  the  crovv^n  of  victory  on  the 
head  of  the  hncere  though  feeble  combatant. 

How  fhall  we  then  efcape  if  we  neglect  fo 
great  falvation?  What  more  could  have 
been  done  to  affifl;  rational  but  free  agents  in 
the  attainment  of  happinefs,  and  how  de- 
plorable will  be  the  condition  of  thofe  who, 
in  the  midfl  of  light,  prefer  darknefs ! 

Would  to  God  that  the  choice  which  I 
have  been  recommending  were  as  univer- 
fally  adopted  as  it  is  juft,  reafonable,  ho- 
nourable and  profitable ;  for  wifdom  is  the 
principal  thing,  and  for  ever  happy  is  that 
man  that  findeth  wifdom. 

Z  SER- 
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SERMON      XX. 

All  things  are  lawful  unto  me,  hut  all  things 
are  not  expedient-     All  things  are  lawful 
for  me,  but  I  zoill  not  be  brought  under  the 
power  of  any.     i  Cor.  vi.  12. 

ECL AMATORY  harangues  againft 
the  manners  of  the  prefent  age,  and 
exaggerated  reprefentations  of  its  inferiority 
to  former  times,  are  equally  trite  and  dif- 
gufting.  The  general  funi  of  virtue  is  per- 
haps nearly  the  fame  in  all  ages,  and  vice 
varies  more  in  kind  than  in  degree  :  yet  fince 
many  diforders  of  the  mind,  as  well  as  thofe 
of  the  body,  become  epidemical  at  certain 
feafons,  it  is  as  much  the  duty  of  the  preacher 
to  guard  his  hearers  againft  the  infection  of 
the  former,  as  it  is  that  of  the  phyfician  to 
check  the  contagion  of  the  latter.  From 
various  caufes,  the  inveftigation  of  which 
would  be  foreign  to  my  purpofe,  the  pre- 
fent prevailing  difpofition  is  the  love  of  plea- 
Z  2  fure. 
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fure.  This,  where  the  objects  are  in  them- 
felves  lawful  and  innocent,  and  while  our 
inclinations  to  them  are  reftrained  within 
the  dictates  of  reafon  and  the  obligations  of 
duty,  we  wifli  not  to  difcourage,  as  it  is 
highly  amiable,  and  perfectly  agreeable  to 
nature.  It  is  however  a  difpofition  which, 
for  this  very  reafon,  requires  conftant  atten- 
tion and  care,  as  it  fteals  upon  the  mind  with 
a  power  fo  pleafmg,  that  it  enflaves  the  foul 
before  we  are  aware  of  its  progrefs.  In  this 
cafe  it  becomes  his^hlv  dansrerous,  as  it  def- 
troys  that  firmnefs  of  mind,  and  that  capa- 
city of  felf-government,  which  are  indifpen- 
fdbly  necelfary  to  all  who  wifli  to  live  in  a 
manner  conformable  either  to  their  nature  as 
rational  creatures,  or  to  their  exalted  vo- 
cation as  Chriftians. 

It  mufl  be  obvious  to  every  attentive  ob- 
ferver,  that  the  general  manners  and  cha- 
racter both  here  and  in  other  nations  of 
Europe,  have  undergone  confiderable  chan- 
ges within  the  memory  of  many  of  us  pre- 
fent,  by  the  increafe  of  luxury  and  a  tafte 
for  dilTipation.  In  thefe  circumftances  no- 
thing can  be  more  detrimental  to  the  inte- 
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refts  of  virtue  and  religion,    nothing  more 
dangerous  to  the  moral  character  of  indivi- 
duals than  the  perfuafion  which  feems  uni- 
verfally  prevalent^  that  pleafures  or  amufe- 
ments,  if  in  themfelves  lawful,  may  be  in- 
dulged to  any  degree.     In  oppofition  to  this 
pernicious  opinion,  it  may  be  hoped  that 
the  maxim  of  the  apoftle  will  have  fome 
weight,  as  it  is  founded  on  the   dictates  of 
reafon,  and  on  an   intimate  knowledge  of 
the  heart  of  man.    In  difcourfing  upon  thefe 
words,   it  is  my  intention  not  to  dilTuade 
you  from  the  moderate  enjoyment  of  lawful 
pleafures,    or  a  rational   love  of  innocent 
amufements,   but  only  to  remind  you  that 
thefe  things,  though  lawful  in  themfelves, 
become,  if  immoderately  purfued,    inexpe- 
dient and  hurtful ;  becaufe  fuch  an  exceffive 
devotion  to  them  impairs  the  vigour  of  the 
mind,  enfeebles  the  authority  of  reafon,  and 
tends  to  deftroy  that  virtuous  felf- command 
which,  even  in  trifles,  we  (hould  always  be 
able  to  exert. 

An  exceflive  devotion  to  amufements, 
which  in  themfelves  are  lawful,  is  on  many 
accounts  inexpedient,  that  is,  unadvifeable 
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and  improper.  In  order  to  render  any 
amufements  lawful,  it  is  abfolutely  requifite 
that  they  be  attended  with  no  pecuniary 
embarrafFment  to  thofe  who  indul^-e  in  them  : 
an  inexpediency  of  this  nature  is  therefore  not 
to  be  fuppofed,  but  however  w^ell  we  may  be 
able  to  bear  the  demands  they  make  on  our 
fortune,  will  not  the  inordinate  purfuit  of 
pleafure  confume  too  much  of  our  time, 
which  is  infinitely  more  precious  than  gold  ? 
A  large  portion  of  your  lives  is  neceffarily 
fpent  in  attending  to  the  demands  of  bufinefs, 
and  it  is  but  reafonable  that,  in  the  intervals 
of  this,  the  mind  fhould  be  fometimes  unbent 
by  the  enjoyment  of  innocent  amufement. 
But  if  the  intervals  of  bufinefs  be  moftly  fil- 
led up  with  indulgencies  of  this  kind,  if  our 
lives  are  divided  between  the  purfuit  of 
worldly  gain  and  worldly  pleafures,  how 
fmall  a  portion  of  time  will  be  left  for  the 
moral  and  religious  culture  of  the  heart,  and 
for  the  performance  of  many  duties,  perfonal 
and  focial,  which  are  incumbent  upon  us 
both  as  men  and  as  Chrillians !  But  the 
predominant  love  of  pleafure  is  inexpedient 
on  another  account :    it  not  only  leaves  us 
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little  time,  but  it  generally  prevents  our 
making  a  proper  ufe  of  that  which  remains. 
The  attention  becomes  diffipated,  the  nerves 
of  induftry  and  application  are  relaxed,  a 
languor  is  diffufed  over  all  our  faculties,  and 
it  becomes  difficult  to  exert  them  to  any 
valuable  purpofe.  The  mind,  habituated 
to  trifles,  becomes  incapable  of  attending  to 
any  thing  ferious,  and  nothing  but  the  view 
of  immediate  interefl  can  induce  us  to  apply 
even  to  what  is  abfolutely  neceflary,  while 
every  thing  which  appears  lefs  fo,  though 
acknowledged  to  be  our  duty,  is  delayed 
from  time  to  time,  and  at  laft  entirely  neg- 
lected. This  muft  be  in  general  the  cafe 
when  that,  which  fhould  only  be  an  occa,- 
fional  relaxation,  is  made  a  conhderable 
part  of  the  bufmefs  of  life.  The  perfor- 
mance even  of  the  moft  neceffary  duties,  in- 
flead  of  being  attended  with  cheerfulnefs,  is 
confidered  as  an  irkfome  talk.  The  inter- 
vals of  pleafure  are  fpent  either  in  the  wea- 
ry languor  of  exhaufled  fpirits,  or,  when 
thefe  are  recruited,  the  mind  is  occupied  in 
projecting  new  fchemes  of  diffipation,  and 
all  that  vigour  of  foul  v/hich  was  given  us 
Z  4  for 
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for  the  nobleft  purpofes,  is  wafted  on  trifles* 
and  left  to  languifh  under  the  moft  frivolous 
habits. 

But  it  may  be  urged  that  minds  as  well  as 
bodies  vary  in  their  texture,  and  that  fome 
of  greater  firmnefs  are  lefs  debilitated  than 
others :  that  many,  though  they  purfue 
amufements  to  a  very  great  degree,  care- 
fully difcharge  the  focial  virtues,  and  do  not 
entirely  forget  the  religious  duties.  But  are 
not  the  latter  frequently  omitted  when  they 
happen  to  come  into  competition  with  their 
pleafures,  or  when  performed,  is  it  not  with 
indifference,  and  without  that  cheerfulnefs 
and  ardour  which  ought  to  accompany  our 
devotional  exercifes,  but  which  can  be  at- 
tained only  by  cultivating  habits  of  ferious 
recollection  and  devout  attention  ? 

There  is  another  argument  which  the 
apoftle  feems  to  have  thought  of  confidera^ 
ble  importance,  as  he  has  mentioned  it  fe- 
parately  :  "  All  things  are  lawful  for  me  ; 
"  but  I  will  not  be  brought  under  the  power 
"  of  any." 

It  is  impoflible  to  make  any  valuable  ac- 
quifition  of  ufeful  knowledge,  or  to  attain 
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any  degree  of  perfection  in  virtue  or  reli- 
gion, without  a  certain  firmnefs  of  mind 
which  enables  us  to  conquer  our  lawful  paf- 
fions  and  reprefs  even  innocent  inclinations, 
whenever  circumftances  render  it  inexpedi- 
ent to  indulge  them.  On  this  power  of  felf- 
government  depends  not  only  our  moral  and 
religious  character,  but  even  our  eminence 
in  our  fecular  profeihons  and  worldly  cal- 
lings ;  upon  this  independence  of  foul  refts 
all  the  dignity  of  the  human  character,  as  it 
is  the  only  foundation  of  profperity  and 
comfort  in  this  life,  as  well  as  the  only  fe- 
curity  of  our  virtue,  and  our  hopes  of  hap- 
pinefs  hereafter.  All  the  duties  of  rational 
beings  in  a  ftate  of  probation  depend  upon 
felf-government.  Whatever  therefore  en- 
croaches on  this  becoming  manlinefs  of 
temper,  is  highly  pernicious  to  our  moral, 
and  deftructive  to  our  religious  attainments. 
The  neceffity  of  this  felf-government  in 
conquering  violent  pafhons,  and  refilling 
ftrong  temptations  to  vice,  is  univerfally 
allowed ;  but  this,  like  all  other  moral  at- 
tainments, is  acquired  and  ftrengthened  by 
habit,  and  if  we  accuftom  ourfeives  to  yield 
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to  every  prevailing  inclination,  we  fliall 
greatly  weaken,  and  perhaps  at  length  en- 
tirely deflroy  the  power  of  felf-denial.  OF 
this  men  are  fo  fenfible,  that  a  wife  parent 
will  make  it  a  principal  object  in  the  educa- 
tion of  his  children,  to  regulate  his  indul- 
gence by  the  degrees  of  ardour  he  perceives 
in  their  demands,  and  the  difpofitions  they 
manifeft  when  their  defires  are  counter- 
acted. The  fame  conduct  is  highly  ufeful 
with  regard  to  ourfelves  :  by  always  gratify- 
ing our  inclinations  in  trifles,  we  teach  them 
to  prefume  upon  their  own  importunity 
in  greater  matters,  and  render  ourfelves  pe- 
tulant children  of  a  larger  growth.  It  is 
therefore  ufeful  in  the  management  of  our 
paflions,  to  refufe  complying  with  them,  not 
only  when  they  aflc  improper  things,  but 
when  they  alk  any  thing  with  an  undue 
degree  of  impatience. 

Lawful  pleafures  and  amufements  are  pur- 
fued  without  criminality  only  when  they  aref 
confined  within  their  proper  feafons,  and  do 
not  interfere  with  the  performance  of  any 
duty  :  but,  even  in  this  cafe,  we  cannot  en- 
joy them  w^ith  fafety  or  expediency,  if  we 
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are  fo  attached  to  them  as  to  efteem  them 
an  efTential  part  of  our  happinefs  ;  fo  habi- 
tuated to  them  as  to  be  uneafy  and  difcon- 
tented  in  the  abfence  of  any  of  them ;  or  fo 
engroifed  by  them  as  to  be  unable  to  apply 
with  vigour  and  attention  of  mind  to  more 
ferious  fubjects.  When  we  find  our  love  of 
amufement  rife  to  this  exceffive  degree,  it  is 
incumbent  upon  us  to  check  it,  and  by  fre- 
quent exertions  of  felf-denial  to  conquer  our 
own  hearts.  This  is  abfolutely  neceflary  in 
order  to  avoid  the  crime  of  beina;  "  lovers  of 
"  pleafure  more  than  lovers  of  God." 

When  engaged  in  fcenes  of  amufement, 
the  mind  is  relaxed,  and  in  the  unguarded 
moment  of  cheerfulnefs  we  are  liable  totranf- 
grefs  the  limits  which  we  are  at  other  times 
careful  to  preferve.  Who  is  there  that 
has  not  at  fuch  feafons  faid  or  done  things 
which  have  expofed  him  to  the  cenfure  of 
others,  and  for  which,  in  the  fober  hour  of 
reflection,  he  has  fe'verely  condemned  him- 
felf  ? — With  regard  to  others,  we  ought  to 
make  the  moft  candid  and  charitable  allow- 
ances for  the  frailties  into  which  they  are 
furprifed  from  the  unfufpicious  opennefs  of 

a  fo- 


C    348    ] 

a  fociai  and  benevolent  heart.  But  this  cir- 
CLimftance  fliews  the  abfolute  necefhty  of 
interpofing  feafons  of  recollection  and  felf- 
examination,  that  we  may  check  this  un- 
guarded levity,  imprefs  reUgious  fentiments 
more  deeply  in  our  hearts,  and  prevent  occa- 
fional  follies  from  growing  into  confirmed 
and  habitual  crimes.  If,  neglecting  this, 
we  devote  ourfelves  principally  to  the  re- 
creations of  the  world,  habits  of  carelefTnefs 
and  levity  will  grow  upon  us,  to  a  degree 
which  we  (hall  find  it  difficult,  if  not  impof- 
fible,  to  conquer ;  our  hearts  will  be  gradu-^ 
ally  alienated  from  the  love  of  God,  our 
virtue  will  be  no  longer  fuftained  by  the 
principles  and  motives  of  religion,  but  will 
depend  merely  on  our  regard  for  worldly 
reputation  and  intereft.  And  how  feeble 
will  be  thefe  fupports  when  we  have  loft  the 
power  of  felf-government,  and  are  "  like  a 
"  city  that  is  broken  down  and  without 
•'•'  walls;"  open  and  defencelefs  amidft  temp- 
tations, which,  ftrengthened  by  our  weak- 
nefs,  will  affault  us  on  every  fide. 

Thefe  are  inconveniencies   attending   an 
immoderate  love  and  exceifive  purfuit  of  the 

moll 


C  349  ] 
moft  lawful  pleafures,  which  will  affect  even 
the  moft  opulent  and  wealthy.  And  though 
forae,  of  greater  natural  fortitude,  may  feel 
thefe  ill  confequences  in  a  lefs  degree  than 
others,  yet  let  fuch  confider,  that  their  ex- 
amples may  be  highly  detrimental  to  the 
welfare  of  fociety,  by  enfnaring  others  of 
weaker  minds  to  attempt  the  fame  dangerous 
experiment. 

But  in  vain  would  thofe  of  a  more  ele- 
vated ftation  attempt  to  confine  the  immo- 
derate purfuit  of  pleafure  within  their  own 
circle.  In  this,  as  in  every  thing  elfe,  they 
will  be  imitated  by  their  inferiors,  who  will 
naturally  catch  the  prevailing  tafte,  and 
flrain  every  nerve  to  emulate  the  fplendour 
of  their  fuperiors  in  wealth,  without  confi- 
dering  that  what  is  only  inexpedient  in  thofe 
of  greater  affluence,  is  highly  criminal  in 
others,  whofe  circumftances  are  more  con- 
tracted. In  fuch  all  the  ill  confequences  of 
an  immoderate  attachment  to  pleafure,  which 
we  have  already  furveyed,  are  aggravated 
and  increafed  by  circumftances  too  nume- 
rous, as  well  as  too  obvious  to  be  detail- 
ed. 

A  love 
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A  love  of  pleafure  is  natural  to  us,  nor  do 
I  mean  feverely  to  declaim  againft  an  occa- 
fional  participation  of  fuch  things  as  are  in 
themfelves  innocent :  fome  amufements  are 
indeed  preferable  to  others,  as  they  have 
this  advantage,  that,  when  properly  purfu- 
ed,  they  inform  the  mind  and  infpire  a  love 
of  virtue,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  give 
pleafure  to  the  imagination,  and  agreeably 
excite  the  affections.  Of  this  nature  are  the 
elegant  and  rational  pleafures  of  converfa- 
tion,  the  perufal  of  well  chofen  works  of 
genius  and  fancy,  and  the  cultivation  of 
thofe  fludies  which  come  under  the  denomi- 
nation of  the  fine  arts.  Games  of  fldll, 
though  they  neither  inform  nor  improve  the 
mind,  are  not  always  reprehenlible,  pro- 
vided ill  fuccefs  does  not  ruffle  the  ferenity 
of  our  tempers  or  injure  our  circumllances ; 
but  nothing  can  vindicate  that  fafhionable 
vice  of  our  day  which  excites  violent  and 
uneafy  pafTions,  or  is  prejudicial  to  our  own 
fortunes  or  thofe  of  others.  But  after  en- 
gaging in  the  above,  or  any  other  kinds  of 
amufement,  it  will  always  be  ufeful  ferioufly 
to  examine  your  own  hearts,  and  if  you  find 
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your  affections  fo  deeply  interefted  that  you 
cannot  v/ith  cheerful  indifference  refign 
them,  whenever  they  come  into  competition 
with  any  duty,  or  more  ferious  purfuit,  it 
will  be  prudent  to  deny  yourfelves  a  repe- 
tition of  the  indulgence,  and  thus  endea- 
vour to  wean  your  hearts  from  too  great  an 
attachment  to  them. 

As  the  love  of  pleafure  is  naturally  mofl 
ardent  in  youth,  young  perfons  fhould  be 
particularly  careful  to  avoid  an  undue  at- 
tachment even  to  innocent  amufements. 
Thofe  who  are  under  the  direction  of  wife 
parents  are  in  this  refpect  peculiarly  happy, 
and  ought  gratefully  to  fubmit  to  whatever 
reflraint  in  this  'dYticle,  their  wifdom  and  affec- 
tion might  think  fit  to  impofe.  If  their  fu- 
perior  judgment  controul  your  inclinations 
in  this  particular,  it  is  your  duty  cheerfully 
to  obey,  and  to  refign  yourfelves  to  their 
guidance.  If  you  fuffer  a  difappointment  to 
abate  your  affection  to  them,  what  ungrate- 
ful as  well  as  thoughtlefs  creatures  mull  you 
be  !  How  little  impreffion  muft  the  tender- 
efl  love  and  mofl  anxious  care  have  made 
upon  your  hearts !     If  you  difobey  them, 
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and  treat  their  orders  with  contempt,  you 
are  highly  criminal — you  render  thofe  mife- 
rable  whofe  happinefs  it  fhould  be  your  chief 
ftudy  to  promote,  and  you  injure  yourfelves 
in  the  word  manner  :  if  you  proceed  open- 
ly, you  lay  a  certain  foundation  for  future 
profligacy ;  if  fecretly,  for  future  hypo- 
crify. 

As  none  of  you,  be  your  fortune  or  ex- 
pectations what  they  may,  can  live  either 
with  comfort  or  reputation,  if  you  make 
pleafure  your  fole  object  and  employment; 
and  as  none  can  advance  their  worldly  in- 
terefts,  or  gain  a  fubfiftence  by  the  purfuit 
of  amufement,  it  is  incumbent  upon  every 
young  perfon,  and  particularly  thofe  who 
are  defigned  for  active  life,  that  they  do  not 
fuffer  their  love  of  pleafure  to  interfere  with 
thofe  purfuits  which  are  to  prepare  them  for 
their  future  employments,  either  by  taking 
up  too  much  of  their  time,  or  by  deftroying 
their  habits  of  induflry  and  application. 

Were  we  to  trace  the  progrefs  of  vice  in 
thofe  unhappy  wretches,  whofe  lives  have 
been  juftly  forfeited  to  the  violated  laws  of 
their  country,    we  fhould  find  that  many  of 
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them  have  been  the  children  of  honeft  and 
reputable  parents,  and  that  their  crimes  ori- 
ginated from  an  exceflive  attachment  to  plea- 
fures,  perhaps  at  firft  innocent,    but  which 
by  wafting  their   fubftance  and  deftroying 
their  habits  of  application,    rendered   them 
idle  and  profligate,  and  expofed  them  with- 
out defence   to  every  temptation.     And  it 
has  frequently  been  obferved  that  many  of 
thofe  miferable  females,  who  loft  to  every 
fenfe  of  decency  and  virtue  gain  a  wretched 
fubfiftence  by  proftitution,    have  been  edu- 
cated in  expenfive  habits  of  ftiow  and  difti- 
pation  by  parents  unable  to  fecure  to  them 
a  fupport  beyond  their  own  lives.      Cruel 
fathers  !  thus  to  caft  your  children   on   the 
world  deftitute  of  fupport,  and  yet  without 
thofe  habits  of  induftry  which  might  enable 
them  to  procure  an    honeft  maintenance  ; 
circumftances,  which  combined  with  an  im- 
moderate love  of  expence  and  pleafure,  muft 
render  them  an  eafy  prey  to  thofe  feductions 
which  otherwife  perhaps  they  would  nobly 
fcorn. 

In  fliort,  life  is  too  ferious  a  thing  to   be 

wafted  in  mere  amufement,  or  to  be  wholly 
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employed  in  any  purfuits,  that  relate  to  this 
world  alone.      The  time  allotted  for  our  re- 
fidence  here  is  an  important  truft,  of  which 
we  mull  one  day  render  an  awful   account. 
It  is  not  enough  that  we  have  done  no  harm 
with  it,  for  the  flothful  fervant  in  the  para- 
ble was  condemned  to  punifhment,    though 
he  had  not  abufed,    but  only  neglected  to 
improve,  his  talent :    nor  do  we  find  by  a 
difcriminating  attention  to  the  flory  of  Di- 
ves, at  whofe  gate  Lazarus  was  laid  as  a  poor 
fuffering  deftitute  mendicant,  that  the  lead- 
ing features  of  his  character  were  thofe   of 
vice  and  immorality.     He  was  amply  pof- 
feffed  of  the  good  things  of  life ;  he  enjoyed 
them  in  a  manner,  and  with  expences,  anf- 
werable  to  his  fortune  and  fituation.     His 
apparel,  his  table,    his   houfe,    and   every 
thing  which  furrounded  him  bore  the  marks 
of  affluence  and  elegance  ;  diftinctions  which 
accompanied  him   even  beyond  that  verge 
where  nature  has  appointed  them  to  ceafe, 
A  felfifh  regard  to  perfonal  gratification,  a 
devotednefs  to  eafe  and  indulgence,   and  a 
confequent  neglect  of  the  wants  of  others, 
are  the  only  accufations  brought  againfl;  this 
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man  of  the  world ;  yet  we  find  thefe  fuffici- 
ent  to  incapacitate  him  for,  and  exclude  him 
from,  the  happinefs  of  another.  We  muft 
therefore  employ  our  time,  in  a  manner  an- 
fwerable  to  the  grand  purpofes  for  which  it 
was  given  ;  and  though  we  need  not  abfo- 
lutely  renounce  the  enjoyment  of  innocent 
pleafures,  at  their  proper  feafons  ;  yet  we 
muft  be  careful  that  they  do  not  encroach 
upon  either  our  religious  or  our  fecular  du- 
ties, and  that  our  application  and  dihgence 
in  any  of  thefe  be  not  impaired  by  them. 
The  love  of  God  and  of  virtue,  together 
with  a  fincere  and  regular  attention  to  the 
duties  of  religion,  are  the  beft  antidotes 
againft  an  immoderate  attachment  to  plea- 
fure.  Thefe,  without  deftroying  the  inno- 
cent enjoyment  of  life,  will  render  us  fupe- 
rior  to  its  allurements.  The  habitual  ten- 
dency of  our  minds  will  then  be  towards  the 
fublime  objects  for  which  life  was  given  : 
our  prevailing  taftes  will  have  fome  connec- 
tion with  our  future  pleafures ;  even  our 
occupations  will  be  made  fubfervient  to  our 
advancement  in  virtue  and  holinefs,  and 
"  the  mammon  of  unrighteoufnefs,"  or  the 
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wealth  of  this  world,    will  minifter  to  the 
true  riches.     Our  trcafure  being  in  heaven 
our  hearts  will  be  there  alfo,    and  we  (hall, 
on  the  one  hand,  avoid  that  degradation  of 
character  which  mull  belong  to  thofe  who 
are  "  lovers  of  pleafure  more  than  lovers  of 
"  God,"  and,  on  the  other,  that  levity   and 
inconfiftence  which    is   the  natural  confe- 
quence   of  a  divided  and  oppolite  purfuit, 
and  the  deplorable  condition  of  too  many 
in  the  prefent  day.     Let  us  then,  under  the 
divine  blefTmg,  feek  to  improve  our  time  of 
probation,  whether  longer  or  fhorter,  in  the 
manner  which  at  the  awful  feafon  of  our 
difTolution  we  fliall  wifh  to  have  done.      If 
fuch  be  our  refolution,  and  fuch  our  general 
and  correfponding  conduct,  we'  fhall,  through 
the  mercy  of  God  in  Chrift,  obtain,  at  the 
great  and  folemn  day  of  retribution,    this 
approving  fentence  "  well  done  good  and 
"  faithful  Servants,  enter  ye  into  the  joy  of 
"  your  Lord." 
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SERMON     XXI. 

If  thou  haft  run  with  the  footmen  and  they 
have  wearied  thee,  then  hozo  wilt  thou  con- 
tend  with  horfes  ?  and  if  in  the  land  of 
peace  wherein  thou  trufledft,  they  wearied 
thee,  then  how  wilt  thou  do  in  thefwellings 
of  Jordan?     Jeremiah  xii.  5. 

THERE  is  no  moral  delufioii  more  dan- 
gerous or  more  common,  than  that 
which  men  practife  upon  themfelves,  when 
they  plead  their  abftaining  from  open  and 
flagitious  crimes,  as  an  excufe  for  their  in- 
dulging private  and  lefs  enormous  vices. 
They  fuppofe  themfelves  fecure  againft  temp- 
tations to  greater  iniquity,  and  imagine  that 
their  fmaller  offences  argue  no  depravity  of 
hpart  or  general  difpofition  to  fm :  that 
when  vice  appears  undifguifed  in  all  its  hor- 
rid colours  and  deformity,  it  will  excite  an 
averfion,  which  will  effectually  deter  them 
2  A  3  from 
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from  forming  any  intimacy  with  it.  But 
among  many  others  this  is  one  delufion  of 
fin  :  that  it  artfully  makes  its  approach  by . 
fmall  degrees.  It  filently  undermines  the 
foundation  of  innocence,  watches  a  fair  op- 
portunity of  affault  ;  and  when  it  fees  cau- 
tion off  its  guard,  then  vice  makes  the  at- 
tack, and  loads  man  with  its  difgraceful  fet- 
ters. 

How  very  abfurd  is  it  then  to  imagine 
that  we  fhall  be  able  to  conquer  a  greater, 
when  we  have  yielded  to  a  lefs  temptation  ! 
to  think  that  the  mind  will  be  fortified 
againil  a  ftronger,  when  it  has  been  fubdued 
by  a  weaker  attack  !  to  fuppofe,  that  after 
having  fallen  in  the  conteft  with  one  enemy, 
another  of  fuperior  ftrength  fhall  fall  before 
us  !  or,  to  ufe  the  metaphorical  language 
of  the  text,  "If  we  have  run  with  the  foot- 
"  men  and  they  have  wearied  us,  how  fhall 
"  we  contend  v/ith  horfes  ?  and  if  in  the  land 
^•'  of  peace  wherein  we  trufled  they  wearied 
"  us  then  how  (hall  we  do  in  the  fwellings  of 
"  Jordan  !" 

Man  is  endued  with  reafon.  It  is  the  dif- 
tinguifhing  mark  and   glory  of  his  nature. 

When 
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When  he  acts  agreeably  to  its  dictates,  the 
end  of  divine  wifdora   is   anfwered.     This 
principle   properly    informed   and  its  laws 
obeyed,  man  finds  peace,  joy,  and  confola- 
tion.     Paffion  and  prejudice  blind  this  inter- 
nal director,  prevent  its  operations,  deftroy 
its  activity,  defeat  its  purpofes,    reprefs   its 
afpirings,  fruftrate  its  attempts,  and  perplex 
its  defigns.     For  the  proof  of  this,    furvey 
thofe  melancholy  inftances  Which  every  day 
prefents  to  our  view  of  the  dominion  of  vice, 
and  of  its  tyranny  over   the  minds  and  ac- 
tions of  men.     Mark  beings,  fo  entirely  de« 
bafed,  that  the  Scriptures  are  well  authoriz- 
ed to  characterize  them  by  fools  ;  devoid  of 
all  wifdom  and  reafon  ;    lofing    the  diflin- 
guifliing  part  of  their  being,    and  defeating 
thofe  benevolent  intentions  of  God,  which 
are  evident  in  their  moral  endowments.     It 
therefore  becomes  the  duty  of  every  preach- 
er not  only  to  reprefent,    but  alfo  to  endea- 
vour to  detect  the  delufions    by  which   fm 
effects  the  deflruction  of  its  deceived  vota- 
ries. 

It  is  readily  acknowledged  that  there  are 

many,  who,  though  they  habitually  neglect 
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or  violate  their  duty  in  lefs  matters,  do  not 
proceed  to  any  very  great  lengths  in  vice. 
But  is  it  not  highly  abfurd  to  think,  that  for 
this  reafon  they  never  will  ?  that,  becaufe 
fome  parts  of  duty  are  tranfgreffed,  and 
others  omitted,  thofe  which  remain  will  be 
more  confcientioufly  performed  ?  Virtue 
and  vice  are  effentially  different  in  their  na- 
ture and  tendency  :  the  caufe  of  the  one  can 
never  flouiifh,  while  the  interefl  of  the  other 
is  promoted :  they  are  utterly  irreconcile- 
able.  Virtue  can  have  no  fecurity  from 
vice,  nor  can  vice  form  an  intimacy  with 
virtue :  they  repel  each  other,  and  are  in 
their  nature  directly  oppofite.  What  com- 
munion can  the  unfullied  light  of  a  religi- 
ous character  have  with  the  obfcene  and  pal- 
pable darknefs  of  fin? 

We  are  not  indeed  to  fuppofe  that,  in  or- 
der to  form  what  m.ay  properly  be  called  a 
virtuous  character,  every  blemifli  of  fm  mufl 
be  abfent ;  or  that  the  robe  of  innocence  can 
be  worn,  without  any  fpot  of  moral  defile- 
ment. Imperfection  necelTarily  cleaves  to 
man ;  "there  is  none  that  liveth  and  finneth 
*'  not,  no  not  one. '     But  in  this  cafe,    it   is 

the 
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the  deliberate  choice  and  indulgence  of  vice 
that  difcriminates  the  character.  Where  no 
fuch  deliberate  choice  and  indulgence  are 
found;  where  the  intentions  of  the  mind 
are  prevailingly  good,  and  no  evil  affections 
habitually  and  wilfully  cherifhed,  the  cha- 
racter,  notwithftanding  many  imperfections 
or  fudden  deviations  from  duty,  may  pro- 
perly be  confidered  as  virtuous.  Every 
good  man  feels  his  faults  ;  every  finner  feels 
his  iniquity.  The  former  is  forry  for  and 
difallows  them.  The  latter  extenuates,  and 
perfifts  in  them  with  feeming  approbation  of 
his  conduct.  This  forrow  and  difallowance 
on  the  one  hand  ;  this  extenuation  and  feem- 
ing approbation  on  the  other,  effentially 
diftinguifh  the  characters. 

It  is  to  the  man  who  indulges  himfelf  in 
the  coinmiffion  of  fmaller  fins  that  we  would 
addrefs  the  cautionary  interrogation  of  the 
text ;  the  man,  who  ventures  upon  vice  in 
fome  inftances  of  an  inferior  kind,  with  the 
confidence  of  fecurity  from  greater  tempta- 
tion; who  pleads  his  freedom  from  other 
vices,  in  excufe  for  his  allowed  tranfgref- 
fion.      Thus   the  Pharifee  in  the    parable 

pleaded 
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pleaded  his  freedom  from  extortion,  adulte- 
ry, and  the  open  violation  of  the  laws  of  fo- 
ciety,  as  an  excufe  for  vices  which  he  indul- 
ged and   cheriflied.      Thus  the  avaritious 
man  urges  his  temperance  and   abllemiouf- 
nefs  as  a  juflification  for  his  rapacity,  and 
love  of  wealth ;  thus  the  man  of  pleafure 
will  plead  his  generofity  and  benevolence, 
in  order  to  reconcile  himfelf  to  his  lefs  wor- 
thy purfuits.     And  this  pernicious  mode  of 
arguing  will  always  be  adopted,  where  men 
are  determined  at  all  events  to  indulge  thofe 
vices,  to  which  they  are  particularly  prone. 
But  what  fecurity  can  they  derive  from  vir- 
tue, as  long  as  they  wilfully  cherifh  fmful 
affections  and   habits  ?     Men,    as   well  as 
things,  are  liable  to  change  ;    their  paffions 
are  varied  by  age,  fituation,  and  a  thoufand 
other  circumflances.     The  frequent   indul- 
gence of  a  favourite  vice  will  fometimes  def- 
troy  all  relifli  for  it,  and  even  render  it  dif- 
gufting.     When  this  happens,    it   is  proba- 
ble that  fome  other  will  as  eafily  and  as  fuc- 
cefsfully  befet  them,  as  the  firft.     If  we  in- 
dulge only  one  particular  fm  becaufe  we  are 
more  ftrongly  attracted  towards  it  than  to- 
wards 
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wards  any  other;  the  cafe  will  probably  be. 
the  fame,  if  any  other  vice  fliould  feize  upon 
us  with  equal  temptations  :  We  fhall  fall 
as  eafily  by  this,  as  we  were  fubdued  by  the 
other.  We  fliall  adhere  to  it  with  fimilar 
pleafure,  (liall  practife  it  with  equal  avidity, 
fufpend  all  duties  for  its  indulgence,  and  de- 
lude ourfelves  with  the  fame  fallacious  rea- 
foning  as  in  the  former  inftance. 

The  prepoIfefiTions  in  favour  of  duty  are 
fo  ftrong,  that  men  even  plead  their  obferv- 
ance  of  it,  in  fome  inftances,  as  an  excufe 
for  their  violation  of  it  in  others.  Thus  they 
have  often  been  led  to  fubftitute  fomething 
inftead  of  obedience ;  hence  all  the  obla- 
tions, ceremonies  and  facrifices  of  fuperfti- 
tion.  The  tithes  of  mint  and  cummin  were 
fcrupuloufly  paid,  while  the  weighty  matters 
of  the  law,  and  the  facred  virtues  of  huma- 
nity were  neglected.  Hence  the  boafl  of 
good  works  to  fafcinate  the  eyes  of  deluded 
mortals,  and  to  compenfate  for  the  hns 
which  fit  clofeft  to  the  depraved  affections, 
to  which  the  omnifcient  eye  of  God  himfelf 
is  privy.  But  the  Almighty,  fays  the  finner, 
is  not  ftrict  to  mark  iniquity,  though  he  is 
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plenteous  in  rewarding  mercy  :  therefore  all 
my  obedience  will  not  be  unnoticed  or  un- 
rewarded, and  the  few  offences  I  have  com- 
mitted, to  which  I  was  either  conftitution- 
ally  prone,  or  into  which  I  was  betrayed  by 
thofe  very  imperfections  to  which  mortals 
are  liable,  will  certainly  be  paffed  by  with- 
out (Irict  animadverfion,  at  leaft  without 
feverity  of  judgment.  But  let  us  not  deceive 
ourfelves  with  fuch  groundlefs  reafoning. 
God  knoweth  our  frame,  and  reraembereth 
that  we  are  but  duft.  He  will  make  every 
kind  allowance  for  human  imperfections,  for 
the  violence  of  paffion  and  the  flrength  of 
temptations ;  but  he  will  not  accept  of  an 
obedience  that  is  intentionally  partial,  be- 
caufe  fuch  an  obedience  cannot  proceed 
from  right  principles,  nor  can  it  be  produc- 
tive of  that  improvement  of  the  moral  facul- 
ties, of  that  internal  goodnefs  of  heart  which 
mufl  be  the  foundation  of  all  our  happinefs 
in  a  future  ftate,  and  without  which  we  mud 
be  miferable  even  amidfl  the  enjoyments  of 
"heaven.  It  is  for  this  reafon  that  our  blefled 
Lord  tells  us,  that  whofoever  allows  himfelf 
in  the  breach  of  what  he  may  efteem  "  one 

of 
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"  of  the  leaft  of  the  commandments  of  the 
*'  moral  law,  is  guilty  of  all,"  becaufe  they 
are  all  derived  from  the  fame  authority, 
which  authority  is  treated  with  contempt  in 
whatever  inftance  it  is  habitually  difregard- 
ed ;  and  the  great  law  of  love,  on  the  ob- 
fervance  of  which  the  whole  of  our  improve- 
ment and  happinefs  depend,  is  equally  vio- 
lated by  an  allowed  difobedience,  whether  it 
relate  to  one  precept  or  to  another. 

We  generally  fuppofe  fome  future  period 
is  much  fitter  than  the  prefent  for  executing 
any  arduous  defign.  We  vainly  imagine, 
either  that  our  ftrength  will  increafe,  or  that 
fome  accident  will  afford  us  a  better  oppor- 
tunity of  exerting  it ;  that  we  can  difencum- 
ber  ourfelves  at  pleafure  of  the  burden  we 
bear ;  and  thus  we  patiently  bend  beneath 
the  yoke  of  (in,  and  fubmit  to  its  tyranny 
even  when  its  chains  miferably  afflict  us. 
We  idly  think,  that  upon  fome  future  occa- 
fion  we  (hall  be  able  to  fummon  up  all  our 
fortitude,  and  eafily  to  conquer  the  foe  that 
has  fo  often  maftered  us.  We  are  apt  to 
fuppofe,  that  we  can  enter  into  the  fervice 
of  virtue,  whenever  the  caufe  of  vice  be- 
comes 
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comes  hazardous,  or  our  revolt  from  virtue 
is  likely  to  be  punifhcd. — Vain  delufion  ! — ■ 
If  filken  cords  will  bind  us,  what  will  not 
chains  of  iron  do  ? — If  we  fell  by  the  firfl 
advances  of  fin,  which  then  generally  comes 
with  fmaller  force,  what  probability  have 
we  of  fuccefs  when  it  employs  all  its  artful 
ftratagems  to  overcome  us? — We  may  as 
well  fuppofe,  that  we  can  bear  the  perilous 
ftorms  ofadverfity,  when  we  have  not  been 
able  to  flruggle  with  the  common  evils  of 
life,  as  that  we  can  (land  againft  the  power- 
ful attacks  of  vice,  when  we  have  been  al- 
ready fubdued  by  its  artful  wiles.  Security 
is  man's  greateft  enemy ;  and  if  ever  we  reft 
in  it,  and  make  concefTions  to  vice,  our  ru- 
in is  nearly  certain  :  the  fell  deftroyer  will 
foon  throw  all  into  horrid  confufion.  In 
vain  (hall  we  then  attempt  to  rally  our  fcat- 
tered  powers,  to  fummon  our  fortitude,  or 
exert  our  courage.  Our  beft  refolution  will 
fail^ — we  fhall  be  amazed  to  find  that  fo  little 
of  it  remains,  and  afi:oninied  to  difcover  that 
the  llrength  in  which  we  trufl:ed  is  ener- 
vated ;  and  how  weakly  all  thofe  virtues 
exert  themfelves  in  which  we  once  vainly 

con- 
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confided.  At  length,  unable  to  refifl,  wc 
(hall  bafely  yield  to  the  conquering  foe,  paf- 
fively  receive  the  opprefTive  fetters  of  fin, 
and  bear  with  abject  fubmiffion  our  ignomi- 
nious bondage.  All  the  goodly  edifice  of 
virtue  and  true  religion  will  be  levelled  to 
the  ground — its  beauty  all  loll,  its  dignity 
all  degraded,  and  its  glory  all  eclipfed. — 
Then  will  vice  exult  and  tyrannize  at  large, 
and  inflead  of  the  liberty  it  promifed  its  de- 
luded votaries,  inftead  of  the  empty  hope 
that  futurity  fliould  bring  with  it  no  fatal 
confequences,  the  finner  will  experience  the 
chains  of  bondage  and  the  mifery  of  confine- 
ment. Dread  difquietude  and  gloomy  fear 
will  haunt  him  wherever  he  goes,  and  pain- 
ful remorfe  will  harafs  and  torment  him. — 
*'  But  whofo  looketh  into  the  perfect  law  of 
"  liberty,  and  contlnueth  therein,"  will  find 
that  the  fentiments  of  religion  and  virtue, 
which  he  has  perfeveringly  cultivated  under 
the  influence  of  divine  grace,  and  in  the 
humble  hope  of  acceptance  and  mercy,  will 
yield,  even  on  this  fide  the  grave,  pleafure, 
peace,  harmony,  felf-complacency,  divine 
confolation,  joy  and  hope.    Thefe  will  con- 
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fpire  in  a  delightful  union  to  fupport  and 
cheer  the  foul  of  the  true  Chriftian  :  they  will 
infpire  her  aims,  exalt  her  views,  open  to 
her  the  profpect  of  perfect  and  ever-endur- 
ing happinefs,  which  the  Father  of  mercies 
has  defigned  for  man,  and  which  he  will  at 
length  confer,  through  the  Son  of  his  love, 
on  all  thofe  who  have  fmcerely  endeavoured 
to  obey  his  laws,  to  cultivate  the  difpofitions 
of  love  to  God  and-  their  neighbour,  and  to 
"  live  foberly,  righteoufly  and  godly  in  this 
"  prefent  world." 


^   ♦   ■;>   * 
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SERMON     XXIL 

So  teach  us  to  number  our  days,  that  Zi)e  may 
apply  our  hearts  unto  wifdom. 

Psalm  xc.  12. 

IT  is  of  great  importance  that  we  fliould 
fometimes  make  a  paufe,  as  it  were,  in 
the  journey  of  human  life,  to  afk  ourfelves 
what  we  are,  and  whither  we  are  tending  ; 
and  for  this  purpofe  what  period  can  be 
more  proper  than  the  prefent,  when  through 
divine  goodnefs  we  are  permitted  to  fee  the 
conclufion  of  the  pad  and  the  beginning  of 
the  prefent  year  ? 

It  is  to  aflift  you  in  thefe  important  inqui- 
ries that  I  have  chofen  thefe  words,  which 
form  part  of  the  prayer  of  Mofes,  compofed 
in  confequence  of  that  awful  fentence  which 
condemned  the  Ifraelites  to  die  in  the  wil- 
dernefs,  as  a  punifhment  for  their  frequent 
rebellions  againfl  God. 

2  B  This 
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Thisfolemn  difpenfation  of  Providence  led 
the  Pfalmid  into  a  train  of  reflections  upon 
the  brevity  of  human  life,  the  contemplation 
of  which  induced  him  to  offer  the  excellent 
petition  which  is  now  to  be  the  fubject  of 
our  meditations,  "  So  teach  us  to  number 
"  our  days,  that  we  may  apply  our  hearts 
"  unto  wifdom." 

The  prayer  that  God  would  teach  us  to 
number  our  days,  by  no  means  implies  a 
defire  that  he  would  give  us  a  particular 
knowledge  of  the  term  of  our  exiftence  here. 
The  exact  bounds  of  every  man's  life  are  in 
mercy  concealed  from  the  fons  of  men,  be- 
caufe  the  knowledge  of  them,  by  filling  the 
mind  with  grief  and  terror,  would  produce 
evil  rather  than  good ;  to  attempt  therefore 
to  number  our  days  in  this  fenfe  would  be  a 
vain,  and,  let  me  add,  a  very  finful  kind  of 
curioiity. 

The  expreflion  of  numbering  our  days 
implies  feveral  important  duties,  which,  in 
humble  dependence  on  the  divine  bleffing, 
we  fliould  endeavour  conftantly  and  habitu- 
ally to  practife. 

It  implies,  that  we  imprefs  our  minds  with 

a  deep 
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a  deep  and  conflant  fenfe  of  the  brevity  of 
life  in  general.  Of  this  we  ought  frequently 
and  ferioufly  to  think,  as  of  an  obvious  fun- 
damental truth  which  admits  of  no  difpute, 
and  which  ought  conftantly  to  influence;  our 
practice.  To  render  us  deeply  fenfible  of 
this,  the  pious  Pfalmift  here  prefents  us  with 
an  affecting  picture,  in  which  all  the  powers  of 
comparifon  are  introduced,  and  applied  with 
the  utmolt  juflice  and  propriety.  He  re- 
prefents  us  like  flraws  floating  upon  the 
ilream  of  time,  carried  away  as  with  a  flood : 
and  as  if  this  image  was  not  fufficiently 
ftrong  to  reprefent  our  frailty,  he  adds,  that 
*^  in  the  morning  we  are  like  grafs  which 
"  groweth  up ;  in  the  morning  it  flouriflieth 
"  and  groweth  up,  in  the  evening  it  is  cut 
"  down  and  withered,"  To  heighten  the 
metaphor,  we  are  faid  "  to  fpend  our  years 
"  as  a  tale  that  is  told,"  to  intimate  that  they 
imperceptibly  glide  away,  and  are  gone  be- 
fore we  are  aware. 

Such  is  life  even  at  its  longefi:  date ;  but 

of  the  many  millions  of  the  fons  of  men  who 

enter  upon  it,  how  few  attain  this  period ! 

For  fliort  as  life  is  in  its  utmofl:  duration,  it 
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is  fhorter  far  to  the  generality,  who  drop 
and  vanifii  in  the  intermediate  parts  of  their 
journey  through  the  world.  We  are  befet 
as  with  an  hofl  of  enemies  in  battle  array 
againft  us  on  every  fide.  Numberlefs  are 
the  calamities  to  which  we  are  hourly  liable, 
by  the  leaft  of  which  we  may  be  inftantly 
fnatched  away.  Who  can  properly  repre- 
fent  the  delicacy  and  frailty  of  our  bodily 
organs,  which  the  flighted  injury  is  capable 
of  diflurbing,  and  even  of  deftroying  !  How 
many  are  the  difeafes  which  await  us  in  every 
period  of  life — many  of  thefe  the  effects  of 
our  own  careleflhefs,  rafhnefs  and  prefump- 
tion,  and  not  a  few,  interwoven  with  our 
conftitutions,  gain  ftrength  as  we  advance  in 
years,  and  at  laft  break  forth  and  confume 
us ! 

To  number  our  days  aright  we  mufl;  alfo 
conlider  how  much  of  our  time  is  already 
paft".  Some  of  us  have  fpent  twenty,  thir- 
ty, or  forty,  others  fifty  or  fixty  years  in  the 
world ;  fome  of  us  are  in  the  morning,  fome 
in  the  noon,  others  in  the  evening  of  life. 
With  regard  to  thofe  of  the  lafl  clafs,  moll 
of  their  days  are  pafl;    and,  though  they 

fliould 
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fhou Id  reach  the  utmoft  verge  of  human  life, 
the  remaining  part  of  their  exiftence  here 
cannot  be  very  long.  It  is  particularly  in- 
cumbent upon  the  hoary  head  ferioufly  to 
think  on  this :  but  let  not  thofe  in  middle 
life,  or  in  the  morning  of  their  days,  ima- 
gine that  they  are  exempted  from  this  duty, 
for  the  duration  of  their  lives  may  be  far 
fliort  of  the  general  period,  and  their  end 
may  be  much  nearer  than  they  are  willing  to 
imagine. 

"Whether  that  part  of  our  life  which  is 
already  pad  be  greater  or  lefs,  it  is  irrevo- 
cably gone.  Our  paft  hours  are  never  to 
return ;  but  are,  as  the  moral  poet  *  finely 
expreffes  it,  "  with  the  years  before  the 
*'  flood  ;"  and  our  recollection  of  them  will 
be  of  little  fervice  to  us,  unlefs  we  ferioufly 
reflect  on  the  manner  in  which  we  have  fpent 
them,  and  by  meditating  on  pafi:  errors  en- 
deavour to  acquire  wifdom  to  direct  us  in 
the  ufe  of  whatever  portion  of  time  Provi- 
dence may  yet  grant. 

Our  blefled  Lord  obferves,  that  "hemufl: 
"  work  the  work  of  him  that  fent  him  while 

*  Young's  Night  Thoughis. 
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*'  it  is  day,  for  the  night  cometh  in  which 
"  no  man  can  work."  This  we  may  with 
propriety  apply  to  ourfelves :  hfe  is  our 
day,  in  which  we  mud  perform  the  tafk 
afTigned  us ;  this  is  to  fecure  and  improve 
an  intereft  in  that  great  falvation  of  God 
which  is  proffered  to  us  by  Jefus  Chrifl. 
This  is  the  one  thino;  needful :  needful  at  all 
times,  and  for  all  perfons.  It  is  a  work 
which  requires  all  our  care,  and  will  claim 
our  attention  to  the  lateft  period  of  our  pre- 
fent  pilgrimage.  The  tafk  is  alike  to  all, 
not  fo  the  time  in  which  it  mufl  be  comple- 
ted. To  fome  the  day  ends  early ;  to  others 
at  noon,  and  few,  very  few,  attain  the  even- 
ing of  old  age.  Is  it  not  then  of  great  im- 
portance to  inquire  what  proportion  our 
progrefs  in  our  great  work  bears  to  the  time 
we  have  already  enjoyed  ? — Look  back  on 
life,  confider  your  days  that  are  fpent,  and 
afli  yourfelves  ferioufly  how  they  are  pafl  ? 
— How  many  have  been  your  days  of  va- 
cancy and  emptinefs? — Thofe  for  example 
pf  infancy  and  childhood,  in  which  your 
life  was  little  more  than  mere  animal  exif- 
tence.     How  many  have  flipt  away  amidfl 

the 
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the  inconfi deration  and  levity  of  youth,  per- 
haps, alas  !  in  its  folly  and  madnefs. — A  third 
part  of  oar  lives  at  lead  is  devoted  to  fleep, 
a  flate  in  which  we  can  hardly  be  faid  to 
have  a  rational  exiftence.  Reflect  how  many 
more  have  been  embittered  with  fick- 
nefs,  or  with  other  kinds  of  affliction,  in 
which  perhaps  the  powers  of  your  fouls 
were  rendered  incapable  of  attending  to 
your  great  work  !  How  many  of  your  years 
have  been  filled  with  wearinefs  and  vanity, 
and  devoted,  not  to  the  more  ferious  and 
-weighty  employments,  but  to  the  mere  tri- 
fles of  life.  Subtract  all  thefe  from  the  ac- 
count, and,  alas  !  during  how  fmall  a  part 
of  your  time  have  you  really  lived ! — But 
let  me  call  you  to  attend  to  a  yet  more  hu- 
miliating confideration.  Compute  the  days 
you  have  devoted  merely  to  the  world,  in 
either  bufmefs  or  pleafure,  and  how  few, 
how  very  few  to  God  and  religion ;  even 
while  you  acknowledge  that  thefe  are  objects 
infinitely  more  important  than  any  others, 
and  abfolutely  neceffary  to  your  final  hap- 
pinefs !  After  fuch  a  review,  have  we  not 
all  reafon  to  be  amazed  at  our  own  folly  and 
2  B  4  finful 
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finful  neglect  on  the  one  hand,  and  at  the 
forbearance  and  bounty  of  God  on  the 
other  ? 

How  many  of  us  may  fay  each  of  himfelf, 
"  A  large  part  of  the  time  allotted  to  human 
"  life  is  already  paft  fince  I  came  into  the 
^'  world,  and  have  been  fa^voured  with  the 
''  ufe  of  reafon,  the  dictates  of  confcience, 
"  and  the  aids  of  the  Gofpel  revelation.  God 
"  has  been  dealing  with  me  in  various  ways 
"  of  mercy,  but,  alas !  the  corruptions  of 
"  my  heart  have  often  rendered  me  unmoved 
"  by  all  thefe  kindly  motives.  And  if, 
"  through  the  benevolent  arrangements  of 
"  Providence,  my  life  has  not  been  ftained 
"  with  enormous  crimes,  it  has  however 
''  been  debafed  by  diffipation,  negligence, 
"  and  a  carelefsnefs  of  improving  the  mer- 
"  cies  I  have  enjoyed !  Notwithftanding  all 
"  this  unworthinefs,  God  flill  fpares  me,  ftill 
"  continues  opportunities  of  returning  from 
"  the  error  of  my  ways,  and  becoming  wife 
"  unto  eternal  falvation." — Let  us  ferioufly 
confider  thefe  things,  and  thus  number  our 
days  in  fuch  a  manner  as  may  lead  us  to 
apply  our  hearts  unto  wifdom. 

Wif- 
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Wifdom,  properly  defined,  is  the  choice 
of  the  noblefl  ends,  and  the  dihgent  Life  and 
application  of  the  moO:  proper  means  for 
acquiring  them.  In  each  of  thefe  refpects 
it  remarkably  agrees  with  the  wifdom  of 
religion,  which  by  the  apoflle  is  faid  to  be 
from  above.  This  propofes  to  us  no  lefs 
than  the  falvation  of  our  fouls,  and  the  ac- 
quifition  of  perfect  and  eternal  felicity,  the 
nobleft  ends  we  can  poflibly  have  in  view, 
and  the  means  it  recommends  are  "  to  do 
"  juftly,  to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly 
"  with  our  God"  in  the  exercife  of  faith, 
and  in  the  practice  of  virtue. 

What  can  be  better  adapted  to  promote 
this  wifdom  in  our  hearts  than  fuch  an  enu- 
meration of  our  days  as  we  have  jufl:  confi- 
dered  ?  Will  not  this  tend  to  produce  a  fe- 
rious  and  religious  concern  how  to  redeem 
and  improve  our  future  time  to  the  beft  ad- 
vantage ?  It  will  aHifl  in  correcting  our 
miftakes,  and  in  rectifying  our  judgments 
concerning  the  enjoyments  and  purfuits  of 
time  and  fenfe  ;  and  thus  prevent  our  over- 
valuing them,  as  it  will  remind  us  of  their 
fliort  duration,  and  of  their  infufficiency  to 
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afford  us  full  fatisfaction.  This  will  divefl 
them  of  that  falfe  and  fafcinating  glare  by 
which  they  too  often  impofe  on  the  imagi- 
nation and,  through  this  delufive  medium, 
upon  the  underftanding.  Thus  fhall  we 
learn,  not  to  defpife  them,  but  to  enjoy 
them  with  moderation  and  thankful nefs  as 
the  gifts  of  a  benevolent  providence,  and  cis 
talents  which  are  to  be  improved  by  us  to 
purpofes  infinitely  more  valuable  than  the 
mere  gratifications  of  fenfe.  In  proportion 
as  we  thus  learn  to  judge  aright  of  thefe  ob- 
jects, will  moral  attainments  rife  in  our  ef> 
teem,  and  the  important  truths  of  religion 
acquire  an  afcendency  over  our  hearts. 
Hence  our  affections  will  be  better  regulated, 
and,  as  we  ffiall  no  longer  immoderately 
fix  them  on  things  below,  we  fhall  direct 
them  with  greater  ardour  and  ferioufnefs  to 
the  invifible  realities  of  the  future  world 
"  where  Chrifl:  fittelh  at  the  right  hand  of 
"  God." 

Short  and  precarious  as  this  life  is,  it  is  of 
infinite  value  to  us  when  confidered  with 
refpect  to  that  future  exiftence  which  is  to 
fucceed  it.     Though  it  paffeth  away  like  a 
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(hadow,  and  is  vain  as  a  dream  of  the  night; 
though  it  withereth  like  ffrafs,  fadeth  Hke  a 
flower  of  the  field,  or  vanifheth  fuddenly 
like  a  vapour,  yet  is  it  the  foundation  upon 
which  not  only  all  our  prefent  blelTings  but 
alfo  all  our  hopes  of  future  happinefs  muft 
depend.  Confider  it  then  as  the  term  allot- 
ed  us  for  the  improvement  of  our  rational 
and  moral  faculties,  for  laying  afide  the  fol- 
lies of  moral  childhood  and  acquiring  that 
true  wifdom  and  thofe  habits  of  piety  and 
virtue,  that  dignity  and  excellence  of  cha- 
racter, which  the  Apoftle  expreffes  by  the 
perfection  of  manhood,  and  ftyles  "  the 
*'  meafure  of  the  flature  of  the  fulnefs  of 
"  Chrift."  When  we  reflect  upon  life  in  this 
view,  of  what  importance  does  it  appear  ) 
What  an  immenfe  work  have  we  to  do,  and 
how  little  time  in  which  to  perform  it ! 

Under  the  Mofaic  difpenfation  length  of 
days  was  efleemed  a  blefling.  It  is  beautir 
fully  reprefented  as  a  privilege  which  Wif- 
dom has  to  bellow  on  her  votaries ;  and 
long  life  in  the  promifed  land,  was  one  of 
the  motives  by  which  God  himfelf  enforced 
the  duty  of  filial  piety.     But,  to  accountable 
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beings,  accumulated  years  can  be  no  blef- 
ling,  unlefs  they  are  fpent  in  the  practice  of 
religion  and  virtue ;  any  more  than  grey 
hairs  can  be  an  honour  if  not  found  in  the 
way  of  wifdom.  Can  there  be  an  object 
more  contemptible  than  that  of  an  aged  (in- 
ner ?  But  if  contemptible,  how  Itill  more 
awful ! 

What  therefore  the  exhortation  of  the  text 
has  folely  in  view,  is  to  lead  us  by  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  brevity  and  uncertainty,  yet 
infinite  importance  of  life,  to  improve  it  to 
the  excellent  end  for  which  it  was  given. 
Then,  though  but  a  few  years  fhould  mark 
our  earthly  courfe,  yet  by  activity  and  dili- 
gence we  111  all  have  performed  our  talk,  and 
having  lived  much  in  a  comparatively  fhort 
time,  we  (hall  be  ready  to  depart.  Andfure- 
ly  to  a  mind  thus  prepared,  and  thus  dif- 
pofed,  the  fentence  of  difmiflion  fronva  mor- 
tal to  an  immortal  (late  can  never  come  too 
foon.  If  then  Divine  Wifdom  fhould  fee  fit 
to  ifTue  it  at  an  early  hour,  we  may  count  it 
joy  and  gain.  We  (liall  hereby  efcape  thofe 
years  of  labour  and  forrow  in  which  to  af- 
firm that  man  has  no  pleafure,    is   certainly 

to 
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to  fay  the  leaft,  fince  he  too  frequently  be- 
comes a  burden  to  himfelf  and  others. 

What  can  appear  more  frivolous  in  its  ac- 
tual exiflence  than  the  purfuits  and  occupa- 
tions of  childhood  ?  yet  upon  the  proper 
improvement  of  this  feafon  depends  the  wif- 
dom,  utility  and  happinefs  of  riper  years. 
Thus  it  is  with  life,  which  is  the  period  of 
our  education  for  a  future  ftate,  and  unlefs 
we  duly  employ  this  time,  we  (hall  be  more 
unqualified  to  derive  happinefs  from  the  en- 
joyments even  of  heaven,  than  the  mofl;  rude 
uncultivated  peafant  can  be  to  receive  plea- 
fure  or  inftruction  from  the  abftrufe  refear- 
ches  of  philofophy. 

As  we  advance  in  life,  our  taftes,  like  our- 
felves,  undergo  a  change.  We  no  longer 
take  pleafure  in  the  purfuits  and  objects 
which  occupied  our  former  years.  Thefe 
we  are  apt  to  defpife  as  vain  and  trifling, 
and  to  turn  our  views  to  others,  which, 
though  perhaps  not  more  fatisfactory,  we 
fondly  flippofe  are  more  worthy  of  men. 
Would  to  God  we  availed  ourfelves  aright 
of  the  changes  in  our  difpofition,  which  are 
fo  well  calculated  to  promote  our  moral  ad- 
vance- 
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vancement !  That  when  we  difcern  the 
emptmefs  of  thofe  follies,  which,  in  a  pre- 
ceding period  had  for  awhile  amufed  us, 
we  may  exchange  them,  not  for  other  fol- 
lies which  in  fome  future  time  will  appear 
equally  vain,  but,  for  that  religious  wifdom 
which  is  here  recommended.  This  we  (hall 
never  regret ;  but  when  that  awful  hour  fhall 
come  when  the  world  and  its  purfuits  fhall 
appear  unimportant  and  undefirable,  we 
fhall  congratulate  ourfelves  that,  by  attend- 
ing to  the  admonitions  of  the  word  and  pro- 
vidence of  God,  we  have  been  taught  fo  to 
number  our  days  as  to  apply  our  hearts  to 
that  wifdom,  which  is  from  above,  the  only 
true  fource  of  happinefs  in  this  world,  and 
the  only  preparation  for  everlafling  felicity 
in  the  world  to  come. 


SER. 
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SERMON     XXIII. 

And  the  Lord  commended  the  unjuji  Jieward 
becaufe  he  had  done  zoifely  ;  for  the  children 
of  this  world  are  in  their  generation  zoi/er 
than  the  children  of  light,    Luke  xvi.  8. 

THE  moft  pernicious  and  poifonous  pro- 
ductions of  the  vegetable  and  mineral 
worlds,  when  under  the  management  of  a 
fldlful  hand,  may  be  converted  into  a  faluta- 
ry  medicine.  And  thus,  in  the  moral  world, 
lefTons  of  heavenly  wifdom  may  be  derived, 
by  a  (kilful  inftructor,  from  the  examples 
even  of  the  wicked  and  unjuft.  Of  this,  we 
have  a  ftriking  proof  in  the  words  of  the 
text,  in  which  our  bleffed  Lord  commands 
his  followers  to  learn  a  lefTon  of  wifdom  from 
the  unjuft  fteward,  whofe  ftory  he  had  juft 
related.  His  behaviour  had  been  unfaith- 
ful and  iniquitous,  efpecially  in  the  conclu- 
fion  of  his  tranfaction  with  his  Lord's  debtors. 

One 
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One  would  have  expected  that,  when  his 
mader  heard  of  this  additional  piece  of  fraud, 
he  would  have  been  more  exafperated  than 
ever  againft  fo  bafe  a  fervant.  Yet,  inflead 
of  this,  our  Lord  tells  us,  that  "he  commend- 
"  ed  the  unjuft  fleward,"  i.  e.  he  admired 
the  dexterity  and  addrefs  of  the  man,  while 
he  condemned  his  injuftice;  and  immediate- 
ly fubjoins  this  piece  of  inflruction  derived 
from  his  conduct,  that  "  the  children  of 
**  this  world  are,  in  their  generation  wifer 
"  than  the  children  of  light." 

Two  general  characters  are  here  oppofed 
to  each  other,  under  which  all  mankind  may 
be  ranked — the  children  of  this  world,  and 
the  children  of  light.  And  before  we  pro- 
ceed further,  it  may  be  proper  to  inquire  in- 
to the  meaning  of  thefe  expreflions. 

Befides  the  proper  and  literal  fenfe,  in 
which  the  word  children  is  ufed  in  Scrip- 
ture, to  fignify  the  immediate  natural  off- 
fpring  of  parents,  it  is  frequently  applied 
in  a  figurative  fenfe,  to  denote  the  followers 
of  any  particular  perfon,  whofe  doctrines 
they  embrace,  and  whofe  practice  they  imi- 
tate.    Thus  all  y^ho  refemble  Abraham  in 

their 
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their  faith  are  emphatically  flyled  "  chil- 
"  dren  of  Abraham  ;"  and  upon  the  fank 
principle,  wicked  men  are  called  "  children 
"  of  the  devil."  It  is  alfo  ufed  to  denote 
any  particular  habit  or  difpofition  of  the 
mind,  whether  good  or  bad ;  in  this  fenfe, 
good  men  are  ftyled  "  the  children  of  wif- 
"  dom,"  and  wicked  men  "  the  children  of 
"  iniquity."  Hof.  x.  9. 

The  children  of  this   world,    then,    are 
thofe  who  doat  upon  this  world  as  their  beft 
and  only  portion,  and  are  governed  by  the 
influence  of  its  maxims  in  the  v/hole  of  their 
conduct.     It  prefents  a  variety  of  purfuits, 
each  of  which  has  its  votaries,  who  perhaps 
will  inveigh  loudly  againft  the  folly  of  thofe 
who  engage  in  a  different  track ;    but  they 
all  agree  in  this,  that  this  place  of  their  ha- 
bitation is  the  grand  object  which  engroffes 
all  their  attention  :    the  world  is  the  mailer 
they  ferve,  the  idol  they  worfhip,    and  the 
only  thing  in  which  they  can  difcover  any 
excellence.     Its  employments  fill  up  all  their 
hours  of  bufinefs,  and  its  pleafures  occupy 
all  their  moments  of  leifure.     Thus  they  are 
perpetually  engaged  with  either  the  one  or 
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the  other,  and  fo  infatuated  with  both,  that 
they  neither  hope  nor  defire  any  thing  be- 
yond what  this  earth  can  afford. 

Oppofed  to  thefe,  is  the  character  of  the 
children  of  light,  by  which  term  we  are  to 
underftand  thofe  who  are  habitually  under 
the  influence  of  the  nobleft  and  beft  kind  of 
knowledge,  that  which  is  divine,  and  which 
is  frequently  mentioned  in  Scripture  under 
the  metaphor  of  light.     In  a   general  fenfe 
all  thofe  may  be  fiyled  the  children  of  light, 
who  enjoy  the  benefits  and  bleffrngs   of  the 
gofpel  inflitution.     But  here  it  muft  be  un- 
derllood  in  a  more  particular  fenfe,    denot- 
ing thofe  who  are  the  faithful  followers  of 
Chrifl,  in  oppofition  to  merely  nominal  pro- 
feffors :  thofe,  who  by   obeying   the   com- 
mands, and  imitating  the  example  of  their 
Saviour,  prove  themfelves  to  be  the  chil- 
dren of  God ;  who   are  animated  with  the 
views  and  hopes  of  life  and  happinefs  eter- 
nal, to  "  prefs  forward  toward  the   mark, 
*•'  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God 
"  in  Chrift."  Thefe  are,  in  the  highell  fenfe, 
the  children  of  light.     And  is  it  not  furprif- 
ing  that   perfons  of  this  character  fhould 
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{land  reproved  by  the  fordid  hopes,  views 
and  actions  of  the  children  of  this  world,  or 
needed  to  learn  any  thing  from  them  ?  Yet, 
alas !  fo  it  is  :  for  we  fee  that  our  Lord 
commends  the  unjuft  fteward,  who  is  the 
reprefentative  of  the  children  of  this  world, 
and  therefore  in  fome  fenfe  commends  them 
as  wifer  in  their  generation  than  the  children 
of  light. 

Let  it  however  be  obferved  that  by  this 
commendation  our  Lord  meant  not  to  aflert 
that  the  unjuft  fteward,  or  the  children  of 
this  world,  are  truly  wife.  He  who  prefers 
time  to  eternity,  or  the  interefts  of  his  frail 
perifhing  body,  to  thofe  of  his  immortal 
foul ;  he  who  doats  upon  a  tranfitory  world, 
as  if  it  were  his  all,  and  as  if  he  neither 
hoped  nor  wifhed  for  any  thing  beyond  it ; 
acts  a  part  egregioufly  irrational ;  and  how- 
ever he  may  be  applauded  by  the  worldly 
wife,  the  facred  oracles  juftly  ftigmatize  him 
as  ignorant  of  the  nature,  and  infenfible  of 
the  value  of  true  wifdom,  and  point  out  his 
folly  as  of  the  moft  abfurd  and  deftructive 
nature. 

What  he  intended  here,  was  only  to  fliew 
2  C  2  that 
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that  the  men  of  this  world  are  more  fagaci- 
ous  and  poHtic,  more  careful  and  diligent, 
in  the  profecution  of  thofe  fchemes  which 
engrofs  their  attention,  than  the  generality 
even  of  good  chriftians  are,  in  the  profecu- 
tion of  thofe  momentous  affairs,  which  be- 
long to  their  eternal  peace.  Our  Lord  il- 
luftrates  this  allertion  by  the  example  even 
of  an  unworthy  character,  in  order  to  ren- 
der it  more  flriking  ;  he  juftly  difcriminates 
between  the  qualities  of  diligence  and  pru- 
dence, and  the  unworthy  purpofes  to  which 
they  are  applied  :  the  former,  as  in  them- 
felves  ufeful  and  valuable,  he  warmly  recom- 
mends ;  the  latter,  he  ftrongly  condemns, 
by  giving  the  lleward  the  appellation  of  un- 
juft. 

"  Go  to  the  ant,  thou  fluggard,  confider 
"  her  ways,  and  be  v.7ife,"  is  the  addrefs  of 
Solomon  to  thofe  who  indulge  a  fpirit  of 
indolence  and  floth.  But  in  the  text,  we 
have  a  greater  than  Solomon,  who  mingles 
inftruction  with  reproof,  and  who  in  effect 
fays  to  his  faithful  followers,  "  I  approve 
*•'  your  zeal,  your  fidelity  and  diligence  in 
''  the  main ;  neverthelefs  I  have  fome  faults 
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"  to  cenfure :  you  are  not  fo  fagacious  in  con- 
"  tri  ving  to  make  the  beft  of  your  advanta- 
"  ges,  nor  fo  active  and  fervent  in  profecut- 
"  ing  them,  as  your  true  intereft  and  my 
"  commands  require.  Go  therefore  even  to 
"  the  fordid  and  worldly  part  of  mankind, 
"  and  copy  that  fagacity  and  diligence,  for 
"  which  the  generality  of  them  are  remark- 
"  able ;  only  differing  from  them  with  ref- 
"  pect  to  the  objects  you  purfue." 

From    the    children   of  this  world  then, 
Chriitians  fhould  learn  to  conlider  wherein 
their  true  intereft  lies,  and  to  eftablifh  it  as 
their  chief  end.     They  are  unwearied  in  the 
examination  of  the  feveral   matters  that  oc- 
cur to  them,  from  which  they  hope  to  reap 
any  advantage.     Their  grand  aim  is  to  ftudy 
what  branch   of  buOnefs,  or  what  purfuits 
are  moft  fuitable  to  their  particular  interefls ; 
and  when  they  have  duly  fixed  this  point, 
they    have    it    always  uppermoft    in  their 
minds,  and  keep  it  perpetually  in  view.     It 
is   the  fubject  of  their  meditation  by  night 
and  by  day,  the  attention  of  their  minds  is 
continually  bent  towards  it,  and  their  feve- 
ral powers  of  underflianding,  memory,  will 
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and  invention,  are  all  harmonized  and  em- 
ployed in  purfuit  of  it,  as  their  determined 
and  principal  end.  Thus  they  act  in  their 
affairs  ;  and  thus  ought  we  to  act  with  re- 
gard to  our  eternal  concerns.  We  fhould 
look  upon  the  falvation  of  our  fouls  as  our 
higheft  and  beft  intereft,  as  a  concern  to 
which  all  others,  how  important  foever  the 
world  may  pronounce  them,  bear  no  more 
proportion  than  time  does  to  eternity.  This 
we  fhould  fix  as  our  grand  purpofe,  for 
which  we  were  made  rational  beings,  and 
endowed  with  the  ineftimable  privileges  of 
our  holy  religion.  This  it  becomes  us  to 
have  conftantly  in  view,,  and  to  promote 
this,  all  the  powers  of  our  rational  nature 
fhould  be  ftrictly  combined  and  vigoroufly 
exerted. 

From  the  children  of  this  world  Chriftians 
may  alfo  learn  to  reject,  and  guard  againfl: 
every  thing  that  may  be  detrimental  to  their 
main  end.  They  trufi:  not  to  appearances, 
with  refpect  either  to  men  or  things  ;  but  as 
they  know  wherein  their  intereft  principally 
lies,  they  are  perpetually  watchful  that  it 
fuflains  no  injury  from  any  event  which  it 
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may  be  in  their  power  to  prevent.  This 
renders  them  diHgent  to  give  every  concern 
that  falls  in  their  way  a  deliberate  examina- 
tion, and  induces  them  often  to  check  their 
own  delires,  or  difappoint  their  own  appe- 
tites and  inclinations,  with  a  view  to  the 
more  certairi  accomplifhment  of  what  they 
deem  their  chief  end. 

But  can  we,  who  are  diflins^uiflied  bv  the 
name  of  Chriftians,  and  as  fuch  ought  to  be 
the  children  of  light,  can  we  ftand  forth  and 
affert  that  we  are  thus  watchful  and  diligent; 
that  we  are  not  impofed  upon  by  the  allure- 
ments of  the  world,  though  we  know  them 
to  be  highly  deftructive  to  our  faith  and  pri- 
vileges ?  Here,  then,  let  us  fland  reproved, 
and  learn  wifdom  from  "  the  children  of  the 
*'  world,"  as  they  are  always  upon  their 
guard  againft  every  thing  that  would  be  de- 
trimental to  their  intereft,  as  they  diligently 
keep,  and  frequently  examine  their  accounts : 
fo  let  us  in  our  religious  concerns,  be  careful 
not  to  run  into  danger :  fo  let  us  guard 
againfl  temptations  and  indifcretions,  which 
may  blemifii  our  character,  and  wound  the 
peace  of  our  minds  :  fo  let  us  frequently  ex- 
2  C  4  amine 
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amine  the  great  account  between  God  and 
and  our  fouls. 

From  the  children  of  this  world  we  may 
alfo  learn  a  folicitude  to  make  all  inferior 
purfuits  fubfervient  to  our  main  end.  In 
whatever  fcenes  they  are  engaged,  they  keep 
this  perpetually  in  view ;  nay,  many  of  them 
are  fuch  admirable  proficients  in  the  arts  of 
gain,  that  their  very  amufements  and  diver- 
fions  fhall,  in  fome  refpect  or  other,  be  fub- 
fervient to  their  principal  object,  with  which 
they  are  fo  engroffed,  that  wherever  they 
are,  or  whatever  they  do,  they  always  la- 
bour in  fome  meafure  to  promote  it. 

Hence  we  ought  to  learn,  while  we  are 
purfuing  our  lawful  and  necelfary  affairs  in 
the  world,  to  make  them  fubfervient  in  fome 
meafure  to  our  eternal  interefls.  In  all  our 
enjoyments  we  ought  to  have  an  eye  to  God, 
and  to  his  favour,  as  our  fupreme  good.  In 
the  purfuit  of  our  fecular  affairs  wt  muff  be- 
have uprightly  and  diligently,  from  a  prin- 
ciple of  duty  to  God,  as  well  as  from  a  view 
of  acquiring  reputation,  and  gaming  a  de- 
cent fubfiffence.  We  muff  be  careful  that 
our  amufements  and  diverfions   are  lawful, 
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and  mud  be  folicitous  not  to  render  them, 
thoug-h  in  themfelves  innocent,  hurtful,  by 
employing  too  much  time  or  thought  upon 
them,  thereby  unfitting  our  minds  for  the 
fervice  of  God  and  of  our  fellow-creatures. 
In  fliort,  we  fhould  never  forget  that  we  are 
Chriftians,  and  that  as  fuch  we  have  immor- 
tal profpects  opened  to  us  in  the  Gofpel  of 
our  blefled  Redeemer.     In  all  our  actions 
and  enjoyments,  in  all  our  purfuits  and  en- 
gagements, we  fhouldendeavour  to  improve 
our  hearts,  and  to  promote  our  interefts  for 
eternity,  as  well  as  to  advance  thofe  of  time. 
The  children  of  this  world,  who  are  wife 
in  their  g-eneration,  are  careful  to  embrace 
and  to   improve  every  opportunity  of  in- 
creafing   their   honours   or  their  property , 
and  of  gaining  their  defired  end.  Their  time 
is  as  precious  to  them  as  their  wealth,  and 
they  are  always  upon  the  watch,  either  to 
make  or  to  redeem  opportunities,  well  know- 
ing that  if  they  let  them  efcape,  it  is  pofFible 
they  may  never  return ;  at  leaft,  never  with 
fuch    favourable    circumflances.       In    this 
they  are  a  ufeful  example  to  Chriftians,  in 
their  religious  concerns :  for  we  cannot  hope 
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to  obtain  the  approbation  of  God  and  of 
our  own  confciences,  unlefs  we  be  careful 
to  improve  all  the  opportunities  which  Pro- 
vidence gives  us  for  the  advancement  of  our 
eternal  welfare.  In  this  light  we  ought  to 
confiderand  improve  our  health  and  poffef- 
fions,  for  they  are  intended  for  this  purpofe, 
and  are  never  fo  truly  enjoyed  as  when  they 
are  confecrated  to  this  great  end.  More 
efpecially  ought  we  to  regard  all  the  ordi- 
nances of  the  Gofpel  in  this  view ;  and  as 
we  have  "  line  upon  line,  and  precept  upon 
"  precept,"  returning  opportunities  of  pub- 
lic worfhip,  and  of  celebrating  the  Supper 
of  our  Lord,  we  Ihould  be  concerned  to 
improve  them  to  our  advancement  in  virtue 
and  holinefs. 

From  perfons  of  this  character  we  may 
alfo  learn  diligence  and  refolution  amidft 
furrounding  difficulties.  They  expect  not 
that  every  fcheme  will  go  on  fmoothly  with 
them,  and  are  therefore  careful  to  provide 
againfl:  the  worft ;  and  whatever  they  have 
planned  they  profecute  with  unwearied  ap- 
plication, till  they  have  accomplilhed  their 
point.  ^  They  are  ready  to  fubmit  to  many 
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inftances  of  felf-denial,  if  this  can  be  condu- 
cive to  their  faccefs,  and  wiUingly  facrifice 
their  eafe  and  pleafure  to  their  intereft.  They 
will  rife  up  early  and  fit  up  late,  rack  their 
minds  and  weary  their  bodies,  give  no  fleep 
to  their  eyes  nor  flumber  to  their  eyelids,  till 
they  have  fecured  the  advantages  they  had 
in  viev/.  So  far  are  they  from  being  de- 
preffed  by  fmall  difficulties  and  difappoint- 
ments,  that  they  often  acquire  new  courage 
and  fpirit  from  them,  and  fometimes  owe 
their  fuccefs  in  life  to  the  prudence  and 
courage  acquired  from  early  mifcarriages. 

And  are  not  we,  as  Chrillians,  involved 
in  circumftances  which  can  never  end  hap- 
pily with  us,  unlefs  we  exercife  labour  and 
diligence  in  our  vocation,  as  the  men  of  the 
world  do  in  theirs  ?  Though  the  Chriftian 
profeffion  be  liberty  in  the  nobleft  fenfe,  it 
enjoins  a  labour  and  diligence  of  a  very  high 
and  honourable  nature  ;  for  without  this  it 
would  be  licentioufnefs.  Our  great  Mailer, 
in  his  word,  fets  our  Chriftian  courfe  before 
us  under  a  variety  of  figures,  all  of  them 
adapted  to  imprefs  upon  us  a  deep  perfua- 
fion  of  the  neceffity  of  diligence  and  refolu- 
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tlon.  Sometimes  it  is  fpoken  of  as  a  war- 
fare, fometimes  as  a  race,  and  fometimes  as 
a  pilgrimage,  all  which  are  ftrongly  expref- 
five  of  labour  and  exertion.  The  advan- 
tages of  this  world  are  the  fruit  of  labour, 
and  are  feldom  acquired  without  it ;  and 
can  we  think  that  the  better  bleflings  of  the 
world  to  come  are  to  be  obtained  by  a  few 
idle  wifhes  and  languid  hopes?  We  mud: 
be  active  and  diligent,  "  ftrive  to  enter  in  at 
"  the  ftrait  gate — work  out  our  falvation 
"  with  fear  and  trembling — and  muft  by  no 
"  means  be  w^eary  in  well-doing,  or  flothful 
*'  in  bufinefs,  but  fervent  in  fpirit,  ferving 
"  the  Lord." 

Laftly,  let  us  learn  from  men  of  the 
w^orld,  to  lay  up  in  {lore  a  good  foundation 
for  the  time  to  come.  Aik^  them,  what  is 
their  end  in  the  exercife  of  all  that  forecaft, 
contrivance  and  labour,  in  which  they  are 
inceifantly  engaged  ;  and  they  will  tell  you 
that  it  is  to  proyide  againfl;  the  accidents  and 
inconveniences  of  life,  and  to  acquire  fome- 
thing,  on  which  they  may  fubfift  with  decen- 
cy and  affluence  when  the  infirmities  of  age 
come  on,  and  they  (hall  no  longer  be  able 
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to  labour.  Thus  diligently  do  they  im- 
prove the  prefent  time  with  a  view  to  that 
which  is  future  ;  and,  in  this,  it  will  be  our 
wifdom  as  chriilians  to  refemble  them.  As 
they  labour  to  make  a  comfortable  provifion 
for  the  latter  part  of  their  lives,  fo  fhould 
we  endeavour  to  lay  up  a  good  foundation 
for  the  latter  part  of  ours,  and  for  thofe 
boundlefs  fcenes  of  eternity  that  muft  fuc- 
ceed  them. 

An  increafe  of  faith,  of  knowledge  and 
patience  will  well  reward  the  labour  it  re- 
quires :  for  fhould  our  paffage  through  life 
be  as  eafy  and  pleafant  as  our  fondeft  imagi- 
nation can  paint,  or  our  warmed  felf-love 
defire,  thefe  acquifitions  will  heighten  the 
pleafures  of  fuch  tranquil  fcenes,  and  im- 
prove our  relifh  for  them  :  or  if  it  fliould  be 
gloomy  and  afflictive,  as  it  probably  may  be, 
they  will  be  like  a  comfortable  fun-fhine  to 
brighten  the  way,  and  by  contributing  to 
fupport  us  under  our  troubles,  will  carry  us 
fafely  and  profitably  through  this  vale  of 
tears. 

As  certainly  as  we  are  now  the  Rewards 
of  God,  fo  furely  muft  we  at  laft  be  difmiffed 
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from  our  fervice  and  called  to  give  in  our  ac- 
count. As  furely  as  we  are  now  the  inhabi- 
tants of  thefe  frail  tenements  of  fleOi  and 
blood,  fo  furely  muft  we  at  length  be  dif- 
mifled  from  them ;  and  w^e  befeech  you  to  re- 
gard it  as  a  folemn  truth,  that  it  will  require 
no  fmall  attainments  in  religion  to  be  able  to 
face  death  with  a  truly  chriflian  fortitude, 
and  to  triumph  over  this  moft  formidable 
enemy  of  our  nature.  Nay  even  when  w^e 
are  bed  prepared  to  die,  the  idea  of  our  final 
account  will  be  always  fuflficiently  awful, 
and  it  will  be  our  higheft  wifdom  to  allevi- 
ate as  much  as  pofiible  its  approach,  by  all 
the  fupports  and  means  v/hich  the  religion 
of  Jefus  is  fo  w^ell  calculated  to  adminifter. 

Let  it  not  be  fuppofed  by  what  has  been 
faid,  that  we  mean  to  ftigmatize  diligence 
and  prudence  in  temporal  concerns,  as  qua- 
lities alone  belonging  to  the  children  of  this 
world,  or  to  infinuate  that  all  who  are  re- 
markable for  them  come  under  this  deno- 
mination. So  far  is  this  from  the  meaning 
of  our  Lord,  that  a  proper  degree  of  atten- 
tion, prudence  and  diligence,  with  refpect 
to  temporal  interefts,  is  alwa)s  recommend- 
ed 
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ed  in  the  Gofpel ;  and  if  prudence  and  fa- 
gacity  were  approved,  even  though  their 
object  was  condemned,  much  more  are  they 
praife-worthy  and  honourable  in  the  exer- 
tion of  honeft  indullry,  and  the  profecution 
of  our  lawful  concerns.  The  interefts  of 
another  life  were  defigned  to  modify  our 
ardour  for  things  temporal,  but  not  to  ex- 
tinguifh  it.  In  vain  do  we  pretend  to  be 
Chriftians,  unlefs  we  be  diligent  and  active 
in  our  proper  buiinefs  relating  to  this  world, 
as  well  as  in  that  which  regards  the  w^orld  to 
come.  Let  us  therefore  in  the  different 
ftations  which  Providence  has  affigned,  or 
may  allot  to  us,  labour  in  the  fear  of  God, 
"  for  the  meat  that  perifheth  ;"  but  at  the 
fame  time  let  us  remember,  that  this  is  the 
lead,  part  of  our  work.  Let  us  be  careful  to 
join  Chriftian  wifdom  to  human  fagacity ; 
and  on  the  fame  principle  of  prudence  that 
we  exert  our  utmoft  endeavours  for  the  fup- 
port  and  conveniencies  of  animal  life,  let  us 
be  folicitous  to  labour  for  that  nobler  provi- 
fion  which  endures  to  life  everlafting. 
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SERMON     XXIV. 

The  thing  that  hath  hetn,  it  is  that  which 
Jhall  be,  and  that  which  is  done  is  that  which 
Jhall  he  done,   and  there  is  no  new  thing 
under  the  fun,     Eccles.  i.  9. 

TTOWEVER  paradoxical  this  maxim 
-*-  -^  may  feem  to  the  yoiing,  the  thought- 
lefs  and  the  unexperienced,  there  are  few 
who  have  lived  any  time  in  the  world,  and 
who  pretend  to  have  at  all  reflected,  who 
will  not  acknowledge  themfelves  well  con- 
vinced of  its  truth.  Yet  with  all  this  con- 
viction, how  few  are  there  even  among  the 
wifefl:  who  do  not  form  to  themfelves  flatter- 
ing profpects  of  futurity,  which  have  no 
foundation  except  in  a  fanguine  temper  and 
luxuriant  imagination.  Diflatislied  with  our 
prefent  condition,  and  difgufted  with  the 
experience  of  difficulties  and  inconvenien- 
cies  which  we  had  not  forefeen  or  expected, 
2  D  we 
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we  extend  our  views  to  fome  future  period, 
when  fome  change  of  circumilances   (liall 
enable  us  to  attain  that  comfort  and  fatisfac- 
tion  which  is  at  prefent  beyond  our  reach. 
The  child  imagines  that,  when  arrived  at 
the  period  of  youth,  he  ftiall  enjoy  pleafures 
far  more  exquifite  than  any  that  can  await 
the  ftate  of  childhood.     The  youth  is  as 
fully  perfuaded  that  he  (hall  be  infinitely 
happier  when  he  has  attained  the  years  of 
manhood,  is  eftablifhed  in  the  world,  and 
freed  from  the  reftraints  of  difcipline  and 
inftruction.     In  maturer  years  the  fame  dif- 
pofition  prevails.     There  is  always  a  fome- 
thing  unpoflfefTed  which  renders  our  prefent 
bleffings  in  fome  degree  infipid.     Ambition, 
wealth  and  pleafure  hold  out  their  feveral 
allurements ;    imagination   feizes    on   fome 
fplendid  object,  adorns  it  with  all  its  radiant 
colours,   and  connects   happinefs  with  the 
pofTeffion  of  it.     Should  this,  when  poffef- 
fed,    difappoint  our   expectations,    we   fix 
upon  fome  other,    and  thus  rove  from  one 
phantom  to  another,  till  Death  draws  a  veil 
over  all  our  imaginary  profpects  of  felicity  ; 
or  till,   on  the  verge  of  old  age,  our  fruf- 
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trated  hopes  compel  a  conviction  of  what 
the  experience  of  others  fhould  fufficiently 
have  taught  us,  that  nothing  in  the  world  is 
completely  fatisfactory — that  every  age, 
every  condition,  has  difadvantages  pecu- 
liar to  itfelf — and  that  one  inconveni- 
ence is  common  to  all,  as  all  bear  the  fame 
difproportion  to  the  immenfity  of  our  de- 
fires. 

In  order  to  underftand  the  text  aright,  we 
mufl:  carefully  attend  to  the  context,  by 
which  it  will  be  feen  that  it  is  very  different 
in  lignification,  from  a  paffage  in  the  fifteenth 
verfe  of  the  third  chapter,  which  at  firfl 
fight  appears  to  be  a  fimilar  expreffion.  It 
is  there  faid,  *'  That  which  hath  been,  is 
*'  now,  and  that  which  is  to  be,  hath  already 
"  been."  In  this  paffage  the  defign  of  the 
preacher  fe(?ms  to  be  to  rectify  the  error  of 
thofe  who  are  overwhelmed  v/ith  terrors 
upon  the  lead  affliction,  who  are  always 
complaining  that  God  is  more  fevere  to 
them  than  to  others,  in  affording  them  lefs 
affiftance,  while  he  fubmits  their  virtue  to 
feverer  trials.  In  anfwer  to  thefe,  Solomon 
maintains,  that  whatever  variety  may  ap- 
2  D  2  pear 
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pear  in  the  conduct  of  the  Deity  towards  dif- 
ferent perfons,  there  is  neverthelefs  a  certain 
{lability  and  uniformity  which  are  the  grand 
characteriftics  of  all  his  proceedings.  "  I 
"  know  that  whatever  God  doth,  it  fhall  be 
"  for  ever,  nothing  can  be  put  to  it,  nor 
"  any  thing  taken  from  it.  And  God  doth 
"  it,  that  men  fhould  fear  before  him.  That 
"  which  hath  been,  is  now,  and  that  which 
"  is  to  be,  hath  already  been." 

But  in  our  text,  "  the  thing  which  hath 
"  been,  is  that  which  fliall  be,  and  that  which 
''  is  done  is  that  which  fhall  be  done,  and 
"  there  is  no  new  thing  under  the  fun,"  ex- 
prefTes  a  very  different  fentiment.  It  appears 
from  the  preceding  part  of  the  chapter,  that 
the  preacher's  defign  was  to  prove  the  unfa- 
tisfactory  nature  of  all  earthly  good  ;  and  to 
convince  mankind  that  no  revolution  of 
human  affairs  could  poffibly  change  this 
character,  which  is  indelibly  (lamped  upon 
them.  "  What  profit  hath  a  man  of  all  his 
"  labour,  which  he  taketh  under  the  fun  ? 
"  One  generation  pafleth  away,  and  another 
*' generation  cometh,"  but  the  face  of  the. 
world  remains  unaltered.     "  The  fun  alio 
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"  arifeth,    and  the  fun    goeth   down,    and 
"  hafteth  to  the  place  where  he  arofe.     The 
*'  wind  goeth  toward  the  fouth,  and  turneth 
"  about  unto  the  north  ;    it  whirleth  about 
"  continually,  and  the  wind  returneth  again 
"  according  to  all  its  circuits."     The  rivers 
flow  from  their  fources  into  the  fea,  yet  the 
fea  is  not  full ;  for  the  waters  of  the  ocean 
are  drawn  up  into  clouds,  and  defcending  in 
rain,   fupply  the  fprings  whence  they  firfl: 
arofe.     In  this   the  moral  world   refembles 
that  of  nature.  In  vain  do  we  hope  for  fome 
viciffitude  which  (hall  render  the  fequel  of 
life   completely  happy.      "  All  things  are 
*'  full  of  labour,  man  cannot  utter  it :  the  eye 
■ '  is  not  fatisfied  with  feeing,  nor  the  ear  with 
"  hearing."     But  this   ceafelefs  exertion  of 
all  our  faculties  to  obtain  fomething  which 
fliall  fill  the  aching  void  within  our  hearts* 
cannot  alter  the  nature  of  things :    "  The 
"  thing  which  hath  been,  it  is  that  which 
"  (hall  be,  and  that  which  is   done,  is  that 
"  which  (hall  be  done,  for  there  is  no  new 
*•'  thing  under  the  fun." — As  in  our  fearch  of 
felicity  among  the  various  objects  which  the 
world  prefentSj  we  have  not  hitherto  found 
2  D  3  any 
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any  which  has  not  left  us  fomething  to  de« 
(ire  ;  the  experience  of  the  paft  fhould  be  an 
earneft  of  the  future.  We  have  reafon  to 
pafs  the  fame  judgment  upon  what  the  world 
may  prefent  in  future  life,  as  upon  what  it 
has  already  offered ;  and  to  conclude,  that 
at  the  end  of  our  days,  we  fliall  have  expe- 
rienced that  all  the  temporal  attainments 
and  pofleffions  we  have  acquired,  are,  with 
refpect  to  complete  happinefs,  as  unfatisfac- 
tory  as  we  have  hitherto  found  them. 

The  error  which  Solomon  here  defcribes 
by  "  the  eye  not  fatisfied  with  feeing,  nor 
^^  the  ear  with  hearing,"  is  common  to  almofl 
all  mankind.  Few  are  fo  well  fatisfied  with 
their  condition  as  they  might  and  ought  to 
be ;  but,  overlooking  their  prefent  bleffings, 
they  fix  their  eager  views  and  fanguine  hopes 
upon  other  fituations,  with  which  they  ima- 
gine happinefs  more  neceffarily  connected. 
Even  the  mod  temperate  and  philofophical 
minds  are  feldom  confifi:ent  in  this  refpect ; 
they  reafon  plaufibly  with  themfelves  in  the 
retirement  of  the  clofet,  and  are,  in  thofe 
moments  perhaps,  really  fuperior  to  every 
inordinate  defire  of  any  thing  beyond  the 
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limits  cf  their  prefent  condition.  They  think 
they  have  learnt  in  whatfoever  ftate  they 
are,  therewith  to  be  content.  But  in  the 
common  intercourfe  of  Hfe  they  are  thrown 
off  their  guard ;  the  inconveniencies  of  their 
fituation  prefs  hard  upon  them ;  fomething 
more  fplendid  occurs  to  their  mind ;  imagi- 
nation exerts  her  fafcinating  powers  ;  and 
the  moral  fentence,  or  the  philofophical 
maxim,  is  uttered  with  a  figh,  which  betrays 
the  fruitlefs  wilh  and  extravagant  expecta- 
tion of  the  heart. 

We  frequently  declaim  againfl  the  vanities 
of  the  world  :  but  are  not  thefe  declamations 
often  rather  the  overflowings  of  difappointed 
pride,  than  the  dictates  of  a  foul  fuperior 
to  them  ?  We  love  to  depreciate  that  good, 
which  is  not  within  our  reach  ;  and  we  gra- 
tify a  kind  of  refentment,  in  undervaluing 
what  is  refufed  to  our  defires.  The  fenti- 
ments  which  appear  fo  juft  and  philofophi- 
cal, are  often  merely  fuperficial — an  idle 
flourifh  of  words.  The  heart  is  deeply  in- 
volved in  error,  while  we  vainly  labour  to 
perfuade  ourfelves  that  the  mid  ofpaffion  is 
removed  from  our  eyes,  that  we  view  the 
2  D  4  world 
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world  in  ,a  true  light,  and  every  object  in 
its  proper  colours. 

Of  thofe  things  with  which  we  are  famili- 
ar,  we  eafily  difcern  the  difadvantages ;  of 
thofe  circumftances  in  which  we  are  invol- 
ved we  feel  all  the  inconveniencies  ;  but  of 
thofe  which  are  the  object  of  our  wiflies,  we 
know  not  the  difagreeable  qualities,  becaufe 
we  have  not  yet  been  fufficiently  acquainted 
with  them ;  or  (hould  we  have  tried  and 
known  them,  imagination  throws  every  ble- 
mifli  into  the  back  ground  of  her  picture, 
and  gives  fo  bold  a  relief  to  the  oppofite  at- 
tractive qualities,  that  thefe  alone  engrofs 
the  attention.  Thus  when  ficknefs  brings  us 
near  the  verge  of  the  grave,  the  continua- 
tion of  life,  and  the  reftoration  of  health,  are 
naturally  the  firfl  wiihes  of  the  heart.  This 
is  often  the  cafe  even  with  thofe  who  are  in- 
volved in  the  greateft  mifery  and  diftrefs ; 
nay,  in  thefe  fometimes  the  defire  of  life  is 
llronger  than  in  others.  Alas  !  they  do  not 
reflect  that,  fliould  they  be  reflored  to  the 
world,  the  fame  diflatisfactions,  the  fame 
diilrefles  mioht  await  them,  which  have  al- 
ready  drawn  from  their  bofoms  many  a  figh, 

and 


[    409    ] 

and  fuffufed  their  eyes  with  many  a  tear.  In 
this  particular  cafe,  much  may  be  urged  to 
excufe  this  weaknefs ;  but  even  when  the 
foul  is  at  refl:  and  calm,  when  the  faculties 
are  vigorous  and  active,  we  fuffer  imagina- 
tion to  obtrude  objects  upon  us,  and  inflead 
of  carefully  furveying  them  in  every  light, 
we  content  ourfelves  with  beholding  them 
only  in  that  point  of  view,  in  which  their 
appearance  flatters  our  wifhes  the  mofl. 

From  thus  wilfully  limiting  our  views  pro- 
ceeds that  anxious  concern  with  which  we 
watch  the  vicilTitudes  of  human  events. 
Hence  that  love  of  change;  hence  thofe  ideal 
phantoms  of  felicity,  which  are  continually 
formed  and  cherifhed  by  the  imagination. — 
Hence  thofe  never-ceafmg  fchemes,  thofe 
infatiable  defires,  which  continually  agitate 
the  mind,  and  prey  upon  the  heart.  Hence 
the  eye,  never  fatisfied  with  feeing,  nor  the 
ear  with  hearing  ! — Deluded  mortals !  how 
long  will  you  thus  purfue  unfubftantial  flia- 
dows  ? — Not  one  of  thofe  viciflitudes,  which 
you  fo  eagerly  dehre,  can  alter  that  unfatis- 
factory  nature  which  is  common  to  every 
thing  the  world  affords !    Whatever  circum- 
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fiances  may  be  changed,  this  will  ever  re- 
main the  fame ;  and  after  having  attained 
all  the  advantages,  for  which  you  fo  eagerly 
labour,  you  will  find  yourfelves  as  deficient- 
and  difcontented  as  before  you  had  acquired 
them. 

But  in  order  to  moderate  thefe  too  fan- 
guine  expectations  of  happinefs  from  tempo- 
ral advantages,  which  only  ferve  to  difturb 
our  prefent  tranquillity,  let  us  remember 
that  when  our  almighty  Creator  placed  us 
in  this  world,  he  meant  it  not  as  our  ulti- 
mate ftate  of  exiftence.  In  forming  us  ca- 
pable of  happinefs  he  defigned  that  we 
fliould  feek  it,  not  merely  here,  but  above 
all  in  a  more  perfect  difpenfation,  towards 
which  the  imperfection  of  the  prefent  ought 
to  direct  our  views  and  our  hopes.  Our 
being  deflined  to  a  future  and  more  perfect 
flate  is  therefore  a  bar  to  our  hopes  of  com- 
plete happinefs  in  this  world,  and  fuggefts  a 
wife  reafon  for  the  unliable  and  imperfect  na- 
ture of  every  thing  in  it.  Thus  whatever 
real  happinefs  we  can  enjoy  here,  mull  arife 
from  fomething  that  is  feated  in  the  heart, 
and.  that  bears  a  relation  to  eternity,  as  well 
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as  to  time.  Hence,  whatever  revolution 
temporal  circumflances  may  undergo,  ex- 
cept in  cafes  of  abfolute  diftrefs,  the  change 
can  be  but  fuperficial.  Some  alteration  may 
indeed  take  place  in  their  appearance,  but 
their  nature  is  invariably  the  fame. 

But,  to  confirm  this,  look  abroad  into 
the  world  ;  and  you  will  find  that  many  of 
thofe  fplendid  enjoyments,  from  whence  you 
form  fuch  exquifite  fchemes  of  happinefs, 
are  mere  phantoms,  which  at  a  diftance  ap- 
pear folid  and  valuable,  but  on  a  nearer 
approach  are  diffipated  and  vanifh.  Like 
the  glittering  globules  of  quickfilver,  they 
at  once  tempt,  and  elude  the  grafp.  Thofe 
in  the  moft  fplendid  fituations  are,  like 
others,  liable,  not  only  to  the  greater  evils 
and  afflictions  of  life,  but  alfo  to  fatiety, 
difgull  and  diffatisfaction  ;  and  we  often  fee 
that  their  wearinefs  of  expenfive  and  artifi- 
cial pleafures  drives  them  to  thofe,  which 
they  have  in  common  with  the  reft  of  man- 
kind. 

A  clofe  infpection  of  the  conditions  and 
characters  of  focial  life,  will  teach  you  that 
the  vaft  defigns,  the  fchemes  of  worldly  ho- 
nour 
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nour  and  extenfive  fame,  which  we  applaud 
and  envy  in  the  man  of  power  and  ambi- 
tion, are  often  the  bane  of  his  happinefs. 
They  harafs  his  days,  they  difturb  his  nights, 
and  leave  him  neither  leifure  nor  fenfibility 
to  enjoy  the  few  pleafures  life  has  to  beftow. 

Such  an  examination  of  mankind  will 
teach  you,  that  even  the  honeil  peafant,  v/ho 
is  condemned  to  confume  his  days  in  ceafe- 
lefs  labour,  who  at  night  retires  to  a  homely 
cottage,  and  a  table  covered  with  the  plain^ 
eft  food,  may  be  a  much  happier  man,  than 
that  vaunted  fon  of  victory,  who,  when  his 
irrefiftible  arms  had  vanquiftied  every  known 
part  of  the  world,  fat  down  and  wept,  be- 
caufe  there  were  not  other  countries  to  fub- 
due,  other  worlds  to  conquer. 

Who  could  be  better  acquainted  than  So- 
lomon with  the  feveral  advantages  coveted 
by  mankind.  Yet  what  idea  does  he  hold 
forth  of  thofe  which  he  had  experienced? 
*•  This  alfo  is  vanity,"  is  the  remarkable 
character,  with  which  he  clofes  every  arti- 
cle in  his  furvey  of  human  happinefs. 

But  to  the  experience  of  Solomon,  let 
each  of  us  add  his  own.    Let  each  recal 
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to  mind  the  events  and  fentiments  of  pad 
life.  Can  you  not  recollect  a  period,  when 
you  ardently  wifiied  for  the  very  circum- 
ftances  which  Providence  has  fince  allotted 
you  ?  Did  you  not  then  regard  them  as  the 
fummit  of  human  happinefs  ?  Did  you  ne- 
ver fondly  imagine  that  when  thefe  wiflies 
were  gratified,  you  fhould  have  nothing  fur- 
ther to  defire  ?  Were  thefe  opinions  juftly 
founded  ?  Do  your  prefent  fentiments  ex- 
actly correfpond  with  them  ?  Do  the  ob- 
jects of  experience  confirm  the  fuggeflions 
of  hope  ? 

Let  imagination  realize  every  ideal  fcheme 
of  happinefs,  which  you  have  ever  propofed 
to  yourfelves ;  and  with  all  the  advantages 
you  could  be  fuppofed  to  acquire,  you 
would  flill  be  as  fiiort  of  complete  felicity, 
as  difcontented  with  the  prefent,  and  as  an- 
xious for  the  future,  as  you  are  with  thofe 
you  actually  enjoy.  And  you  would  be  af- 
toniflied  to  find  a  fimilarity  fo  flriking,  be- 
tween what  in  this  refpect,  you  had  ima- 
gined fo  widely  different. 

A  remarkable  inftance  of  the  unfatisfacto- 
ry  nature  of  all  worldly  profperity,    and   a 

con- 
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confirmation  of  Solomon's  maxim,  is  afford- 
ed  by  the  Emperor  Septimius  Severus. 
"  Omnia  fui  et  nihil  expedit,"  *'  I  have  been 
"  all  things,  and  all  is  of  little  value,"  was 
his  declaration  after  having  been  raifed  from 
an  humble  flation,  to  the  imperial  throne 
of  Rome  and  the  fovereignty  of  the  world. 

From  what  has  here  been  afferted,  think 
not  that  we  mean  to  conclude  that  all  condi- 
tions of  life  are  abfolutely  equal  with  refpect 
to  the  happinefs  they  afford  ;  that  theret'ore 
they  who  enjoy  the  moil  valuable  temporal 
advantages,  fliould  regard  them  with  con- 
tempt and  indifference  ;  and  that  they  from 
whom  they  are  withheld,  ought  not  to  en- 
deavour to  acquire  them,  or  to  improve 
their  condition  and  circuraflances.  Such  a 
conclufion  would  be  as  contrary  to  the  dic- 
tates of  religion  as  to  thofe  of  common  fenfe. 

Nothing,  except  the  groffeil  ftupidity  and 
ingratitude,  can  render  us  infenfible  to  tem- 
poral profperity  and  to  the  external  means 
of  happinefs,  when  Providence  thinks  fit  to 
beflow  them  upon  us.  When  our  cup  over- 
flovv^s  with  blefhngs,  and  we  are  furrounded 
with  everv  thinf^  vrhich  can  render  life  not 
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only  comfortable  but  delightful ;  fhall  we, 
becaufe  imperfection  is  the  indelible  charac- 
ter of  every  worldly  advantage,  give  way  to 
melancholy  and  forrow,  or  fuffer  gloomy 
difcontent  to  fupprefs  and  render  vain  every 
motive  to  gratitude  and  joy  ?  Forbid  it, 
Reafon — forbid  it,  Religion. 

Thofe  to  whom  Providence  has  granted  a 
large  fhare  of  the  good  things  of  life,  fhould 
cultivate  a  fenfe  of  their  real  value,  and  fur- 
vey  with  humble  gratitude  the  difference 
which  God  has  made  between  them  and 
others,  to  whom  thefe  bleffings  are  denied ; 
while  by  affability  and  benevolence  they 
fhould  endeavour  to  leffen  the  inequality. 
Worldly  profperity,  though  it  cannot  of  it- 
felf  confer  folid  happinefs,  may  yet  be  the 
means  of  greatly  increafmg  partial  and  rela- 
tive blifs.  Though  it  do  not  conftitute  that 
permanent  good  which  fhall  follow  us  be- 
yond the  grave,  yet  it  is  of  high  value,  as  it 
tends  to  render  our  prefent  exiftence  com- 
fortable and  defirable. 

Thofe  from  whom  Providence  has  with- 
held worldly  advantages,  or  to  whom  they 
have  been  but  fparingly  difpenfed,  may  law- 
fully 
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fully  endeavour  to  acquire  them ;  may  by, 
honeft  induftry  labour  to  improve  their  con- 
dition, and  to  render  the  future  path  of  life 
more  pleafmg  than  that  through  which  they 
have  already  paffed.  Nay,  this  is  an  eflen-' 
tial  part  of  our  duty — we  ought  not  to  neg* 
lect  the  acquifition  of  any  good,  except 
when  it  is  incompatible  with  a  greater  good; 
nor  ought  we  to  endure  any  evil  which  we 
can  poffibly  avoid,  unlefs  it  be  the  fole 
means  of  preventing  a  greater  evil,  or  of 
acquiring  a  greater  good.  Self-love,  there- 
fore, which  within  certain  limits,  is  a  lawful, 
becaufe  a  natural  paffion,  fhould  teach  us  to 
exert  all  the  efforts  of  honeft  induftry  for 
the  acquifition  of  temporal  profperity,  and 
of  whatever  may  improve  the  happinefs  of 
our  lives. 

The  love  of  our  neighbour  alfo,  which 
we  are  commanded  to  regulate  by  the  love 
of  ourfelvcs,  is  another  motive  to  engage  us 
to  this  duty,  and  (liould  prompt  us  to  avail 
ourfelves  of  every  innocent  method  of  ac- 
quiring worldly  profperity.  The  more  we 
are  bleffed  with  wealth,  the  better  are  we 
able  to  relieve  the  indigent :  the  more  we 
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are  elevated  in  rank,  the  better  are  ive  abk 
to  fuccour  the  opprefTed  :  the  more  learning 
and  knowledge  we  have  acquiredj  the  better 
are  we  qualified  to  inculcate  the  duties  of 
religion — to  difj^lay  the  beauties  and  advan^ 
tages  of  virtue. 

From  this  view  of  the  futility  of  our  ex- 
pectations of  complete  happinefs  in  this 
world,  we  fhould  learn  to  bear  with  patience 
the  inconveniencies  of  our  prefent  condition, 
which  no  alteration  of  circumflances  here 
.can  entirely  remove.  Many  render  them- 
lelves  infenfible  to  prefent  advantages  from 
the  defire  of  greater.  The  eager  anxiety 
with  which  they  long  after  new  acquifitions, 
prevents  them  from  enjoying  v/hat  they  ac- 
tually polTefs.  Their  intenfe  defire  ofrifing 
to  a  more  elevated  ftation  of  life,  difquali- 
fies  them  from  relifliing  the  fweets  of  that 
which  is  allotted  to  them. 

But  from  the  view  here  exhibited  of  the 
vanity  of  every  earthly  widi,  you  may  learn 
the  folly  of  overlooking  prefent  happinefs, 
in  the  idle  hope  that  fome  future  period  of 
life  will  afford  you  more  complete  fatisfac- 
tion ;  thus  bartering  the  enjoyment  of  actual 
2  E  good^ 
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good,  for  the  empty  (hadow  of  vain  expec- 
tation. 

Hence  alfo  permit  me  to  exhort  you  to 
fix  your  views  and  hopes  on  the  fehcity  of 
another  and  better  ftate,  and  to  feek  that 
good  from  eternity  which  you  cannot  reap 
from  time.  For  what  complete  happinefs 
can  you  expect  from  this  hfe,  if  the  future 
is  to  refemble  the  pafi: — if,  in  the  years  that 
remain,  you  are  to  experience  the  fame  dif- 
appointments,  the  fame  mixture  of  evil  with 
its  boafted  good,  which  you  have  fo  often 
weighed  in  the  balance  and  found  wanting. 

To  conclude,  as  year  alter  year  paffes 
away,  and  experience  convinces  us  more  and 
more  qf  the  imperfection  of  all  earthly  feli- 
city; let  this  remind  us  that  this  world  is 
only  a  ftate  of  trial  and  preparation  for  a 
better.  Hence  let  us  cultivate  refignation 
and  gratitude  to  that  God,  who  has  fet  be- 
fore us  the  profpect  of  more  perfect  happi- 
nefs ;  who,  by  the  death  and  refurrection 
•pf  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl:  has  begotten  us 
again  to  a  lively  hope  of  an  inheritance  in- 
corruptible, undefiled,  and  that  fadeth  not 
away,  eternal  in  the  heavens.     Of  this  let  us 

endea- 
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endeavour  to  render  ourfelves  lefs  unworthy, 
by  felting  our  affections  more  and  more  on 
things  above.     Amidfl;   all   the   difappoint- 
ments  and  forrows,    which  aw^ait  us  in   the 
cloudy  and  uncertain  fcene  of  this  life,    let 
us  confole  ourfelves  with  the  expectation  of 
a  brighter  and  more  glorious  flate,  where  no 
fallacious  hope  Ihall  enfnare,  no  fmiling  ap- 
pearances Ihall  betray,  no  infidious  joy  (hall 
fling  ;  but  happinefs  perfect  in  its  kind  fliall 
be  the  reward  and,  companion   of  virtue ; 
where  we  fhall  be  continually  improving  in 
the  latter,  and  increafmgthe  former,  through 
the  infinite  ages  of  eternal  duration. 


.^^*^ 


